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Parr XIII. 





18] No. 1. 


Sir P, Berlie to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 1, 1908.) 


(No. 621.) 
Sir, Paris, December $1, 1907. 

MR. LISTER saw the Political Director of the Ministry for Foreign Affairs 
this afternoon, and inquired whether the French Government had been able to 
complete the appointment of M. Bizot as Financial Adviser to the Persian Govern: 
ment, 

M, Louis answered that, as far as he kuew, the position remained the same, and 
referred once move to the reasons for the delay which were communicated to you in 
jay telegram No, 69 of the 26th instant. Mr. Lister said that these reasons had been 
duly reported to you, but suggested that, although they were no doubt sound in them- 
solves, they dwindled almost to questions of detail when compared with the gravity of 
the situation which would be produced were the Germans enabled by the delay which 
they entailed to obtain the appointment of a Belgian official, who might fairly he 
expected to act as their tool. 

Mr, Lister insisted once more on the importance which you attached to the 
‘Appointment being completed without loss of time, and M. Louis promised to see to 
the matter again at once, and to communicate with me this evening. 

Ihave, &e. 
ned) FRANCIS BERITE. 


































—Since this despatch was written I have eda letter from M. Louis 
stating that nothing further has occurred since his last conversation with Mx, Lister, 
‘he French Government telegraphed some ten days ago to Tehran to settle the last 
difficulties, and the Persian Minister in Paris assures the French Ministry for Foreign 
Affairs that he too has done so, As the Persian Government’s reply has not yet heen 
received, a further telegram is heing sent this evening to the French Ministor at 
Tehran, requesting him to expedite matters as much as possible, 
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(1) No, 2. 
is Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 1, 1908.) 
No, 127.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, December 31, 1907. 
‘TEMTRAN situation, 
Many thanks for the last paragraph, of your telegram No, 216 of the 
80th instant, 
We are absolutely safe, think; and I do not believe that an attack would be 
made on the Legation even if the Shah were in bast here. 
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(2) No. 


Mr. Marling to Sir Kdwara Grey.— (Received January 1, 1908.) 
(No, 428.) 
(Welegraphic.) P. 

FINANCIAL Adviser, 

‘the new draft contract has, so the French Minister informs me, arrived. With 
the support of the British and Russian Legations, M. de La Martiniére hopes to be 
able to obtain trom the Persian Government their consent to one modification in it 
that seems to possess some importance, i, that M. Bizot shall ave the title of 

‘Dhis would prevent ‘ny other foreigner, such as M. Priem, from 
n appointment incompatible with M. Bizot’s position. 
Reference is to your telegram No, 364 to St, Petersburgh. 


Tehran, December 31, 1907 





No, 4. 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 1.) 


‘The statement regarding which you inquire in your telegram No. 220 of thi 
December is absohutely untrue, 





(42621) No. 5. 


Sir Kdward Grey to Sir A, Nicolson. 


(No. 1.) 


(Pelagn phi), B. 
TURCO-PERSIAN boundary dispute. 


4 i se see telegram No, 37 from Mr, Wratislaw, and telegram from Tebran 


Following is to be considered confidential : 


Are measures of coercion in contemplation by Russian Government, or is the: 
any ground for supposing that they are 


Foreign Office, January 1, 1908. 





(42621) No. 6. 


Sir Bdieard Grey to Mr. Marling. 
(No, 2,) 
(Welegraphic.) Py ry 
T HAVE received your telegram No, 425 re 
froution, ci 
You should endeavour to obtain information as to the aceura 
question, 


ign Office, January 1, 1908. 
specting dispute on ‘Turco-Persian 


wey of the report in 





(113) No, 7. 
Sir A. Hardinye to Sir Bdward Grey—(Received Januar 


. Brussels, January 1, 10S. 
lister came to see me yesterday, and read me the contents of a 
telegram from M. Tsvolsky to the effect thitt M. Prom was intriguing with Germ 
support for the post of Finaucial Adviser ("Conseiller Finaucier") to the Shah: that 
the Russian, British, and Freuch Governments were all of opinion that this post should 
he given to M. Bizot, the French financier who was being engaged to reorganize. the 
finances of Persia ; that the Belgian Representative at Tehran was adverse to the claim: 
of M: Priem, and had telegraphed his views to the Belgian Government ; and that | 
should shortly receive instructions from you to take a representation in that sense, in 


8 


concert with the Russian Legation here, to M. Davignon. M. de Giers added that the 
Russian Ambassador in Paris had been ordered to expedite as rapidly as possible the 
h the Persian Government. 


ing 
1 to eoroperate sv 
sy tacgom as Livas authorized, Thad, however, derived from the reports. from. 
npres t the Belgian Representative in Persia did not wish his name 
foned in connection with this matter, M. de Cliers said that in that ease we ned 
ything about him to M. I 


in the sense indicated. 


I have, Xe. 


signed) ARTHUR H, HARDINGE, 


P.S—Since writing this despatch [have had the honour to receive this morning 
the decyphers of your telegrams Nos. 8 an 9 of yesterday, and haye written to my 
Russian colleague informing him that Tani authorized to act with him. ae 

AN Sie TH 





No. 8. 
Sir A! Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received Junuary 2.) 


raphie.)_ P. St. Petersburgh, January 2, 1908, 

PERSIAN Pivancial Ady Referring to your telegrm No, B64 of the 

th December, 

In telegraphing nday or two ago to the Russian Ambassador in Pavis, M, Isvolsky 
iad requested him to urge the Frencli Government to settle the quostion 1s soon as 
possible and to waive matters of secondary importance. Minister for Foreign Alfais 
thinks it would Nasdly be necessary for him to dispatch another telegram on tho 
subject. He is most anxious that there should he no further delay: in the settlement 
of the question, and thought that perhaps Sir F, Bertie might support his Russian 





No. 9. 
ir cA, Nicolson to Sir award Grey.—(Received January 2.) 


Pies St, Petersburgh, Junuary 2, 1908, 

WITH reference to Mr. Marling’s telegram No. 425 of the 30th December, 
and to your telogram No, 1 of the Ist instant, 

1 feel confident that the Russia Government wonld not take coercive measures 
vithout consultation with us, and I do not believe that there is the slightest intention 
on their part of taking such measures, ‘The Russian Minister’s observation to 
Mr, Marling may possibly lave referred to pressure whieh, in order to arrive at a 

ment of the frontier difficulty, the two Governments may eventually find it 
necessary to put on the Ottoman Government. M, Isvolsky proposes to confer with 
His Majesty's Government later on in regard to this matter. 





{156} No. 10. 


* Sir Edward Grey to Sir F, Bertie. 

(No. 3.) 

(Velegraphic.) _P. Foreign Office, January 2, 1908, 
FRENCH Financial Adviser in Persia. Please refer fo Sir A, Nicolson’s telegram 
2 respecting F Adviser, and also to Mr. Marling’s telegram No, 428 of last 


year on same subject 


Your Russian colleague should be informed of substance of the above telegrams, 


It is possible that now it will not be necessary to make further representations 
ou the subject. 








42728) No. 11. 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Marling. ‘ 
(No. 8.) 
(‘Telegraphic.) q Foreign Office, January 2, 1908. 
1 ved telegram No, 41 of the 29th December, from Urumia. 
It is most important tha -specting ‘Turco-Persinn frontier should 
not be broken off hastily. Persian Commissioner shoulit be instructed by his Govern- 
% 





No, 12. 


Nir F. Bertie to Sir Eduard Grey.—(Received January 3.) 
0.5, 
Li Y Paris, January 2, 1008, 

1 TOOK advantage of an interview which T had with the President of the 
Council this morning to remind him of the in Jignature as soon as 
possible of M, Bizot’s contract as Financial Adviser to the Persian Government, I 
said that the German Chargé d'Athires at ‘Tehran had been very active, and there was 
dinger jest he might succeed in obtaming the appointment of M. Priem, « Belgian 
with ( * nless M. Bizot’s contract were sizned. 

Thave, &e. 
vl) FRANCIS BERTIE, 





Mv, Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 3) 
(Ni 
(Velexraphic.) Ps Tehran, January 3, 1908. 
1 DO not believe there would he much dificulty, in case of need, in getting Shah 
down to Bnzeli with a joint escort. 
(Reference is to your telegram, No, 216 of the 80th ultimo.) 





(249) No. Th, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson. 


No. 7.) 
‘olegeaphic.) P. 

PERSIA, In reply to your telegram No, 269 of the 28th ultimo, we concur in 
view that British and Russian escort may accompany Shah to the const if the 
situation renders su COLE Ne 


Foreign Offices January 3, 1908. 





(42395) No. 
Foreign Office to Treasury. 


Sin, Foreign Office, January 3, 1908, 
1 AM directed by Seew mit to you herewith, to be laid 
fore the Lords Conn sury, paraphrase of a telezran 
from His Maj g the disquieting naturt of 
the situation a 3 cdl escort should remain 
‘1 to tho relief who were almost due, until the situation should 
recommendation was approved by 8 
rite for fnidia, Instructions were accor 


1am to expres Si : ovving to an over Lonis 
Commissioners of His Majesty’: not consulted at the time, and to state 


3 


that, if their Lordships concur, the expenditure involved will be equally divided 
}etween the British and Indian Exchequers in accordance with the usual procedure. 
Tt has been ascertained by the Government of India that the probable cost will 
he 166/. 13s, 4c. (2,500 rupees), and I am to say that Sir E. Grey hopes that the 
Lords Commissioners will sanction the half of this sum bate Cle! to British funds, 
am, &e, 5 
(Signed) LOUIS MALLET. 





No, 16. 


Sir BF. Bertie to Sir Edvard Grey.—(Received January 4.) 


Paris, January 4, 1908 
Ay telegram No, 69 of the 25th ultimo, 
informs ine that the Political Director of 

sts, as a result of his interview Wi 


dese 
reluctant 
invlis) 
tie post might be given later on to Sf, Priem or . 
A. Louis is of opinion that the other amendments suggested ean be arranged 
\ithoui difficulty. He spoke to me to-day to the same effect at the reception at th 





No. 17, 


Mr, Marling to Sir Edward Grey. —(Received January 4.) 
(No. 5.) 
(Telegraphic) ie Tehran, January 4, 1908, 
TAM warning the Persian Govermment as regards situation’ at. Kerman, which 
His iy’s Consul reports as threatening, Te algo states. that « general attack on 
property, involving danger to Europeans, pprehended, 
‘The town is still without a Governor, 





(449) 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey. —(Received January 6, 1908.) 
(No, 627.) 
Sir, Sl. Petersburgh, December 23, 1907. 
M. ISVOLSKY called upon mie on the 2ist instant, anil said that he wished to 
speak about the situation in Tehran, as he had received some disquieting, telegrams from 
M. de Hartwig, Ut appeared that the life of the Shah was iu somte danger, and that the 
cs-Sultan was intriguing with the Assembly to depose Hix Majesty and’ to place. the 
‘liah ou the throne with himself as Regent, In view of the ambitions and 
unserupnlous character of the Zil-es.Sultan, it was possible that no long time would 
lapse before the Valiahid wonld he ousted, and the Zil-eseSultan become Shah, Both 
the British and Russian Governments had recognized the Valiahd ax Heir Apparent, and 
 Isyolshy considered that the to Governments coul hardly: remain passive spectators 
the above nature. 
lations between tie Shut und the Assembly, it would seem. that 
the lat ining the upper hand, and as the deposition of His Majesty: had heen 
proclaimed at ‘Tab other places, it was clear that his tenure of the throne had 
Hiecome exceedingly preearions. His Majesty bad been inakin daily appeals to the 
n to assist hin, but the same reply had been given to him as had been 
to the Assembly, which i that Russia 
intended to follow @ policy of strict nim n the conflict whieh had arisen, 
He understood that this was also the intention of His Majesty's Government, bute me 
tho situation was extremely critical, he would like to have my opinion as to what way the 
hest course to follow, as Uhad had some experience of Persia, a 
(1563) 
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T told his Excellency that my experience was rather ancient, as it dated from twenty 
‘yearsago, and the present conditions were very different from any which I had witnessed. 
Tn respect to the intrigues of Zil-es-Sultan, it seemed to me that the two Legations would 
he justified in giving him a word of warning. When we had transferred to the Russian 
Government the care over the interests of that personage, he had been given, I believed, 
to understand that (he privilege was accorded to him on the condition that he remained 
loyal to. the dynasty and to the institutions of the country. ‘There were, therefore, 
reasonable groimds for giving His Highness a warming. He was I knew, an intrizuer, 
but he was not a bold man, as Chad seen him in a crisis, and he had shown but little 
courage, 

With respect to the relations between the Shah and the Assembly, I confessed 
that the situation was so complicated that T conld not cleatly see an issue, and it 
seemed (o me that a policy of abstention was the wisest course. A false move might 
have unfortunate consequences, and any intervention might haye the appearance of 
taking either the side ofthe Shah or of the Assembly, and I did not know whether the 
Assembly or the Political Committees were the dominatins factors. In any case, 
1 should think it would he prudent to be guided largely by the opinions of our Represen- 
tatives on the spot. 

M, Isvolsky’ said that he would like to think over the matter, and he would be 
if would call On hin on ie following day. 

1 paid is Bxcellency a visit yesterday, and he told me that he liad telegraphed to 
Count Benckindorif, iistiueting ihin to solicit the views of His Majesty's Government 

to an asylum being afforded to the Shab in some Legation in ease his life was in 

nminent danger, and that he should be protected by iritish and Russian guards, 
The choice of the Legation should be left to the Diplomatic Body, and he thought it 
would be well to make the question an international one; and the Shah had the same 
right of asylum as any of his subjects, who occasionally greatly profited by it, He had 
also. requested Count Henekendorfi to. ascertain whether His Majesty's Government 
would be disposed to associate themselves with the Russian Government in addressing a 
word of warning to the Zil-es-Sultan, His Higlness had been requested by the Shah 
© leave Vehran for a time, but had refused to do <0, and on being pressed hind declared 
hint he was under British protection, Since dispatching the above telégrams he bad 
received 1 further telegram from M. de Hartwig, whieh reported that he and Mr, Marlin 
propoxed to take a certain course of action, and for which he had not had time to 
obtain official sanction, His Excellency's Chancery was engaged in decyphering a 
Aecoiltelogrant from My do: Hartwig, whliyhe raid, probably gave tho devas ofthe 
action whieh it vas intended to adop 

1 told M, Isvolsky that the line whieh the two Representatives were taking: 
probably that of whieh I hind just received information, and Tread to him the substance 
of Mr, Mailing’s telegram No, 404, whieh recounted the repre 
were to make on th d instant to the Shah, and also the communications whieh 
they wonld address to the Ziles-Sultan and the Assembly, His Excellency observed 
that the course whieh the two Representatives proposed to follow seemed a reasonable one, 
‘nid he would nait to see the te Hie remarked that the German Chargé d'\tlaires 
appeared to have heen unnecessarily active, and to have warmly espoused the cause of 
the Assembly, He tid unierstood that ‘this gentleman's impetuosity: on a tormer 
occasion had heen disapproved by Prince Bitlow, but he had returned to ‘Tebran, and 
seemed to be pursuing a similar active poliey. His Excellency said that his great 
desire was to act in complete accord with His Majesty's Government, and to abstain as 
far us possible from any intervention iu the present imbroslin. 

Thave, &e, 
(Signed) A. NICOLSO) 


No. 19. 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Bdieard Crey.—(Received January, 1908.) 


St, Petersburgh, December 25, 1907. 
1 CALLED upon M. Isvolsky this afternoon and communivated to him the 
ice of Mr, Marling’s telegram No, 412 of the 2ath instant, his Excellency had 
ved an identic telegram from M. de Hartwig, but he was unable to see what 
ction either Government could well take in the circumstances, If the politica 
‘omunittees or others had decided to dethrone or to assassinate the Shalt, the tio 


a 


Jovernments could not prevent such an act, and the efforts of the two Representatives 
cove ih wadue rirendi between the Shah and the Assembly, seemed to have led to 
ip result, as the latter had, so far as he could gather, refused to entertain the 
orvention of the fwo Logations, and had said that it would settle matters itself with 
Tis Majesty. Moreover, neither the Shah, nor the Government, nor the Assembly, 
was apparently able to exercise any influence, which had passed to the political 
Committees who dominated the situation. ‘ke sole desire of the Russian Government 
was to see order ind tranquillity restored, and it was a matter of comparative 
Judifferenee to them which Shah or which Government undertook the task. ‘They liad 
‘to predilection for this or that Shah, or for any special Cabinet; all they desired was 
That the present state of anarchy should cease, If there were a Shah of some 
character and of some energy, it might have been of advantage to give him support ; 
ut such a personage did not exist. He repeated to me that the Russian Government 
fermined to abstain from any military intervention, A special Committee of 
hhad been examining this point, and it had heen unanimously decided that 
it would he an unwise step to intervene manu militar’, ov even to threaten a military 
demonstration, ot 
T asked him what he thought of the reported action of the German Ghav: 

es, who appeared to have complicated a delicate and dangorons situation, —Iis 
dy said that he liad just been speaking with the German Ambassador on the 
subject, and ind tol Count Pourtales that there Tad been hopes that the action of 
the British and Russian Representatives would have had satisinctory results. if 
M. Richthofon had! not intervened and in great measure wreoked the work of 
mint Pourtalds had positively denied that 
on any active part in the present difficulties, and that he had 
only ¥' s for the purpose of obtaining information, Count Pourtalds 

had adde «understood that the British, Russian, and Kyeneh Representat 
hetweon the Shah and’ the Assembly with a view of 

settlement, 


ilioreby leading to.a 
moment when there was practically no Government in Persia, and when the whole 
country was in a state of complete anarchy, any one would dream of trying to obtain 
privileges or coucessions, The French M p had not intervened directly, though 
hal very naturally been consulted by his two colleagues, 
M. Isvolsky remarked to me that, if the German Chargé d’\ffaires lind given his 
Government to understand that Russia and Great Britain had some selfish motive in 
i, it Was most malicious on his part. Germany, who could not digest the 
jan Convention, was evidently, he said, determined to cause both Russin 
Britain as much trouble as possible whenever an opportunity. presented 
itself. 
He did not consider more could be done than wait on events and see how thoy 
developed, Perhaps the immeiate danger might pass away, tw there wore freq 
sijudes and changes in the course of Persian events. Ie understood that 


not believe in the two parties or the sevéral parties coming to an open contfict, 
I said that when Twas in Persia, 1 did not estimate the fighting qualities or the 
Vellicose disposition of the Persians very highly. ‘hey may have changed since then, 


But whatever might be their physical courage, the quite capable of assassinating. 
individuals, and of causing both Great Britain and Russia much trouble and anxiety, 
‘he lamentable fact was that there appeared to be no individual or body of men 
Were in any way capable of mastering the situation ; and we seemed to ‘be witnessing 
tle decomposition of a country. 
T have, &e. 
(Signed) ‘A. NICOLSON, 








(452) No. 20. 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Kdward Grey.—(Received January 6, 1908.) 


(No. G38.) 
Sit, Si, Petersburgh, December 28, 1907. 

1 COMMU PED to M, Isvolsky the instructions ‘with which you had 
furnished His Majesty’s Chargé d'Affaires at ‘Tehran, and which were recorded in 
your telex No. 210 to that gentleman; and [also informed his Excellency that 
You were ready to agree that the Shah, should he seok refuge in a Legation, might he 
placed under the protection of Russian and British guards, provided it was understood 
that there was no political object in this measure, but that if was simply adopted for 
the safcty of His Majesty's li 

1 recived th ing @ private letter from M, Isvolsky, of whiich I have the 
honour to transmit a eopy, in which he stat. is ready to furnish M, de Hartwig 


With similar instructions, ‘There is one amendment which, however, he would wish to 

made in the instructions, You were pleased to tell Mr, Marling that if satisfactory 
guarantees were offered that the Shah’s life would be spared and that he would be 
Permitted to leave the country, he might be handed over to th ies in the 


vent of his haying taken asylum in the British Legation. M. Esvolsky observes that 
the Versian authorities could give no guarantee whieh would he’ considered as 
sulicient; and he therefore proposes that if the Shah is to leave the country he 
should be escorted to the frontier by combined guard of Russians and Br 
will await your reply before sending the instructions to M. de Hartwig. 
Thave, &e. 
A. NICOLSON, 


Inclosure in No. 20. 
M, Isvolsky to Sir A, Nicolson, 


Mon cher Ambassideu Saint-Pétershoury, le VA (27) Décembre, 1907. 
AYAN' pris conaissinee du résumé des instructions envoyées i Mx. Marling 
ot tout prot A munir de mon ¢6té M. ¢ vuctions analogues, il me 
scmnble copendint désivable dy hutroduir nes modifications. 11 premidre de ces 
modifications tendant i aecorder an Sehah, en eas de best dans une des deux Léeations, 
Tis sanivewarde des escoxtes combinées: Russe ct An été consentie: par Sit 
cdwanl Grey, ainsi quiil résulte de votre billet de 
ontumlité do lat remiso duu Schult aux autorités Pers 
Je suis davis qwaucune garantie donnée par 
© comme suflisante, Ct que, si te eas se presente, il s 6férable Wassurer 
ul Scliali la protection des escortes combinées Russe et Anglaise jusqu’a ka frontiove. 
esp Sir Falward Grey voudra bien partager mol opinion et min 
Mn is (instructions dins.ee Sens. Jiattendai poar envoyer mes instructions 
M, de Hariwig une réponse i ce qui prcedde, 


tés ane pourmit dtre 


Votre, Ke, 
ISWOISKY. 





(456) No.2. 


A. Nicoivon to Sir Bdieard Grey. (Received January 6.) 
(No. 2 
Sir, . Petershurgh, January 2, 1908, 

1 SUGGESTED to with your instru hat he 
should request the Russian Minister at Brussels to concert with bis British collewsie 
to explain confident ppointment of 

Her us Adminis 1 Persia woulil 
daniee with the desires of the Britis sian Governments 

© the lenour to hiclose copy of «pri 
AM. Isvolsky, stating that Ne his seit the iecessary instrwe! so adds that 
Hie has requested M, de Nelidoft to urge M. Pichon ature of the 
contmet with M. 


_svolsky yesterday evening, and said that from a telegram which 
you Tater on ith Majesty ‘Ambassador in Batis, the substance of which 
read to him (Sir F. Bertie’s telegram No. 69), you were not quite satisfied that 
anfficient expedition was being shown in the appointment of M. Bizot, and that you 
‘vould be glad to know whether His Excellenoy could suggest. any further action in 
rae eres olsky replied that, in the telegrams which he hud sent a day or two ago to 
MM. de Nelidoff, he liad requested his Excellency to press the French Government not 
to dwell on matters of secondary importance which could be arranged later, but to 
Jose no time in definitely settling the appointment of M, Bizot. Tt would, perhaps, 
Trot advantaze if Sir F Bertie were to support his Russian, colleague in urging this 
point on M. Pichon, He added that the was most anxious fo see the appointment 

soon as possible, and thereby cut) short the intrigues which were busy 
es T have, &e. 
(Signed) A, NICOLSON, 


Tnclosure in 
M, Isvolsky lo Sir A, Nicolson. 


Mon cher Ambassadeur, Saint-Pétersbourg, to V7 (80) Déconbre, 1907 
M. DE HARTWIG vient de me rendre compte par téldgrapho des. agissem 
M, Priem en yue dobtenir a place de M. Mornard, ou bien d’étre nommé Conseil 
nncier apes dn Gouvernement du Schiah an Mew de M. Blaot. Tl paratt que to 
re de Bolgique i Téhéran a mis son Gouyernement an courant de cette faite, 
irant entre autres son attention sur le fait que la nomination éventuelle de 
Priem en qualité @Administeateur des Dousnes aauait des suites 
Ficheuses pour Ie s employes Belges. Le Ministre de Franee a de méme 
‘uso Gouvernement i ce sujet, en se pronongant également: contre une 
ion. 
De mon c6té, j'ai chargé notre Ministre & Bruxelles de s'e 
: d’Angleterre afin d'informer confidenticllement le Ministre des Affaires 
res de Belgique que le retour de M, Priem au service Persan ne répondrait pus 
‘ut désir des Cubinets de Londres ct dle Saint-Pétersh 
Fi outre, fai cru aiéeessaire denvoyer des instrnctions & notre Ambassadeu 
aris, en le print de se mettre poris avec M, Pichon pour hiter dans le mesure 
possible la signature div contrat avee M. Bizot, afin de mettre M, Priem en face 
1 fait accompli. 
Votre, ke. 
ISWOLSKY. 





No. 22. 


Sir F, Lascelles to. Sir Edward Groy.—(Received Junuary 6, 1908.) 


Beilin, December 24, 1901. 
that T called upon Herr von Schén this morning, 
Hit he had sent some documents about the Abu 
nM to Count Metternich for communication to you. He did not 
vis to treat this as a political question, and it was being dealt with in th 
I Department of the Foreign Office, but the papers hil taken it up, and it 
aps uulortunate that a British gun-boat should have taken au active part in a 
commercial dispute, T replied that as the German Ambassador in London was going 
to talk t0 you on the subject 1 did not propose to discuss it with him, but 1 had no 
tle that you would be glad to hear that the German Government were not disposed 
to attach political importance to it. Herr von Schon went on to say that Germany 
Jail no political interests in Persia, and gave me to understand that the activity of the 
German Chargé W’Affaires had been by no means agreeable to him, and it would 
probably be necessary before long to appoint a new German Minister to ‘Tehran. I 
soil that Tad heard (iat Baron von Iiehthofen had displayed unde ae oti, 
563) ) 
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not only during the present erisis but also when he had acted as Chargé ¢ 
On a previous occasion. Herr von Schon interrupted me by saying that there was 
another foreign Representative at ‘Tehran who seemed to wish to give himself undue 
Importance, and he could not widerstand why the French Minister should have put 
forward a claim to be present with the English and Russian Representatives at tho 
Coremony of the Shal’s taking the oath to the Constitution to the exclusion of the 
other foreign Representatives. It was only natural, in consequence of th 
position which England and Russia occupied in Persia, that their Representa 
should be present at the but if the French Minister were there, there could 
he no reason for the other diplomatists to he ke 1 said that this was the fi 
Thad Heard of such x claim being put forward French Minister, {knew that 
he liad warmly supported his English and Russian colleagues, and thought T should 
Have heard if he hid sought to obtain an exeeptional position for himself. Herr von 
Schin, however, seemed certain of his facts, 
T have, &e. 
(Signed) PRA 





No. 
Sir B, Lascelles to Sir Edward Grey, (Received Janwury 6.) 


; Berlin, January 2, UN 
[HAVE the honour to report « semiofficial aumouncement in this ngs 
Yorth German Gazette” that Count Quadi-Wykradt-Lsny, at present German Consul- 

General at Caleutta, is about to be appointed Minister at Tehran, aud that he will 

shortly proceed to his new post. 

Thave, &e. 
igued) FRANK (. LASCELL 





(Rece 


[ RECKIVED. yesterday telegrams Nos 
Zit instant, respecting the appointment of 1 1 neial Ad 

Mo Russian Ambassudor ix at present conthred to his vid the Councillor 
Limbassy is absent on leave. 1 saw, however, M. de fist, Sceret 
Tessin fi tthe Ministry of Justice to-day, Diplomatic 
present at the ture of the body of the late Minister of Justice for the Gare 
te Lyon 

"L informed M, de Btter of the substance of your telegrams, and he stated that 
Mo ile Nelidow had not up to the present made representations to M. Pichon on the 
jusirietions whieh he had wecived from St. Petersburgh. M. Pichon 
M, ile) 


M. do Etter eante to see me this evening at the imbassy, 

ML de Nolidow what Lad said to him, He is to see the Political Director at the 
Ministry for Foreign Affairs to-morrow morning on the subject of M. Bizot’s appoint- 
iment, and will inform him hat my instructions are to stpport the representations 
maile by the Russian Embassy. 

‘AS [have twice spoken to M. Clemenceau on the subject, and as T have also 
twice caused M, Louis to be informed of the views of His Majesty's Government as t 
the necessity for expediting « settlement of the matter, [ do. nor propose to 
further represéatation to the Ministry for Foreign Atfairs unless 1 hear from: th 
Russian Ambassador that he considers it desirable that L should do so. 

M. Pichon was at the ceremony atthe Ministry of Justice this afternoon, but 1 
vas not able to have any conversation with him, 

Thave, &e. 
(Signed) FRANCIS BERTIE. 


(465) 


Sir A. Hardinge to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received January 6.) 
No-8! 
Ge ) Brussels, January 3, 1908. 

1 HAYE the honour to report, in continuation of my despatch No. 2 of the 
Jat instant, that, having been mable fosee M. Davignon yesterday, the Russian Minister 
and T called together on his Excellency this moming. M. de Giers was of opinion 
that this was the best way of making the communication desired by our two Govern 
jients, and as he is my senior (having been ten years in this country), { told him that 1 
should defer to his views gard to the procedure to he adopted by us, and that T 

iat, when we were received by M. Davignon, he should open the conversation 
latter, [ agreed with him that a verbal communication would be sutticient, 

‘would not be necessary to add to it a joint or identic statement in writing, 
our being shown into the Foreign Minister's room, M. de Giers informed his 
Excellency that he had been directed by M. Isvolsky to. make a confidential communi- 
‘him to the effect that M. Priem’s return to the Persian service was, in the 

‘on of the Russian Government, undesirable and might occasion disagreements 

(dex désaccords”), M. Davignon asked whether M. Priem had left that serviee, and 

de Giers replied that he inferred that he had done so, from the employment in the 

instructions to him of the word *rentrée,” I then observed that I had heen instructed 

ix you to assoginte myself with the representations which my Russian colleague had 

jusi made, and that you agreed with the Russian Government in thinking that 

M. Pricmy’s re-employment by the Shah would be very inexpedient. — M, Dayignon 

jected to M. Momard, who he understood was now the successor of 

1s only mentioned M, Pi Vhat 

the post of Rinaneial Adviser to the 

Shak, and thus encroaching on the functions of the Krench expert whose engage- 

nent for the purpose of reorganizing the finances of Persia was desired by our two 
Governments, 

M. Dayignon said he would carefully examine the matter of whieh we had spoken 
tollim, He had had a good many reports about the Belgian officials in Persia, but the 
situation there, which he (iad discussed at length with the late M, ('Sersteyens, was 
constantly changing, and he was not sure whether M, Priem was still in the service of 
the Belgian State or hai! severed hix connection with it, in which latter ease, as he would 
lave become a mere private Belgian subject, the Belgian Foreign Office vould hardly 
‘exercise control over his procee izium had sent some very gooil and some vo 
dad Customs officials to Persia, and tlieir character and * mentalité” often underwent a 
estraordinary change in their new Eastern environment, ‘The King tad just approve 
the appointment to Tehran of a ne or, a very active aud capable man, and he 
(M. Davignon) would lose no time in going into the question with him, and would 

vinanuinicate with us again, His Excellency was evidently disposed to do all he could 
nyt our wishes, and we accordingly thanked him and withdrew, 

When M. Pri nally resigiied all connection with the Belgian Administrati 
or is merely “en disponibilité,” it is, 1 think, unlikely that he will persist in his efforts 
to be re-employed by tie Shab, should the Belgian Vegation at Tehran or the Foreign 
Office hore xive hi t that his action is disipproved by the Belgian Government. 
‘Any position which hw could obtain in Persia would in the present state of aflairs there 
he precarions. and he doubtless looks to re-employnient under Government at home. 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) ARDHUR H. HARDINGR, 





No. 26, 

. Sir N, O'Conor to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 6.) 
No, 4.) 
(Telegraphic) P. Constantinople, January 6, 1908, 


“ FOLLOWING from Mr, Wratislaw, No. 1, dated the 5th instant and received 
to-day 


_ “On the 2nd instant the Turkish Commissioner went to the village of Balu, which 
is inhabited by Sunnis, taking with him an escort of fifty soldiers; he had 


invited to do so. ‘This village lies 6 miles to the north-north-west of U: 





then invited the n Commissioner to come and meet him there, which he did 
vesterday, They discussed the question of where the Commission shall assemble, the 
Persian proposing Urmia, and Tahir Pasha at first suggesting Van or possibly a village 
in the Sclmas district, but le ended hy saying that he must wait for instructions, 
Uhe Persians prefer Urmia itself, though they would not object to some place in the 
neighbourhood, 

“The two missing amembers of the Persiun Commission are expected to arrive here 
soon 





(620) 27. 


Sir N. O'Conor to Sir Ediard Grey.—(Received January 6.) 
(So 5) 
Mlographic,)  P, Constantinople, January 6, 1905. 
TMAVE sent the following to Mr. Wratislaw (repeating my message to 
Si, Petersburgh and Tehran) in reply to his tel Yo, 1 ‘ é 


“Phe Ottoman Government appear to be indifferent as to where the Commission 
rneets, and are only auxions that there should he no dela 


In reply to a question of the Grand Vizier's to-day, L said that [ thought it hest 
that the Commission should choose the place of meeting for themselves. 





(611) No. 28. 


Nir ds Nicolson ta Sir Edward Grey. (Received January 6.) 

(No. 5.) 

(Voleginphie,) 2. St. Petersbuegh, January 6, 1908. 
PERSIA, to your telegram No, 7 of the 8id instant, 
lustructions aye been sent by M. Isvolsky to the Russian Minister at Teh 

in conformity with those dispatched in your telegram No, 210 to M 

the modification that, should the nc 
conduct the Shai to the fron 





No. 29, 
Mr. Marling to Sir Kinard Grey —(Received Jonuary 6.) 
phi. Tehran, January 6, 1908, 


NOTING his Government, German Chargé d’Affaires is 
wernient a declaration as 10 whether Island 


To you wish n ly “Minister for Foreign Affairs of 1901 incident, 


and warn him ag Hy enidea 


in to put forward Persian claim to the 
inland’? [Nave already lone so privately. 





{615 | No. 80, 
Sir Bard Grey to Mr. Marling. 
Foreign Office, January 6, 1908 


ilay’s date, T eonsider that your reminder is 
ion nved he made by you in the matter. 
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(42626) Np, Bl 
Foreign Office to Imperial Bank of Persia. 


Si Foreign Office, January 6, 1908, 
"1 AM directed by Secretary Sir E, Grey to inform you that His Majesty 
Chargé Affaires at Tehran has reported that on the 26th ultimo he received a 
request from the Imperial Bank of Persia that twelve extra men who were on their 
‘ray to join the escort at Ispahan, and were then nearing Shiraz, should be allowed to 
z up twenty-five mule-loads of silver coin, as, owing to the insecurity of the roads, 
Persian post had declined to accept this consignment, 4 
Sir E. Grey has assented to this request’ being complied with, provided that the 
firaz secs no objection, and on condition that the Bank shall accept all 
for any loss which may be inourred. 
Lam, &e. 
(Signed) LOUIS MALL, 





No. 32. 
Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Recewwed January 7.) 


Tehran, January 7, 1908. 
ial Adviser for Persia, 

M. do Ta Martinidre has succeeded in inducing Persian Government to agree to 
sive M. Bizot the required title. He has also obtained some minor concessions relating 
iemnity inthe case of the eoutraot Teng broken, and traveling expenses 
raphe instructions to Persian Representative in Paris are promised by: Minister 
Foreign Affairs, authorizing him to s ring desiderata of Mrench 

ster of Finanee, and on lines proposed by him, ite 9 
Judging from my last conversation with Mushir-ed-Dowleh, and especially in, view 
of fact that German Chargé d'Affaires continues to push M. Priem, I-do not think it 

would be possible to obtain more. 


eS ————————E—Eeee 
797) No. 33. 


Mr, Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 8.) 
(No. 9.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. 
IMPERIAL Bank of Persia, 
Following is confidential :— 


Tam informed very confidentially by Manager of Bank that his position is bein, 
rendered intolerable by the lack of conlidence which Board are showing in him, and 
that he may be compelled to send in his resignation, 

Should he do so either German Bank or National Bank would, I believe, secure his 
services. Both have long ago approached him with that purpose. An amalgatnation 
of the two projects is also possible contingency. ‘This would take the form of a bank 
with a small capital, nominally national, but partly German, and possessed of all the 
Concessions secured by its Charter to the original National Bank. Prospects of success 
of such a bank would be very good, as Government Iusiness now done by. Imperial 
Bank would soon be secured by it, and many of his old customers might follow 
Mr. Rabino if he were Manager. ‘There would be little risk to the German capital 
involved, and the facilities for acqniring profitable Concessions would be considerable, 


Tehran, January 8, 1908, 





{41741/07) No, 34. 
Foreign Office to India Office. 


Sir, Foreign Office, January 8, 1908, 
WITH reference to your letter of the 20th November, 1907, relative to the 
proposals Hales Flinger and Co. for the exploitation of the red oxide on the 
[ise B 





ls 


Island of Hormuy, Lam directed by Secretary Sir E. Grey to transmit to you herewith, 
to he laid before Mr, Secretary Morley, copy of a letter from that firm, which they 
yequest may b ed for previous letter of the 19th October. St will be 
cen that the text of the assurances which Messrs. Ellinger desire to reeeive from 
i rnment has heen revised in accordance with the result of the 
already passed between the India and Foreign Offices 

and which was communicated privately to Messrs, Ellinger and Co. 

‘Nhe proposed enterprise appears to Sir E. Grey to be a most desirable one, w 
is deserving of cordial support from His Majesty’s Government. He is therefore 
disposed, subject to My. Morley’s concurrence, to give to Messrs, Bilinger and Co. the 
‘issuiran ject to the condition that they will only hold good so long 
xis the enterprise remains British, 

Tam, however, to draw Mx, Morley’s atte that the grant of these 
fissures involves the support by His Majesty of « monopoly of the 
export of red oxide from Hormuy, and that, consequently, it will be inconsistent for 
lis Majesty's Government to justify the action of the Sheikh of Shargah in regan to 
Messrs, Wonekhaus? contract for the export of red oxide from Abu Musa on the 
round that it created a monopoly 

Mr Morley: is aware that Sit B, Grey has not suggested in the letter trom this 
Department of the 28th ultimo that the question of a monopoly should he raised in 
roplying to the German Government, but, in fact that the Government of 
India based theit recommendation to the She ol the Abu Musa Concession 
on that ground, he is of opinion that an understanding should be avvived at with the 
Government of India as to the basis on whieh the reply to the German Government 
should be fined) so as to exclude the argiment in regard to a monopoly, as fo the 
validity of which he has always felt great doubts, 

Sir B, Grey would be glid to be favoured with an early answer to this communi- 
cation. 

Tam, &e, 
LOUIS MALLI 





No. 35, 
Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.-( Received January 9.) 


aphie.) Py SL. Petersburgh, January 9, 1908. 
SIX, Pinancinl Adviser ? . 
svolsky thinks that, as Persian Goyerument have practically accepted th 
amendinents proposed by the French Government in M. Bizots contract, Russi 
and British Ambassadors in Paris might concert together to urge French 
ment to settle appointment finally, M. Isvolsky is telegraphing in this sen 
M, de Netidott, 


(382) No. 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edvard Greg. — Received January 9.) 
(No. Ly, 
(Velesraphie.) 0. Vehrin, January 9, VOOS. 

PLNASE refer to my tele Ob und 413 of the 2st and Aili Decoder, 
1907, respectively, 

Until the Sbth October it yas impossible, owing to German intrigue, for Russian 
Minister and myself to earry ont point 2 of onr programme, uawiely, to communicate to 
Assembly the diasiraives we hal asked for and received frou His Majest 

ute we addressed ta President iidentie letters (eapy inelosedt in th 
by’ last inessengor) informing hin of the steps 
would stand by his ple 
vail in the Asse ly 
jan Chargé d’Mffaires, on learning this, wrote a letter to President, appareutly 
in (ernis w little strouger, but to. precisely nd ow the 7tt instaut this 
Totter was rival out in the Assembly, 
Inissian Minister declares that, to his wbsolute kuowledge, German Chang dA 
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neither asked nor obtained any such assurances is those to which he now lays claim, 
tind there is every reason to believe that this is the case. peice ; 

‘dently at German instigation, and with a view to internationalization of Persian 
juternal affairs, Turkish Ambassador has also made a similar communication to the 
Assembly. 





N, O'Conor, 


legraphic,)_P. Foreign Office, January 9, 1908, 
FRONTIER dispute between ia, 4 
ni from Count Benckendorff that a promise has been given by ‘Tahir Pasha 
I recommend Ottoman Government ty select Urumia as place where ¥ 
Caunmission should meet, Russian Ambassador at Constantinople has received 
instructions to support the recommendation of the Nurkish Commissioner, and your 
Excellency stiould act in concert with M. Zinoview in the matter, 





(785) 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Marling, 

(No. 10.) 

{olegraphic,) Ps Foreign Office, January 9, 1905, 
ission respecting Abu Mnsa with your German colleague should be 


The island is not situated within the territories of the Persian Kingdom, 
ject is again raised by M. de Richthofon, you should point, out thitt, in 
accordance with ‘Treaty obligations, the British Resident, acting: on behalf of the 
1 the habit of conducting the foreign affairs of the Sheikh of 


You should further adi that the German Embassy in London ave in communication 
With His Majesty's Government on the subje 


1956) No. 
Note communicated by Russian Embassy, January‘), 1908, 


vm télégramme du Vice-Consul de Russie Ourmialy, le Commnissa 
vitation la frontiore Pureo-Persane a propost th 
ville de Dinan comme sibge de 
ce fit A Ou 
Commissaire ‘la Porte ct dappuyer de son ¢ 
demante, 
Vay pre dt Commissains Pers slexpliqie par li présence & Ourimial des 
Consuls Russe et Anglais fiation ne ponreait manquer dexcrcer une grande 
Ja mare ciations et quit ne sturaient se transporter dins une 
= donner liew & des commentaires, 
Isissilour de Ritssie i Constantinople a 4é chargé ilo s'entendre ayee son 
ngloter rf r la proposition Persane aupres de ly Sublime 





No. 40, 


olson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 10.) 


eae St. Petersburgh, Jumuary 6, 1908, 

__ 1 INFORMED M, Isvolsky that His Majesty’s Government’agroed that, in case 
of need, the Shah might be conducted to the frontier by a combined British and 
Russian escort ; and Desp the hope that he would now he ina position to seni 
instructions to M.de Hartwig similar to thoss with whieh Mes Marling hil been 
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fumished, T beg leave to transmit copy of a letter which T have re 
M. Isvolsky; stating that the necessary instrictions have been telegraphed to M, de 
Hartwig, 
5 T have : 7 
(Signed) NICOLSON. 
Tnclosure in No. 40, 
M, Isvolsky to Sir A. Nicolson. 


Saint-Pélershourg, le 23 Décembre, 1907 
Moii cher Ambassadeur, (5 Janvier, 1908). : 
EN réponse i votre aimable lettre dhier, je m’empresse de vous faire savoir que 
} vious @enyoyer par télégraphe 4 M. do Hartwig des instructions analogues i celles 
dont: Sir 2, Grey avait muni Mr, Marling, et dont yous avez eu Nextréme obligeance 
de me communiquer un résumé le 13 (25) Décembre courant, mais en y introduisant 
fications convenues ontre fos Cabinets de Londres et de Saint-Pétersbourg, 
i, en inyitant notre Ministre & accorder & Sa Majesté le Schah en cas de 
garde des escortes combinges Anglaise et Russe, ct & Tui assurer, 
pour le cas od il devrait quitter le pays, In protection des deux escortes combines 
jusquit la frontiére, : bliss pete san 
Fospore que Mx, Marling « déji été avisé des modifications & introduire dans ses 
instructions. 
Votre, &e. 
(Signé)" ISWOLSKY. 





(1004 No. dl, 


Sir N. O'Conor to Sir Kdivardd Grey.—(Received January 10.) 
Nu. 7, 
ge phic.) Constantinople, January 10, 1908, 

TURCO-PERSEAN frontior, See your telogram No, 8 of the Oth instant, 

Four days ago the Grand ced me which would be the best meeting place 
for the Commission, Tsaid T considered it would be best to let the Commissioners 
decide the point for themselves, and rofused, on that ground, to express an opinion, 
My Russian colleague has nov requested that they should meet at Unni, and, at his 
request, I yesterday supported his recommendation. 


{1006} Now 
Mr, Marling to Sir Edward Grey, (Received Junwary 10.) 


phic.) ‘Tehran, January 10, 1908. 
WRMAN, ‘Turkish, and Austrian Dragomans yestord: to congratulate 
Ow the anniversary of his coronation. long communication, dealing with the 
il situation, from Austrian Minister was read out by hi ‘The stop 
en at the instigati Legation, andl is an innovation. 
Pique at the insignificant role he is condemned to play in Persian polities, and 
perliaps also persoual animosity against M. de Hartwig, have contributed to influence 
Austrian Minister. 





(1011) No. 43, 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 10.) 

(No. 13) 
(elegraphic., P. Tehran, January 10, 1908. 

APPACK on harks at Merivan, 

Your telegram No, 2 of thi Lst instant 

Mis Majesty's Consul at Kermanshah telegraphs as follow 

“Information correct, but, it iS doubtful whether a gun was captured, 
officially given out is Uat Porsians attacked advancing Tarks inst 


W 


< to welcome them and surrender voluntarily, which is what the Turks thought 
ere doing. Reports are to effect that Turks are trying to bribe Persian tribes, 
stirring up Turkish tribes. Governor proposes to proceed shortly to frontier. 
To-day Turkish Consul-General left suddenly for Bagdad, On the 2nd instant 
Mollah Mehdi arrived with credentials from high priests of Kerbala, He was welcomed 
by a large crowd kissing his feet.”” 


Persian Government are being warned of danger of giving provocation to ‘Turks, 





(898) No. 44. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir B. Bertie. 
(No. 7.) 
(Telegraphic.) _P. Foreign Office, January 10, 1908. 
PERSIAN finance. 
You may act in concert with your Russian colleague in regard to M. Bizot’s 
‘appointment. 
See yesterday's telegram No, 6 from St, Petersburgh, 





(1172) No. 


Sir N. O'Conor to Sir Edieard Grey.—(Received January 11.) 
(No. 91) 
(Telegraphic) P. Constantinople, Januiry 11, 1908. 
FOLLOWING telegram received from Mr. Wratislaw, at Urmia to-day, dated the 
‘eh instant :— 


(No, 2 
the Governor-General of Azerbaijan who is now at Saujboulak, telegraphs to the 
ian Commissioner that he is well received and meets with little opposition, but 
that he is surprised to find that many Persian subjects claim Durkish nationality, 
‘The Turkish Commissioner came to Urmia yesterday to feed (sie) with the Persian 
Commissioner, but returned to Balu. He called on mo, ind I tried to find out what his 
weting place of the Commission, but his ansivers 
he thought the question could be settled by friendly conversation 
essions, and that formal negotiations and the exchange of 
the Persians desired, were unnecessary. 1 said that 1 did not 
agree ans to be w ne On purpose, perhaps in order to. allow 
time for the ot i 
Whe Persia nig to induce Taher Pashia to put the ‘Turkish 
tions on paper, but the latter's answers are vague and evasive. 
Taher Pasha told me that many. villagers hud applied to lim for Turkish pro- 
cotion, but that he had virtuously rejected their applica 





(2253) No. 46, 
Sir N. O'Conor to Sir Edward Grey.—( Received January 114) 


‘elegraphic.) P. Constantinople, January U1, 1908. 
THAVE re the following telegram No.4 of the 10d instant, from Urania 


“Taher Pasha told me when J called on him to-lay that he reljed on my good 
offices to smooth away any difficulties which might arise. I found him much more 
accommodating than before. A house is being prepared for the ‘Turkish Commission 
near the town, and he told me he would come to it when invited, He also said he was 
prepared to admit the extension of the inquiry to cover the wholo frontier, and 16 
event the Persian view as to the method in which the negotiations should be 
couducted 


3 ic 
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Following is the reply which T have sent him to-day 
4 (No.2) 

“The (rand Vizier told me, in reply to my representations, that he had instructed 
the Turkish Commissioner twice within the last week to come to an agreement with 


his Persian colleague as to the meeting place of the Commission, and to do his best to 
solve the frontier question satisfactorily.” 





(1156) AT 
Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey {Received January 11.) 


i Tehran, January 11, 1908. 
| refer to my telegram No, 19 of the LOt instant 
His Majesty's Consul at Kermanshiah telegraphs as: follows -— 


“Q collision on Persian territory is reported between Persian and Turkish tribes, 
ni it is stated that Ottoman troops on frontier sndor Yussuf Pasha hay 
ised. “Tolegtam from Governor of Kasti-Shirin says it is ne 
steps immediately, On the Uth instant Governor of Kerinansliah, accompa 
Feginent and gins, starts for the frontier; it is reported that he will he joined by 
Kallior T propose, if you to proce tely to Kast-isShi 
Here be in toucl all along the border, whereas I find it dificult to obtain carly 
rustworthy information I If necessary T can ‘chapar’ back to Rermansliah, but 1 
Fink trouble Tere most wnlikely. Taal work at a still during absence of 
Jovern 
“A ina is Doing sont by me for news to Kurdistan,” 


been 


Should Consul proceed us snsguestedd ? 





(1171) » 1S, 


(ie. 19) Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.— (Received January 11.) 
(Delexeuphiie) P, Tehran, January WV. UWS, 
ON the night of the 7th, Feridont, a prominent Parsee mete! 
here. 
nis no doubt that crime Nad political motive, 
Community, from whom Popular party have rec : 
Thave reccived promise from Prime Minister that he will dot 


best to secure 
artist of murderers, 





{1156} No, 49, 


Sir Bdirard Grey to Mo. Marling, 
ren Haward Grey to Mr. Marl 
(Pelearaphiv,) . 
TU RCO. PERSIAN frontier dispute 
Fappro proposal Uiat Constel at Kermanshah should go t Kasti Shirin, as 
mentioned in vour telegram No. Lb of to: ‘ 


Ile sho ry to secure tha Ty) 0 il Syndicate sha erly 
ep fry to seoure that property of Oil Syndicate shall the properly 


Foreign Office, January 11, 1905, 





11255) No. 50, 


Nir fy Bertie to Sin Buward Grey —(Receivel January 12) 


(Veleraphie.) DP. 
PERSIA. Brench Financial Adviser, 
Your telegram No, 7 of yesterday, 
‘The Lussian Ambassader, who i 

that the Political Director at the Mini 


Paris, January 1, 1908. 


s room hy illness, told me to-day 
reign Affairs, to whom he sent a 
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Secretary this morning, had stated that, as the Persian Government had accepted the 
fitle of Financial Counsellor, and other details at issue had been arranged, the Persian 
Minister in Paris would sign M, Bizot’s contract this evening, 

T have had confirmation of this from M, Louis, whom I saw this afternoon, As 
ie stated that, on account of the difficulties of travelling at, the present. scason, 
M. Bizot might perliaps not be able to go to Tehran immediately, suggested that 
the difficulties were not insurmountable, and that it was important for him to reach 
his post without delay. 





(1254) No. 51. 
N, O'Conor to Sir Edward Grey—(Received January 12.) 
Constantinople, January 12, 1008. 


ing telegram, No. 5, dated yesterday, received from Urumia 


According to a telegram, sent from Soujboulak by. the Goy feueral of 
zerbaijan, a thou Kurds have ot between him anid Tabreez, having worked 
round his rear, and that this is the result of their haying again beon sti 
iim by the T eral Oicer Commanding at Passova.”” 





(1241) Nor52) 


Sir N. O'Conor o Sir Edward Grey.—( Received Jaunary VB.) 
15) 
Sir, Pera, January 8, 1905. 
“VITIL reference tomy telegram No. reporting that orders 
vl liven sent. to. Van to prepare for mobilization at short notice, and to my despatch 
», 791 of the 24th ultimo, reporting that efforts were heing made to collect reserves 
il tweruits at Mosul, Lam now informed that onlors have heen sent to the military 
ihorities of Trebizond to hold the Redifs of that military district in readiness on 
gel pretext that they may be required to repel an attack on the part of the 
Armenian revolutionaries on the Russian frontier. The Redify of the Ghumushkhane 
district lave also been called ont for an unknown destination, while from Bitlis. L 
am that the Rediff have be solours andl that other minor 
ry preparations are not i i chied from Bitlis 
ascoifain how many of the Hamidich irregular are available for avtive sorviee, and 
iivu battalions. are ‘lelieved to he about: to leave Moush for Van. ‘The Commandant 
is has informed THis Majesty's Vice-Consul that cleven battalions of the Sth 
jou, four battalions of whieh lielong to the Bitlis Vilayet, have onlers to proceed 
Persian fronticr as soon as the necessary funds are forthcoming, thei pie 
ng filled by Redifs. Lastly, 1 have received « roport from His Majesty's Consuls 
in Syria that General Perteb Pasha, accompanied by a number of officers, has passed 
through Beirout and arrived at Aleppo on the 80th ultimo, with 46 mountain and 6 
ficld guns, 11,000 Mauser rifles, and 1,200 cases of ammunition destined for the 6th 
it Bagdad. 1 have the Porte as to the meauing of 
itary preparations. In reply the Cimand Vizier said that they were connected 
with the reorganization of the Gth Army Corps, which had been intrusted to Genera 
aished young soldier who was educated in Berlin and attached 
‘Ajtaché to the Japanese Army, where Mr. Barelay tells ne he 
few, At the same is Highness implied that in tho unc 
ion of affairs in Persia they desired to he prepared for eventualities, although hus 
assured me that they had no aggressiv. ily that country, 


(Signed) N. R, O'CONOR. 








(1309) No. 53, 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey —(Receivé January 13 
fears i rd Grey.—{Received January 13.) 
(Tolegraphic.) 
near Merivan impossible, 
frontier authorities. 

Tt is denied by Minister for Foreign Affairs that Firman Firma (who is believed to 


3,000 men with hin) cut off, gh 1,0 Curds are i 
Hae 3.000 men sith hin) is eut of, though 1,000 Kuns are threatening 


Tehran, January 13, 1908, 
ment that suow will render any military operations 
have sent orders enjoining the utmost prudence on 


is communi 





(1443) No, 


Treasury to Foreign Office. (Received January V1.) 
si - 
Lia teen i Treasury Chambers, January 18, 1908, 
see LANE, nid bofore the Lords Commissioners of Mis’ Majesty's eeasury 
Ary Malle'sTottor of the Sr instant, stating that, in view of the disquieting situato 
Shiraz the Consular guard there has heen, or will be, temporarily doubled be 
inting the escort duo for relief on the arrival of the reliegs pale 
‘ a to request you to inform Sceret: 
hat this measure is considered nec vy of the Bi OC 
ha se ifety of the British Consulate, my 
Lords will not object. tot to Linporial funds of one moiety. of the tot 


additional cost involved for a period not i x 
MATER, Cost Involve fon a pesiod not exceeting six montis in all (ie, of half 


t, on the understanding 


Lam, & 
(Signed) - WH. MURRAY, 





(1489) No. 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey—(Received January 14.) 


(No. 18,) 


(legrnbiey Tehran, Jonvary 14, 1908, 

__ SUDUA'HON appears to be very precarious, and i mele nye gan 

Histst of the Slats vor much Increased, Ii Saja has ta ges 

Assadaul-Mulk, ead of the Rajae s-Sultanch, that the Kajars themselves 

will inito with the nation in deposing him in favour. of the manner 

signal proof that he intends to co-operate with the Assenbly, 
Tasked Primo Ministor, whon I saw a few days ago, whether it would. be 
ne to do anything to relieve the situation, His Pxcelloncy susested aad 
‘und Warning hin that to. pursue li lve sovious eonees 

quences. Laskud for private audienc 

onsite the. Minister for Foweigh, Af 

frank exposition of the case to His Maj ory grav e 

which, in my opinion, threatened him,” at etae anes 

story a 


shullling, though he : i 
1 though he professed to be an earnest friend of the Cons 

n Minister hias hiinso ee 
with his entire concurrence, 


—— ee 
[449] No. 56, 


IF spoken to Shah in similar sense, and 1 took this step 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson. 


Sir, Moreic 
Ten ainaneauiceon Foreign Offee, January 15, 1908. 
r i's despatch No, 627 of the 28H De 9007 
Hat M. Isvolsky informal you that he hal instmoted Cone eee age Ou 
the y jesty’s Gover 
ise his life was in imminent dan 


tish and Russian guards, that. the ¢ id that he should he 


protected 
of the Legation should 


be left to the Diplomatic Body, and that he thought it would be well to make the 
juestion an international one. 

‘The course to which I have agreed is not quite identical with the proposal put 
forward by M. Isvolsky, as I did not contemplate that the choice of the Legation in 
which the Shah would be received, in case of His Majesty seeking “bast,” should be 
left to the Diplomatic Body, or the possibility of His Majesty taking refuge in any 
other Legation but the British or Russian. 

Tt appears to me that M. Isvolsky’s proposal would open the door to the result: 
which both His Majesty's Government and the Russian Government particularly wish 
to prevent, ie, the internationalization of the Persian question, and for this reason 1 
am strongly of opinion that it would be undesirable to adopt it. : 

T should be glad if your Excellency would take an opportunity in conversation of 
pointing this out to M, isvolsky. 

Tam, &e, 
(Signed) —, GRE 





(465) No. 57. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Hordinge. 


(No. 6.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, January 15, 1908, 

I HAVE received your despatch No.8 of the 3rd instant, reporting the joint 
communication made to the Belgian Government by you and the Russian Minister on 
the subject of M. Priem’s return to the Persian service, 

You state that you informed M. Davignon that M. Priem was believed to ho 
aiming at obtaining the post of Financial Adviser to the Shah, 

T have to refer you to Mr, Marling’s telegram No. 401 of the 21st ultimo, whieh 
reported that M. Priem was intriguing against M, Moruard, whose place he wished 
to obtain, whereas the only recent information which T have reecived with regard 
to his candidature for the post of Financial Adviser is that contained in Mr, Marling’s 
telegram No. 406 of the 22nd instant, to the effeot that the German Chargé d’Affaires 
is suggesting his appointment in that capacity. 

‘is Majesty’s Government. liave no complaint to make against M. Moruard, 
who is described by Mr. Marling, in his telegram No, 401, as fairly satisfactory and 
friendly. 

You should take the opportunity of making it clear to M. Davignon, should his 
Excelleney again refer to the subject, that the more immediate consideration fs 
M. Priem’s intrigue against M. Moruard, especially sinee the signature of the contract 
‘appointing a French Financial Adviser. 

Tam, &e. 
(Signed) 1, GRBY. 





(1688) No, 58. 
India Office to Foreign Office (Received January 16.) 


Sir, India Office, January 15, 1908, 

I AM directed by Mr. Seerotary Morley to acknowledge the receipt of Mx. Mallets 
letter date the 8th instant, rative to the proposals of Messrs, llinger and Co, for 
the exploitation of the red oxide on the Island of Hormuz, 

Tn reply, I am to state tlat Mr. Morley conenrs in tho proposal of the Secretary 
of State for Foreign Affairs to give Messrs, Ellinger and Co, the assurances asked 
for, subject to the condition that they will only hold good so long as tho enterprise 
remains British, 

Tam, &e, 
(Signed) ‘A, GODLEY. 
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[1706] No. 59. 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 16.) 
‘No. 9.) 
(Velegraphic.) P, 
FATIS of Persia, 
I formed by Minister for Foreign Affairs that it has been thought prudent 
fo make a slight redistribution of the Russian forces near the Persian frontier, but 
that there are only 600 Cossacks in the rayon of Julfa, and it is not proposed to 
adopt uy further precautionary measures Exaggerated reports had. apparently 
Feacied the Persian Governmentand the above planations had been given to the 
Persian Chargé d'\ffaites here in answer to his inquiries. 


St. Petersburgh, January 16, 1908. 
9) y 





(1702) No. 60. 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—( Received January U6.) 

(No, 19.) 

(Peleg Tehran, January 16, 
Th Just received following telegram, dated the 25th December, fro 

Lorimer, which T repeat with reference to my tel 

last :— 


aware than instulment had been withheld. 
imswer to tny announcement of suspension reached ane on. the 
Bend December. It is conciliatory in tone. No repudiation of responsibility (which L 
nyself iid not speeffically mention) is implied, but Khaus oxpostulate wildly, and 
nake piotestation of theit past services and friendship, 

Fall propose to pay instalmont only when a satisfuctory adjustment is effected 
in which question of compensution might be included, and shall. offer to net 
intormeatiany for Khang with the Legation, Iewalt ne possible to postpone mention 
of compensation, but fact should be brought lime to Syndicate that tt will thereby 
become still more difficult in future to recover this and subsequent elaine 


Thave 
communicated with the Manager, Mr. Reyuolds, in regard to the dhove, 


{fntirely gree in Captain Loriner’s view, which is also supported by Major Cox, 
{i th same way as they appealed against’ Lorimer to Legation, 80 do. ths Khon 
Apres to have succooded in communicating directly with Synutieatey i order to appeal 
against attitude of Legation. Tt would be inost unfortmiate if good result achieved 
ced by independent action of. Syn: te, for it seems clear, both from 

Captain Loriner'y. Report and from indications here, that the Khang are coming to 
Feet og tdleate lo not) T think, realize that with the Khans the money aru, ty 
I, We shall be de d of our inost effective \ on, and it will be 

to get Tynch’s clans settled if they pursue a policy of * damning 





11703] 


Mr. Marling to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received Juncary 16.) 

(No, 20.) 

(elegraphic.) . 
TURCO-PERSIAN frontier disput 
Tom informed by Minister for Koreigu Affairs that Firman Firma is prac! 

{Wpunded at Saoujboulak by Kurds, aud that threatening letters hare Net 

by him from ‘Turkish Commander, voning him to abs uy suilitary 


Persian, Stinst the tribes. These tribes ate the Gurek and Manesh, and are lark 
Persian. 


Tehran, January 





(1705) AA 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 16.) 
(No. 22) ; 
(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, January 16, 1908. 
PLEASE refer to my telegram No. 18 of the Lith instant. et vee 
It is generally believed that the only object of a fresh show of conciliation which 
te Shah has made with Assembly is to carry him safely over two oficial recoptions 
which itis customary to hold at this season ; already indications are appearing of the 
total insincerity of his latest promises also. lint this is the ease is admitted by the 
Minister for Foreign Affairs, who regards the Shah's position as most precarious, 
iiough he is as a rule extremely. reticent about the internal situation, Mushir-ed. 
Dowleh even hinted at the possibility of a Rogency, and mentioned the name of 
Zi1-es-Sultan in this connection. 





(1793) Now 68. 


Sir N. O'Conor to Sir Edward Grey—(Received January 17,) 
(No. 13.) 
(Telegraphic) B. 
TERCO-PERSIAN fro1 
Following from Mx. Wratislaw at Urmia, No, 5 of the Lith January 


Constantinople, January 17, 1908. 


Stey taken for promoting the security of the dist ai proving elie 
traffic has been resumed over the North Road, which appears to be sale. ‘The ri ihn 
botyyeen two parties of patrols has led to unimportant breaelios of the peace in Usnis 
during the: Kk; only one person has been killed, though there wax a good deal of 
firing. 

iio Pers jouer has complained! formally to Thir Pasha. coucemning 
flesetion of the er in command at Pasvah,” Tahir Pasha. haw disavowed 
fhe atti nn both by letter and telegram to behave better in futon 
‘The Turkish Commissioner is considere likely to arrive herein a day or two. 





(1792) No. 64, 
Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Receivedl January 7.) 


b Tehran, January V7, 1908. 
Persian Gulf 
Fogrot an oversight in my telexcram No, 378 of the Lith December tasty in 
jor Cox's proposal should lave been described ts the destruc i 
ongholds in the event of his failing to pay 15,000 rupees, whic 
‘listributed among the victims of the 5 compensation, 
‘Our assistance rsian Government, 1: rt their willing. 
ics themse ‘ Vean correct n th Persian Gove 
i ®, but the imore forcible measure, ly carr 
} produce a better moral effect. As Governor of Gulf ports is a. elves 
friend of Chief, operition will certainly not he effective if left in the hands of Postay 
ment its efficacy could, however, be assured were [to inform Porsian Geren 
it that the operation will be watched by one of His Majesty's ships, and thn 


r in command are that, if work is not carried oitt to his satistuetion, 
he is to complete it 





(1959) No, 65. 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edvard Grey.—(Received January 18.) 


(Welegeaph a) B Tehran, January 18, 1908, 
FRENCH Financial Adviser. Your telegram No. 16 of the Lahr inglant’ 
His Majesty's Ambassador in Paris will, | pre 
eneral instructions to be ziven to M, Bizol, 


ne, be consulted in regard to 
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[1959] No. bi. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson. 
(No, 18.) 
(Delegraphie.) P. Foreign Office, January 18, 1908. 
FINANCIAL Adviser to Persian Government. 5 
‘As regards a “lettre de service,” see Mr. Marling’s telegram No. 24, you should 
report the view held by Russian Government on the subject. 





[1688] No. 67. 
Foreign Office to Messrs. Ellinger & Co. 


Gentlemen, Horeign Office, January 18, 1908. 
T LATD before Seeretary Sir 2. Grey your letter of the 20th ultimo, stating that 
you propose to form a Limited Liability Company for the purpose of buying from the 
ujar all the red oxide on the Island of Hormuz, 
{n order to facilitate the subscription of the necessary funds 
may receive the following assurances trom His Majesty's Government :— 


1, That, so far as His Majesty Government are aware, the Concession to the 
" perpetuity. ‘The Firman and Rescript confirming it have been seen at 
the British Legation at Tehran, 

2 ‘hat, whatever linppens as between the Moin and the Persian Government in 
respect of the future of the Concessions, His Majesty's Government will see that 
every possible effort is made to prevent interference with the rights secured to the 
Company hy their Agreement with the Moin under his Concession, and to seo that 
tho righis and interests of the dehenture-holders are respected. 

Phat [His Majesty's Government will unofficially do all they ean in case of 
need to bring pressure fo hear upon the Moin or his successors to carry out his 
obligations under this contract. 

‘4, hat the Lew ‘ohran sliall he desired to watch the interests of the 
debonture-holders ‘I shall permit the Company to employ Abbas Ki 

, OMG erotary to the British Legation at Tehran, and a Britis! 

eet, to communicate from time to time to th of the debenturc-holdors 
anything which may come to his knowledge affecting the person or property of the 
Moin in such a mainer as to prevent or be likely to prevent him from carrying out 
iis obligations to the Gc 

hat His Majesty's Consul at Bundex Abbas shall also be requested to watch 

of the debenture-holders generally, and to give all possible assistance 10 

the Company's agent at Bunder Abbas. he agent’s duty will be to report to the 

‘Mrustees of the deenture-holders from time to time the progress of mining by the 

Moin, and, in case of need, to engage men on their behalf to do. the gor 

otlienvise to take such steps as may reasonably he required for the protection of 
their interests. 


Lamdirected to inform you, in reply, that His Majesty's Government are prepared 
to give the above-mentioned assurances, subject to the condition that they will only 
Hold good so long as the enterprise remains British, and provided that the charac 
and nationality of the debenture-holders whose ‘Trustees are to have either a majority 
on the Board, ora veto on the transfer of the ordinary shares, are established to the 
satisfaction of His Majesty's Goyernment. 
Sir B, Groy tak aply will be considered as 
to such persons as His 


Tam, &e. 
(Signed) LOUIS MALLET. 


25 
1985) No. 68, 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 20, 1908.) 
(No. 272.) 
Sir, Tehran, December 21, 1907, 

I HAVE had the honour to receive your despatch No, 175 of the Sth’ Octoher 
last, transmitting copy of a letter to the Euphrates and Tigris Steam Navigation 
Company, which announees the renewal for three years of the annnal subsidy granted 
to them by His Majesty’s Government in respect of their steamer service on the 
Karun, 

T notice from that letter that you, Sir, are of opinion “that it has now become a 
ihatter for serious consideration whether the enterprise in question will everattain a 
position of financial equilibrium”; and I infor that, in the event of the enterprise 
failin y its way at the beginning of 1910, His Majesty’s Government will not he 
ayerse from withdrawing the subsidy. 

‘The past year has been one of great political strain, of governmental, impotence, 
and one during which al! foreign enterprises have been looked at askance by the 
constitutionalists in the capital, while their attitude has been reflected in that of their 
supporters inthe provinces, Whese circumstances must necessarily have reacted 
unfavourably upon those enterprises. 

Xt would be ile to prophesy how long the present state of affairs wil last; but it 
the present situation in Tehran may be taken as offering any indication, it, hardly 
svems probable that, within another one or even two years, the Government will have 
acquired any degree of the stability on which commercial undertakings of any 
magnitude largely depend for their successful operation, ss : 

It may therefore well be that, at the end of the period for which Itis Majesty's 

rmment haye renewed tie subsidy, the Karun service will, through no fault of 

initiators, haye failed to attain financial independence, % 

Should this prove to be the case, and the enterprise still appear to be dependent 
in extraneous support for the continuance of its existence, T venture to urge upon 
Mis Majesty's Government. the exercise of indulgence towards the Kuphmites. and 

‘Tigeis Steam Navigation ompany in view of the interests av stake, both commercial 
ti dati which were fully dealt within Sir C. Spring tices doypateh, No, 168 of 
_ Thaye, &e. 
(Signed) CHARLES M. MARLING. 





No, 69. 


Mr. Marling to Sir Hieard Grey.—(Received January 20, 1008 
) 


as ‘shran, December 23, 1907, 
WITH reterence to my despatch No. 244 of the 7th November, I have the honour 
to tans tereith copies of a despatch from His Majesty's Const at Mobaminora 
10 His Majesty’s Acting Consul.G at Bushire respecting the visit of 

Rea Avs Acting ConsalCeneral al Hushite respoeting the visit of the Royal 
“Tomlin HLinlikely that the official protest of Sardar fia will produce any results at 

_ Thaye, &e. 
(Signed) CHARLES M, MARLING, 


—<—————— 
Tuelosure 1 in No. 69, 


Consul-General Cox to Mr. Marling. 

(No. $3. Contidential.) E 

Sir 

ir, a ALA sPsaine November 17, 1907, 

wit clegram No, 125, dated the 1th October, 1907, sent’ to 

Sebstiy -ispateh to His Britannic: Majesty's Consul, Mohiammoraln renurding 
ie Feu 





deputation of Royal Indian mail-steamer “Comet” to Abwaz, I have the honour to 
forward, for your information, a copy of Mr, MeDouall’s letter, No. 28, dated the 19th 
October, 1907, addressed to me on the subject. 
Thave, &e. 
(Signed) P, Z, COX, Major, British Resident in the 
Persian Gulf, and His Britannic Majesty's 
Consul-General for Fars, Sc. 


Inclosure 2 in No, 69. 
Consul MeDanall to Cousul-General Cor. 


(No. 28. Mohanmerah, October 19, 1907. 

1 HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch of the 15th 
stant, forwarding a telegram from His Britannic Majesty's Chargéd Affaires regarding: 
the “Comet,” and to inform you that TE informed the Sardar Avfa in confidence of the 
proposed visit of the Comet” to Alivaz and the reasons thereo!, as I considered 
necessary, or he would have considered that we were not treating him iairly. He 
pointed out that Ahwaz was a long distance (50 miles) from the Bakhtiari country. and 
he hoped that we would do nothing to injure hin with the Persian Government in, view 
of the newspaper articles aveusing him of plotting with the British, He would do any- 
thing we wanted, but hoped that we would get orders sent to him, as the Karguzar wis 
absent on leave, or tell him some reason which would. elear him with lis Government, 
J accordingly telegraphed through Bussorah to His Majesty's Cliargé d’Atfaires to the 
above fleet, 

‘Dhe Sardar Arf also pointed out that the “Comet” carries « small machine-sun, 
so that she could not be called inarmed, ‘The “ Comet ” arrived this morning, drawing 
Sf. 8 in, River-boats do not at this season draw over 8 feet when loaded, Thad 
Hoped that the Commander would have waited until the 1 of the “Malamir” to 
ascortain whether it was possible for him to reach Ahwaz, but alter hearing the opinion 
of a former master of the * Malamir” that he could get within 4 miles of Bender 
Nasseri fie decided that he should endeavour to reach that point, considering his 
onlers. 

Whe Sardar Arta is to write officially, on behalf of Karguzaret, protesting against 
“Comet’s? action, 





(1988) No. 70, 
Mr. Marling to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received January 20, 1 


(No.2 
Sin, Tehran, Dei 

1 HAVE the Hono’ to fiform you that [have recrived copy of a despateh, 
dated the 20th November last, addresod by His Majesty’s Viee-Consul at Ahwaz to 
Mivjor Cox at ishite, truismilting: copies of reports on. the state of th 
works oP the Oi 1 szards the prosecuti work 
on the Maidansi-Munaattun sit in Lorimer adds that the Syndicate’s claim for 
compensition trons the Klians before these latest thefts amounted’ to 1,100 tomas on 
aiecount of losses sustained since the end of Mare 


+. Already 
i we cannot do without, and whieh 
from Bombay.” 
shaw stated that the guards furnished 
for thi list weok hd heen as follows : 


At Batwand, three men with one gu 
At Drillers Camp, two men with one gun; 
At Maidan-i-Munaftun, two men with 10 


and added that the tribesmen were then coming down by hundreds and camping all 
roand the works; that, though for the moment they were engaged in killin each 

x near the camp, they might quite possibly be encouraged to attack the workers 
by their practically unguanded state; and that it would he no matter for surprise if all 

he drillers one day turned up at Naseri and refused to work any longer, “unless. a 
ea! and speedy change be made in the farce that is being enacted here under the 
name of ‘guards.’ 

In view of the subsequent repudiation by the Khans of all responsibility in the 
matter (see my despatch No, 257 of the 30th November), which made the outlook even 
more unpromising, [ th is Majesty's Government will be more than ever 
convinced of the necessity that existed for the dispatch of Indian guards to the scone 
of disorder. 

T have, &e, 
(Signed) CHARLES M, MARLING, 





{1990} No, 71. 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edirard Grey,—(Received January 20, 1908.) 

No. 277.) 
; Tehran, December 30, 1907. 
BARON VON RICHTHOF cord last year while he was in charge of the 

nan Legation here in the interim between the departure of Count Rex ani the 
arrival of Herr Stemrich, though showing clearly enough his intention of pushing 
German interests liere to the utmost, scarcely prepared anyone to expect. the extra- 
ordinary tnserupulons activity he has displayed in the list forkiizht, and 1 yenture 
to think that a summary of bis proceedings since his uncxpreted retin to relieve 
Herr Stemrich on the latter's appointment to Wilhelmstrasse will not bo without 
interest, 

No sooner had Hert Stemrich Jett than Baron von Riehthofen began to express 
iis satisfuction at his chief's departure, as German interests in Persia could not, he said, 
fail to suffer in the hands of a representative deficient in energy and initiative; and 
hinted that he himself would not he found wanting in these qualities, 

‘The first opportunity that offered itself was the question of M, Bizo contracts 
thie opposition of the Medjiss to the selieme was, no doubt, genuinely inspired by dislike 
of anything resembling: foreign direction in Persian affairs, but, from time to tine, there 
‘vere signs of hostility to M. Bizot merely on the ground of his nationality; and 
suggestions were made that to appoint a Frenchman as Financial Adviser would’ be to 
place Persian finances entirely under Russian control, {n view of the intimacy 

sting between Baron yon Richthofen and the President of the Assembly, there could 
be little doubt whose instigation was at work; and, indeed, on one occasion Nuser-ule 
Mulk gave me to understand that German influenee was making itself felt, 

Iii the early part of this month a German subject was appointed Norwegian Consul 
General Hore, and Baronivon Riehtholen stated Ua (he: Mexican Goverment aloe tad 
applied to Berlin to arrange for the nomination of a Mexieun Consular-Resident her 
Naturally, a German subject would be appointed, and the new Mexican Consul-Generul 
would be a convenient tool of the German Legation Both he and the Norwogian 
Consul-CGeneral could, certaiuly, have no other suison détre. 

OF late there has been an epidemic of meetings of foreign Representatives to 
discuss questions of general interest, such, for instance, as that of the monopoly in guts, 
the postal service, and others, 1 have always disliked such meetings which produce 

He practical result, and though they may occasionally assist the Legations of the 
Powers whose interests are practically nil in Persia, they can only serve to limit our 
own freedom of action. Baron yon Richthoten, However, touk advantage of the 
coving custom to inspire the Turkish Ambassador to call a meeting on the 17th inst 
at the acutest moment of the erisis, when a conflict between the hostile parties in 
Teliran seemed impending, to consider whether collective action by the Legations could 
hot be taken to prevent bloodshed, M, de Hartwig and [agreed beforehand that to 
join in such collective action would not be in accordance with the spirit of our instruc- 
Hons, and that, moreover, we could not allow that the Turkish Ambassador should speak 
for us, even “in the name of humanity” while Ottoman troops were invading Persian 
territory, and inciting the tribes to plunder and excess near the frontier, The 
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incongriity. of te position was too flagrant. At the meeting therefore we stated that 
Se Ne pak ase Au et se 
instructions we could not promise to join in them. Seeing that collective action. was 
thus barred, Baron von Riciofen at once said that he also was in the same postion 
and must reserve his liberty of a ‘The diseussion ten tured on the withdravral 
of the Legation guns furnished from the Cossack Brigade which had been effected on 
wet oferta the Sha snd without any previous nace, Mhoush the gueson 
affects neither the Russian nor British Legations whose Persian guatds are supple 
from other regiments, -M. de Hartvig and I agreed to the decision to makes cillective 
Fequest to the Shah to restore the Cossack escorts, and the Turkish Aubassador, as 
doyen, sas aeeordingly requested to obtain an audience of the Shah for the purpose. 
Shiemsuddin Bey, lowever, absolutely declined t» go alone, and in deference to his 
wishes it was agreed that the French and Austrian M company him, 
Tater in the day the Austrian Minister called on the Rreuch Minister to invite him to 
Join in a representation to the Shali on the part of all the Legations exeept the British and 
Russian, He suid that there had been a goodl deal of dissatisfaction at the attitude of 
M.de Hartwig and myself and that Baron son Richthofen was ready. to join init, 
1. de La Martinitre reised fitly,and hinted that the proposal was a most improper one 

i n by the gencral mecting, On repairing to the Turkish Eanbassy 
the followings morning, before the proceeding to the palace. M. de La Martinidre foun 
Baron von Hilthofen in eager conversation vith Shemsuddin Hey and M. de. Rosthorn, 
4 conversation whieh was continued in whispers after his appearance. ‘The French 
Minister, however, gathered that the German Chargé d’Affates. was urging that the 
‘Thrkish Ambassador should take the opportunity of his audience to express his personal 
hope that His Majesty would strive to avert bloodshed, ‘The mananere was apparently 
successtil tor the Ambassndor after discharging his mission to the Shab sail that, 
speaking ouly:for hinself and on humanitarian grounds, he ventured to lope that 
Tyeacelul solution of the erisis woud he found, It vas of course at once circulated all 
over the town that the foreign Representatives hid made a collective representation to 
the Shulv in favour of the populne party. Ut iy quite probable that the Ambassador has 
encral instructions from Constantinople to sliape his action in accordance with theadsiye 
Of the Gernian Legation, 

Baron on Liehthoten's intimacy nt of the Assembly is a matter of 
yullie notoriety, He hinief told me that he ha offered the hoxptality of the German 
Hoxation to Bhtesbanes-Sultanch, antl asked me what was iy attitude towards bastis 
said that 1 would discourage it as I had hitherts done in every possible way, that 
Hothing would induce me to admit any’ refugees. unless Twas eonvineed that they” were 
jn imminent peril of thelr lives, or to alfon the Legation to he made use of in a 
manne in, questions of internal polities and that if any individual took sunetuary: with 
ih Laliotld Inkeve is communicating: with his partixans outside ti: 
Legation. fer in Berlin 

Hexution for protection, but of course he, Baron vou 

prvcautions as myself: My German colleiue then 

sid tint Bhteshiamces-Siltanch was already at the German Legation anid would siay 
to dinner, 

‘This conversation took place on the 16th, the day when the prospects of the 
Hojwlar party Jooked particularly gloomy, and it as freely rimoured that. the Shah 
would attempt to seize the Presiden ; 

‘he fat that Baron von Riekthofer constantly at the Assembly: is 10 
ilself not proof’ of anigthinse more than ion j but his presence at a secret 
committee meeting in the House, whieh is admitted by the Minister for Boreisis 
Aflairs, and his boasts that he iad given advive in the organization of the defeuce of 

stan and Mosyiie, ure more than signifieant, 
failed to procure internatioal intervention, Barony 

determined at all events to do what he could Co eounteract th 

Russiaw and Tritish Lexations, and to let. the world know that 

same footing aiid hid equal interests with the two neighbouring Powers.” Accord 

no svoner did he heat of the audience whieh M, de Hartwig and 1 had had o 

than tie himsel? histened to the 

demanded to he conduc 

reecive him. at int presale t 

teconciliation whieh tad heen effected * wittiout foreign assistance.” As the discussions 

etween the Shah and the Medjliss were still continuing, consratulation at the momest 
was infelicitous, 
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He then set hiuself to prevent the Assembly from receiving from M de Hartwig 
and myself the assurances which we had received from the Shah of His Majesty" 
benevolent attitude towards the Constitutional régime, His influence with the Preidert 
athe Assembly made it easy for him to instil suspicions of ou motives by suguestine 
that, in accepting a guarantee of the stability of parliamentary institutions frogs Grace 
Britain aud Russia, the Persian people would be placing. themselves irretriovably unter 
the tutelage of those Powers. His machinations were so far successful that it ae 
seriously proposed to M. de Hartwig and myself by. Mushir-ed-Dowleh that the Slat 
thould take his oath on the Koran to the Assembly before all the forcign Represers 
tatives, who would be invited to sign their names as witnesses. ‘The iden was, linever 
discarded as soon as it was known that most of the Legations would decline te accept 
utah aviation, |The elfort was not, however, fruitless, for the. Minister for Roreign 
‘Afnirs las intimated that the Assembly would be disinclined to accept anything mace 
than a statement of the assurances. we: obtained from the Shah, and an expression of 
opinion that we beliove His Majesty will abide by his pledges, 

iris parti ular instance Baron von Richthofen’s interference has been particularly 
pusehievous, ‘The effect of the interview which M. de Hartwig and | had with the Shah 
had produced very marked pneificatory effect on publie opinion here, and Thave Hite 
doubt that, had our action been carried to. immediate completion by. the verbal. come 
munication which we proposed to make to the President and Vice-Presidents of cho 
wy eaye ne should have sucveeded in ealming. the popular outery agaist the Shah, 
and that the situation would not baye renched the eritieal stage i subsequently 
attained, 

Of Baron von Richtiofen’s attempt to thwart the appointment of M. Bizot aa 
Financial Adviser, and to obtain the pot for M. Briem, I had the honour to inforiy goat. 
fi) telegram No, 406 of the 22nd December, ‘Phe motives underlying it aroan obviony 
that Lnced not do more here than recall the fact, 

His attempt, however, to induce the Dutch Minister to hand over Sandsed-Dowlel 
vas so impudent that it merits ab nt. Baron von Richthoten, on calling at 
the Legation early on the morning of the 26tiy, foul that M. de. Sturlen wag out, and 
tent up A note to ask Mme, de Sturler if she would reecive him as he bad ment 
higent aud important business. When she’ appeared he told her that. the Ministers 

on in harbouring Saud-ed-Dowleh yas most incorrect and might eost him his ‘appoint 
ments that the two Dutch retail shops hore would be boycotted, that, there wan alreudy. 
Tpotmidable popular outery against the Iutch Legation, and that he hia boo ‘depute 
by the President of the Assciubly to demand that Snud-ed-Dovleh shouldbe deed 
UD immediately, “Mme. dle Stuer vas naturally much agitated by. this, unedifying 
exhibition of German diplomatic methods, ‘The Minister, fh uurned before it 
Wan grer and though Baron von Richthufen's attempts. at intimidation, then beccne 
Afinewhat less aggressive, they none the less amounted to threats, He spoke, too, in 
Ais, most open’ way about his own conduct here, He said ii ap many veh vac i 

mw {¢ bring about a“ Morocco” question in Persia, aid thit he-hal inebrustion 
Pertti as doing: it should not be dificult, as the Anglo-lussian meee 
Persian matters wasa hollow protonee, and he knew ‘that L-was sveretly. sup 
Honular party Here, while ostensibly acting in concert with the Russiag ATi ‘Pi 
absurd assertion, as well as the report whieh he has sent to. Belin shat the joint action of 
Pee te Legations has been taken in order to obtain privileges prejudicial to other 
Powers, are of course mere fabrications, 
kent wots 8 telegram which M, de Hartwig has received from St Petersburgh it appears 
likely that the representations made in Berlin by Count Osten Sector have resulted in 
the cont ailtunition to Baron von Richthofen to testrain bis netiity, and the appears to 


be confiravad by the prospect that he will leave ehtan conte gh 8 fi 
Soon as Count Quadt can arrive, gee rien TUS 


It is difficult to believe, af 
develomntt Germany’ bad no political interests in Persia, and. that horse object is. the 
development of her commerce and trade, that Baron van Richthofen hud authority from 
Perlin for the course lie has adopted: here, etl; Mee Hartwig: and the French 
Haron ron ouoner, think thet it is not by-any: menus impossible, Be that we | may, 
reat resolu eotes, has unquestionably played the part of “agent provmeara with 
Endearo tons perhaps clumsily, and’ though both. the Ruston Meveter T have 
endeavoured to impress on the Persian, Goverment theo Germon interference is 
 alisinterested, he tas suecceded in getting the hufivenes no importance of 
Y talked of ina country where ten years. 4 ame even was barely known, 

anil in inspiring the belief that if Great Britain aed. Noewhe 1 80 accommodati 


fie: 1 


Fepeated declarations of the German Governe 
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4s every Persian thinks he has a vight to expect, recourse can always be had to anotler 
Power that cannot be suspected of designs of territorial aggrandisement. 
Thave, &. 
(Signed) CHARLES M. MARLING. 





1991) No. 72. 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 20, 1908.) 
(No. 278,) 
Sir, Tehran, December 30, 1907. 

WITIF reference to my telegram No, 398 of the 19th instant, [have the honour to 
Jay before you an account of my relations with the Russian Minister from the receipt on 
the 17th December of your telegram No, 197 of the 16th instant informing me that His 
Majesty's Ambassador at St, Petersburgh had been instructed to invite the Russian 
Government to give instructions to M, de Hartwig to act in concert with myself, down 

ud, since when, thanks in very ereat measure to the good offices of the French 
M, de Hartwig has, to the best of my knowledge, acted in accordance with t 
spirit of his instructions re 

‘The position of affairs in ‘Tehran on the 15th seemed serious and even critical. ‘The 
Yopular party had been much alarmed at the action of the Shah iu the cases of Nasroul- 
Mulkcand Ala-ed-Dowleli, which they looked on as « direet attack on the Medjliss and 
constitutional régime, while the importation of the roughs from the Imperial stud-farms 
‘at Weramin and elsewhere proved to them that His Majesty was prepared if necessary 
{o use force. They were further excited by the rumours that a Cabinet was in process 
of formation of which the wuiding spirits were to be Sard-ed-Dowleh and Amir Bahadur 
Jang, the most detested and feared of the Shah's supporters. Large numbers of 
constitutionalists armed by the Anjumens were collected in the garden of the Baharistan 
and in the courtyards of the adjoining Sipah Salar Mosque, ready to. defend the 
Assembly sittings in the former in case of assault, while the Shah's partisans, whose 
unmbers are said to haye reached ax high as 1,500, backed as was helieved by the 
the presence of the Cossack Brigade, held possession of Cannon Square, and were 
showing every symptom of wishing to provoke a quarrel, ‘There were in fact two armed 
campsin the town, the one apparently only restrained from attack by the Shah's 
irresolution, and the other standing strictly on the defensive out of conviction that any 
aggressive movenient on their part would give the “ Russian’ Cossack Brigade the 
pretest for action, ‘The only element which seemed to make for peace was the ingrained 
‘aversion of the Persian from fighting. 

On the receipt of your telegram, therefore, Lealled on M. de Hartwig and suggested 
that we sould take some step to calm the agitation of the people, which might easily 
Hecome dangerous to Europeans. { thought that any joint action at that moment 
would havea salutary elfect, and that, as the Shalt had first taken aggressive action, we 
might advise hin to giye some overt proof of his profession that he had no intentions 
toate to the constitutional régime, While wo were talking M. de Hartwig recetved his 
instructions from St. Petersburgh, He said at once that he would gladly co-operate 
With me in the interests of jeace, but he thought that [ took too serious a view of the 
si ‘The Shahi had no designs against the Assembly, hut only against the political 
societies which stirred up sedition against him L could be quite sire that His Majesty 
hhad the situation well in hand, and wetion at the nioment was, he thought, quite uncalled 
for. 1 said that the Assembly felt that its veal force lay in the support of the Anjumens, 
which were only tlie expression of public opinion, and that the popular leaders believed 
that an attack On the Anjumens was au attack on constitutional government, It was 
this fear of « coup d’Btat by the Shah whieh brought together the armed crowds at the 
Baharistan and Mosque, It would probably not take much at this monent to allay their 
apprehension of the Shah’s designs; hut if the tension continued the situation might 
get beyond control, 1 should Tike! to sve the Shali’s lambs" withdrawn. ‘To this 
M, de Harovig declined to listen, and said it would give us the appearance of taking the 
hart of the Assembly. T observed that as the Shah had taken the first step in the 
direction of aggression he ought equally to be the first to recede; if he did so the people 
would disperse. M. de Hartwig, however, maintained his refusal, and [then suggested 
tea mnlder step that ve might warn the Shah of the danger of appointing’such x 
Cabinet as I knew for a fact had been openly talked of at the Palace that morning. ‘To 
this M. de Hartwig at length agreed, and we arranged that the Oriental Secretaries of 
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1e two Legations should go to the Palace to inform the Shah that in our opinion the 
inclusion of Saad-ed-Dowleh and Amir Bahadur Jang in the Cabinet would oxcite 
popular feeling to a dangerous extent. The Russian Minister was, however, averse from 
our dragomans going together, as it would have the air of a joint demonstration against 
the Shab, and rather than abandon all attempt to calm the prevailing apprehension | 
agreed to their going separately. 

Left the Russian Legation with the feeling that M, de Hartwig was confident that 
vietory lay with the Court party, and that by stalling off joint action by the Legations 
he would contribute to the result. 

Mr. Churehill went to the Palace the same evening; he was unable to see the Shab, 
who was receiving a deputation from the Assembly. but he left the message in quarters 
whence it was sure to reach His Majesty. M, de Hartvig and his Oriental Secretary 
have both told me that the latter had the same experience, but [ have some reason to 
doubt whether M. Batiousehkow even went to the Palace, 

On Wednesday, the 18th, after the mecting of the “ Chefs de Mission,” reported 
another despatch, M, de Hartwig called on me and pointed out the evident 
fentions of Baron yon Richthofen to play a prominent part in the present: conjuncture, 

even if he could not bring about collective intervention by the Missions, 1 said that 
the lest way to prevent it was by taking joint action ourselves, and urged that we should 
make representations to the Shah that the security of foreigners in the town, was 
menaced by the presence of the men whom he had collected to intimidate the Anjumens, 
With evident reluctance M. de Hartwig agreed, and it was most distinctly arraneed 
Detween us that M, Batiouschkow and Mr. Churchill should make a joint representation 
at the Palace on our behalf for the removal of these men. I urged that a démurhe 
by ourselves in person would produce much more impression both on the Shah and on 
public opinion, but to this 1 could not get M, de Hartwig: to assent, ‘The Iussinn 
Minister was anxious to preserve the appearance of harmony between the two 
Legations, but he was equally anxious that such co-operation should not be detrimental 
to Russian influence over the Shah nor weaken the Shalt in his struggle with the 


bly. 

lie result ofthe audience of M. Batiouschkow and Mr, Churehill 1 have already 
Jiad the honour to report to you in my telegram No. 398 of the 19th instant, and | need 
nob repeat it Mere, It is sufficient to say that its effect was to encourage the’ Shah 
sazainst the popular party. 

In the afternoon 1 called at the Russian Legation and pointed this ont to M. de 
Hartwig, He declined to admit that Mr, Churchill's recount. was correct, and proceeded 
to read me M. Batiouschkow’s written report, which entirely. corroborated 
Mr. Churchill's account, M. de Hartwig was unfortunately receiving the humerous 
callers who came to offer congratulations on the Gzar’s fote-day, and connected 

cersation was impossible, but from what discussion took pluce Lwas more than ever 
convinced that, while M. de Hartwig wished sincerely: to avert any interference but oir 
own, he was quite ready to run what he believed to be but a small risk of disturbances 
in Tehran rather than take any steps which could weaken the Shah’s position, and (hat 
he was convinced that the Assembly and popular party would suffer defeat, If M. de 
Hartwig is better acquainted with what passes at the Palace than myself, 1am probably 
supplied with more accurate means of Judging of the feeling of the popular party, and 
at tie moment [could detect no sign of discouragement among them, but rather the 
reverse, When, therefore, the first news of the declaration of the Tabreez Anjum 
that the Shalt must be deposed arrived late in the afternoon, it seemed to me quite 
wssible that the constititionalists in Tehran might be moved to take the olfenvive 
themselves, and that it was urgently imperative, for the preserration af order, to take 
some steps to prevent it, I thercfore decided to invoke the assistance of the French 
Minister, and, calling on him the following morning, laid the situation confidentially and 
frankly before him, 

M. de La Martiniére at ouce promised me his co-operation. He thought that my 
appreciation of the Russian Minister’s attitude was perfectly corrcet, and it was obyivin 
that so long as the principle of co-operation hetween the tivo Logations was observed a 
refusal on the part of M. de Hartwig to take action must condemn me {o inactivity, 
The Russian Minister held all the trump cards, and was making the best of them 
according to his lights, It was unfortunate that the present crisis had followed so 
closely on the publication of the Anglo-Russian Agreement that Great Britain had. not 
lad time to efface the unfortunate in)pression it had produced here, He was as seriously 
foncerned as myself at the prospect of any serious divergence of views or actions 
between the two Legations being manifested, as it would give opportunity for German 
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to the Shah, indulged in renewed hostile comments on the Anglo-Russian Agreement 
‘his daily paper, which continues to be widely read, lias lately published a severe 
attack on the “imes” Persian correspondent, Mirza Abdul Hussein Khan, Wahid-ul- 
Mulk, lately attached to Professor Browne at Cambridge, who is described as liaving 
misrepresented the situation here in his letters to the * Times.” 


Resht. 















Resht was thrown into a eat excitement on the 18th December by 
reports that the whole of the National Assembly had been massacred and that Russian 
troops liad crossed the frontier at Asta, Next day the Governor with the priests, 

les, and a crowd of people, assembled in the telegraph office, and remained there 

on the 23rd December, telegram from ‘Tehran announced that peace on 
nore prevailed. A proposal to send 10,000. men from Ghilan to Tehran to support 
the Assembly resulted in some forty men being paraded in uniform, 


















General. 













Naser-ul-Mutk, who was imprisoned at the Palace the 15th December and 
released the same ovoning, in consequence of the intervention of His Majesty's Chargé 
Affaires on his behalf, left Yehran for Resht the following day. He is now at 
Vienna. 

Saad-ed-Dowleh took refuge at the Dutch Lega 
still there, 

Suhily Lkhtiar (Visir Malihsoos) lett ‘Tehran tor Shiraz to take up the post of 
GovornorCieneral on the 80th December, 

Alacul- Mule has been appointed Governor of Kerman, 

‘The Cossack Brigade is now under the overs of the Mini 
formerly, sinter the direct orders of tho Shah, 

Amir Behadir Jang is still performing his duties as Commander of the Shal’s Body- 
guard, but this force is now under the orders of the Minister for War, 








Astrabad, 












m, the 24th December, and is 





«The ‘Turcoms iid to have sounded the Russia 
‘abus as to whether he would object to the Persian Commissioner there 
ing robbed. ‘The Russian Commissioner is said to have left the matter to their 
retion. 
































fer for War, and not, as 





als and ‘Curcoman Chiefs, thie latter denied having raided, 
in the future, ‘The local traders have all taken’ oath to 
f the captives and property taken in the recent raids are not 





and undertook not to. rai 
Kill all the local officials 
recovere 

3, Sepaludar, the new Governor, reached his post on the Ist December. Fi 
hundred Attab; 
were, 
































eon 
usual eamps, 
rithin 25 miles of Astrabad. ‘They announced that 
Governor appointed by the National Assembly. ‘Uhis 
scoms {0 confirm the report that the Shah instigated their raids. 
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ance Minister and Pr 
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on +» Nizam-es-Sultant 
Mushir-ed-Dowleh, 
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de Klemme left 





Meshed 
five months! leave, M. de Giers 
probably be appointed to a high post in the Ru reign Ofliee, 
2, It is reported, on good authority, that the Russians have doubled their frontier 
guards and have posted two guns near Arehingan, 

‘The Russian Consul-Goncral lias demanded the disn 
as being Hostile to Russian interests, 
Assembly hran that, in view of the pressing 
necessity for funds in Khor 1 troops; no revenue will in. future he 
sont to the eapital, 

5, Sinall additional holies of troops were dispatched to Kuchan and Saby 
iad n ible Leadon, and desert mmion, OF 3,000 cartrid 
wt on the wit. 
‘ureoman prisoners were brought into Mesh 
were killed at Kuchan and ono at Meshed by the moh, 
near Meshod of three carts, said to contain arms and ammunition 
for the Russian Consul-Gencral, croated some excitement. Spies were sent oub but 
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in November, having hee 
formed Major Sykes that M 
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G, P, Churchill, Oriental Secretary 

















Tabreez. 





issal_ of the Governors 








1, Wilh reference to the ineident at the Russian schoo 
Russian Consul-Genoral harmgued the evowd, and ended by or 
charge magizines, which eaused the immediate dispersal of the crowd, None of the 
ulprits were caught, but the house of the vingleader was pullev down by Government 
ofticials, ‘Vhe local press wrote bitterly on the subject, and demanded the removal of 
the Russian ConsulGeneral 

2, Onauoro than one occasion recently armed men 
their way into the Russian Consulate-Generil, one of whion 
ras to Kill the Russian Consul-CGeneral, 

3, In viow of the generally disturbed situation at Tabs 
Gonwral’s ve 





it appears that the 
ng his Cossacks to 


































we endeavoured to force 
admitted that his purpose 
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and the Russian Consual- 









test for further protection, the Russian Government lave decided to send failed to locat i 

i Nees v § riled to locate the carts, which had disippeared, Five carts Nad arrived previous! 
an extra guard of twenty-five Cossacks, and to keep a foree of 400 men ready on the part of 6 of ich wes ont fo Purha aaid Soistan, : i 
fron : ; ed 





with much 
how no Per 





‘Darks referred to in Jast Summary reached Herat, and were treated 
fnction. ‘They wore the guests of the Governor of Herat, They 
n, and wild rumours were current as to their mission, ‘hey assisted 

f 200 soldiers who were hemg drilled by one of the Amecr's 
» and declared the drill to be quite obsolete, 

9. The local Assembly has prohibited the export of g 
General has compelled the Customs to withdraw notices th 
the export of wheat to Russia, 

10. On the 22nd December the Popular party closed all Government offices, but 
allowed the British telegraph clerks to continue work, Next day the local Assembi 
took charge of the Arsenal, and at our Consul-General’s request allowed the post 
surviee to Te resumed for foreign subjects. Both the Popular and Reactionary parti 

respted our Consul-General’s advice fo avoid bloodshed and maintain order. ‘Uh 
city remained quiet and Europeans were respected. ‘Vhere was much an 
the Meshed Representatives at the Tehran Assembly. 





4, ‘the Governor. 

connection with the ¥ 
5, A telegram, re 

Habrees of twent; 





neral left im the middle of December for s 
worted Kurdish insurrection. 
ved from Tehran the 2nd J) 
ive Oossacks, 
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Urnia, y had posted sanctioning, 

























‘The revolutionaries lhaving made the administration of the town impossible hy 
trrogating to themselves judicial and administrative functions, the Governor on. the 
24tth November appealed to the Governor-General aud the fabreos As 
was authorized to ject the leader of the revolutionaries from Urinia. ‘This was done 
on the 26th November, but the next day the Goyemor was hinselt compelled to 
leave the town, which remained without an Administration, No disorders have, 
However, yot occurred, 
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he Governor then appointed Ni 
Deputy Governors until his arrival, 
th-shod over the 
been transferred to 
been appointed Governor. 

2, Ilis Majesty's Consul telegraphed in the last week in D 
and Haji Naib had concocted a plot against the British residents in Kerman, THe 
added that they were acting hand in glove with the Russian Consul, that they wore 

x the town by fear, and that their continued ascendency 
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2. Four Russian Cossacks arrived on thi 
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ved on the 25th November. 
Kurt Jung, German Commercial Delegate, left on the 20th November, 
after a stay of some days, for Birjand and K 
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whether the British Government would 
ppeared distressed and talked of suicide, 
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British troops had already landed and were going to. take Kerman and force 
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tion of an attack on British subjects 
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Phe Russian Consul has largely 
tion hy his recognition of 
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ghan trader is reported to have brought eight rifles to Seistan from 


1. ‘Phe Governor sisted on the election of a local A 


to be received of the 
id to haye been razed 


‘Whore is 
e spring thor will he considerable tribal trouble, 





sembly, repr 





Hives have been elected respectively by the artizms, sent 





1 to cary on the Administration until 
} finding it impossible to do so owing to the opposition of the Nazim, 








, land-owners, sailors and 
naugurated on 


























On the Sth December the Governor left 
the disturbances at Bunder Abbas. 
pensions had been abolished and mili 
avam-ul-Mulk was trying to get the Gov: 
Both these statements on hi 

3. ‘Whe capture and 





steamer with 200 men to 
he announced thiat all 
. He also stated that 
Gulf ports in o 
part prove to be untrue. 

disposal of the Dayyir pirates has heen fully reported upon in 





Before leavin, 
‘ary pensions reduc 
‘emorship of the 











Bunder Abbas. 





nee to previous entries in the Summary, there are now 
nil one officer at Bunder Abbas, 
Abbas have been instructed to send a 





ho people of Bunder 


representative to 
for the Persian Gulf at Bushire, 









Lioutenat Wilson and twent 
‘and and Mam; 
Lieutenant Ranking, 
graphic communi 

nid Subsequently again broken. 


men, detailed as a guard for the nileworks at 
Miwa during December. 
is now on his way there. 

tion between Ahwaz and Bora 





second office: 





Joon was restored carly 











‘Whe local authorities have 1x 
for two months until the prosp 
already purchased 


commended the prohibition of the e: 
ts of the next crop 
should he allowed to be es 
heing made hy the Legation on the subje 


xport of grain 
‘an he estimated, ut that grain 
xported. Urgent representations are 
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Tehran, December 3 
Sth instant he said that the relations of the 
some anxiety, but he gave meno 


WHEN 1 sy Nast-uleMulk on the 
Government with the Shalt 
reason to auntiefpate that ast 
On Saturday there w 
Parliament: hull 
Malek-ul-\utekallemin ind othe 
hinsoll to Russin, and demand 
and Sad-ed-Dowlel, 
pronounced hetore then witho 
Sunday tat any aie 
the Shah hiad “col 








igain giving hi 

was imminent. 
0 reat gathering at the 
13s, whore sewches of an intla 








Sipah Salar Mosque adjoining the 
hatory character were 
the Shah as haying. sold 

Amir Bahadur Jang 
nt had, however, been 
it it was not ‘till midday: on 





+ popular orators, denow 
ig the removal! and « 
(sermons almost equally yidle 











1g trouble reached the Lew 
made up of Atnir Baha i 
‘drivers, and had posted thein 
Popular party were 











the palace gholams, muletecrs and cam 








Assembly, and that the 
meditating taking “bast i masse at the Legal 
first part of this information was correct 
to be closed and posted a ghiolan at 


attempt were made 








and I therefore caused the Legation sates 





enter the compound. No movement of the kind was, hove 





is sat all the mornin, and ai 


tempt was made to induce Ala-ed=Dowl 
and Zil-es-Sultan, who hotly attended the sittin 











taneh might he willing to andertake the 
Vla-ed-Dowleh, on a summons from the 
ed him with ungovernable 


nzuage for having dared 





‘Toward 8 o'eloc 


i, went to the Palac 
im repeatedly on the hi 
act with the Assembly, and 









him in the toulest 














39 








it is probable that only the fact that the Rerrash Bashi was not forthcoming. saved the 
Ala-ed-Dowleh, the “strong man” of Persia, from the bastinady, After further 

wlignities he was hurried off under escort, and condemned, with his brother Muinsede 
Dowleh, to exile at Kerbela, An eye-witness of the seene, which lasted but. i fos 

nutes, described the Shah tome as having behaved like a’ frenzied beast. At the 
ace. where Colonel Liakhoff and another ofliver of the Cossack Brigade were present 
with a detachment of their troops, there was the wildest excitement, and the courtyards 
were cronded with armed men, 

‘The treatment of Alaed-Dowleh produced a profound sensation at the Assembly, 
where, towards o'clock, it was decided that the deputation, whose attendance the Shatt 
tad requived for the next morning, should goat once to the Palace, while the House 
would remain sitting nntil they returned. The deputation, however, never left, and the 

ik, presuniably, off Nasr-uleMulk’s arrest, dispersed hastily” ty their 
























Meantime, the Shab had summoned the Ministers to the Palace, and had placed 
lk, the fist arrival, under arrest. ‘The news of the coup was brought. me 

0) by his relative, Itikher-ut-Vajjar, and a servant who had accompanied 
k to the Palace, and who asserted that as he was Jed away his master hid 
whispered, ‘* Let the British Legation know! am to be killed by 10 o'clock.” Both 

e labouring under deep emotion, and begzed that I vould send at onee to the Palnew 
to save Nast-nl-Mulk’s life. Knowine the state of mind in which the Shah had heen a 
few hours previously, the Nast-ul-Mulk seemed to be in very real danger, anid 1 at mice 
sent Mr- Churebill to the Palace ty obtain assurances for his life, and to say that if they 
were not given at once I should come myself t6 demand informed the Russian 
and French Ministers of the stops | was taking, 

On reaching the Palace Mr. Churchill found that NasrsuleMulis was eontined 
oom, while the rest of the Cabinet was assembled in another, practically under arrest 
also, in charge of Amir Bahadur Jang, ‘the announcement of Mr, Churchill's maciar 
came ax a great reliet to the Ministers, but was received with disquiet by their wardens, 
iter some little delay he was conducted to the Shah, whom he found walking ip and 
down one of the courts of the Palace, Hix Majesty was in tho highest. spirites. he 
‘leclared, of course, that he bad no intention of injuring Nusr-ul-Mulk, who. was, tree to 

pire wherever Nie pleased, or any of the Ministers, and kept repeating "they ara 
ed, they are frightened." Mr, Churebill returned to the room where the 
Ministers were sitting and Nast-ul-Mulle appenred. shortly. alter, | Subsequently 
Hlestkhat © (amtogeaph reseript) of the Shah was brougit stating that His Majesty: had 
ja complaint against Nast-ul-Mulk, and that, his resignation as Minister hein arespted, 
he was tree to go where he pleased. ‘Phe whole body of Ministers then left the Palace, 


and Mr. Churebill sent a sholam to aczompany Nasr-ul-Mulk to his house, which hie 
reached about 7:30, 


Whether Nasr-ul-Mulk was in immine 



































one 

























danger or not it is difficult to say. From 
what Mr. Churchill saw at the Palace there is no doubt that both hte and the Ministers 
sere hadly seared, and Nasr-ul-Mulk's own apprehensions may be waned trom Ine 
Requesting me to send Dr, Neligan with him as fin as Resht, nominally mn medical 
Ateudance, but really, as had been lane when: Dr, Seully accompanied. the late 
Atabek to’ Kum in 1897, t0 protect him. "Chis, I guid, 1 was unnble to da/ter the 
Homent, but 1 allowed the head gholam to spend. them pNasreul-Mulk’s 


huuse, and sent two gholams to accompany him to Knzeli, whither ‘hig fy 

At suiutise on Monday snorning. A good 

local en at Kazvin and Rest to persuade 

but he adhered to his determination to. yo to Kur 

Baku and Petrovek on the 21th, -M, Rabino had suthorize 

fo accompany his Excellene 
proposes to go to England, 

‘Vo return to events 

the Shali had the game 

cowed by the arrest of 































one of tle gholins 
as far as Baku. He reached Vienna on the 80th, and 








chan, there is little doubt but that on Sunday: night 
n iis own hands, ‘There were no Ministers; the Assembly, 
; Nacel-Dowlel, and Nasr-ul-Mulk, had dispersed ; the political 
teuummittges its only real support—tind shown no sigh of life, and the Shank fe " 
Keronized ‘the town, Hix Majesty had but to. occupy the Baharistag eo Mosque, 
ind seize a few of the popukir leaders, aud the coup a Btat vas complete, ae cither 
intervention mMideuce, oF more probably heeause his nerve failed--and ao drab tee 
the Shah ait His Majesty's Legation on tebalt of Nasr-ul-Mulk bad ha ite afte 
the Shah made’ no more, “Breathing space was (hus siven to the Popular party, and 
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Memorandum. 
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Th résulte d'un Gohanye de vues qui sest établi entre le Ministre de Russie et le 
Chargé d'Affaires dAngleterre réunis i la Légation de France en vue examiner los 
Moyens it mettre en couvre pour remédier au danger de la situation présente, que 

1. Une démarche collective aupris de Sa Majesté simpose pov 
assurances quiauenn projet nexiste dans son espri 
régime constitittionnel, ct quiclle entend collaborer 
pays 





Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 20, 1908.) 











Xo. 18. Commercial.) 
Sir, Tehran, December 21, 1907. 
THAVE received a report from His Majesty’s Consul at Mohammerah stating that 
the Gerinan firm of Wonekhans and Co. have leased a piece of land in that place, 
on the river bank, measiiring 100 metres hy 10, for 1 period of eight years, 
1 venture to report this to you ax an indication of the manner in whieh the 
Germans are seeking to strengthen their comm reial positon in the Persian Gulf 
have, 6 


(Signed) CHARLES M. MARLING, 








n obtenir des 
pouyant amener abolition du 
vee le Parlement att bien du 
























Que ces assurances étant obtenuc 
stblin (es relations de commune 

Le Parlement, ayant obt 
andjoumans révoluttion nai 





ura liew den informer le Parlement 
ance entre Ia Couronne et la Chambre, 
des assurances, pourra vallranchir de la tutelle dex 
' qui, Wavant aucume responsabilité dans action Gouverne: 
vers les pives dangers. La preuye en a été 
ation que le Comité de Tauris a 086 faire ide la 
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de Vattitude depuis quelque temps par le 
hésité a profiter do ln situation pour se mettre derridne 
niidature éventuclle au trone, il _y a liew également de 
nv ik ce personnage, 
Russie ot W’Angloterre décident de se rendre pros de 
‘orollaire X la démarche prds du Schah, ct de lui faire eomprendre 
er de son attitude, qui est contraire aux assurances quiil avait donuées maintes 
il inyoqua la protection des deux Laégations. 
hements Russe ot Anglais ont entendu assurer la suecession 
Hie, ils ne suitaient admettre la conduite dit 
Gt se réservent de lui on faire ressortir tous les dangers, 


—<$—————— 
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Commercial.) 









Tehran, December 31, 1907. 
teh No. 7, Commercial, of the 
His Majest Cicneral at’ Bishiro, 
URoport by Mr, Chick on the operations 
an (iulf. 

ion t0-tHhe followin 





1 copy of ade 
ner last, addressed to. yon by 
ling a most able and « 
of the Hamburg-Awerikie T 
venture to draw you 

the end of Mr, 


(1) Reforms in the local working of the 
1 propose to take an early opportuni ui to the notice of the Chivt 
Manaxer of the bunk in Tehran the considerations set forth in thy body of the Report, 
it tain whether, in Mr, Rabino’s opinion, the bak would. bo lable 
ture siigyested. 
one of considerable: importan 
Persia, aud their evident determi 
vancial footing: in this country, 
iy of approaching the Board of Dirvstors 
the prejudice likely to result to their interests from the establislimont of 
ublishimne eat contingency which must be reckoned with 
al factor since tho granting of a Concession for w Gorman Baik by the 
Persian Governine: 
(2) Lig e from Hritish steamers in [vit 
‘The danyer of w lighter servi il by other than British enterprise, 
appears to me botlt real and. grave, ‘he Shipping Companies forming the Butoh 
uvaire of the desirability of instituting such service, hi it 
iiss to draw their attention. to the of forcign competi- 
Moreover, it would & servieo would hy 
ig Companies are unwilling 
ed wore the Board of 
ts of the case, ‘The k 





















Comme les Gouve 
normale de la fumille 
Priney 

















of the tabulated cons 





hick's Report 





nk of Persia, 
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My, Marling to President of Assembly, 















M. lo Président, ‘Téhéran, le 30 Décembr 
VAT exactoment reeu ta lettre de PAs 
concernant les événements dle eo: 
Jai pris connaissance ave 
male 
Tous eoux qui ont 4 16; 
bienveillance, eb en par la Légation Royale d’Angleterre, qui noutrit pour ot 
Days los désits les plus ien et de bonlictr, attendaiont impatiemment Ia fin des 
AGordres, ot dans tn méme sentiment humanitaire se sont efforeds 
choses regrettable de cos jours dernivrs, — Au 
fout Ie mal qui résulterait de la prolongation duno situation si troublee. 
St ainsi que je n'ai pas manqué de mlassurer dane manidre ami 
Si Majeste avait pou lo Parlement que des sentiments qui répondent eutidrement 
An bontieur que nous souhattons pour le pays, 
Par des paroles uii_m'étaiont personnelicment adressées, Sa Majesté a bien voulu 
tue Tire part de sa ferme résolution Wagir conformément aux priucipes de 
Constitution et de concert avee WAssemblée Nationale, en respeotant. les. lo 
fondamentales, 
en nésulte pout moi Is conviction absolue que, aussi i Pa 
laisser faire aucune démarehe qui serait 
donnée ti Assemblée Nationale, 
Paddvesse 
interven, 
En print vot Excellence de vouloie bien porter ee qui précide 
dos Membie 


1907 
blée Nationale en date du 11 Zil-K: 
jours dernier, 

le plus vif intérét des bonnes intentions de VAssembl 





mon 





especially in view 
ation 10 obtain a 
mid TP venture to. suggest the 
i Loudon on the subject, pointing, 









aud 





















Nati 























® de profondes 





sinedres intentions de 



































di-owned lighters 


































tion 
remunerative to its 
themsel 
Trade t 



























































nit, Sa Majesté ne 
‘opposition au serment ct ii la promesse 















nitial induces 
age that an undertakings of this ma 
fuel that none of its oper 

to the ageravati 
development of other fore 
Uampered, and sometin 














ni 
would, from its geoutuphical’ position and. 
nis would! be conducted on lind, hie fit loss 
Ng interforence of the Persiqn authorities, by which the 
i) waiterprises iit this country tins heen so, frequently 










































Ta connaissance 
s fondé Wexprimer la 













S arrested, 













exh Greater regularity in the sailings of British vessels from Persian wate 
ds sentineis dance de 2 wari ay eta ee ne a Pein ates 
lance qui unissent I Ajsicterre ot In Perse, a Sa CORSON 





this connection to the inanage 
Compan ried; for there is no apparent reason wh 
ili be ninable to give wotice, at all vents approsiiate, of Ue 
‘ompanies are ina posit 








Veuillez, &e. 
ign) CHARLE 












‘si 


M, MARLING. 












ty do so, 
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matters was hmguid; but what she spec 


Hy desired was to 
sos 1 free Persia from the commer 


al monopsts.e 














No. 82. 








[2038 
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cay 


I great influence whic 





(No. 12.) 















t s igh, January 9, 1908. 
ig President of the Assembly, itis jus e that he might obtain a railway Concession Wr TEVORSIS aston ate: tiday- df T cot ae Gear aR 
é on easy torms dnd for a long period which would eventually prove of value in eon- whether Soujboulak had been actually occupied by Ottoman troops or not, as his 
t Reation withthe Dapdnd Railway. Pinte th reports were somewhat vague. T told his Excellency that I could not reply off-hand, 





Int n 





pression was that a report had been current that the Turkish troops hid 
or were about to occupy that town, though Twas not sure if this report had 
heen confirmed. 

T inquired whether he had thought o 


i (Signed) CHARLES M. MARLING. 











the question of the mime of the 



















| (2008) No. 80. pressure which might have eventually to be brought to bearon the Sublime Porte in 
} regard to a solution of the Turco-Persian frontier difficulty. He said he had heen 
i Mr, Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 20.) i it, but had come to no conclusion, and it would of course MN to first, 
No. 5.) allow the Tureo-Persian Commission to show that it was ineapable of coming to an 
by Tehran, January 3, 1908, trrangement by itself, ‘There was, too, always the question of Macedonia to be borne. 





1 GAYTER from 





your telegram No, 215 of the 30th De 









in mind, 

1 was told the other day that M, Tsvolsky is a little anxious lest the Balkin 
States, and perhaps especially Bulgaria, might tke advantase of a joint Anglo: Russ 
pressure on the Sublime Porte to push their own schemes, and cause ‘urkey some 
embarrassments at the same moment. He was meditating in what manner these 
States could be given clearly to understand, should the ease ari would not 
















ke refuge at the Russian Legation, He has said lit 
, to me on the subject, presumably beeause the contingoney w 

and seems to he growing daily more remote. The Shalt mil 
‘ML any other moment of quit easily: reach either Legation 


tle or nothing 
at any time improbable, 
ht no doubt at present or 

thout much d 
























f aud once within the gates would, L believe, be pe safe, for the public would he allowed to profit by the difficulties of Markey, of Great 
nucounize that, by ti ge with 0 foreign Power, he had virtually abdicated, and Hritain and Russia would he limited strietly a fahcneah 
} must leay 






the county, Which is all they requive 
But it isin the Inst degree improbable that he would take so despairing a step 
unless driven fo it by immedisite and imminent fer of an attack on the Palue 
int thal case his el of reaching the Russian Legation would be small, as he 
h would have {0 passthrough some of the most exowded streets of the town close to t 
\ Bazace He would be more likely. 
less the mob wore actually at Mis Ii 
secure him ancl the Lexation from attack, 
Nor do I think that, should the awe 
diMoulty in escorting the 





aietion was taken, 
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ty vise, there would be any serious 

hah to the coast in safety, 
T have, &e 

(Signed) CHARLES M. MARLD 
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(No. 13) 
Sir, 






Si, Petersturgh, January 9, 1908, 
WIM reference to. my despatch No, 610 of the 12H ultiino, reporting a 
nversation with M. Isvolsky as to reinforcing the Consular guanls at Tabreen, 
Exeelleney told me to-day that the Persian Chargé d’Affaires had suggested to 
Vim to withdraw th inen whieh had been sent to that town, as the Persian 
Government were qui ing to dispatch some of the Cossack Brigade from Tehran 

protect any Russian interests, M, Isvolsky liad replied that. he did not feel at 
liberty to meet this request, and that the guard had been sent m 
‘ford some additional protection to, the Russian Consulate and some Russian 
lishments, which the local authorities were unuble to safeguard, Ie tad added that 
lis Majesty's Government liad felt it necessary to strenzthon their Consular guards 
one or two towns, and that these precautions were clearly prudent, and were isn 
in the interests of the Persian Government, as they might he the means of preventing 
some regrettable incidents. 

He lind telegraphed also in the above sense to M, de Harty 
winforcing the Consular guard at ‘Tabreex was the mi 
Me taken, and that he had declined to adopt th 
General t ants placed on the post rond 
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icalson to Sir Eilward Grey.—( Received January 20.) 





(No. 10.) 
{ Sir, St. Pelerstirgh, January 9, 1908. 
} Wt ee to your telegram of the 5th instant, supplementing your 
Xo. 7 of the Brd, 1 took oveasion, in acknowledging the receipt of 
's letter of the Sth instant (28rd December, 1897, 0.5,), to inform him that 
it was understood! that a British and Russian escort should accompany the Shah to 
the trontion only in ease oF necessity and if he liad taken refuge in one of the 
Lions. 
M. Isvolsky told me to-day that, from the telegr 
cived from ‘Veliran, it would appear that the situation had ealmed down co 
and that there cd to be for the moment no immediate dang crisis 
oceun e communication which the British and Russian Representatives had 
mide to the President of the Assembly in regard to the engazements whieh the 
had given to them appeared to have heen well recived and to ave caused a goo 
impression, 
Lave, &e, 
| (Signed) A. NICOLSON. 


























Log 





and he added that 
imum of measures which could. 





whieh he had reeently 









proposals of the Russian Constile 









to make a mili 





-y demonstat 







had taken were moderate 





1 said that it seemed to me that the steps whieh hi 
able, and that the proposal to weaken the Cossuck Brigale at ‘olan Dy 
Uispatehing detachments to Tabreez did not appear to he a very practical or wise ine 
Lhave, &e, 
(Signed) A, NICOLSON. 
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Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey—(Received January 20.) 

(No. 21) 

Sir, St. Petersburgh, January 15, 14108. 
‘THE, Einperor held the euston ption at Tsarsko# Selo yesterday, on which 











w Year. 1 took 
i jovermuent were much 
h M, Isvolsky forded during the crisis, 
vantage that the two Govermments liad been 
T thought that you would wish me to bear 

M, Isvolsky has adopted during 


ent their congratulations on the 
Majesty that His } 





oveasion the Diploinatie Body pr 
the opportimity to mention to 1 
vd! by the cordial co-operation whi 
sia, and that it had been of great 
enabled to act so lurmoniously: together, 
this testimony tothe frank anil loyal attinude whi 
recent events in Porsia. 
His Majesty said that he had been partionlarly pleased 
ameits bad acted together, 3 
























the amicable manner 
iarked that it was a source 










of satisfaction to him that the two Representative 1 hid also worked cordially 
toxetlier, Ho attached great importance fo the Agents of both countries in Persia 

















their respective 
1 possible that the 
» the Throne, but he 
ritish and 
intrigues whieh 


following the same course whi 
Governments. 
i 
Hoped that th 
Russian Represent 
fhe might hay 
His ) 





ad heen age 
Added that at one 
ng to set Himself up as aa Py 


«d upou bet 
it seen 










ives had damped his ardour aud had checked an: 
had in conte 





Morocco 
latid at the thy 
is fresh co 





not very: 
pital 
plication, 


NICOLSC 
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Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Bdicard Grey— (Received January 20.) 


(No. 2.) 
Sir, St. Petersburgh, January 16, 
M. ISVOLSKY informed ie to-day that, as a simple measure of prec 
ul hoon vonsiderct advisable to make a slight redistribut 
1 Feontion, Inet lie could toll mevthat in the wh 
ks Hind been stationed, so that L could sve t 
n iver modest. In the event of any very so 
(ndiiigered the lives of Russian subjects, th acks would be 1 
at hand to alford assistanee and. protec he ernment, throt 
their Change WAuires here, liad made representations on the subjects and 
evidently re reports ay to what lind ta 
Hel é’Alfaires that tough he did: wot feel eall 
ianiitions as to what the Russia authoritic 

own frontion, he would give him a te 
whieh had een adopted, M. Isvolsky added that the strietest orde 
given to the offlews in command nO Accu 
plicit instructions to that oflvct from hi 

















acct at ‘Tabreez, 
























upon to 
fit to do 
measures 
had heen 
it 10 cross the frontier without 
uleyuurters. 

T have, Ke. 





















(Signed) \. NICULSC 
[2225] No. 86. 

A. Nicolxun to Sir Edward Grey.—(Receiced January 20.) 
(No. 12.) cae % 
(Telsraphi.) 1, St Petershurgh, January 20, 10s. 





TAI, Alvis sia. Your telegrans No, 18 of [sth January. 

The question of Adviser's instructions arose during Minister for Foreigu Aifairs 
absonec, aid Ne wus wacquaintes) with it, have explained the matter to hin, aud be 
thas promised 10 Jet me have his proposals very sborily, I stid T believed we both 





in dk 















































the French Government of the tenor of M. Bizot's 
did not exceed the limits within which it had 
jon. T trust my statement wwas correct, 





jnerely required to be informed b 
instructions in order to be sure that th 
been thought desirable to keep hi 
Above repeated to Mr. Ma 
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Sir A. Hardinge to Sir Edward Grey,—{Received January 21.) 


(No. 24) 





Brussels, January 20, 1908. 
1 HAVE ikl the Honour to rweeive your despateh No. 6 of the 15th instant, 
respecting Anglo-Russiin objections to the Fe-employment of M. Prien in Per 
J understood from M. de Giers, and reported to you in my despatch No. 2 of the 
that the m plaint of the Russi wainst M. Priem 
the post of 1” to the Shahi, and 
rthur Nicolson’s telegram No, 270, repeated fo me 
‘0, 8, respecting the has of the signature of the Freneh 
's contiet, seemed to imply that His Majesty's Government were at 

on this poi 

ed miysolt’ justitied, tho 
sation t0 him in assoviati 






































i, 18 you will observe, T left the 
x mysell with the remarks: made by 
M de Giers to M. Davignon as regards this particular subject. 1 will, how 
opportunity of ment Ww his Excelleney the point about M. Mornand, on 
ch your ys stress, TE have in thi; meantime the honour to timsmit 
yesterday's“ Indépondance Bolxe,”"* from whieh it 
nd inost of the other prominent Belyians have: been 
Persian Government 
T haye, &e. 
(Signed) ay 
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PUN 1, HARDIN 











[2282] No. 88, 


India Office to Foreign Office. (Received Junwiry 21.) 






Sir, 

TN ruply to your letter dated the 
1o inclose, for the confidential inform 
from the nt of India reyardi 
fins Ten appointed ( i 





1h iustant, | am 
mn of Sir 1 Gi 
4 Count MIhort 
11 Pe 






copivs of telex 
1 Qadi-Wytarn 


















Tuclosure 1 in No, 88. 


Mr, Morley (0 Government of India, 





10, 1908. 
‘eran, dated 
1 Quadt as Minister for 
cly to bo useful regarding his views, 
information of the Boreign Of 


$$ 





at Tehran, please 
r, social qualities, 











Tnclosure 2 in No, 88. 


2 P Government of Iudin to Mr. Morley, 
Telesraphic,) P, 
WITH reference to your telegram dated the 11th 
particulars 








January 17, 1908, 
‘ stant, Fam senting by’ post full 
wnt Connt Qnadt, who left, via Constintinople, for ‘Pelran on the 








DN 





sirtad, 





























































Nth instant, Count, though not fond of society, is a great bridge player, and 
Countess is an accomplished and charming liostess. Both. speal 

they will be great aequisition to the socfal life of Tehran, ‘They have both he 
popnlur in Tidia, aud he professes great rogret at leaving country, While jealo 





watching interests of Germany, he ma; 
offensively. Te does not strike meas b 
thougli not by improper means, so far 








be relied upon not to dlo so discourteously 
liant, but collects information very assiduous 


















(2347) 


No. $9, 
















Sin N. O'Cnnor to Sir Editard. Grey. (Received January 21.) 





Constantinople, January 
No. 6, date 


21, 1908. 
following twlegrs terday, from His 


ut Uromia 







nis still expected. ‘The vacillation of the Persi 

Texan! to the lodging proposed for the Turks has heen cause of delay; but they have 
now definitely offered ho andl T think it will he accepted, 

The G ny in a telegram received y 

nt appeal for reinforcement, saying that the 

by the Kurds, and that he is ina bad way. He states that 

the presenice of suiall partiés of Turkish troops, although these do not interfere actively, 

the Kurds, 
“1 think 
remain Lone: 


inh 
















torday by the 








Were not encouraged by the Turks, the Kurds wo 
i the woatlier at present is severe. 





ld uot 











[2303| 


90. 





Me. Marling to Sir Edward Grey. (Received January 21.) 









phic) Pe Tehran, January 21, 1908. 
WRATISEAW No. of the Loth instant, 
n Tirma has heen summoned to evacuate Soujhoulak by ‘Turkish Com- 

















No, 








Kiinurit Grey to Sir A. Nicolson 


















P. Foreign Offer, Jimuary 21, 1908, 
Your statement to M. Isvolsky as to Fiianeial Adviser's instruc 





is aceuntte, 
Move tefars to your telegram No. 12 of to-day. 

















(2303) No. 92, 








Sir Kilieuril G 





ey lo Sir A. Nicolson. 














maphie) 


Foreign Office 


nuary 21, 1908. 
Please refer to telegram from.‘ 


iran 












is the tmost «list 
Soujhilal is in Be 
We should ass 





eact the Turks have as yet committed, as 
listrict in digpute 
the Riss 1 protest to the Porte if 
they proposed such at course, and you should ascertain their views without making the 
proposil yourself, The Russian Government are concerned more directly than we, nil 
iis for them, wt us, to take the fist stop 

















































No. 





(1704) 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Marling. 
(No.17.) 
Telegraphic.) P. 
PERSIAN Minister in London, 
His Majesty has no objection to the appoiutment of Bhtesham-es-Sultanch, 
mentioned in your telegram No, 21 of the 16th instant. 


Foreign Office, January 21, 1908, 













(2396) No. 94. 


Adiniralty (o Foreign Office —(Received January 





(Confidential: 
Sir, Admiralty, January 20, 1908. 

1 AM commaniled by my Lords Commissioners of the Adwitalty to transinit, for 
nformation of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, a copy of a letter dated 
the 25th December, with its inclosures, which has been received {rom Captain Heneage, 
M.V.0,, IUN,, of His Majesty's ship “Hyacinth,” acting for the Commander-in-chief, 

ist Indies, ‘respecting the capture of pirates at Dayir by His Majesty's ship 
* Highflyer.”” 
A copy has also been sent to the India Office, 











Lam, &e, 
(Signed) ©. 1 THOMAS, 









Tnclosure 1 in 





Captain Heneuge to Admiralty, 


SUBMIPTED that 1 ani forwarding the accompanying reports in order to ayoid the 
clay of a week which would occur if they were forwarded to the Conmander-in-chief, 
whois at present at Calcutta, 


2. A duplicate of these reports lias been forwarded to the Con 
for the information of the Indian Government. 


(Signed) 
“Hyacinth,” at Bombay, December 25, 1907. 





nander-in-chief, and 








AW. HENEAGE, lay Captain 


Tnclosure 2 in No. (4 


Captain Hickley to Commander-inechief, Kast Indies. 
(Confidential,) 
Sir, “ Highflyer,” at Bombay, Decenber 28, 190T- 

IN compliance with your orders, I haye the Honour to report that I left Bombay on 
the 2ist November at 680 a.at,, «nd proceeded at ordinary: speed (118 knots) and 
reduced to economical speed on the 28rd at 8 a.a., intending to arrive at Henjam 
the forenoon of the 25th November, on whieh day I expected Sphinx” would. a 
at Bushire. i 
2. Varrived at Henjam at 10:30 a.m. on the 26th November, and obtained tele- 
Staphic communication with “Sphinx” at Bushire on her arrival that afternoon, also 
with the Resident there, informing the latter of my orders, and asking him for farther 
information concerning the pirates at Dayir, also for his advice in dealing with the 
natives of Dasir. also informed the Resident informally that 1 hoped ie might. be 
able to come in “Sphinx ” and join me, 

5. On the 26th November I received a telegram from the “ Sphinx’ suggesting, 
at the request of the Resident, that the “ Lapwing” at Museat should join  Redbreast ! 
Qi fhe Makran Coast for the suppression of arms traffic, I accordingly ordered 
“Lapwing” there under orders of Redlreast, 

sack Lalso received a telegram trom ‘Sphinx 

sisiting Lingah in “Sphinx,” to obtain further 

Dayir ‘and a local guide, to which 1 areed 
[issa 





ie 























saying that the Resident suggested 

formation conceming the pirates of 

and telegraphed that 1 would meet 
*) 
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Inclosure 3 in No. 94. 


Lisn of Expenses incurred in connection with the Capture of the Pirates by His 
Majesty's Ship “ Highilyer” on December 8, 1907. 





Partieulare, Rupees. Remarks, 





Witnestes for identi= 
fication, 


Total 





(Signed) HICKLEY, Captain. 
Tuclosure ¢ in No. 94 


Commander Litehfield to Communder-inechief, Hast Indies. 


io Ee Sphinz,” at Henjam, November 29, 1907. 

"IN continuation of my general letter of the 8rd November, 1907, [ have the honour 
to report that T left Bushire at 1°30 rst, on the Sth November, arrived at the outer buoy, 
ShattaaleArab, at $15 A. the Gth November, and proceeded up the river to 
Mohammerah: In the afternoon I ealled upon His Majesty's Consul, who returned my 
cull next morning, He could give me no recent news of the Humaidi pirate gang, but 
when last heard of they were still at Dayir 

2, [ proceeded up the river to Bussorah early on the Sth November, moori 

e Consulate at 10 A.at : e 2 
aoe thant tis Mastak,ériner “Key of the Ocean and Royal Imperial Majesty's 
gunboat “Comet there, the latter having lately returned from Ahwaz, Ships were 
Gresied in hiononr of the national festival which eélebrates the conclusion of Ramadan. 
I dressed stip ujon aiehoring. Where vas some dlifieulty in obtaining, pratique, the 
quarantine olliccr at firstimposed two days’ quarantine, oving to the ship having beet to 
Museat within the list month, 1 was, however, able to persuade him to grant us 

igue in the afternoon : é 
ET AN IeGause Conn Mteaeareeaetale MLaDE al the Wali and Commodore of 

intention dress ship next morning in honour of the Mirth. of His Majesty the 

x, and that 4 would call upon them early. h é 
ee TS e NNRNGRIEEA ree cicl oLnon Este His Majesty's birthday, and 
paid an carly call upon the Wali and Commodore, ‘The ‘Turkish cruiser “Comet * and 
miost of tho steamers in the port also dressed, : 

‘Yhe Wali and Commodore duly returned my call later in the day, and offered 

' upon the oecasion we were celebrating, ‘The port officer also called, 
© absence of His Majesty’s Const, wlio usually: holds a reception on this 
day, invited the British community off to the ship to honour His Majesty's health. 

4, ‘The ship coaled on the 12th November, 135 tons of coal being obtained from 
Messrs, Strick and Co,, the only firm able to supply me, the price arranged was 
31 rupees 14 annas per ton, whieh is about E} rupees cheaper than Government rate at 

hire, 
eer tenn Kowererei\ vel lomatel dab \yeul andl sever poltoaltueransly note 
ay North Welsh, proved to be of an inferior quality, and is certainly not best Welsh 
steam coal, have written to Messts, Strick and Co, with regard to the matte 

5. [proceeded to Mohiammeraly on the With to await the arrival of the mail con: 

ving Mr. O'Keefe, Chief Artiticer ne A.B, and two lascars, and thus avoid 
the five days! quarantine that would have been imposed had 1 received these passengers 
from the mail at Bussorah, 2 

T wold suggest that naval passengers for ships in the river he in all eases booked to 
Mohammerah, 


39. 


On the 14th I went with His Majesty's Consul to visit Sheikh Khazal. He had 
had no recent news of the pirates, who appear to have laid low at Dayir since the 
attack on the Koweit diow in February, and he assumed that they were still at 
Dayir, 

Uap ransintendeniioreolcewnt alnanren atten days, but Mr, MeDouall informed ime. 
that the majority of the dhows had cleared for the south on the 11th and 12th, and that 
he saw no immediate necessity for a ship near the bar, I therefore returned (0 Bussorah 
on the 15th, aud found that Mr. Crow, His Majesty's Consul, had returned, 

Tt was arranged that Sheikh Khazal should return my call when I next visited 
Mohammerah, as he was suffering from a cold and his launch was under repairs, 

6. Mr. Crow informed me that a strong protest had been made to the Porte by 
His Majesty's Ambassador at Constantinople, with reference to the uncivil treatment 
of the Commanding Officer of “Lapwing” at Katif, ‘The Wali of Bussorah had 
been instructed to inquire into the matter, with a view to the pinishment of the offending 
officials. 

Mr, Crow informed me that a shortage of dates of some kinds had resulted in 
high prices, and that consequently the number of dhows returning to the river for 
the second date season about the middie of December might be expected to be less 
than usual, 

8. On the 20th November I was informed that the Sheikh of Zubeir, a town about 
10! west of Bussorah, had been murdered with two of his people that afternoon in the 
bazaar at Bussorah, ‘The Turkish troops were called out to quell the disturlance which 
followed. 

9, On the 2lst November, at 400 vat, I reveived your telegram directing me 
to proceed to Koncit to obtain men who can identify the’ Humaidi pirates and alter 
wards proceal to Bushire to place myself under the orders of thie * Hightlyer.! 

My proceedings subsequent to the receipt of your telegram have been. reported to 
Captain Hiekley, of His Majesty's. ship *Highilyér,"” who hus relieved me ay Senior 
Oncor in the Gulf upon joining him at Henjam this day, A copy of that letter is 
attached, 

10. ‘The telegraphic communication with Bussorali by lund Tines proved to be mor 
ctlicient than Twas led to believe, but it appears to be subject to temporary 
interruptions, due to weather or Arabs cutting the 

Your telegram No, 55, consisting of fifty-seven groups, came Uirough in about 
thirty hours, with only two slight errors, 

‘Ihe Tine was interrupted very soon afterwards on account of heavy rain in the 
north, ani Tam doubtinl whether you received my acknowledgment hefore the report of 
tny arrival at Bushire. 

11. As rexarils the movenients of tle other ships of the division, “ Lapwing ” left 
Bunder Abbas at 9 v.x., 2th October, and arrived at Muscat early on the 26th October, 
where she embarked Major Grey, and left for Sur the same eveninys, 

Major Grey was unable to trace the Somali arms he went to Sur to find and 
* Lapwing” returned to Muscat on the 28th October, 

Between the 28th October aud the Sth November some urgent defeets in ey 
toon were made xood, and on the 6th November I ordered her to Kutrachee to cl 
oilers and generally overhaul her machinery, 

She arrived on the $th, and returned to Muscat on the 27Uh, with orders to leave 
for the north on the 28th, in readiness to relieve me in the tiv 

Owing, however, to the Resident's request for a second ship) on the arms tral 
soon as possible, she has been temporarily: diverted to assist“ Redbreast.” on this 
service, 

12, Ulett “Redbreast” at Bushire on the 5th November, with orders to embark 
Mr. Bill, Pirst Assistant to the Resident, and convey him to Abu Musa and Rascale 
Khaina, afterwards proceeding to Muscat, 

The object of the Abu Musa visit was to'see if all was quiet there, and to’ reassure 
the Sheikh’s people, 

Ms, however, transpired that the SheikW’s guard had vacated the island, and’ the 


“Redbreast” proceeded to Shargab, where Mr. Bill obtained a promise from the Sheikh 
to send over @ fresh guard at once. 


, Mt. Brown, the German Agent, has been in Bushire 
Consul about the Abu Musa Concession, and 
to frighten the ch of Shargah, 

At Ras-al-Khaima it was fou 


teviewing the German 
also, 1 nnvlerstand, heen endeavouring 


id that the slave-dealer referred to in paragraph 9-of 








o 





nd tha , 
is to be 


my letter of the 14th Getober had returned to Khabura, and 1 underst 
Deing once more in the territory of the Sultan of Muscat, His E 
requested to cause his arrest. ee 2 

13. “Reibrenst” arrived at Muscat on the 15th November, her orders being to 
assist Political Agent in any further steps to be taken with regard to the Somali arms, 
‘and then to, proceed to the Mekran Coast for the suppression of the arms traffic. 

he left Museat for Sur on the |sth fo make further inguiries about Somali 
army reported to be located there, but returned to Museat without suecess on 
the 18th A ‘ 

“Redbreast” visited Sur again, with Major Grey, on the 24th, Major Grey 
had obtained authority from the Sultan to forcibly seize the arms which has been 
ocated ‘at West Sur, but it was found that the Mullah’s agents had got 
Avay for Rus-il-Kihail, Somaliland, three days previously with 400 rifles, 

‘Phe affair is now closed for this year, so far as this division is concerned. 
“(tedbreast’s” report states that Political Agent wired to the Resident at Aden 
notifying the departure of the arms for Ras-al-Khail. 

T told Lieutenant and Commander Hose to make the best arrangements he 
could with Mr, New for the supply of information as to the movements of arms ranners, 
1b, here appears to be considerable keenness for signalling in the British India 
and Strick steamers, and somo ships have a very thir efficiency. ‘They seldom Tose an 
ty of exercise when we fall in with them ; 
Tregret to report two cases of beri-beri, ‘The first developed the day I left 
Hushire, the dth November, the patient being an able seaman, : 

‘As’ neither of the medical officers of “Sphinx” or “Redbreast” had previously 
seen n ease of betisberi, E obtained the services of Captain Williams, [LM.S., attached 
to the Residency, to confirm their diagnosis and advise as to treatment, 

Twas advised to keep the man-on board, as he would thus have « better chance, 

ly in view of the change of climate to be expected in the river. 
‘ho man has heen accommodated in a canvas house on the upper deck 
progressed sutistactoril; eine 

Thad all the tice on board examined, and some doubtful-looking rice in the 
enntven, the only: rice stowed forward, thrown overhonrd 

‘Phat rice had not, however, heen issued. 

‘he mess deck and cantoon were then disinfected. 

No further cases occurred until the stant, when & Lascar stoker serang 
was found to he suffering trom the disease, and already in too critical condition to 
be discharged from the ship had opportunity offered. ‘ 

ception of a few eases of fever, the health of the officers and men is 
ood, 
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L have, &e. 
(Signed HIRLEY LUPCHPIELD, 


Commander and Senior Naval Officer, Persian Gulf Division, 















Inclosine 5 in No. 9h, 


Commaniter Litehfield to Captain Hickley 





pnfidlentinl,) 
i “ Sphing,” at Henjun 

T HAVE the honour to report my proceedings sinee receiving Commander-i 
chiet’s telegram at 50 vat, on the 21st November, directing me to proceed to 
Koweit and obtain through the Political Agent some of Sheikh Mubarrek’s men who 
can identify the piratieal gang of Abdullab-bin-Humaidi, and afterwards proceed to 
Bushire to find instructions us to a rendezvous with you 

2, Left Bussorah at 11 aust, the 22nd November, with the object of catching the 
inidnight tide over the bar and crossing the bar should the moon serve, I arrived at 
Fao 7:45 i41,, and anchored to wait for the rise of the tide, 

‘AUT vat, the time I should have procecded, the moon was obscured by heavs 
clouds, which sliowed no signs of dispersing, and there was insufficient light tor picking 
up the buoys, [ therefore decided to wait lor the nest day tide. 

3. AUL gat, on the 2rd November 1 proceeded across the bar, and anchored at 
Koweit in the inuer anchorage at $49 v1, the moon rising just in time to enable me 
to pick up the buoys 


), 1907. 
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4, As it would be too late to interview the Sheikh that night, I deferred landing 
until 7 4.af. the next morning, the 24th November, when I called upon Major Knox, 
Political Agent, and went with him to see Sheikh Jabir, eldest son of Sheikh Mubarrek, 

who was unfortunately away hunting in the interior, and could not be communicated 
ith without delaying my departure some days, 

Sheikh Jabir showed some hesitation to act in his father's absence, but finally 
consented to send with me two men who could recognize the piratical sons of Abdullah- 
bin-Humaidi, 

‘The names of these Koweit men are Hussein-bin-Bathir and Ak 

‘They are both of Persian extraction, born and brought up in Kow 














bin-Maliomed, 
and are seamen by 








Tast saw the sons of Abuullab-bin-Humaidi in Bussorah and Mobammerah 
bont four years ago, but say they ean easily recognize them. ‘They would not, however, 
he prepared to identify the pirate’s crew. It appears that the crew is constantly changed, 
a freskt one being collected for each expedition, 

Sheikh Jabir said that he knew of no one in Koweit who could identity the pirate's 
crew, or who had local knowledge of Dayir. ‘Te two men T have brought have been to 
Dayir, but have not landed there. 

V could obtain no definite information as to the present whereabouts of the pirates, 
ut when last heard of they were reported to be at Dayir. 

5. When at Mohammerah, a few days before receiving Commander-in-chief's 
gram, Sheikh Khazal and Mr. MeDouall, His Majesty's Gonsul, gave me_similar 
information, Neither liad received any recent news of the movements of the pirates, 
Sheikh Kbszal thousht they would probably be sill at Dayit 

G. Having embarked the two Koweit men, [left Koneit at 280 vast, and atrived 
and anchored off Bushire at 1°30 vat. the 25th November, T landed as soon as pratique 
yas obtained to see the Resident, and called at the telegraph station on the way, finding 
your first telegram from Henjam awaiting me, and that you happened to be in th 
At Henjam, After communicating with you L went on to sce the Resident, who expressed 
hiis readiness to accompany me in accordance with your desire, provided 1 would wait till 
after the arrival of the mail on the 27th 

‘The Resident suggested that it would be desirable to visit Lingah as u first step to 
obtain further information from the Native Agent there as to the present whereabouts of 
the pirate, and of the boy Ali-bin-Ibraliim, the sole survivor of the ved crew of 
the Persian dhow, and also man familiar with the country around Dayit. 

7. Having replied to your telegram I proceeded to. the inner anchorage carly on 
the 26th November to complete with coal, 50) tons, 

§. At 4:30 ya, on the 27th November, having embarked the Resident and bakers 
for “Highflyer,” I sailed for Lingab and Henjam, bringing with me also your mails, which 

that moming. [ instructed the postmaster to retain mails for & Highflyet” and 
* Sphinx” at Bushire until further orders, 

9. Larrived at Lingah 7°15 a.st this morning, 
jy, lie Native Agent caine off immediately, and Major Cox explained our business, 
The Agent said that the man who could give us the most assistance way a Persian 

eyyid named Abdul Qahir, who lad zone over to Basidu on behalt of the Governor of 
Lingali to escort the Mullali, wlio was recently, banished by the Deiya Begi ani touk 
fuge at Basidu, but was now permitted to return to Lingab. 

The Seyyid and his party were expected to return to Lingah to-day, ‘To avoid 
waste of waiting for the Seyyid L decided to proceed to Basidu, and speak any 
hative eraft {wet on the way, 1 weighed at $20 4.x, and after proceeding 10! eastward 
fell in with the dhow containing the Seyyid, 

The Native Agent was sent on board tie dhow and brought buck the Seyyi 

10, ‘The Seyyid was quite willing to accompany ns, aud appears to be very. ki 
the punishment of the pirat 

_ He isa resident or Dayir, aud his people know the houses in which the pirales and 
their relatives live at Batunah, about west of Dayir, He ean procure local guide 
At Dayir, and the relatives of the massacred crew of the “Shivoh” dhow who live at 
Hagit. the only survivor of that piracy, Alisbin-Ibrahim, could be procured as a witness 
ob, 

11. The Seyyidl returned from a visit to Bushire by last mail. Just before he left 
Ne meta Dayir man, who told him that the pirates had recently bought a dhow and 
proceeded to Bussorah, ‘Tie Seyyidl, liowever, is mclineil to doubt the reliability. of this 


niformation, as the people of the Dashti Coast are naturally disposed to disclaim 
connection with the pirates, 
tt 
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aa which gives their district an unenviable reputation, 




































42. I then proceeded at 10°20 a.s. direct for Henjam to communicate with you and 
report progress. ‘The Native Agent subsequently informed the Resident that there is a 
Seedie at Lingal who at one time was a slave in the house of the pirates 

It may be useful to pick this man up at Lingah on the way north, 

18, Thave two cases of heri-beri on board, one being a European, 

Thave, &. 
(Signed) SHIRLEY LITCHFIELD. 











Inclosure 6 in No. 94. 
Commander Litchfield to Commandersin-chief, East Indies. 


(Confidential) - 
Sin, Sphinz,” at Henjam, November 29, 1907. 

I HAVE the honour to forward the attached reports from the Commanding 
Officer, His Majesty's ship‘ Redbreast,” with reference to services undertaken at the 
request of Political Officers, 








Thave, &e. 
(Signed) SHIRLEY LITCHRIELD, 
Commander and Senior Naval Offer, Persian Gulf Division. 








Inclosure 7 in No, 94, 


Lieutenant-Commander Hose to Commander Litchfield, 
ie ‘ * Redbreast,” at Muscat, November 18, 1907, 

I HAVE the honour to submit the following Report on the various matters in 
connection with which T carried Mr, Bill, First Assistant Resident, to Abu Musa, and to 
ports on the rucial Oman Coast, in’ accordance with your sailing orilers of the 
Sith November, 1907. 

2 Cleft Bushire at 2 vst, on the 7th instant, and arrived at Abu Musa on the th. 
On landing with Mr, Bill we found that the Sheikh of Shargah had established no guard 
on the island, that several utensils for the working of the oxide were still the 
hieap of oxide piled near the beach containing hy approximate measurement 
‘AM Mr, Bill's request Lsent the armiourer and earpenter’s mate ashore to take a cart 
nid alto landed & laustaff to enable the Sheikh of Shargah to hoist his tag: 
wide works, : 
| Leaving Abu Musa at 6 p.at, Larrived at Shargah at 9°80 the same evening, and 
1, the following day landed with Mr, Bill, who interviewed the Sheikh in the 
ent’s house, After many difficulties had been put in the 
Sheikh, Mr. Bill eventually got him to promise to send a 
guard to Abu Musa forthwith, and Lk ip at Shargali until the party were seen 
to start at daylight on the 11thy then e ig Issa-hin-Abdul Atif (the Native 
Agents son), 1 proceeded to Umm-al-Kawain and anchored off the place at 
B45 AM. 

4, ‘Phe object of Mr, Bill's visit to Umm-al-Kavain was to obtain from the Sheikh. 
the release of a Somali shiye whom he lad bought from Oman, Mr. Bill and I landed 
immediately after anchoring, but on wetting ashore we were informed that the Sheikh 
was out fh However, messengers were sent after him, and we waited till 11:30, 
by which time Mr. Bill considered the Sheikh ought certainly to have retuned, Not 
haying done so, Mr Bill and U went back to the ship, leaving Issa-bin-Abdul Atif on 
shore with a message from the former to the Sheikh that he must repair on board the 
“Redbreast” on his retur 
be received, At 2 p.xi, the 
for his inability to et back to his house in time to see Mr, Bill there, ‘The Sheikh 
surrendered the slave, and left the ship at 3 rm, upon whieh T gave him the authorized 
salute of three guns, 

5. As it was then too late to reach Rasal-Khaima before 1 remained at 
Unm-al-Kawain till 5 a.st the next-day (12th), and reached Ras-al-Khaima at 9°30 A... 
Llanded with Mr, Bill and Issa-bin-Abdul Atif, the latter proceeding into the town to 
make inquiries rea Beluchi, called Ghulam Shah, a slaye dealer, who was believed to 
have been in the place a short time previously, if not there then, Inquiries elicited the 
























at 8 
British Resideney’s Nati 
way: and excuses made by th 
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information that Ghulam Shab had left Ras-al-Khaima, and the Sheikh made the same 
Statement to Mr. Bill, telling him he had gone to Ali Fujaira on the Ash Shemailya 
Coast. 

G. [left Ras-al-Khaima at 8 p.st. and proceeded to Bundar Abbas, in order that 
Mr, Bill might catch the slow mail for Bushire and forward a report by her to the 
Resident. Having dispatched the report by the steamer on the morning of the 13th, I 
proceeded with Mr. Bill to Al Fujaira, where I anchored at 7 at. the Lith, At 8:30 we 








janded, and the Sheikh met us.on the beach, He informed Mr, Bill that Ghulam Shah 
had been at Fujaira, had gone to Ras-al-Khaima, had then returned to Fujaira, but had 
left again five days previously for Al Khabura, on the Batinch Coast, He promised 
to retain Ghulam Shah for the Political Resident's disposal should Ghulam Shah 
return, 

7, I left Fujaira at noon for Muscat, where I arrived at 7 a; the 15th, and 
disembarked Mr. Bill, 


T have, &e. 
(Signed) WALTER IOSE. 





Inclosure 8 in No. 94, 


Lieutenant-Conmander Hose to Commaniler Litchfield. 
ential.) 





“ Redbreast,” at Muscat, November 19, 1907, 
o report that on my arrival at Museat on the 15th instant | 
Political Agent to embark the Ageney dragoman and proceed to 
gations re the arrival there of an agent of the Mad Mullah, named 
Hamed+bin-Shinva, with a consignment of rifles for final transport to Somaliland: 
2, Inaccordance with this request, I left Muscat at 10 vat. the 16th, and arrived 
at Surat daylight on the 17th, I landed at 7°30 with the Agency dragomun, Said 
interpreter, Hadji Abdullah, | wont first to see the Hindoo 
Banyan Geviam, who hind sent the news of the arrival of Hamed-bin-Shitwa at Sur, and 
sas told by him that the “Somali” had sailed that moriing about 3... On being 
pressed for proof of this, he produced several witnesses, whose evidence, however, 
seemed somewhat contiadictory, Still, the majority of the evidence was in favour of his 
having sailed, and that, taken with the Banyan’s positive ussurances of the fat, induced 
ne th get away in chase, since, if the statement was true, it way of the utmost 
iinportance to get away without delay; and, if it were falso, any other inquiries 
concerning Hamed could be prosecuted on my return, 
3. 1 got away at 10°15 and proceeded full speed round Ri 
overhauled four Vedans which T 
Surat 7 ast, and cons 





“TL HAVE the honour: 
was requested by th 
Sur, anid take inves! 






























val-Hadd, and at 2 9.91, 
stopped and boarded, It turned ont that these had left 
quently it seemed impossible that if Hamed had left. Sur at 
4.11, as stated by Geiram, that 1 could overhaut him before dark; also, the nakhodas 
revss of bedans said they had seen Hamed’s boat in the Khor at Sur the previous 
inclined to think he had not sailed before them that morning. On 
i ined to return to Sur, and got 15 Pa. 1 then landed again with 
Suid Mahommed and Hadji Abdullah and interviewed Geiram «i second time, He 
informed mo that he had ascertained positively in the meantime that Hamed’s bedan 
was still in the Khor; that he had started ont that morning, but the 
* Redbreast” had driven hin in again, ‘The latter part of this statement I found to be 
absolutely untrue when T saw the unprepared state of the bedan for any voyage. 
to lier after leaving the “Banyan.” She was entirely empty, and was lying alongside 
another Somali boat two-thinds Iaden with riee and dates, ‘The owner and nakhoda of 
this hoat, a Somali Malinuid Mahommed, appeared on the scene and claimed 
ownership to Hamed's boat as well, saying he bought her from Salah-bin-Sheikh, of Sur, 
afew days ago. 1 had the cargo of Mahmud’s bout (sambuk) overhauled, but found 
nothing Suspicious, 

. After my examination of the boats I weut to visit Sheikh Abdullah-bin-Salim, 
who assured me he had come from Jaalan to Sur entirely over this arms running affair, 
and had issued orders to the effect that none of his people were to countenance it or to 
allow any arms to leave the place. He was leaving Sur again the next day, but promised 
ts leave some one to sce his orders carried out, 
~,% While with Sheikh Abdullah a man called Jumma-hin-[+) arrived, and told 
Said Malommed that Hamed-bin-Shirwa liad imported £00 rifles into Sur, and now had 
them hidden in the house of one Khamis, in West Sur: that Hamed had 
































































(it 


intehiled leaving Sir before this, but had heen detained by the illness of Nasr-bin-Khamis, 
anil that they proposed sailing together in two days or so; that their destination was 
Ras-al-Khail on the Somali Coast; that Hamed had bought the bedan trom Salah-bin- 
Shaikh for 200 rupees, but in the uame of Mahmud Mafommed and not his own, 

6. I debated whether to search Nast-bin-Khamis’ house, but de usult the 
Political Agent first, since there would be time to return again for this purpose, and it 
seemed perhaps advisable to have some representative of the Sultan (or some authority 
from him) if possible, to accompany one in such a proceeding, 

7. 1 left Sur at) pst., 17th, arriving at Museat the following morning at 
B o'clock. 

‘The Sultan being absent from Muscat, the Political Ayent has not thought it 
advisable to take any further proceedings with regard to searching the house of Nasr= 
Diti-Khamis 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) WALTER HOSE. 


Inclosure 9 in No, 94. 


Lieutenant-Conmender Hose to Commander Litchfield. 
(Confidential.) 
Sir, 


of Sur to hand over Hani 

8. [left Muscat with Major Grey on hoard at 4 a.st. (44th), and arrived at Sur 
at noon, 

4, Major Grey, on landing, received information that Hamed-bineShirwa had left 
Sur three days beforehand, 

5, Teft Sur at 8 v.31, the same evening, and returned to Muscat with Major Grey, 
who is informing the Resident at Aden hy wire of the Somalis departure for 
RasealeK hail, 

Thiave, &e. 
(Signed) WALTER HOSE. 
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(2454) Blonge: 


ir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey—(Received January 22.) 


St. Petersburgh, January 22, 1908, 


forms me that he has instructed M. de Nelidow by telegraph to 

concert with Sir F. Bertie in requesting French Minister for Foreign Affairs to com- 
municate to British and Russian Governments the text of the instructions to be given 
to M. Bizot, as he had already promised todo so. M. Isvolsky adds thatthe instructions 
should comprise an obligation on M. Bizot to conform his financial activity to the 
and Russian Representatives at Tehran, and his, Excellency 

that this will be clearly understood at Paris. 
(Sont to Tehran.) 





(2455) No. 97. 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Recrived January 22.) 
(No. 16.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. 
YOUR tologram No, 92 of yestorday, 
ureo-Persian frontier: Soujbonlak incident. 
Isky had telegraphed to Constantinople to ascertain Russian Ambassador's 
receipt of news of ultimatum, which it is alleged Turkish, Commissioner 
presented, M. Zinoview had already written to ‘Turkish Minister. for Foreign Affairs, 
ig out that the action of the ‘Turkish military auth was entirely contra: 
to Porte’s assurances. ‘Turkish Ministor for Foreign Affairs hid stated that 
ment were uot responsible for effervescence among the Kurdish tribes 
incensed by incendiarism of somo of their villages. by Persian Govornor- 
General, but his Exeelleney had promised to do what he could to avert complications, 
In informing me of above, M. Isvolsky expressed the hope that Sir N. O'Conor 
would support representations of Russian Ambassador, if he has not already done so, 
(Sent to Constantinople and Tehran.) 


St. Petersburgh, January 22, 1908, 





[2408] 195, 


Messrs, Ellinger and Co. to Foreign Office, (Received January 22.) 
Sir, » Oxford Street, Manchester, Janw 
WH are in receipt of yours of the 18th instant acknowledging our 
20th ultimo with reference to the formation of a Limited Liability Company for the 
purpose of huying from the Moin-ut-Tajar all the ved oxide from the Island of Ormu 
¢ are glad to note that His Majesty's Government agree to give the assurances 
Ked for in on letter of the 20th ultimo, 


N reference to the conchiding paragraph of your letter, we are showing your 
letter to our solicitors, Messts. E, P, Turner and Sons, 115, Leadenhall Street, Loudon, 
fo which course you have already agreed. Before showing your letter under reply to 


any other person we shall obta pproval of His Majesty’s Government. 

We aro advi . EF. Turner and Sons that we show them your letter of 
the 18th instant iv information only, and wwe are informing them of the engage 
ment into which we have ented with His Majesty’s Government as regards showi 
the letter to oflier persons, 


Re ANp Co. 





(1792) No. 98, 


Fureign Office to India Office 
(Confidential) 


Sir, Foreign Office, January 22, 1908, 


WITH referer your letter of the 18th December, 1907, relative to the 
tapture of the Dayir pirates, Tam directed by Sceretary Sir E, Grey to transi 
Kerewith, to be laid before Mr. Secretary Morley, copy of a telegram from His 
Majesty’s Chargé d? Affaire iran,* from which it appears that, in informing the 
Versinn Government of the proposed destruction by one of His Majesty's ships of 
the strongholds of the Chief of the Dashti at Dayir and Kangun, he omitted to state 
in accordance with Major Cox's proposal that the above course would only be resorted 
to should the Chief fail to comply with a demand for a sum of 15,000 rupees to 
Ve distributed among the victims of the pirates, 

__ It will also he observed that the Persian Government decline the assistance of 
His Majesty's Government in the matter, but assert their willingness to undertake the 
destruction of the strongholds themselves, 

1 DEE: Gtey is disposed to agree with Mr. Marling that the more forcible measure 
will produce a better moral eifect, and, subject to Mr. Morley's concurrence, lis 
proposes to inform him that ho need take no steps to correct the mistake, 

He further proposes, if Mr, Morley sees no objection, to approve Mw. Marling 
Dwposed intimation to the Persian Government thit one of His Majesty's ships will 





Watch the operations and tliat the Officer in Command has instructions to complete 
the work if not carried out to his satisfaction. 


Lam, &e. 
(Signed) LOUIS MALLET. 





[2550] No, 99, 
India Office to Foreign Office. —(Received January 23.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by ditection of Mr. Secretary Morley, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of inclosures 
in) letter from the Foreign Secretary to the Government ef Tol , dated the 


12th December, relative to the relations of the Sheikh of Mohanmerah with the Sheikh 
of Koweit, 


India Office, January 22, 1908, 
—————————— 
Tuelosiire 1 in No, 99, 


Major Cov to Government of Inilin. 

Sir, Bushire, November 10, 1907, 
NITH reference to the correspondence ending with Govemment of India later 
dated the 7th October, 1907, I have the honour to forward, for the information of the 
Government of India, a copy of communication, addressed by His Britannic Majesty's 
Aeneel st Mohammerah to His Majesty's Representative at Tehran, on the subject oF 
the Sardar Arfa’s relations with Sheikh Mubarck of Koweit, 

Thave, &e, 

(Signed) P. %, COX 


See 


Iuclosure 2 in No. 99. 


Consul MeDouall to Mr. Murlng. 

Contidential.) 

Mohimmerah, October 12, 1907, 

I HAVE the honour to forward the following Memorandim of a confidential 

conversation with the Sardar Arfa tor your information += 
jfhe Sardar Atti asked if I had Seen the ‘Tehran papers, especially th ; 

which had been making all sorts of false statements about. him und. his relations nich 

ourselves aid with Sheikh Mubarek. As to the lattor, as I knew, the two families hg 

alvays been on most intimate terms, and, eousidering the lange’ number of Persians, 

traders, aid others at Koveit, it was inv the interests of the Persian Goveenmect ia; 

auch should be the ease, 

{said that 1 know that, and 1 did! not think the statements of newspapers would 
have much effect on the Persian Government, 

‘he subject of the r fatements published in Persian papers had been 

wpveil iu the Majlis, te said that there ought to be some way of rebutting theo 
aud replied that no doubt when the Majlis find passed the various Nieamnacane a 
would be arranged. 

He suid that under a Constitutional Goverument he hoped that a proper recognition 
Of is position wouid be made and allowances given tor expenditure on frontier eee, 
‘nd the policing of the Arab, now paid out of his own pocket, but he was atra 
that the Ma er and that we would support then, 
its in the f Which lie only necepted on our advice. Although the 

hhim without hope, they had not given him the promises when he 
‘vould have liked, 

H sail that 1 loped the Majlis vould gradually arranue everything in accordance 
Nth the ‘sual regulation of Constitutional Governments, iwhich would netwalic mete te 
the expenditure on frontier and police matters, to ourselves, His Majesty's 
Government, according to Renter's telegrams, liad taken the ‘opportunity of the 
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nglo-Russian Agreement to reaffirm their previous declaration as to the Persian Gulf 
and to state that they held to the poliey of preserving the status quo there, a 
He said that this year he had spent a large sum on the Beni raf Dunes, ‘The 
Beni Iraf were a tribe ou the Turkish frontier, and their then Sheikh had several ies 
been a refugee in ‘Turkish territory and was suspected of having to a certain ex i 
relations with the ‘Turks. ‘This ibe ns for many years only pai , wer 
compulsion, He was left in charge of the provinee, a frontier one, without a single 
Persian soldier. ‘The tribe rebelled and he raised a sufficient foree to overave them. 
‘They attacked his. for 


tiers had been treated the same, 

and it would take some time for the 
Majlis to reorganize the whole system, When that was done we might hope for a better 
aS T have, &e, 

(Signed) W. McDOUALL, 





(2589) No. 100. 


idicard Grey.— (Received January 28.) 


‘elegraphie.) 
Mit MARLING'S No, 26 of txt 
Tilo not anticipate that any obje 
Government to effecting exchan 
inclined to leave manner in w jovernmont ine to he appro: 
<t to the decision of the British and Russian Representatives at Pobran, 
‘The arrangement was treated here aya matter apart; there was no intention of 
rygariling it as secret, but it was not considered as coming within the scope of the 


1 veill speak to M, Isvolsky if you desire: 
(Re ed to T 





(2533) No. 101, 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey,—(Recetved January 23,) 


(eles oP, Teron, January 23, 1908. 

i of obtaining assent of Persian Government to o mnge of tele, 
ines will, T think, be to represent transaction, not as a complement of Anglo-Ri 
Agreement, but as one upon which the two Governments have agreed merely us i 
ntter of conve 

Persian ¢ ut have been given verbal assurances that Convention contains 
jvseoret clinses ; it will be believed that other secret arrangements exist if we now 
Haye to inform them that proposed exchange formed part of it; and the result would-be 
Ww arouse dainaging suspicions of our good faith. 
i M, sle Hartwig is inclined to agree and think carrying out of exchange on these 
nos poss 

Isthero any objection, in your opinioy 
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(2582) No. 102. 
Mr, Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 23.) 


No. 27.) 

{ts aphic.) P. Tehran, January 23, 1908. 
i ONTIER, Please see Sir A. Nicolson’s telegram No. 16 of the 22nd instant. 
‘That action of Kurds is solely due to Turks is indicated by all the evidence 

Thave. 





[2588] No, 108. 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 23. 
(No. 28.) 
‘Pelesraphic.) Be Tehran, January 23, 1908. 
M. PRIEM'S contract hias been terminated by Persian Government, and he seems 
to be making preparations to go, 
Reference is to your telegram No, 221 of the 31st December, 1907. 





(2454) No, 104, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir F, Hertie, 
(No, 13.) 
Foreign Office, January 23, 1908, 


You should make representations to M. Pichon, in concert with your Russian 
colleague, in the sense indicated by Russian Minister for Foreign Affairs to 
Sir A. Nicolson 

Seo telegram No, 16 from St. Petersburgh of yesterday, 





(2466) No, 105, 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir N. O'Conor. 


No, 1 
(Velographic) P. 

SOUJBOULAK incident on ‘Turco-Persian frontier, 

‘You should make representations to the Porte in support of those made by your 
Russian colleague, 

Reference is to yesterday's telegram No, 16 from St, Petersburgh. 


Foreign Office, January 23, 1908. 





(2601) No. 106. 


A, Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 24.) 
(No, 80.) 
Sir, St. Petersburgh, January 19, 1908. 
WITH reference tomy despatch No. 28 of the 16th instant, I have the honour to 
submit herewith trunshition of au official communiqué which las been made to the 
toe press in regard to the redistribution of the Russian troops on the Persian 
ront 


Thave, &e, 
(Signed) NICOLSON. 


Tnclosure in No. 106, 
Extract from the “ Petersburver Zeitung” of January 6 (19), 1908. 
(Zranslation,) 


THE Petersburg Telegraph Agency reports as follows in regard to the reported 
concentration of troops on the Russo-Persian frontier -— 
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Turing the last few days the report lias been spread not only in ‘Telian Dut als 
abroad that a considerable force of Russian troops had heen concentrated on the Persian 
frontier at Sulfa, RSs 

‘The report is untrue, In point of fact there are in the Russian district of ful 
the chief point on the trade route between ‘Transcaucasia and Azerba 
somnias of the Uman Cossack regiment. 


n of the numiberless Russian subjects and 
territory, in which disorder coutin 
cotirier of the I e nmin ant the 
sul at Azerbaijan. Tn spite incidopts:ie i 
on by Russi rsian fry the Cossack 
ral at, Tabreez increased for the protwctit 
institutions in the town by twenty-five men, 





No. 107, 


Sir F, Bertin ta Si “(Received January 24.) 
aphic) 2. Paris, Junnury 21, 1908, 
PERSIA. % 

our telogrun No, 13 of 
vesteri rv ont on instructions 
jo-morrow 8 I hy whom the promise 
(referred to in Sir A, 15 of the 22nd instant) was given that 
the W the British and: Russian Governments 
the text of the instructions to M. Bizot 





(2665) No. 105, 


Sir N. O'Conor to Sir Edward rived January 2A. 
Constantinople, January 24, 10S, 
Nicolson and his No. 16 60 the same: 


wy J sale representations on the same lines as the Russian Atbassador, and 
requiest Minister for Foreign Afitirs, whom I reminded of the topeatord 
promises that ‘Turkish troops would not eneroach on Persian torritory, and) | requested 
Wat orders should at once be sent to: the ‘Turkisli Com to desist from his 
! on aud espeet he territorial tights of Persia, if the reports of is 


Ministerof War and the Graud Vizier, say that they 

nothing cither of alleged ultimatum or of the reported ‘Tiarkish advaiice, but the 

Minister of War has telegraphed to the Militiry Commander to inquire, und. th 
Minister for Foreign Affairs says that the Per 1s appear to him y 

probable, as the fet that there isa Turkish Cousul at Soujhoulak shows that it is 


Thave repeated the above to St. Petersburgh and ‘Tehran, 





(2681) No. 109, 
Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Recrired January 24) 


Tehran, January 24, 1908. 
see Sir NL O'Conor's telegram No, 17 of the 


Acting Consul-General at Tabreex has received a letter, dated the 19th December, 
correspondent in Soujboulak, stating thi Turkish Commander seut five zaptichs 

ly to take possession of the town, though stensi 1 Ottoman Const 
few days after the t's opal + that the Kargiaar 
aud ( : ordered ont of thee town on the 18th Decomber by: the 
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‘Turkish Consul; that two ‘Turkish officers with fifteen soldiers arrived, and were 
luged in the Custom-house buildings, on the 19th December; and that then the “real 
Governor of the town” was the ‘Turkish Consul. 

An, accomnt of the means which ‘Turkish Commander employed to induce Kurdish 
Aghas to apply for Ottoman nationality is given in the sume letter, 





12533} No, 110, 


Foreign Office to India Office. 
(Confidential.) 
Sir, “oreign Office, Jonuary 24, 1905. 
LAM directed by S% yy to transtuit, to be laid before Mb y 
Morley, the accompanying copy of a telegram froin His Majesty’s Chargé d’Miaires at 
‘lh tho course to be followed with a view to obtain the eonsent of the 
to the exe rol of the ‘Tehran-Meshed 
toler 
Tami to state that, snbject to Mx ¢ proposes to 
Ir, Marling’s suggestion. 
Tam, &e. 
wil) LOUIS MALLET, 





{2761| 


Sir, y 
reply to your Totter of the Bist ult to state that Mr. 
Hey conemrs in the proposal of the Secretary of State for Korvign Aifain 
i es at Toliran should be instineted to approach the Persian 
nmient with a view to obtaining the control of the Persian telegraph line between 
Ava wn! Horuejoon for the budo-Bropean Telegraph Dep 
A Motor die subj by the. ites fof dhe depart 
1 side of the question sos 
= Miclinng should be instrieted 


sent 
Tam, &e, 
gued) A 


Tuelostre in No, 11. 


Minute by Mr. Kirk, 


WIEN the Persian Gaver r How the Lud 
itil 


Teloxraph Departinent tor 

slioulll he for the whole fine Box 

Ahwaz section ony. ‘The fist Stop to take would: appea 
Persian Governnicut woul agree ty the tid 

take chirge ol the ling Toaniht h ais an indie 

hat telegraph engineer of the hed 

working part ate tcp 

on the st es whet lie Had gone: ve nony what was 
necessary to pat tue Tige in order and obs ew of the cost of doin this, As to 
the cost of the proposed: suevey of the line and its temporary repatin as far as possible 
Av the present time, seeing the great impor is that the control of the 
shoukd te obtained, these charges could: bey the Lud 
Deirongnt, provided. the Pasian Gnveriiment fret 

xvii the Control of the Hine to the Iido-Enropean 


aph line, 1 


S010 


71 


when itwas known what the thorough repair of the lineand its maintenance afterwards 
vere likely to cost, it would perhaps le the most suitable time to arrange with the 
Persian Government for the payment of some proportion of the charges, ‘To obi 
coutrol of the line, it seems desirable to make the iansfer of it as free from initial 
Uilficulties as possible for the Persian Government, who appear to want the use of an 
icrondling badly at tio present tim, 

(Signed) H. A, KIRK, 

January 3, 1908. 





12829} No. 112, 


Sir N, O'Conor to Sir Eilivard Grey,—(Received January 25,) 
(No. 18.) 
raphio) 2. Constantinople, January 2, 1908, 
T HAVE received the following telegrum, No. 7 slated: yesterday, from His 
esty’s Consul-General at Urumia:— 


‘The Persian Commissioner has heard from Solu that the Kurds are diseoun 
netined to disper au that the Governor General of A\erbajan is bod 
own att Soujbor ‘Valiir Pashia says that te Turkish General has 
say that he wrote a friendly lotter as an old acquaintance 16 the Governor-Geivrnl 
advising him t retire from Soujhoulak, 
wior’ oF Hiss iifornutl comesponience which continues behyeen the 
uurkish claim roughly ma 
Heras not yet come to Urunia, though he v 
Alo ays au) tht lies wont co 6,2 ido Myvi ComMNasiOnh ie uke eeniplerGa I 
one member has, 1 hear, fallen ill.” 





{2830} No. 113, 
Conor to Sir Kilivard Grey. (Received January 2.) 


onstantinople, Junurry 25, 1908, 
ant 
nil by the Porte 1 isly Commander lias repliod to their 
jos admitting that he Tad sent a written summons to the Pringe Governor callings 
losist from punitive measures against Sonni Kurds, siell as burning thei 
as such action might arouse their aun) Teal to. untoward 
The ‘Turkish Commander has been eprimanded for doing. this, 
ud he Has aso Hea asker to furish his explanations as tothe dispatch of soldi¢ns 
iil xenidlarmes, reported in Mx, Mavling’s telegram No. 20/0 the Which, 
he is reminded! would! be contrary to the instractions ho has. recs sain fron 
xderossive 

Nbove sent to 


an and St. Petersburgh: 


(2771) No, Wt, 





Mr, Marling to Sir Edvard Grey.—(Received January 25.) 


‘Tehran, January 25, 1908. 
» se se iy telegram No, 29 of yesterday: 
informed by Minister fos Foreign Alaina ta. Moly 

nfs within 11 amills of Soujbowlak, and that Turkish Commissioner 

Heal authenticity of his letters (which were communicated to latter by Persian 

sioner), warhin inna agalust entering town, and later summoning, 


the 








(2683 


ward Grey to Sir B. Beitie, 

(No. Lh) ee 
(Welegraphic) P. Foreign Office, January 25, 195. 

INSTRUCTIONS to Financial Adviser in Persia, 

Peso eefer to gour telegram No. of rae 

No record ean he founil promise by the F ‘the text 
to the Russians and tous, and yon should hot refer to it M. de Nétidof has 
proof thut it was made. You should, hov join i asking for such 
‘communication. 





(2589) No, 116, 


Sir Edward Grey ta Sir_1, Nivalson, 
(No, 2% 
Foreign Office, January 25, 1908. 
RSIAN tolograph line exchange 
refer to your telegram No, 14 of the 28rd instant 
We have agreed to the cour Hy y Mr. Marlin; 
You should inform M, Isvolsh ngly, explaining at the same time that it 
would, in our , be advisable that the Convention should not be mentioned. 





(2589 No, 117, 
Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Marling. 
aphiie,) Foreign Office, January 25, 1908. 


PERSIAN telegraph line exchange, ‘ 
‘Dhe course you suggost in your telegean No, 26 of the 2rd instant is approved. 





{3005} No. 118, 


India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received January 27.) 
‘oulilontial.) 
Indiu Office, January 
(o your letter dated the 24th January, 1008, [a ted to 
y of State for Mordign 
t Teliran as to te 
ining the consent of the 
to the exchange asith Russia of the control of the ‘Tehran-Meshed aud Meshed-Se 
telegraph lines 
Lam, &e. 
(Signed) ‘A. GODLEY, 





(3027) No. 119, 


Sir F. Rertic to Sir Edward Grey—(Recetved January 27.) 
(No. 5.) 
(Pelegtaphic) 
BRENCHL Financial Adviser for Persia, 
Sir'\. Nivolson's telegram No. 15 of the 22nd instant anit your telegram No. 13 
of the 23rd instint 
M. Pichon prowiises (o communicate to the British and Russian Governments the 
ions to M. Biot. 


Paris, January 27, 1908, 
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(2940) No. 120, 


Sir N. O'Conor to Sir Edward Grey—(Received January 27.) 

(Xo. 21) 

(Welegraphie) P. 
TURCO-PERSIAN frontier. 
Following telegram, No. 8, dated the 25th instant, received from His Majesty 

Consil-General at Urmia 


Constantinople, January 27, 1908. 


“'The Governor-General of Azerbaijan, i telegram dated the 23rd instant and 
received here last night, sta that the Turkish neral hid come to Kusehkeriz, 
12 miles from Soujhoulak, with 1,500 Turkish troops, a large force of Kurds, and si 
guns, and had summoned the inhabitants to come over to the Tur ng 
to bombard them if they did not; that this threat had influenced two-thirds of the 
popilation; and that he could not hold out for more tian three days longer, ‘The 
‘Purkish General had, he added, just advanced as far as Agrikash, within 4 miles of 
Soujboulak.”” 





(3025) No, 121. 
Sir N. O'Conor to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 27.) 


elegraphic.) P. 
TURCO-PERSIAN frontier 
Following telegram, No. 9, dated yesterday, received from Urumia ; 


Constantinople, January 27, 1908, 


© A letter from Solduz, states that the Turks, having placed guns in position against 
Soujboulak, informed the Governor-General that he must either evacuate or fight. A 
telegram from Miandoab says that hic adopted the former course and arrived there 


Mere has been some talk of the Fron Commission going to investigate 


at Soujboulak, but it seems to be too late for that now. ‘Cabir Pasha professes 
to he absolutely ignorant of the proceodings of the ‘Turks to tho south of Urunia.” 





No, 122, 


) Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey,—(Received January 27.) 
ihc) St. Petersburgh, January 27, 1908, 
THOUGH Telegraphic Ageney liere has published announcement that the occupa: 
tion of Soujboulak by Turkish troops has taken place, no oflicial news of it has reached 
Minister for Foreign Affai 
‘Though his Excellency considers matter to be of gravest importance, constituting 
1 invasion and_ occupa ritory which ‘Turks themselves admit to be 
undoubtedly Persian, lie thinl t to wait till report be confirmed, He has, he 
tells me, telegraphed both to Count Benckendorff and M. Zinoview. All thoso Turkish 
movements, which, in M. Isyolsky's opinion, apparently have been deliberately planned, 
are a matter of anxiety to the Russian Government, 
(Repeated to Constantinople and Tehran.) 





No. 128, 


(os Me Mating to Sir card Grey.—(Recreed January 27.) 
(Velewraphic.) P. Tehran, January 27, 1905 
CHARBAR Customs have Yeon seized by Sardar Seyyid Khan of Gh, and British 
traders were compelled to pay all moneys due to Custos to him. His Majesty's ship 
Perseus” was immediately sent by Resident, but arrived too late to protect British 
ati 


chief is taking action at Gwettur of a similar nature, 





TA 


1 fear Persian Goverment are powerless, but I have impressed on Minister for 
Foreign Affairs, who had had no news, necessity of protecting our telegraph line 
punishing Chief, and told him that Chad suggested to Cox dispatch of “ Pei 
Gwottur for the protection, if necessary, of British subjects there. 





[3026] No. 124, 
Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 27.) 


(No Confidential,) 
(Velegraphie.) Tehran, January 27, 1908. 
PERSTAN Government are awaiting with the greatest impatience arrival of French 
Kinaucial Adviser in Tehran. Tam informed by French Minister that, according two 
his present armingements, this would not be until the middle of March. 
Could anything be done to accelerate it? 





13324] No. 125, 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson. 


Foreign Office, January 27, 1905. 
the information contained in fhe 
ecom 
the Mi 
To said that M. Tsvolsky was anxious so know what suggestions I could make, 
T told him it was difficult for us to make any suggestions. We had supported 
Y representation which Russia hid made, and were most willing to co-operate with 
could not ourselves propose coercive measures, his part of the 
it of our reach, and if we were to fako coercive measures against ‘Turkey 
ion_hiere would expect that we should expect some settlement of the 
Macedonian question as one of the results of them. 
Count Benckendori said he did not think M. Isvolsky contemplated coer 
measuures at the present time, But Count Benckendorff himselfsuggested that it mi 
he possible tomake a declaration to the Porte that we could not recownize the fronti 
having heen alfoeted hy these aets of aggression, He also suggested that tl 
and Russian Cons t help in getting the Commission to meet, hy taki 
it, and proposing a pla its meeting, 
1 said Twas quite willing to join in anything of this kind that was likel 
amy use, We might, no doubt, make a declaration to the Porte that we considered the 
frontier was still to be found some Tnid down years 
‘igo; anid that we could not recoxnize any frontier outside that zone, But anyth 
said would have to he couched in sch terms 
for us if the Phurk rejected what we put forward 
enforce it 
1 impressed yon Count Benekendorit that though I did not propose any coe 
ineastes, for the reasons | hiad given, I did not intend this to be construed as dep 
cating anything which Russia thought it necessary to do to restrain this Turkish 
aggression, At prosent this trouble affected Russia more than us, and our rdle was to 
Support Russia, LF the Turkish aggression extended south and approached the Gulf, 
we might have ty consider what steps we should take ourselves. 
Tam, & 
(Signed) E. GREY. 


Inclosure in No. 1: 


Memorandum respecting the Turco~Persian Frontier. 


DAPRE de M, Hartwig et du Consul de Russie & Tabr 
Vavance des Lures en territoire Persin continue, Les Kuries, probabloment sous 
instigation Turque, ont entouré Suj Bulak et ont adres r d’Azerhejan, 
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ex marche sur cette ville ave des troupés, un ultimatum, portant qu'il avait a se 
retirer de la place immédintement, sous menace sil s'y refusait que Bajasit-Aga, Chef 
ws Kurdes, aurait recours & Ia force, Sans moyen ultérieur de se. défendre, le 
Gouvernement Persan s'est adressé A nous pour que les empiétements ‘Turcs aur 
territoire Persan soient arrétés, 
M. Zinovieff a relevé i In Porte ln contradiction entre les assuranees du Gouverne- 
wnt Ottoman et état de choses sur ln frontidre, 
Le Ministre Ottoman des Affaires Iitrangéres a répondu gue le Gouvernement 
Ture west nullement responsable de l'état d’éhullition parmi les Kurdes do la fronti¢re, 
Ge par les mesures vexatoires du Gouverneur dAzerbejan, Firman Firma, qui a 
‘ensté Vincendic des villages Kurdes-Sunnites, mais que malgré cela le Gouvernement 
Ottoman fera ible dans le sens désiré par le Gouvernement Russe. 
~alité pour Ii réunion des Commissaires, 1 Grand Vizir et le 
Etrangeres ont bien déclaré ne pas avoir objection au choix 
i tout de méme, lour réponse i ce sujet indique quils préféreraient voir ee 
bli yar les Com mes, et qu’ils pensent que le bourg de 
it indiqué, 





(3046) No. 126. 


Sir F. Bertio ta Sin Kdward Grey —(Received January 28.) 
(No. 43.) 
Sir, Paris, January 27, 1908. 
WITH reference: to the telesgrann fron His Majesty's Ambusstdorat St, Potersburss 
No. 15 of the 22nd instant, and to your telegrams No. 13)of the 230d ani No. Hof the 
T have the honomt 16 inform you that 1 ascertained from the Russi 
Anbasalor that the promise referred to in Sir Arthur Nicolson's. toleyeram was 
toported to the Russian Govermnent in telegram of the 21st’ Novewber from the 
Russian Charge d'Atfaires, whieh stated: that— 


HI. Pichon a regu hier de M, le atin 
div contrat avee M. Bizot. 
“Les dex premiers points portent que M, Bizot sera 4 Poffor Massister le 
aiverneniont Pers pour Tinie des questions ob réfornies thumeleres pies 
pour Vétablissoment de ti Binigue 
ey nissions qui Iii seront contigs, 
sans retard, de concert avec Ministre des. 
nées aM. Bizot et dle nous les eonmmniquen”” 


1 dui Ministre de Perse le projet 


! arvuiged with M. Nelidow that hie should see M, Pichon first, anil that Uslionl 
speak to his Excell ais the Ambassador, viz, that asi liad been 
veel betwee , British, and French Goyermucnts that the recom 
tions which the Kinaucial Adviser should make to the Porsian Government we 
such as would he consistent with the interests of Russi aud England in Persia, tt 
desirable: nments should be inade acquainted with: 
the hat they might communicate then to 
vir ives at Tehran, so sure harmonious working hetween the 
British Legations wail the Adviser, 
M. Nelidow, having for the last few days been confined to tie house by illness, 
foul uot ask for an interview with the Minister for Foreign Maite before tig 


about undertaking to the Russian Ambassador, sui 
te to our respective Governments the instructions to he. 
Adviser, 
Lhiave, &e. 
(Signed) FRANCIS BERTIE, 











[3162] No. 127. 


Admiralty to Foreign Office —( Received January 28.) 
(Confidential.) 
Sir, Admiralty, January 27, 1908. 

1 AM commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to transmit, for 
the information of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, extracts from a letter, dated 
the 26th ultimo, which has been received, through Commander-in-chief, Bast Indies, from 
the Commanding Officer, His Majesty’s ship “ Sphinx,” respecting affairs in the Persian 
Gulf, 

‘A copy has also been sent to the India Office 

Lam, &. 
(Signed) ©, 1. THOMA 


Inclosure 1 in No. 127. 


Commander Litchfield to Commander-in-chief, East Indic 
(Confidential ) 
(Extract)  Sphing,” at Kurrachee, December 26, 1907. 

T HAVE the honour to report that I resumed duty as Senior Naval Officer on the 
19th December, on my return to Bushire from Mohammeral, where I received a 
telegram from Captain Hickley, of His Majesty's ship “Highflyer,” advising mo of his 
departure from Muscat to Bombay 

2, My proceedings at Koweit and Mohammerah have heen separately reported, 

8, Having landed the Resident, I left Bushire at noon on the 14th December for 
Muscat en route for Kurrachee, where £ had been ordered to arrive not later than the 
27th December... 1 arrived at Muscat 9 .st. on the 22nd December . . 
“Lapwing” arrived from the Mekran Const at 0°30 4,1. 

4, Redbreast " arrived from the Mekran Coast at 10s... on the 23rd December 
+. Redbreast™ and “Lapwing” had been directed to meet me at Muscat if 
possible, 

5. After discussing various matters with Lieutenant-Commanders Hose and 
Gouldsmith . ..., Ustiled for Kurrachee at 11 a.st. on the 23rd December. I gaye 
*Redbreast ” and wing” permission to remain over Christmas Day at Muscat, 
provided nothing cropped up to necessitate the presence of one or both elsewhere 

Recent movements of the “Redbreast” and “Lapwing” haye been as 
1—* Kedbreast” left Muscat for Galeg on the 4th December upon receipt of 

‘mation that a dhow was expected there with rifles, On arrival off Galeg next 
morning two dh iglited and searched, One was a trader and the other empty. 
Subsequent inquitic ‘ated that the latter was the vessel from which 186 rifles had 
been Innded the 1 re, Had the information reached “Redbreast” « little 
earlier the eapture might have been effected. \ Redbreast” then eruised off the coast 
until the 10th, visiting Chahbar, Bir, and dask, tro dhows being chased and searched 
off Galeg: on the Sth, bus without result. 

7, On the 11th “ Redbreast ” returned to Muscat to coal. On arrival the Pol 
Agent informed Lieutenant-Commander Hose that fifty-three Afghans, who had arrived 
by mail to buy arms, were in the quarantine station, and it was very desirable, with a 
view to checking the arms tratiic and to avoid disturbances on shore, for these men to 
de deported as soon as possible, ‘The Sultan had forbidden his subjects to sell arms to 
the Afghans, and feared disturbances if they were alloned to remain in Muscat. 
‘Dhe captain of the mail-steamer refused to embark them, on the ground that they were 
dangerous passengers. 

Neither the Sultan nor Major Grey considered that forcible detention in one of the 
forts was warranted in this'case, as a warning whieh has since been issued had not been 
reveived by these me 

Under the circumstances Major Groy requested that the Afghans might be 
embarked in * Redbreast ” for conveyance to Kurrachee, 

Lieutenant Hose tclezraphed to the Senior Officer (Captain Hickley) for permission 
to comply with this request. ‘This was granted, subject to the procedure bein 

idered absolutely necessary. ‘The fifty-three Afghans were embarked on the 18th, 
and “Redbreast” left for Kurrackee, arriving there without incident on the 16th, when 
the passengers were disembarked, The Afghans were accommodated on the forceastle, 
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the white crew being moved aft, and a Maxim-gun trained forward mounted on the poop 
as a precaution against any outbreak, 

Thave directed Lieutenant-Commander Hose to send in a special report of this 
service, but refer to it here, as no report of the circumstances can have reached Captain 
Hickley, who was Senior Officer at the time, 

S. “Redbrenst” left Kurrachee on the 18th December and arrived at Bir, on the 
Mekran Coast, on the 20th, where she was joined by “Lapwing.” Here Mr, New, of 
the Land Telegraphs, was fallen in with, Lieutenant Hose is preparing a special report 
with regard to the arrangements which can be made with him for communicating intelli- 
gence of arms ranners to His Majesty's ships on the Mekran Coast. Tam informed 
that eight telephone stations have already been established among the line between 
Jask and Chahbar, and ten camel sowars will patrol the line, gathering information and 
roporting it through the nearest telephone station to Jask and Chahbar, 

9, “ Redbreast” next visited Saidaich, boarding three dhows on the way, and after 
carrying out night practice with cannon tube, left for Muscat on the 22nd, 

10. As reported to you in Captain Hickley’s letter of the 10th December, 
“Lapwing” was ordered from Jask to Bunder Abbas on the 80th November, On 
arrival on the Ist December she anchored as close as possible to the town, and Lieutenant 

‘ouldsmith communicated with the Political Agent, he population were in a stale of 
panic, the people having shut themselves up in their houses; the British subjects had 
wiken refuge in the Consulate, but retuned to their quarter when the “Lapwing” 
appeared, ‘he presence ofa British ship appears also to have had a reassuring fleet 
on the native population, asthe next day the town assumed a more normal and lively 
aspect. Preparations were made to lind an armed party and a gun, for the protection 
of the Consulate and British subjects, should it become necessary. No disturbances, 
however, occurred in the town itself, but about twenty people appear to haye been killed 
in some fighting on the outskirts, 

Several villages to within 10 miles of Bunder Abbas are reported to have hen 
pillaged by the rebel force, estimated at 1,000 strong. ‘There was no damage to British 
subjects or property. ‘The Derya Begi, with about 100 soldiers and two guns, arrived 
from Bushire on the 18th, and His Majesty's Consul considered it unnecessary for the 
“Lapwing” to remain any longer, 

11. “Lapwing” returned to Muscat on the 15th, having called at Jask on the way, 
and left again for Tank on the 19th, having received news of the departure of a dhow 
with arms for that place, The only dhow seen was searched, but without success, on 
the 20th... .. “Lapwing” proceeded to join “Redbreast;” off Bir, afterwards 
proceeding to Muscat. 

12, Major Grey informed me that the steps that had been taken to exchide Afighan 
arms buyers from Muscat, with the co-operation of the Sultan, are likely to result in a 
material check to the arms traflie, foratime at least. ‘The Afghans having been warned, 
it is intended to detain any future gangs who land in Museat and deport them in small 
batelies by mail steamer, 

Talso understand that the French Consul has co-operated as regards prohibiting 
the sale of arms to Afghans by French merchants in Muscat, No serious importation of 
rms on the Mekran Coast appears to have taken place within the last fey months, 

3 : ° rn * * 


16, Tarrived at Kurrachee at daylight this morning, and will hand over the duties 
of Senior Officer of the Division to Commander Christian of His Majesty ship « Perseus,” 
in accordance with your telegram No, 58, 


_—————————— 


Inelosure 2 in No, 127, 


Commander Liteh mincchi i 
(Contant itehfield to Commander-in-chief, East Indies, 
ir, ‘ “ Sphina,” at Bushire, December 19, 1907. 

T HAVE the honour to submit the following Report as to the disposal of prisoners 
Aldulla and Lrahim-bin-Humaidi, who were transterred to my charge by Captain 
of His Majesty's ship “ Hightiyer,” for conveyance to Mohammerab, to be 
handed over to the Sheikh for punishment. 

._, >, Having embarked Major Cox, Political Resident, I left Bushire, in accordance 
with Captain Hickley’s sailing orders, at 5:15 raat of the 15th, and arrived at Koweit 
1150 As the 16th December, my orders being to call there first with @ view to 

confronting the prisoners with Sheikh Mubarek and his dependants, 
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3, I landed with Major Cox, taking with us the prisoners under escort. We 

ved Sheikh Mubarck, who expressed his great, gratification at the eapture of 

these pirates. Sheikh Mubarek and his son Sheikh Jabir at once identified the brothers 

Humaidi, who on their part made no attempt to deny previons acquaintance ; in fact, 

Abdulla took the opportinity to. plead for the Sheikh’s intercession on his behalf 
avveating that he would never offend again, 

Sheikh Mubarek stated he had no doubt whatever that these Humaidi brothers had 
been responsible for the piratieal attack on the Koweit dhow in Januaty 19073 and 
that, whereas it tias hitherto been understood that no one escaped from that outraze, he 
informed us he had lately reecived information that a young slave-girl named Wassifae 
had been spared by the pirates and sold by them into slavery inKata. He said that bad 
these men been his own subjects, whom we were handing over to him, he would 
shoot them offhand, adding that he hoped Sheikh Khazal, whose subjects they are, 
would do so, 

4. On our return from visiting Sheikh Mubarek, with whom we had spent about two 
Hours, we found thit the prisoners had been generally recognized by the Koweit public, 
and there appeared to he evident satistuction at their capture, It ts thought that the 
fact of the appearance of the pirates in Koweit in charge of British marines is likely to 
Have an excellent effect in helping to publish the nens of their capture hy His Majesty's 
abips throushout the Gulf, and drive liome the point that piracy in these waters will sot 
be tolerated, 

5, Maying returned to the ship with the prisoners, T sailed at 5 nan’ for 
Mohammeraly, arrived at the outer-bar buoy 880 4.01, the 17th Decomber, and anchored 
to wait for the tide, proceeding over the bar and up the river at 7 at, arriving. at 
Mohnmcrah at 3 vat, that afternoon. Sheikh Mubarck had taken the opportanity to 
fend a letter by the ship to his friend Shciklr Khazal of Mohanmerah, in which Ie ie 
unilerstood to have conveyed his congratulations at the eapture of the pirates, 
and oxpressed the hope that a swilt and fitting punishment would he meted out to them 
for their crimes, 

6. Major Cox and T proceeded to visit Sheikh Khiazal, taking with us the prisoners 
uuiler escort. ithe two brothers were well known to the Sheikh, being his subjects, ant 
the elder Abdulla had previously heen imprisoned by him for pitaey, and had only been 
released al the express request of Sheikh Jubir (brother of Sheikh Mubarek at Koweit) 
to whom some other membors of the Humaiti fauily had rendered some service, 

also transpired that a third brother, Mallulicbin-Mumaidi, was still in. prison at 
Mohanmerali, he having beon captured by the Sheikh's spies when the. British 
authorities were pressing “him in conection with piracies in the Shatt-al-Arab two or 
three years ago. his is the man who, according to some reports, has been. supposed 
to be dead 

7. Sheikh Khazal said that the career of erime of these Humaidi brothers was 
notorious, and he, personally, was positive of their blood-suiltiness 

‘After a short conversation Major Cox read to the Sheikh the Memorandum a copy 
of which is attached, and then asked the Sheikh what he was prepared to do, 

A lengthy discussion ensued. 

After the custom of the Hast, the Sheikh first proposed tlat he should eut off the 
hands of the prisoners, or put out tit eyes and imprison thom for life. He was ngain 
Fominided of tho express stipulation of the British Government that no such barbarity 
should be inflicted, 

Ho was told that, according to. the ilens of the British Government, the proper 
punishment was death, if he was satistied that the prisoners were guilly of murder, any 
as he admitted kuowledge of the guilt, he was urged to punish the prisoners by immediate 
and public execution as an example, 

8. Sheikh Khazal was, however, altogether opposed to this course, although he said 
personally hie would he very glad to see it done. 

Boing asked what were his objections, he stated various reasons in turn, 

At first he said he feared he would be taken to task fur his nection by the Persian 
Fevernment or Parliament and press, which latter had heen especially hostile to himn 
lately. 

‘Won asked if it would fattate tnatiers if we were to proceed to Fro and get 
in communication with Persian Government though the British Minister, the Shel 
sald tat, in the improbable event of the Persian Government instructing him. tw 
hut the prisoners to death, it would! bo exeecitingly dificult for him to. comp 
such a form of punishment was unheard of in Moliammerah, and would be re 
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Py bis people generally, and especially by the tribes to which the Humaidi family 
belong. 

‘This would create tribal difficulties for himself, 

Mr. MeDouall, His Majesty's Consul for many years at Mohammerahy considered 
that the Sheikh had grounds for the apprehension he expressed in this connection, 

9. The Sheikh showed no signs, after a long discussion, in which his two Ministers 
eined, of receding from his attitude with regard to the question of public exveulion, 
and it was considered useless to press the point further, 

+ 10. There as still one other question which appeared to exereise the Sheikh and 
his Ministers, and make them hesitate to give a reecipt and guarantee with regard to 
the prisoners in a form which. we could accept before delivering them over, 

This was the fenr that, the pirates being originally his subjects, claims might. be 
mnade against him as their Chicf for compensation in connection with pirncies comittca 
Uy them in the past, 

Upon Major Cox giving him a written assurance that no such elaims would be made 
by the British Government, the Sheikh readily furnished the wrilten receipt and. unless 
taking, of which a iranslation is attached. 

12. Upon obtaining this guarantee the prisoners were deliyared to the Sheikh’s euind, 
and we returned to the ship, 

12, After the business was. concluded, the Shickh apologized for his official hesitas 
ton, and expressed his great private obligation and gratifieation for the netion taken by 
the British Government in the capture of th pirates, He added that. were oe 
auch a stron position ns Sheikh Mubarck, wlio enjoys the effective support of the Bis 
Government, the apprehensions which lad now influenced him in discussing: the pr 
matter would not have existed. 

TAT bis pu fliere is every reason tobelieve that Sheikh Khazal may be reli upon 
to fulfil his bond, and thus in immunity of the seagoing public of the Gulf 
from any furth y ily, of whom three out of four are now disposed 

Major C in this opinior 

AAs» public example, perhaps life imprisonment may not be considered so 
Seetive a retribution as a publie execution would have ‘been, bub ever had the 
Persian Goy nt heen ready to consent to. such n course, Major Cox. was convinced 
that the delivery of the prisoners {0 the Derya Bogi at Bushire, and the protracted 
Ped tage Mute would have undonbtedly: followed, in which Dribory. and corruption 
ould have played their usual past, if they had had any’ finally ata womtd pe 
have resulted in the defeat of justice or sueh tardy execution of it as would Nave largely 
nllifled the effect of the British action as an example and deterrent mv the Gai 

"trust therefore that out proceeding, as above reported, will moet with approval, 

14, Uptoccoded down river at. 0:30 na. the 17th Deconber, and. anehicted a. Pao 
2:30 next morning to wait fur the tide over Ba 

Having reported resull of isit to Mohammerah by telogeal to you, Admiral iy, anid 
Scerctary to Government of India, Calcutta, 1 left at 9 ace, for Bushire, arriving hiere 
at 6°30 this morning, and Janded Major Cox, 

T have, &e, 
Gigned) —— SHTREEY LUTCHTIETD, Commander and 
Senior Naval Officer, Persian Gulf Division, 


————— 


Tnclosure 3 in No, 127, 


Memorandum communicated to the Sheikh of Mohanmerah in connection with the Delivery to 
Min of to of the Humoidi Pisate Family, Deceniber V7, 1501, 


THE British Government, in the interests of the maritime peace which th 


Homeine ni teeently gave orders to their men-ot-war to enplare, yor, subj 
Humaidi pirates, 


ao, Tliank God, after much troubl 

Azibi (or Tbrahim, as he is known o 
under Bunder Itig, 

Hhulur Teza, who was also there, mamiged to eseape inland, 


The: fourth brotier, Malluh, you hive already. had. fer. gome: time: jn prison at 
Mohammerah, in connection with similar misdeuds 


Abdulla lias also boon. imprisoned by you iu tho past‘Tor pirney snily an 
their history are yell Lnogn te rage bY 30 It the past Tor piracy, an the daily and 


e, two of the brotliers, Abdalla, the ringleader, and 
on the Persian Coast) have been captured at Ganana, 
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As they are your subjects, we have been directed (with the concurrence of the 
Persian Government) to hand them over to you to deal with on receiving adequate 
assurances from you that they will be dealt with in a way which will render the sea-going 
public immune from their depredations in futur A A 

‘Mie British Government particularly desire it to be stipulated that the pirates 
shall not be subjected to any torture or barbarity, for it is not hidden from you that 
such methods are contrary to the idens of Western Governments, On the other hand, 
they consider that, if guilty of piracy and the taking of lives, the pirates should be 
executed, * 

(The above was communicated verbally.) 


Tnclosure 4 in No. 127, 


Acknowlecdyment. and Undertaking received from Sheikh Khazal, Sheikh of Mokanmerah, 
on the Delivery to him of two of the Humaidi Pirates, his Subjects, December V7, 


fi remain hidden; with reference to Abdulla and Adhibi, the sons of 
Huinaidi, who are well known and famous among all men as pirates, and who on this 
accowit absconded a few years ayo from this neighbourhood and went tothe vicinity 
of Dayyir and Ganawa, the ships of the areat English Government have captured them 
and brought them here this day, the 12th Zilkaadah, 1925 A.H,, and they have reached 
me throuzh the medium of the British Consul-General in the Persian Gulf and the 
Captain of the Government ship “Sphin 

ond {0 keep them fettered and imprisoned for life. 

will not release them. Should ever let them go shall be liable for so doing to 
the Ministers of the hig Government, 

Should rise against them for years past, or should any one formulate 
claims (iow), tio liability shull attach to me in. respoct thereof, seeing that they have 
arisen in that neighbourhood and jurisdiction (te., Dayyir, &e,). 

Datod, 12th Zilkandeh, 1825 AH, 

(Seal of Sheikh Khazal,) 

‘Pouw translation, 

(Signed) P. Z, Cox. 





[3171 No. 128. 
Sir N, O'Conor to Sir Edward Grey,—(Received January 28,) 
Constantinople, January 28, 1908, 
FRCO-PRRSIAN fh h : 
ived the following telegram No, 10 from His Majesty's Consul-General 
at Urumia dated the 27th instant ;— 


“Tahir Pasha, who with rest of ‘Turkish Comn 
1 dle mnterfered bees 
to Turkish sensibilitie 


[8172] No. 129, 


N. O'Conor to Sir Edward Grey—(Received January 28.) 





(No. 31) 
(Velogeaphite,) Constantinople, January 28, 1908. 
TURCO-PERSIAN frontier, Your telegram No. 16 of to-d 
Jun informed at the Porte i 
Commandaat to the inguir 
ogeapition of Soujbutihy but 1 was ‘ Ministor for Foreign Affuirs 
yestorsliyy that amoed they would be 
Withhaavie 
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After seeing the Sultan the Grand Vizier to-day sent fresh and categori 
tions in this sense. I think itis probable that Fazil Pasha advanced, as is stated by 
Tahir Pasha, to protect the Sunni tribes, and that if this is 80 his action will bo 
disavowed. 

he Russian Ambassador, with whom I am in close touch, informed the Minister 
for Foreign Affairs yesterday that it was possible that Persin would appeal to the 
Rus n Government for military intervention. 

I have accentuated this note of warning, which seems to have made a great 
impression on Tewik Pasha, by pointing out the serious complications which might 

and his Excellency has no doubt reported M. Zinoview’s language to the 





(3136) No. 180, 


aay, MT MaiTing tain Baler Grey =U Recitd venees 2) 
0, 33. 
clegraphic.)P Tehran, January 28, 1908, 

‘TABRERZ situation, 

For the last ten days intermittent fighting, which has now become serious, has 
beon going on in Tabreez, Tt is feared that bazaars will be pillaged, and much 
anxiety prevails. 
row Russians are introducing more Cossacks, 





[3187] No. 181, 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 28.) 
(Nek oy Son 
‘elegraphic.) P. 
1003-1904 Lan, 
___ Thave received a message from the Minister for Foreign Affairs to tho effect that 
interest on loan (which amounts, I presume, to 13,6010. Os, 9d.) will shortly bo paid, 
As regards the conditions we attach to suspension of sinking fund he also 
promises, but vaguely, to send a reply. As, however, he has frequently. dono 80 
before, I venture to suggest that, in order to bring his Bxcellency to the point 
authorization may be given me to inform him in a written communication that Hi, 
Majesty's Government consider their conditions as tacitly accepted by Persian Governs 
ment in view of time that has elapsed. 


Tehran, January 28, 1908, 





(3026) No. 182, 


; Sir Edward Grey to Sir F. Bertie, 
(No. 17.) 
(elegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, January 28, 1908, 
APPOINTMENT of M. Bizot as Financial Adviser to Persian Government, 
Please refer to telegram No. 32 from Tehran, and, acting in concert with M, Nélidow, 
do what is possible to hasten M. Bizot's departure for Tehran. 





[2940] No. 183. 


16) Sir Edward Grey to Sir N, O'Conor, 

(Welegraphic.) PB. 

‘TURCO-PERSIAN frontier dispute. 

_ Ibis evident, from Mr. Wratislaw's telegram No. 8, that either the Ottoman 

Government is intentionally misleading us by its assurances, or else their instructions 
are being ignored by their General, 


Foreign Office, January 28, 1908. 


Some reply would therefore seem necessary to previous communication from the 
Porte, and you should consult with M, Zinoview accordingly. 





[sus] Y 
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3026) No, 134. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson. 

No, 35.) 
eicerptie) Te 

PINANCTAL Adviser for Persia. 

Please refer to my telegram No. 17 of to-day’s date to Paris. 

Th is desirable that the Russian Ambassador at Paris should be instructed i 
sense as Sir F. Bertie, with a view to expediting M. Bizot’s departure, 

Suggest this to Russian Government. 


Foreign Office, January 28, 1908. 





[3167] No. 135. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson. 

(No, 36.) 

(Pelowraphic,) P. 
PURCO-PERSIAN frontior. 
Team from Count Beckendosit that some suggestion for solution of difficulty 

would be welcomed by Russian Minister for Foreign Al 
Count Benekoudorft himself suggested that Sir N. O'Conor and M, Zinoviow 

shonld make a joint declan eto the offect that their Gove § could 
ch they delimited origi 
rkishi aggression. 


Foreign Office, Januar 


propose 
here of reform in alaeleni 

likely to got still worse. In 

f embarking on such a cowse 

precate any action which might be 

Government in order to check the aggressions of 


to propose coercive action myself 





No, 186, 


Sir F, Bertic to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 29.) 


Paris, January 28, 1908, 
1 Advisor, 


32 of the 27th instant and your telegram No. 17 of 


Piclon to-day in regard to the instructions given to M. Bizot I 
icy to Inston his departure for ‘Tehran, and T suggested that the 
Of the journey: at this season of the year, which Eunderstood were 
given as reasons for delay, could he got over. 





(8260) No. 137. 


Sir N. O'Conor to Sir Edward Grey.— (Received January 29.) 
(No. 25.) 
(Holeraphic) DP. Constantinople, January 29, 1908, 
TURCO-PRRSEAN fronton 
Vieo-Consul nt Tabrecs, forwards the following from his agent at Soujboulak :— 
“The town has boon attucked by Kurds, but the Persians repulsed tl Peri 
Pashia subsequently arrived froin Passos accompanied rge number of Kurds 
i willl, S00 ‘Burkish troops anil six guns, and, after oceupying tho surrounding 
villages, pitched bis camp within two miles of town, He then informed the inhabitan 
$ inman Pirnua withdre ately he would bombard the ci 
nd by this threat, entreated the Prineo to'comply. ‘The latter is now 
reported t6 have withdrayn to Miaudoab.”” 
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(3261) No. 188. 
Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 29.) 


St. Petersburgh, January 29, 1908, 

PINANCIAL Advisor in Persia. 

Refers to Foreign Office telegram No. 85 of the 28th instant, 

M, de Nelidoff will he instructed to concert with British Ambassador in Paris in 
requesting the French Government to accelerate Financial Adviser's departure to 
Tehran. 

(Repeated to Tehran.) 





[3259] No. 189, 


Mr, Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 20.) 
(No. 35.) 
(Pelegraphie.) DP. Tehran, January 29, 1908, 
FRONTIER. Acting Consul-Ceneral at Tabreez telegraphs to-day as follows 
“ Following from our Agent at Soujboulak :— 


“* Persian troops repulsed Kurds who attacked town, Subsequently Mohammed 
Fal Pasha Forik arrived from Passva, and encamped within 2 miles of Soujboulak, 
bringing six guns, 800 Ottoman troops, aud a large numbor of Kurds, with 
ont he occupied the villages all round the city. ‘The Forik then. informed tho 
Firma withdrow at once he would bombard. tho city. 

Prince was accordingly requested to leave by inhabitants, who feared ‘Turkish threat? 


firmin F retirement to Miandoab is now aflirmed here.” 


ae confirmation is to hand that Turks have as yet actually occupied Soujboulak 
itself. 





(3312) No. 140, 
India Office to Foreign Office — (Received January 30.) 


India Office, January 29, 1908, 
TAM directed to acknowledge the re Totter of the 22hd instant as 
{6 the instructions to be sent to His Majesty's Chargé d’Affaires at ‘Tehran regarding 
the demolition of the forts of the Dashti Chief as pnnishnent for his protection of tite 
Dayir pirates. 

‘The pr ty has, it seems to Mr. Morley, to be considered of the Persian 
Government indefinitely postponing the fulliient of their promiso to destroy the forts 
themselves without our assistance, In that caso, under the instructions proposed, attor 
a certain time, unless indeed the matter is allowed to drop, we may find ourselves 
obliged to do ‘the work without Persian co-operation or approval, 

Such action appears to Mr. Morley open to serious objection in the presont stato of 

ng at Tehran. Tt will certainly be resented, and it may easily be mise 
uderstood, or perhaps deliberately misrepresented as indicating aggressive jutentions 
® part in the Gulf and an abandonment of the principle of maintaining the 

0 of Persia, with results embarrassing to our whole poliey in the country. 

imilar objections apply to the proposal to levy a fine. Paymont hy the, Olver 
conhT hardly: be: eniforeed without na ay while, in the prosont, state of Porsiiun 
finatice, it would be impolitie unnec to Todge a claim against the eliran 

oschequer, : 

Tn these circum: and in view of the success of the measures to secure the 
sirrender of the pi hc cely fail to produce a satisfactory: impression of 
gur power and moderation, Mr, ‘y Would suggest, for the consideration of the 
Sceretary of State for Foreign Aff irs, that it would be well not to carry the matter: 


further, 
Lam, &e, 
(Signed) A, GODLBY. 
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[3296] No. 141. 
Sir F, Bertie to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 30.) 


0. 1) 
Melegraphic.) P. 
FRENCH Financial Adviser for Persian Government. 
My immediately preceding telegram of yesterday's date, 
T Saw the Minister for Foreign Affairs to-day, and told him that, when T spoke to 
him on the 27th instant of the desirability that M. Bizot should start for Tehran with- 
out delay, I did so knowing the importance of his presence there, but without having 
received specific instructions on the subject. You had since then directed me to urge 
that, as the Persian Government were awaiting M. Bizot’s arrival with impatience, he 
should be instructed to hasten his departure, 
‘The Ri ;ussador made a representation to M, Pichon to the same effect, 
altiongh he had not instructions t¢ Government, 

; Pichon promised to speak to the Minister of Finance on the subject, and he 
told me that ho had instructed the Politieal Director yesterday to draft at once the 
instructions to be given to M, Bizot, in order that they might be communicated to the 
Gove sof Great Britain and of Russia. 


Paris, January 29, 1908. 





[1990] No. 142. 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Marling. 
(No. 10.) 
Sin, Foreign Office, January 30, 1908. 

1 HAVE, received your despatch No. 277 of the 30th ultimo, in which you report 
tho activity displayed by the German Chargé d’Adaires during the recent crisis at 
‘oluvan, and his attempts to counteract the joint efforts of yourself and M, de Hartwig 
to promote the restoration of ord 

Your proceedings and attitude inthe very difficult circumstances in which you 
wore placed are entire siy’s Government. 

Tam, &e. 
(Signed) B, GREY. 





(3462) No. 143. 
Mr, Preece to Foreign Office. (Received January 31.) 


Sir, 1, St. James’ Place, London, January 30, 1908. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch of the 27th 

stant, inelo i ‘ telogram from Mx. Marling. 

‘The observation made by Captain Lorimer, that the Syndicate do not seem to be 
ayvaro of tho fact that the instalment has beon Kept back” is quite true Had they but 
Known that the Legation had ordered this to be done, their telegram of the 3rd December 
to.Mr, Roynolils would noverhave been sent, Happily Mr. Reynolds used his discretion, 
and ignored their suggestions, He must of course follow the Legation's instruction: 
from hora, so far ayvayy as wo are, we ean but offer suggestions, The Syndicate have 
no intention of being blackmailed, nor do they wish 10 he pushed by the Bakhtiaris, 

the same time they are quite willing to adhere to their agreement, and pay the 
500k per annum as soon as Captain Lorimer is satistied that the guards supplied 

It is of the vory utmost importance that Mr. Reynolds and his men should be 
allowed to work quietly and in safety during these next few months. 

As is suggested, have lately received a letter direct from the Khans, but it was 
after tho wiro was sont, the date of despatch from Ispahan being the 20th December [2] 
and receipt here the Uh T have replied in friendly terms, but telling the 
‘Khans vory clearly that T h the action of the Legation, and that 
thoy must settle matters with Mr. Marling, 

Thave, &. 

(Signed) J. R. PREECE, 
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13452] No. 144. 


Sir N. O'Conor to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 31.) 

0. 26.) 
(Telegraphic.) BP. Constantinople, January 31, 1908. 

A FRESH Iradé has been communicated to the Turkish Commanders on the 
i frontier instructing them to prevent the tribes from crossing from one side to 
the other and thus risk the creation of incidents between the two Governments, and 
jrolibiting them from making the least adyauce. ‘The Porte persistently denies the 
Mleged occupation of Soujboulak, and has sent telegraphic instructions to the Turkish 
‘Ainbassador at Tehran to make representations to the Persian Government deprecating, 
jevonrse to punitive expeditions av the present time as they might lead to complications 

kind caleulated to endanger the success of the negotiations on the frontier. 





(3451) No. 145. 


Mr, Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received Januiry 31.) 


(No. 36.) 
wraphic.) P. Tehran, January 31, 1905, 
TURCO-PERSIAN frontier. 
graphing from Kasr-i-Shirin, His Majesty’s Consul at Kermanshah states ther 
ip nothing to report. 
Reference is to your telegram No. 19 of the 11th instant. 





No, 146, 
Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Marling. 


(lelegraphic.) P. 
DAYIR pirates. 
Please refer to your telegram No, 23 of the 17th instant. 

We do not think it would be politic to proceed to further measures by threatening 
to mdertake demolition of strongholds ourselves or to. insist on a fine being paid, 
given the existing Persian political situation and the satisfactory results of measures 
adopted for obtaining pirates’ surrender. 

It is, however, desirable that the Porsian Government should undertake these 
further measures, and you should foso no opportunity of impressing this on them, 


Foreign Office, January 31, 1908, 


(3587) No, 147. 


Sir N, O'Conor to Sir Bdieard Grey. —(Received Kebruary 1.) 

(No. 27.) 

(elegraphic.) P. Constantinople, Webruary 1, 1908. 
FOLLOWING from Mr. Wratislaw, Urumia, No, 11, dated the 30th ultimo 


“The Persian Commissioner has sent a writ est to ‘Tahir Pasha on the 
subject of the action of the Turkish General at Soujboulak ; he replied that the General 
had only rendered the Gov ‘eneral benevolent assistance in order to extricate hin 
‘nd calin the Kurds, and there was, therefore, no ground for protest. He referred also 
to an appeal made to the Caliph for help by the Moslem inhabitants, who had been 
driven to desperation by the conduct of their late Governor, ‘Tahir Pasha added that 
ashen the question of Sonjhoulak came up for cousideration, this matter would also be 
looked into, 

“Tahir Pasha’s attention was called yesterday by the Persian Commissioner to the 
teports that are rife that the ‘Turks intend to advance to the east of Baradost, aud hie 
replied that something of the kind had een proposed, ut had said there was 
no hurry. 

_ “Since the arrival of the twwo senior military members of this Commission, Tahi 
attitude seems to be generally more uncompromising, and the Persian Commissioner is 
more than ever convinced that these negotiations are futile.” 





[1563} 





13462) No. 148. 


Nir Bdward Grey to Mr, Marling. 

(No. 30.) 

(Welegraphie.) P. Foreign Office, February 1, 1908. 
PLBASE refer to your telegram No. 19, dated 16th January [Oil Syndicate]. 
Torimer's surmise that the Syndicate were not aware of the instalment having 

been retained is correct, 

‘The Khans have communicated with the Syndicate direct. ‘The latter have 
answered (since 3rd De when the instructions detailed in your telegram under 
referonee were sent) that the whole matter must be settled by the Khans with you, 

1 that the Syndicate have no intention of interfering with your action. 


(8618) No, 149, 


Sir ck. Nicolson to Sir Edwaril Grey—(Received February 3.) 
D. 32, 
on St. Petersburgh, January 18, 190s 
[HAVE tnd the honour to 44 1 despatch No. 7 of the 11th in 

ransmitting, copy of Mi Marling’s a <o, 259 of the 2nd December, 1907, 

jutive tu the munber of Russian employes on th raph line, 1 
would hog leave to remark that Talo not think that there on on the part 
of the Russian Government to give a misleading account of the details which this 
Himbasay had requested, and, indeed, it would be difficult to see what object would be 
gained hy their wishing to do so, 

It is probable that when M, Goubastolf wrote to me on the 17th September it had 
boon decided to reduce the establishment from six to three employés, and lie tlierefor 
gave me the latter figmres, ‘The reduction had heen effected on or before the 
Tilt November, aveording: to & report from Major Syke 

1 nay tke this opportunity of mentioning that I believe no difficulty would be 
raised hy the Russian Governnient to the Persian Government being approached on 
the subject of the exchange of the “control” over the two telegraph lines if the 
British and Russian Representatives consider that this step may now be tal 
should add that Tan sure that the Russian Goverment will not desire, once t 
transfer has heen , to, make any comments on the number of employ 
British Vicloxraphy Nuh ‘ition muy: consider itadvisuble to maintain on the li 
the matter Will he no longer of any interest to them, 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) A. NICOLSON. 





(3620) No. 150, 


Sir A, Nivolson to Sir Edward Grey—(Received February 3.) 
(NG. BAL), 
Petersburgly Janu 
conformity with the instructions whieh 1 tad the honowr to x i 
egram No. 1S ai the Tsth instant, Fasked M, Isvolsky what steps he proposed to 
take at Paris in regavl to the lett ‘rench Gi 
isstie to M. Bizot, His Excelleney said that he 
serviee,” and did not quite auerstand my inguin, 
T replied that the question had arisen during. Ii 
the Russian Minister at Tehran hit proposed certain condit 
should be inserted in M, Bizot’s contract, and £ related to his 
memory: served me, what these conditions were, ‘The two Gove 
fo accept the proposal, but later, in accordance with a sus: 
from Hb Paseh, Minister in aes lered_ preferable that the condition: 
should he stated in the * lettre de serviee,” or genegal instruction I the French 
Goverment would issue to M, Bizot, and that they should not 
contract itself. At the time M. Goubastoff was desirous to see these instructions, 
uit so fav as TL was aware they had not yet been drain up, 
M. Isvolsky asked what 1 thought should he done at Paris, and 1 
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I presumed that if the instructions were communicated to the two Governments, so 
that they might have cognizance of their tenor and see if they met the circum- 
stances of the case, nothing more would be needed. M. Isvolsky observed that the 
question was a new one to him, but he would examine it and let me have his views as 
son as possible. 
Lhaye, &e. 
(Signed) A, NICOLSON, 


. January 22. -I have to-day received a note from M. Isvolsky, of which I bes 
leave to transmit a copy, stating that he has instructed the Russian’ Ambassador at 
to concert with Sir F, Bertie in approaching the French Government on the 


A, N. 


Inelosure in No, 150, 


M, Iscolsky to Sir A. Nicolson, 
Mon cher Ambassadeur, [Non daiée, | 
de yous faire savoir que le contrat entre le Gouvemement Persian 
t, Conseiller Financier 4 Téhéran, étant déjiv conclu et son aGpart pour In 
écidé, je viens de télégraphier X notre Ambassadeur X Paris, en inyitant, 
idoft de se mettre, de concert ayee son colldgue d'Angleterre, en rapports yee 
istre des Affaires Etrangives de la République et d’exprimer AM, Pichon 
Vespoir qu'il youdra bien nous communiquer, ainsi qu'il Pavait promis, dans un bef 
délai, le texte des instructions dont sera muni M, Bizot par 
bien entendu que les instructions dont il s'agit do 5 y ion 
Bizot de conformer son activité financiére aux indications des Représentanty 
do la Grande-Brotagne et de Russie i Néhéran, 
Votre sincdroment dévoud, 
(Signé) ISVOLSKY. 





No, 151. 
Sir A. Nicolson to Sin Kdward Grey.—(Received Frbruiry 3.) 


St. Petersburgh, January 22, 1908, 
s the weekly reception of M. Isvolsky, and 1 fold 
I had received a telegram reporting that the ‘Varkish Commander had apparently 
summarily ed the Persian Governor-General to remove himself from Soujboulak, 
and L should be lil to know what his views were on the subj 
M. Isvolsky said that similar uows had reached him, and he had telegraphed to 
. Zinoview tc what steps, in his opinion, might be taken with the view of 
the matter to the Porte. His telegram had crossed one from M: Zinaview, 
Vthat, immediately on heating from M. de Hartwig of the action of the 
Commander, he had addr 


ible to avoid any 

authorities: shoulil 

: lded that the Ottoman Government wery 

« responsible for the effervescence among the Kurdish tribes, which hat 

thorn provoked by the action of the Persian Governor-General in burning some Kurdish 
villayes. 

M. Involsky asked whether His Majesty's Government had any suggestions to 


iwake, aud T said that you wore chiefly desirous of his views, but perhaps 
he might \ » O'Conor to support his Russian colleague in the represent 
the latter had made, His Exeelleney said that he would indeed very much 
N. O'Conor should do so, but he thought it probable that M. Zinoview 
Ml have already solicited the co-operation of his British colleague, 
Thave, &e. 
(Signed) A. NICOLSON, 








ss 


(3632) Noe 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Kairard Grey.—(Received February 3.) 


(No. 46.) 


St, Petersburgh, January 27, 1908. 
| ASKED M. Isvolsky to-day whether he had received any news as to the reported 
Secupation of Soujboulak by the Ottoman troops, Excellency said that he had 
no official confirmation of the report which had been published by the telegraphic 
here to the effect that Turkish troops had actually taken possession of that 
Ho hud telegraphed both to Count Benckendorff and to M. Zinoview, to 
n what information might have reached them, aud he inquired whether T had 
any intelligence to give him. [read to hin: the substance of the two last telegrams 
whieh Mr, Wratistav liad repeated to me, and which showed that the Ottoman troops 
were in the close neighbourhood of Soujboulak, apparently with the object of taking 
possession, 

M. fsvolsky said tat all this was a very sexi fas it was evident that the 
‘Nurks wore advancing into and occupying localities which they themselves a 
wore in Persian territory. Tt would he well to await further detail 
ol the reports, so that the two Governments should be p 
facts. It would then he necessary. for the two Govern what steps th 
should take, ‘The representations which the two Ambassadors had from time to time 

eat Constantinople, in taard to ‘Turkish encroachnients, might now have to take 

forty of wiioro formal and official character, ‘Uh jon Was a tnost_ important 
one to Russia, for reasons whieh he had already es and the last acts of 
the Ottoman authorities showed that they were taking alvantige of the disturbed 
condition of Persia to carry out a carefully prepa Moreover, military 
tions wore heing made at Van and other places, which were disquieting, anil 

psions to obtain filler particulars thaw those already’ in his possess 

Thave, &e. 
(Signed) A, NICOLSON. 





No. 153 
Sir A. Nicalsn lo Sir Edward Grey—(Received February 8.) 


. . Petersburgh, January 27, 1908. 
1 SPOKE to M, Isvolsky to-day as to effecting the exchinge of the “control ” 
respectively exercised by: the Rut ish telegraph administration over the 
(olograph lines Khaf-Seistan and ‘Tohran-Meshed, and I laid before him the mode of 
procedure as suggested by Mr. Marling in his telegram No. 26 of the 23rd instant, and 
Which had met with your approval, [explained to his Bxeollenoy the rea 
counselled the course whieh it was proposed to follow, and at T belie 
M, do Tariwig was in accord with his British colleague that the Persian Government 
could best he approached in the manner sugeested. 

M, Isvoleky said that he liad nothing trom M. de Hartwig on the subject, but that 
he would give mea reply aftor he had thought over the mutter. T-do not anticipate 
that his Uxcelleney will make any difficulty in agreeing to the proposed proced 

Thave, &e. 
(Signed) A. NICOLSON. 





(3634 No. 154. 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February $. 
(No. 18,) teat oe: 
Sin, St, Petersburgh, January 28, 1908, 
1 TIAD the houour to receive your despatch No. 10 of the Lath instant, drawing 
thy attontion to a statement of M. Isvolsky, which E reported in my despateh No, 
Of the 23rd ultimo, that the choice of the Legation at Tehran for an asylum to the 
Shah should be left to the Diplomatic Body. i 
J mentioned the matter to. M, Isvulsky this after idl that it was a point 


Which it would he well to clear up, as my Government would be unvillings that. the 
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Diplomatic Body should be invited to decide as to the asylum which it might be 
necessary to accord to the Shah, as this procedure would internationalize the qué 

and they presumed that this result would be as unacceptable to the Russian Govern- 
rent as it was to them, 

M, Isvolsky remarked that there must be some misunderstanding, as, so far as he 
could remember, he had never desired that the Diplomatic Body should select the 
locality wheroin the Shalt might take refuge, and he qnite agreed with His Majesty's 
Government that, if this were to be admitted, it would amount to internationalizing the 

n question. He had, he believed, had in view the possibility of the Shah seeking 
na Legation othe ny and in that ease he thonght 
Majesty should be protected by combined British and Russian guards, as no 

epi the above two possessed guards of its own nationality. ‘This was i 
question which perhaps might be taken into consideration, 

Told his Excellency that the misunderstanding must be laid entirely to my door, 
and Ti iy from the interview which we had Inst month on the 
subject an incorrect impression. would, however, lose no time in rectifying it, As 
tothe protection of the Shah hy combined guards placed at a foreign Legation, 1 
would communicate with you on the subject. 

Teonfess Tam puzzled as to how I could have misinterpreted M. Isvolsky’s former 

ns, but T did not think that it was sary t0 discuss the point, as his 

fll in with the views of His Majesty's Government 

uggestion that the Shalt should he protected by British and Russian guards 
(uring his asylum ina foreign Legation might, I should think, give rise to some 
difficulties, and an Anglo-Russian guard might be declined by a third Legation ; but 1 
‘lid not pursne the matter, as [trust that you will kindly give me your views on the 
wiestion. 

T hav 
(Signed) . NICOLSON. 





(3861| NG: 155, 


N. O' Conor to Sir Edward Grey.—(Recemed February 3.) 
(No. 28,) 
(elegrap Constantinople, February 8, 1908. 
it, 
from His Majesty’ 


ne yesterday the ‘Turkish Con ner miaintainedd 

stating that all Kurdistan, including, he said (iu 

wply to a question from me), the inhabitants of the Kurd villages scattered about the 

Uru ‘Turkey, although as to Soujboulak he had some doubts, On 

i the gravest complications might result from this frontior question 

ly, le replied, ‘please God nothing will happen.’ He 

afected to Helieve the Persian Government was making ready to attack the Tiurks, but 

him that nothing of the kind was in contemplation, so fur as 1 knov, 

The Russian Vice-Consul holds himself entirely aloof, but 1 do niy best to soothe 

the Commis of the tio parties, whose relations, judjing by the way they abuse 
one another to me, seem to be becoming rather strained” 


“Tn a long conversati 





(3900) No, 146: 
The Persian Charge d'Affaires to Sir Bdward Grey—(Received February 4.) 

‘TILE Persian Chargé d’Affaires presents his compliments to the Seoretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs, and has the honour to transmit herewith translation of a 
Circular telegram whieh he has received from his lixcellency the Mushir-ed-Dowleh 
on the subject of the Turkish excesses in Persia, 

Persian Legation, February 8, 1908, 


[1568] 
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Inclosure in 


Mushir-ed-Dowleh to the Persian Chargé d’ Affaires. 
(‘Translation.) 
(Circular, 
(Teleraphic.) [Received January 31, 1908] 

YOU are of course aware that, owing to frontier differences, Moliammad Fazel 
Pasha, with a number of Turkish troops, has been for some time past remaining at 
Passovah and Lahidjan, which districts ‘are clearly Persian territory. ‘The Perso- 
Turkish Commission which had been formed in the vicinity of the boundaries of 
Averbaidjan for the purpose of removing this difference ins borne no fruit owing to 
th evasion and want of co-operation of the Turkish offic year, when there 
was internal commotion led themselves of the oppor- 
tunity to renew th id Sauj Bulagh districts. 
other things Mohan el Pasha instixated the Persian tribes to attack the villages 
sittrounding Miandoab and Sauj Bulagh; they plundered more than 1 kroor (500,000) 
tomans worth of property belonging to the inhabitants of these villages, and have 
faused! cviormou toasts to the revenue, the Customs, and to the aubjeets of the 
Imperial Persian Government, 

Farman Parma, Governor-General of Azerbaidjan, set out for Sauj Bulagli, with 
the purpose of restraining the unruly Persian tribes from murder and plunder, 
Mohammad Kozel Pasha, seeing in the departure of Farman Karma an obstacle to his 
‘tims and aggressions, incited 20,000 tribesmen (among whom were a number of 
‘Markish regulne t 1 tribesmen) to besioge Sauj Bulagh. ‘They eut the 
incans of communication, and of sending supplies to Farman Farma and to the 
Inhabitants of Sauj Bulagh. 

Mohammad Mazel Pasha himself, with this force and a supply of arms and 
Ammunition and six guns, procceded from Passovah to Kussehkalriza and Agrighash, 
and finally went to Kahriza, which is at x distance of a quarter of aemile trom Sau 
Bulagh, and... 

Farman Karma tht no order to make detence, or to oppose, he left Sauj 
iano 
ng that this detion of Mohammad Kazel Pasha and his aggression into 
en_cntively contrary to the ‘Treaties existing between the two 
nmyents ant against international rights; the. Imperial Persian Government hee 
uflicially protested to the Lurkish Embassy and to the other Missions in Tehran. Lh 
itten this for your information in onler that you may communicate it to the 
ister for Foreign Affairs of the eountry to which you are accredited. 





(3884) 


Inilia Office (0 Forvign Office (Received February 4.) 


THLE Under-See if Suite for India proseuts his complinents to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Mifairs, and, direction of Mr. Secretary Morle 


forwards Herewith, for the intoriat 
from the Viewroy, dated thie Ist i 


India Office, February 3, 1908. 


ary of State, copy of a telegram 


Inclosure in No, 157, 
Government of India to Mr. Morley. 

(Telegraphic) P, 

URCO-RUSSLAN front 

Resideut at Bagdad telegraphed the 25th ultimo as follows -— 

* On the 23rd instant, 200 cavalry, 3 guns, aud 200 boxes of ammunition left 
Vayda tor Khanikin, Report states i 2,000 mei haye been collected on 
fronticn near Amara by Vali of Pustiku. Pending arrival of Pertay Pasha it is thought 


February 1, 1908. 


cog, tlle tenes vannot bs property deeyphorad Teen, howeter, be wathersd from it that the Turkish 
Comuianiler threatened (o boulud the tov 


[3984] 
Sir Edward Grey to Consul-Generial Cunberbateh 


Volegraphic.) Pe Foreign Office, + 
X REPORT reachos us that steamship“ Bigimalen” disn A yoy large 
jnintity of arins and ampmnition between the 22nd ant 28th December at Beyraih, 
and that Turkish ofticors auil men wer sint on with them by train to Aleppo You 
ould telegraph any information soit possess, cspectally. as regards quantity. dis 
caubarked and ultimate des 








gl 
, 


that Turks will not do anything definite. Turkish ocenpation of Sujbulak is reported 
by Consular Agent at Mosul, who also says that Turks have telegraphed for assistance 
to Vali of Mosul, as a result of arrival of 3,000 troops under Governor of Tabreez. It 
is said that Persian troops and tribesmen have left for Kasrashirin from Kermanshah, 


Vali of Pustiku and Sheikh of Mohammerah are said to be on very friendly terms.” 





No. 158. 
Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received Kebruary 5.) 
St. Petersburgh, February 5, 1908. 
dor at Constantinople that Consuls 


etly what has happened ther 
cordingly, Minister for Foreign 





(4061) No. 159. 


Mr, Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received Febnuuy 5.) 
(No. 87) 
(Velegraphie,) 2. Tehran, February 5, 1908. 

TURCGO-PERSI frontier. 

Linquired of His Majesty's Consul at Kermanshah in regard to movements of 
‘Turkish troops reported Consul-General at Bagdad. He reports, telegraphing 
from Kasr-i:Shirin, arrival at Khanikin of 200 boxes of ammunition, 3 guns, and 
100 cavalry, 





(2761) No, 160, 
Foreign Office to India Office. 


Sir, Foreign Office, Kebruary 5, 1908, 

1 LAID hefore Seeretary Sir 1. 4. your letter of the 24th ultimo relative to 
the proposal that the Tndo-Ruroy Telegraph Department shonld obtain control of 
the Porsi raph line between Ah 

n directed to state, for the information of Mr, Si ‘ary Morley, that Sir 1), 
by concurs in the suggestions put forwar Kirk in the Memorandum inclosed 
your letter with regard to the lines on which it would be desirable to approach the 

in Government in the matter. 

Hefore, however, sending instructions to Mr, Marling, it will be necessary to obtain 
the sanction of the Treasury to the charge of half the expenditure to British funds. 

Tam accordingly to inquire whether Mr. Morley is able to furnish any information 
as to the approximate cost of the proposed survey and temporary repair of tho line, 
ind also as to the probable cost of its maintenance when put into proper working order, 

Sir. Grey would be glad to be favonred with an early reply to this letter, in 
order that no time may be lost in approaching the ‘Treasury. 

un, &e, 


Ta 
(Signed) W. LANGLEY, 
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(4084) No. 161. 
Sir F, Bertie to Sir Edtward Grey.—( Received February 6.) 


(No. 8.) (By Post.) 
(Pelegraphie,) Kn eluir. 

PERSIA. 

Tasked the Politic cl structions 
to be given t the Proueh Financ 

ile said that they were hing prepared, and that M, Bizot would start for ‘Tehran 
on the 20th instant at the latest, ancl would go thither direct. 


Paris, February 5, 1908. 





(4198), No. 162. 
Mr. Cumberhatch lo Sir Bdward Grev.—(Received February 6.) 


(Polographic.) Beyrout, February 6, 1908. 
ON 23rd Decomber Ft N. O'Conor that the transport mentioned 
ny of ith ved hero on 2Ist December, She landed a 
uu forty oficars in < batteries of artiller of Mauser 
hey set oiit from here to go wid Aleppo to Bagdad. 





No. 163, 
Sir N. 0! Connr to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February 7.) 


tlc Constantinople, February 7, 1908. 

PURCO-DERSIAN Lroutic - 

With roforonve to Sir .\. Nicolson’s telegram No. 22 of the 5th instant, the 
roposil male by the Russian Ambassador was only that some one should be delegated 
Ik the Consuls to find out exactly what has taken plac Sonjboulak, but in th 
present excited condition of Shith aud Sunni tribes, the Delegates might ineur som 
personal risk. Besides, th Persians will ever by this he led to helieve that wo are on 
the point of interfering ov their heball 


(Contidential,) 7 Ue 
TE We allow the matter 0 drop, 1 hardly think M. Zinoview, to whom T have 
spoken, sill rotmn to the subject. 





(4330) No. 164. 


Mrz Marling to Sir Beard Grey.—( Received February 7.) 

(No. BS) 

(Holeseraphieg) P. 
URCO-PERSL 
My telegram 
Captain Haavorth 


Tehran, February 7, 1908. 


int, on Ath instant, of 150 more cavalry 
nes he Vali of Pusht-i-Kuh’s reported activity is that 
Tredra 





No, 165, 
Mr. Morliny (o Si Edward Grey.—(Received February 7.) 


Tehran, February 7, 1908. 


ENSLAN trontion, 
ir A. Nivolson's telegram No, 22 of the Stlv instant 
Xo news of Russian Ambassador proposal has been received by Rus 
wwho thinks with ie that, just at moment when C ou has besnn its sit 
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ja undesirable for Consuls to leave Urumia. If desired, M. de Hartwig thinks he could 
send a Secretary from Tabreez Consulate-General, but, as main facts aro incontestable, 
he doubts necessity of fuller information respecting events at Soujboulak. 

‘There might be danger on the journey from Urumia to Soujboulak, 





(4082) No. 166. 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Marling. 

(No. 31) 

(felegraphic.) _P. 
TURCO-PERSIAN frontier. 
Please refer to telegram from St. Petersburgh No, 22 of Oth instant, 

We agree to Russian proposals as to Urumia Consuls visiting Sonjboulak, and you 
should instruct Mr, Wratislaw accordingly, informing him also that his Russian 
colleague will be instructed in the same sense, 


Foreign Office, February 7, 1908, 





(4861) No. 167. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir N. O'Conor.* 
No. 53,) 
ir, Foreign Office, February 7, 1908. 

L TOLD Count Benckendorff to-day that we had information that cighteon largo 
guts and thirteen traincloads of ammunition and arms were being sont from Boyrout 
towards the P frontier, and from other sources I heard of great proparations 
which looked as if the Turks intended military operations on a largo scale. 

If this was s0, the results might extend and involve British intorosts, and our 
hand might be forced, and we should have to consider what measures’ ought to 
be taken, 

Should this happen, I would inform the Russian Goyernment in advance, Tt 
would be well for them to consider what measures they would be prepared to take, 80 
that we might arrano to act simultancously. 

At present, T had no suggestions to make as to further action, but T thought it 
well to let the Russian Government know in advance that the situation seemed to bo 
getting worse, 

Tam, & 
(Signed) "8B. GREY. 





(4505) No. 168, 


* SiN. O'Conor to Sir Edward Gre (Received February 8.) 

No. 36,) 

(Tolographic.) P. 
‘TURCO-PERSIAN frontier, 
Following from His Majesty's Consul-Gonoral at Urmia, No. 18 of the 7th instant 


* The Commission are again talking of adjourning to Soujboulak, and nothing has 
been done since the meeting of the Commission on the 3rd instant, when Tahir Pasha 

ated a Memorandum enumerating the Treaties on which he relied, and laying 
particular stress on that of 1639. 


Constantinople, February 8, 1908. 


“ (Confidential) 
“Ts there any truth in the statement, which the Russian Vice-Consul informs me he 
has received in a pia from his Government, to the effect that the British and 


Russian Governments have decided to insist on the meetings of the Commission being 
attended by the two Consular officers and on their having a decisive voice?” 


* Also to Sir A. Nicolson (No. 82). 
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[4512] No. 169. 


Mr. Marling to Sir Ediward Grey.—(Received February 5.) 
(No. 40.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. 

OIL Syndicate, Arabistan situation, : 

Tolegram from Captain Lorimer states that during past two months things have 
beon quict at oil camps, and that it is entirely to the apprehensions inspired in the 
Khang that this result! is due. In spite of @ partial and temporary improvement, the 
Bakhtiari guards aro still doficiont in numbers. ‘ ‘ 

‘Tho Khans profess ignorance of the action taken at the Legation by their agents 
in November, ani disavow their proceedings. 

Captain Lorimer asks permission to order payment of suspended November instal- 
Se cH ROUTES right moment has come, first endeavouring to secure a settlement 
of claims for compensation. He hias advised Oil Syndicate's Manager to make arrange- 
ments for payment as usual of February instalment, : 

Most katisfuctory solution of difficulty as to guards would be for Syndicate them- 
selves to pay guards direct, and T have suggested to Captain Lorimer that opportunity 
might. be used to induice Khans to allow this, 


Tehran, February 8, 1908. 





(4513) No. 170. 


Mrs Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Recrived February 8.) 


Pp Tehran, February 8, 1908, 
#1 of telegraph lines. Please soe your telograin No. 22 of the 25th 


ultimo, 

Instructions in the sonse of my telegram No. 26 of the 22nd ultimo have been 
ructived by Russian Minister, and as soon as is practicable we shall take action. 
M. dle Hartwig will give mea statement in regard to the Khaf-Nasratabad section 

nient of the conditions of our control over the Tehran-Meshed 
Jine with which I propose to furnish lin, 

We have signallors from India on the former section, attached to Consulates, but 
‘Mv prosont the Indo-European Telegraph Department has no connection with it. 

By whom, that is to say, by the Tido-European ‘Telegraph Department or the 
Indian ‘Telegraph Department, is it now proposed that Russian obligations ia resund ta 
itshonld be formally accepted ? (Please refer to proposal to vost responsibility in 
Jatter in Coveramont of India’s despatch No, 78 of the Sth May, $7, inclosed ta door 
despatch No. 126 of the 22nd July last.) 





[4508] No. 171. 


‘Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February 8.) 

(No, 42,) 
(Velosgraphic,) P. 

TEURAN-KHANTRIN telegraph line. 

M. de Hartwig is unawaro Hat anything definite has been agreed upon in regard 
to the cession of onr tights over the Tehran-Khanikin line, for which he has received 
instructions to arrang 

Please refer to Sir A. Nicolson’s despatches Nos. 344 and 498 of last year, Is 
anything more definite contemplated than the exchange of Memoranda dated 
respectively the 23rd June and the 24th August ? 


Tehran, February 8, 1908. 
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[4344] No, 172. 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Marling. 
(No. 33.) 
(Telegraphic. P. Foreign Office, February 8, 1908. 
SOUJBOULAK incident on Turco-Persian frontier. 
In view of M. de Hartwig’s opinion, reported in your telegram No. 30 of yesterday, 
necessary for you to instruct Consul as suggested in my telegram No. 81 of 
Jay, if you consider such action inadyisable. 





4514] No. 173, 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February 9.) 
(No. 25.) 
(Telegraphic) P. 

EXCHANGE of telegraph lines, 

Your telegram No.2 of the 25th ultimo and my despatches of last year, Nos. 428 
and 439 of the 26th and 29th August. 

M. Isvolsky concurs in suggestion that British and Russian Representatives should 
approach Persian Government in this matter, the transaction being represented as one 
convenient for technical and economic'reasons. Tt should also, he proposes, be mado 
clear to the Persian Government that the obligation of keeping tho lines in as good 
order as, possible will be imposed on them by the development of telegraphic com 
tnunication, and that it would greatly facilitate the upkeep and repairs of the Tinea if 
those for the Meshed-Tehran and ‘Tehran-Khanikin. sections were intrusted to tho 
Russian, Telegraph Administration, and those for southern sections of the Soistan line 

en by the Indian ‘Telegraph Department. 

Mention is made of the Khanikin line, as he will wish to discuss all these threo 
lines simultaneously with the Persian Government, and, in order to see clearly what 
obligatio ind rights are connected with the Khanikin line, he would like to see a copy 
of the Telegraph Convention of 1872. Once thnt point is clear the Persian Goyernmetit 
can then be approached by the two Representatives at Tehran. 

T might give M. Isvolsky a copy of Article XVI of the aboveanontioned Conven: 
tion, which refers to the right of the British Administration to resume charge of the 
Khanikin section, but it would be desirable to inform him of the dite ou which ind 
the reasons why the Persian authorities were placed in charge, He might also be gives 
copy of the Convention of 1865. In order tw anticipate any action of Germany it 
securing rights after 1925 Russia will probubly be anxious to take over charge of lie 
a8 soon a8 possible. 

Tmight, if you wish it, suggest to M, Isvolsky that the Tehran-Khanikin 
should be dealt with separately from the other two lines. ‘This would porhaps be moro 
convenient, 


St. Petersburgh, February 9, 1908, 





(4537) No, 174. 


re Sir N, O'Conor to Sir Edvard Grey.—(Received February 10,) 
No. 57.) 
Sir, Constantinople, February 5, 1908, 

I HAVE the honour to forward herewith, for the information of the General 
Sta of the War Office, a despatch from His Majesty's Vice-Consul at Vin, 
reporting on affairs in the Mush plain,* and on the Tureu-Persian froutior question. 

ave, &o, 
(Signed) N. R. O'CONOR, 


* Soo Asiatio Turkey Volume, January to June, 1908, No. 57, 
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Tnelosure 1 in No. 174. 


Vice-Consul Dickson to Sir N, O' Conor. 
(No. 28.) 
Sir, Van, December 14, 1907. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose, for your Exeelleney’s information, a report on 
tlie districts passed tlirough on my recent. journcy, and a result of the information 
obtained, TL would be greatly obliged if your Excellency would allow it to be 
forwarded to the military authorities, as I hope the information it contains may interest 
them. 

‘Tho all-absorbing interest in this vilayet at the present is the Turco-Persian frontier 
question, and fhe idea which seems to prevail amongst all classes is that Russia is the 
opponent, and not Persia. ; 

‘om the lack of means at my disposal here of knowing what has passed or is 
passing at Constantinople with respect to this question, Lam only able to surmise 
What is probably the truth, but I believe that, between 1842 and the Russo-Tarkish 
var, 1577-8, thiere were negotiations and 1. Commissions at various intervals 
hetween Turkey and Persia on this question in which ‘Turkey certainly seems to have 
made no very decided attempt to have the affair definitely sottled. 

Sinco 1878 the matter seoms to have lain entirely dormant until some 
timo about 1904, when the following events seem to have aw: ened an interest among 
the Turks: — 


‘Tho Russian plan for an extension of their railway to Julfa. 

‘he Russian road to Tabrees, & 

‘Mhe appointment of a Russian Viee-Consul at Urmia, and the wholesale conversion 
‘of tho Assyrians in Persia fo the Russian Chueh. 


If a railway wore required to be constructed from Russia to Bagdad or the 
Persian Gulf, Lam, under the impression that the trace for it to follow would 
piss through Lali Veuney Pass; while if a railway or cart road were 
fo bo constructed from Bayesid to Bagdad, it would have to follow through this same 
yas 
vee therefore the importance of this pass to the Turks is apparent, and Ihave no 
doubt that the urks discovered this in 1904, with the rosult reported in my No, 21 of 
the Ist Octobex, 1907. 

Tinay add that omong Tahir Pasha and the members of his Commission, also 
the higher officials here, the Ferik ant Vali, &e., whilst. they realize that it is with 
Tussin they are dealing and not with Persia, ‘they are perfectly convinced that 
Pnugland will support them against Russia, while from conversations I have had with 
Mn Wratisly and the Russian Vice-Consul of Urmia, it appears to me that your 
Exeollenc’ as voiced through His Majesty’s Consul-General at ‘Tabreez 
to the uskisl Commission, do not support this idea. 

From what Lean judge of the Turkish ideas here, they seem to think, since the 
Russo-fapanese war and her internal troubles, that Russia is weak, and they (the ‘Tarks) 
vould he ghd (o fight her now and pay olf some of their old scores. ‘Thus it is possible 
that a strong attitude on the part of Markey oyer this frontier question is not merely 
Mull as she realizes that the districts occupied are of vital impostance to her, and she 
will bo propared to fight for thom, ‘That this is true is proved by the determined 
way in Which the Central Government is giving onllers to be prepared to mobilize 

wv available man in the vilayet, in spite of the warning of the Vali that such a 

akure will cause a famine. T am also told that new pattern quick-firing guns are 
to he supplied to the LVth Army Corps. 

"The Berik told me unofficially that all they wanted was the money, and that 
they hoped to got from England or Germany 

Talsoinelose a Report on affairs at Mush,* which T humbly request that your 
Excolloney will forward to the military authorities, Although intended for the War 
Oflice, | Venture to suguest tliat it may interest your Excellency, as showing a 
possible reason for the undue oppression by the Turks of the Armenians in the Mush 
plain. 

Pannithese tyro inelosures, being the more intoresting parts of the Report of my 
recent journey, L forward forthwith; the remainder, with the maps, sketches, &e., 
will forward when finished, Your Excelleney’s cypher telegram of the 11th November, 


* Soe Asiatic Turkey Volume, January to June, 1908, No, 57. 
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1007, advises me that at present the journey to the Lahijan and Vernoy district 
ailvoeated in my No. 21 of the Ist October, 1907, is not advisable. would i ee 
ratified if your Excellency would inform me whether I am to understand by this 
that at some future date, say the coming spring. T shall be permitted to make 
this journey, or whether I'am to consider this refusal as final. 
Thave, &e. 
(Signed) B, DICKSON. 


Inelosure 2 in No, 174. 
Report by Viee-Consul Dickson on his recent Journey through Turea-Persiin territory. 


THE four districts of Morgawar, Bordesor, Torgawar, and Barado oly 
evcupied by the ‘Turkish troops, form a prominent feature in the ea Pa 
‘Turkish frontier . On looking at the map one sees that there is a large chain 
of mountains, running from north to south, which might he called tho east wall of 
Kurdistan, and carries what the Persians propose as the boundary. Ahout.5 miles 
cast of this chain is another and lower one, also running north to south, and forming: 
the western boundary of the Urmi plain, : 
Between these tivo parallel chains are the four above-mentioned districts, separated 
from ench other by very slight watersheds running east to west. : 
_ These plains lie in a long strip of flat, rich, open valley, some 80. miles lo 
Sor 6 miles wide. his valley or plain is divided transversely by four main rivers 
ing from the high Kundistan range, and flowing east across the plain. hey force 
their way by gorges through the smaller or Urmi Plain range, and do not appear to he 
much better. Going south from Baradost, one crosses a few low hills, and descends 


into the lower plain of Worgawar, watered hy the N or Baney Chai 0 
Sato asd oy Gey lass ot ior the Nazlu, or Bancy Chai, and the 


This plain. is extremely fertile, and, as far as T cor e out, the maj 
Fate far as T could muke out, the maj 


y of 
n, the remainder being Bogzadi Kurds. 


the smallest. of the four districts, but as 
1 more on plunder than on work, this fact cause 
From the Bordesor Pla ari 
Morgawar Plain, watered by the Barandus Qhai, a large river, ‘This Morgawar Plain 
is full of villages, and very fertile, ‘he villages mostly belong to the sedentary. 


Hee Kurds, but there are also several Assyrian, anda few Rayah Kurds, and 
gz s 4 


% them no serious in 


As these villages have w high range of mountains vest, and 

Me. igh 1a 0 and only a small 

lain of hills on thie cast, it follows that the roads east into Persia and Aa ORAS 

and much frequented, while Such tracks as exist in the westerly direction into ‘Purkey 
e bad, and seldom used, with the exception of the road from Buradost to Diz of 


Which last year, and before these events, was the trade route by which the 
f Gawar obfained their store 
labitants of the districts are principally Kurds, with a sprinkling of 


led into Shekaka, Bogzadi, Horiki, ‘and 


hickaka, a part of the large tribe of Shekaka, occupy many villages on the 

slopes north and north-east of Baradost, and the billy. Aantaboer lat peat ile) 
» for their Chief Ishmael Agha, of Suranawa. ‘They area turbulent lot, more 
e-toral than agricultural, but wholly brigand, and ate continually raiding te 
Pillsges in the north of Unni plain and Salmas, and on the Turkish’ side in Gayar 
and Bashkalt. ‘hoy are a rather finer fighting type than most Kurds, are well 
armed, and generally well horsed, and are much feared by the Persians und other 


Kurds. 


(1503) 20 
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g as far south as 
is divided into two large 
he gawar, and the hills inclosing it. 
‘heix Chief is Korim Kh ha, who lives at Norghi, in Morgawar, He is a good 
type of Kurd, with the regulation number of wives, and seventeen sons, and is very 
wealthy. Tis village is occupied by a detachment of ‘Turkish troops, but he declares 
Nimsell to be Persian nobwithstanding, though asserting that “it all the Turks were 
like Tahir Pasha, he would not mind being ‘Turk.” In fact, he concerns himself very 
little with polities, Mis villages ave very fuirly peaceful and quict, in spite of 
frequent quarrels among themselves, ‘The viling cultural, but own 
consideralile flocks of sheep in addition. 

Jhe nomad section of the Horiki winter, Fam told, round Mosul, amd come up to 
the highlands round Morgawar, ‘Torgawar, and Baradost, and also to districts south 
and west of these, during the sumine is Haji Dervish Agha, 1 brother 
of Korin Agha. i : 

iro Agha, who played a leading part in the sack of Mawana, was formerly Chief 
of the nomad Horiki, bit was deposed, and has since, with his following of abc 
200 men, been a sort of freebooter, From what T gathered, the nomad Horiki are a 
somewhat wild lot, 

‘Who Bogaadi Kurds (cr the sons of Boga) are a set of disreputable eut-tlroats, 
‘The name implies, not a compact tribe or *‘ashiret,” but rathe 
collection of large villages of armed Rayah Kurds, each with a Cl 

owning no authority, and gene, 

and incessantly plundering in the Urmi and Gayar plains 
hoy lave no particular district, unless one calls Dasht or Bork 

ail-quarters, but are senttered here and there, as fiw north as Khoi, each village 

Doing quite independent of its neighbours. : f 
Being Sumnis by religion, they ave detested by the Persians on this account, as 
Las for their thieving «qual ominally, they used to pay some sort of tax 0 
tribute to some one or other of the Persian Government employés, but, as they 
iformed me, they have already, during the three months of Turkish occupation, pail 
40 the urks more than thrice tlle amount that: they have ever paid in times past to the 
Povsians. Monee it appears that they were not much bothered by the visits of the 


tithes, rents, &e., in Persia is so complicated that 1 will not 


Phe Assyrians in these distyicts have a much easier lot than those in Turkey 
there being no Basten or Christian question in Persia, or at least none of an 
importance, may explain this, or perhaps the fact that the Assyrians, unlike the 
Armenians, Inve no national aspirations, may be the reason. At any rate they are 
match amore free, and heing allowed to carry avins they can protect themsolyesand_ their 
property, aad pretend to be men, Some’ eight or ten years ago thoy were armed by 
the Pe uuthorities with the official rifle and cartridge, or at all events ob 
{rom somewhere, It is-diffieult to arrive at the trath ab 
itty, aid_various explanations of the existonee of those rifles a 
Some say th y armed. so as fo form of frontier guard, Others, that it 
wis Iy protect Urints but probably the true reason was thatas these villages all blon; 
to varions Persian magnates in Urmi, to whom they pay rent and tribute, these 
magnites saw the alyantage of protecting them from’ being pillaged by the Kurds 
how, (Hey are well armey thanks to that, and to the fact that all the Assyrian 

Villages combine to resist the Kurds, while the Kurds have so many internal quirrels 
that prevent them from combining against the Assy sitlt is that th 
Assyrians have up tll kttely heen the strongest jets. Indeed, 
though they are not in the habit of attacking the Kurds, they have almost invari 
got the best of the fights, when attacked. 

Brom what thier, they have 
with th © prospered considerably, aud their vill 
inarked difference from tose oi the ‘Cu le of the Treutie, 

Vheir houses ary generally built of stone, and in some cases two-stor 
tiey have clean rooms with carpets and yuys, and often pictures of sorts, usually 
religious, while vound tieit houses are vi 

Altogether, they havea gene 
in Turkey. 
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It is true that most of tlhe houses of any importance are built like fortresses, with 
the windows high up, and about 6 inches square, the doors small and solid, and the 
roofs fortified and loophioled ; but this is a style of architecture much in vogue in this 
part of Persia, and entirely necessary in the neighbourlood of Shekuk or Bogzadi 
Kurds, The Bogzadi villages are also fortified, on account of their incessant internal 
quarrels, but the Shekaks, who are seldom’ molested by any ono, do not require this 


é ‘Mhey 
ces of opinion among themselves, but they 


of Rayah Kurds, who farm the land belonging to 
1 prop rmi and other plies. ‘The Sheikh of Shamsdinan owns 
tnuich property in these districts, and before the invasion of Urmi by his grandfather, 
Shicikh Obeduilah, he owned much more, which the Persians confiscated, without thie 
So far as Tam aware, entering any: protest against the proceeding, Slieikh 
Malmud Said sin of the late Sheikh, lives at Naychellen, in Baradost, and 
talked to me very frankly, Ile informed me that no one in these districts who was 
not on outhuw wished the Turks to come, that they were Persians, and although th 
Persian might not he te best of Go ts, they would ther have any thi 


may be taken as probably representative of the opinion of all fhe Rayah Kurds, 
as he is an important Sheikly in these part 

Thus, the whole of the inhabitants of these disiicts anv vither Sunni Kurds, or 
ans, and this gives the district quite a Turkish 
ages, customs, lnbits, and so on, of the people, are. those 
I subjects, quite different to what-one finds in the Urmia 

Plain, only more prosperous than is the rule in Turk 
1 have tried to explain what a turbulent lot of eut-throats those Bogzadi are, 
Nays fight selves, and riding the peace-loving Pasian, will now 

es 

algo, some of these Boszadi had a grudge against the American mission 
ich resulted in the cowardly murder of Me, wey aan American, in 
arious proceedings, the culprits, who had at one time been under arrest, 
iat Peliran, escaped, ox anyhow got back to Bordesor, which is, one might say, the 
stronghold of these Kurds. This, and many other atrocities and robberies committed 
Jy these Kurds, were given as the reason why Medjidie Sultancli, an important Persian 
Persian troops at that pliee,. for the purpose of 


As T mentioned 
1006, petitioned Tahir 


0.2 of the Ist Bebrunry, 1907, these Bogzadi, in duly 
, ten Vali of Van, for protection ngainst the Pe 
Government, giving ay weasons that they were Sunnis and. Parks, 

Hppressed on account of their rel 


they asserted tint. the 


Pashia, on referring tle matter to Constantinople, was tol that the status yuo 


as tobe preserve. Le took Dervish Pasha’s roading of the ‘Curkish elaim, which 
w includes Morgawar, Torgawar, Baradost, Bordesor, Somai, ani passing up through 
‘ Plain by Kulma Shoher, soos up the Dishovan Dere to Surava Dag, 
the frontier settled by reaty of Beilin, Article LX. line was 
‘ahir Pasha on his maps, and I have copied it on mine, 
hir Pasha accepted the Petition of the Bogzadi, and acknowledged that 
ish subjects; about November 1906, zaptichs and a detachment of 
sent to the districts, and occupied Morgawar, 
{vis diffieult to obtain accurate information about what actually took plice then, 
i nnts differ, hut what seems most probable is, that these tryops occupied Kaki 
ova, in Mc + that they collected taxes; and that some Lurkish foree, probably 
aptielis, went as far as Bonde, within 5 miles of Urmi, where, in Janine 
were attacked by Persian troops {rom Urini, and had to:retiee, losing ty 
“ipticls killed. The village of Bonde is iu the valley of the Borilesor, or Shel 
Chai. where it passes by a gorge through the line of Wills dividing Urmi Plain from 
Ne disputed districts, aud which eatries Dervish Paslia’s line. ‘The village is Sunni 
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by the Bogzadi as an advanced base for their pil 





and Kurd, and is emple 
raids in the Umi P 
After this. revers 





Bonde, the ‘Turks reinforced their detachments on the 
frontier, and in the ad detachments at Kala Zoya, Bajirka 
Shamsdinan), and Disa (in G: When Medjidie Sultanelt and his puniti 
set out from Unni, the Boeauli, now considering themsel Purkish subjects, got 
into communication with Enroulla Bey, the "Turkish Staff Officer in charge of this 
ion of the frontier and an arch-consp He promised them substantial aid 
hown in the letter to their Chiefs, which, curiously enough, fell into ‘Turkish- 
Persian hands by aceid . : 

For tle sake of conyenienee, 1 give a translation :— 


1 Have received your letter of the Oth July, 1907. ‘Two battalions of infant 
with six guns, under tle command of the Mir Ali (Colonel) of Van, have started, ‘Uhis 
A Hikala for Gawar; and from there we will come by the Bordesor 
not leave a single Persian sol You must keep them waiting 
four days longer. 

“When the battalions arrive at Gawar send me s lette 

some new cireumstance, he onder that Thad not yet: ree 

You will see in what a position the Persian troops will \ 

(when) the troops from Van arrive perhaps T may arrange something clse, for such 
1 the owders that I have received. 

My salutations to Body Khim Bey, 3 
Boys. Tis said that Jonghis Khian Boy's i 


(ithon follows the seal and signature of Buroulla Erkani Harboe.) 














































ahmud Sahib, Radj Bey, and the other 
the Persian camp. Is this true?” 












Whore is little doubt that there bas been inteigning on the part of the Turks in 
these distriets, anid 1 am inclined to believe that the Turkish authorities have employed 
Sherif Boy, Chief of the Shekifti Shokaks, anil'a Kaimakam of Hamidi, to further 
their intrignes, as his agents aye been passing to and fro among the Persian Shokaks 
anid the Kut ad Boxed villages round Salma dung hs yea, weerens in former 
years they used only to come over to pillage, 3 ie 
ee Usiinnjiavillago northot the Saltas Plat, (a funtly of Important Shlkhs, 














h f Sherif Boy has bees © locality, und also 
‘und from those T leamied that the son of Sheri? Rey has heen in the locality, and 
that in September 1907 the Sunnis of Sums had sent a telegram to the Sultan 









asking for protection, and that they might be made Murkish sub * 
SUSUR agin Masha SET ERAS UUM edo te 
with. 
Hom what T gathered among the ¥ i 
y false impression of the lot of Wurkish subjects. Son 
EHTOTlAN atonal od) nicer votgut <avaraun ion) tmniforn, decorat 
De allowed tree Heonce to pillage the rich Christian villages, who, when they 
mie urkish, will he dismed, Others, the quiet and more respectable Kurds, 
wine that, being Swinis wnder a Sunni Government, they will have complete 
protection from the raiding and other disturbing eauses from which many of them 
have sulfered considerably this year on account of the P jan Enjuman, the civil war 
at Khoi, Salinis, Maku, 
‘here ix no doubt that the 
4 hue ais, possible 
While 1 vy Hashki 










they have a 
thoy will be 
mn, &e., and 






































Uurkish emissiries would paint their prospects ns rosy 











4, Tahir Pasha informed me unofficially that these 
districts hielonged (0 Turkey, as was ineontestably shown by Dervish Pasha's map; 
that the land hail been appropriated by Persian Notables o , Who dil not now 
like to lose it, He continued that the nd, but didl want to 
govern dl the surrounding hills, and to 
‘ots of Gawar, Bashkals, &.; that the 
2 Sunni Moslems, were naturally subjects of the Sults 
Dervish Pasha’s line follows the crest of the small hills west of Uri 
{ill it reaches the Nazlu Chai; it then tums east, following the couse of the 
Nazlu Chai to Lake Urmi, atter which it follows: up the lake: shore some 3 tiles, 
then tums northewest across x plain up to the Agvan Dagh, which it follows till i 
turns niosth to Salmas. _‘Uhus this line entirely cuts off Urmi from the nort 

shiv explained to mo that though all this territory: was really 
they would probably make w concession, so us to let the line from thie 
Follow the watersbied of Sheikh Busit Da 




























northwards, 
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the Somai, and the hilly country of the Shekaks, leaving the plains to the east to 
Persia, and not cutting of Urmi from the north. 

‘This is really all that the Turks want so as to obtain their road from Kirkuk to 
Bayazid, as mentioned in the inclosure of my No, 21 of the Ist October, 1907. 

Tahit Pasha also told me that they would probably also occupy the districts of 
Somai and Chairay in Salmas, though no steps had yet been taken, ‘Whilst 1 was in 
the Salmas district, Sheikh Allaadin of Urban, who was one of the organizers of the 
telegram sent to the Sultan in September 1907, told me that a messenger had come to 
lim the day before from Ishmael Agha of Suranava, chief of the Sheikhs of tho 

informing him that he had a letter from Sherif Bey (the man 1 mention 
being used as an emissary of the Turks), in which the writer asked whether, 
oveupied Somai on hehalf of the ‘Turks, Ishmael Agha would resist or uot, 

Ishmael had replied that he was content with the Persians, int would not resist 
the Turks. 

Now from this, and from ‘Tahir Pasha’s uncertainty about occupying Somui at 
present, it seems to me that he was waiting to gain over tiv Shekaks to the ‘Turkish 

use, before occupying the district, 

‘There are two reasons for this :— 

1, Somai is am extensive and hilly district, extending from Salmas down to the 
Nala Chai, and the Shekaks, who inhabit’ it, are a large and powerful. tril 
Ishmael Agha of Suranava, the Chief of the southern section, has beon friendly wi 
the Persia Government. | In fact, he represented the Persian Government in Baradost, 
collecting taxes and settling disputes, &e., until the Turks occupied it Inst year, 
‘These Shekaks, who are about the best fighters of all the Kurds, and are well armed, 
would cause much trouble if the Turks occupied their country by forve and against 
their will, 

2, Jaflar Agha, Chief of the Abdewi, of the northern section of Somai Shekaks, 
at Chairay, was treacherously murdered by the Persians at Tabreez in 1905, Simeo 
Agha, his brother, with a Jarge number of his men, then came over to the ‘Parks and 
claimed protection, ‘Tahir Pasha, then Vali of Van, gave these Shickaks some land at 
Sel Kelissa, near Kheshab, some 30 miles cast of Van, and befriended thom greatly, 
The late Ali Bey, when he displaced ‘Tahir Pasha as Vali of Van, had some difference 

Simeo, with the result that Simco and his people returned last spring to Persia, 
and joined forces with the Jeliali and Aroshi Kunis, of the Khan of Maku, Thoy 
made war on the Enjuman of Khoi and Salmas, and dofented them with grent 
slaughter after a three days’ battle at Zoeva, near to Khoi, After this, Simeo was 
made Governor of the distriot of Kotur by the Klan of Maku, on hehalf of the Shalh, 
ni he is now established at Kotur, whero he collects all the taxes for his own pocket, 
lives in great, state, and periodically raids the villages in Salmas and Khoi Plains, 
when he is in need of money, taking their sheep as a punishment for their not 

wpting the Shahi, &c. 

Me informed me that he had heen promised by the Shah (ie, hy the Khan of 
Maku) that next spring he would be reinstalled in his own country of Chairay Somai, 
‘nd also that he was ready to resist ‘Turkish occupation to the last man, 

He is the heau-ideal of a Kurd brigand, his men heing devoted to him, and, if 
tHey meant business, could give a great deal of trouble to the ‘Purks in Somai, 

On the other hand, he is a great admirer of ‘Tahir Pashia, to whom ho is devoted ; 

curious! T hear to-day that Tahir Pasha, who had left Bashkala with the 
itention of coming to Van, has been stopped on the way at Khoshab, and ordered to 
mtum to Bashkala. ‘The Pasha, however, instead of going direct to Bashkala, which 
is one day's journey, is making a long detour by Sori and Kotur, to Salmas and so to 
Kashkala, ‘This is'a detour of some ten days, and passes through the districts where 
the Turks are now intriguing, but which they havenot yet ovenpied. Bn route he will 
‘nect with Simeo at Kotur, 

Tahir Pasha has an exceedingly pleasing personality, and vor 
Nearts of Kurds. I shall be surprised if, by a few promises, he docs not 

to the Turkish cause, 


ily gains the 
gain Simeo 


Returning now to the tale of the Turkish aggression in the dispnted districts, 


1 will not enter into the details of the campaign, as I understand that His 
{aiesty’s Consul-General at Tabrevz was sent to Urimi so as to inforin the Embassy at 
Constantinople of what was passing in those districts, but will roughly outline’ the 
story, as I obtained it from various Turkish military sources. 
It appears that Mejidie Sultanch sent w detachment of 600 men and a gun to 
(aes 2D 
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oceupy Jerma, in the hills above Bordesor, before he himself, with his main body, h 
left Urmi. June this detachment was attacked at Kasriki, en roule. by 
y repulsed ; it sustained some 200 casualties, and retired to 
fight between the Persians and the Bogzadi on the 21st June, Lam 
ably informed that Mahmoud Pasha, Ferik of Van, received a telegram from 
" Bey, saying that the Persians had attacked the Turkish troops in Morgawar, 
and that there were many casualties, &e. On receipt of this, the Ferik communicated, 
vlieve, with the Mushit at Braingan and at Constantinople; one or two days Inter 
Enroulla’ Bey wired, T understand, to the Ferik that his first telegram was erroneous, 
and that the fight had been one between Kurds only. However, it appears that the 
Rorik had already made such strong representations at Brzingan aud Constantinople 
aus to result in the orders to mobilize, that I reported in my eypher telegram of the 
2th July 
Meantime, Mej 



































ie Sultanch, having heard of the defeat of his advanced guard, 
was induced by this and by various otlier reasons, to leave Urmi at once with his 
main foree, though the ot organized, amd the 2nd July lie encamped at 
‘full in Morgawar with some 1,500 men, and five antediluvian brass guns. Here 
he constructed x mud wall or bavricade round his eamp, which the Turks later on 
called a fort; a large proportion of his force were without rifles or ammunit 
‘Dhis defect was made «ood on the 12th July by the arrival of G00 rifles and son 
ammitnition from Tabreer, In the meanwhile he had been negotiating, with the 
Object of gaining time, with Bog to the south-west 
of his camp, and just north of the village altaneh had been 
reinforeed hy thenildition of several bands of Kurds and Assyrians from Torgawar 
‘On the 1th July, the Turkish troops promised by Enroulla Bey arrived at 
\ uid six mountain guns), and the Kunlsattacked the outposts 
‘ome skirmishing took place, the Turkish troops ta 
Sultaneh sent an envoy to inform the Commandant of the ar! 



























































i troops on the ‘lurks: rep] 
Slorgaway, Bordeson Bumdost, and Somai were ‘Curkish territory, that the 
troops were there under orders from Constantinople, that Medjidie Sultane 
was not sent by the Per overnment, but by the Urmi Enjumin, and was in 
a revolutionnry force; f lied to Know why Medjidie Sultanch had heen 
erecting forts on turkish ten nil im that they had insteuetions to tuen 
him out of the same. 

Mtor some diseussion, the ‘Parks allowed the Pe 
Nous in whieh to retire, hut some skirmishing began among the iegulars, and this 
aiused the Turks to bogiiy hombarding the Persian camp, after two hours had elapsed 
On this the Pe tired pell-mell, the ‘Turks and Bogaadi following them ond 
Completing the rout, ‘Tho Persians lost all their camp equipment, one gun, and some 
150 killed aud wounded 

Medjidie Sultanch and hiy Persians retired on Urmi, but the Assyrians, who seen 
to have fought well, to their villages in Torgawar, The next morning it would appear 
that the Bogzudi thought the occasion opportime for the paying off of some of their 
old scores onthe , and advanced on Mayana, the principal village of 
‘Vorgawar. 

Piro Agha and his Hoviki followers had heen on the Persian side, and were with 
the Assyriaus when the Bogzadi approached Mavana. ‘The Assyrians prepared to 
resist them, but Piro (from all accounts with trath) informed them that the ‘Purkish 
troops were also with the Bogzadi, and the sight of the urkish uns 
Assyrians to vetire, which they did, to Urmi, On their retirement Piroand his Kurds 
commenced pillaging the village of Mavana, in which they were ussisted by the 
Bogaudi, snd later by the Turkish troops, Where is good reason to bel 
spite of the Turkish denials, there wast certain amount of the violation of w 
Which vcours on these oeasions in this country 

Yaver Bey, the Turkish Conmundant, appears to have made at least some effort 
oy his arrival in Mavana, to take the stolen booty from the Kurds, Piro Agha was 
made out to be the guilty party, and he was made a prisoner, i,, le remained a guest 
in the house of Yu Iu the meantime, accounts of the 
affair, probably grossly” « to hav sent to ‘Teheran, 
Constantinople, and to some of the European papers. ‘The Turks, to. clear their own 

, it Appears to me, caused an inquiry to be made concerning the sick of 














vitory, and. 
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a, and the Kaimakam of Gawar was one of the officials charged with this duty. 
I have his authority for the statement that Piro Agha was made the scapegoat, and 
tiiat Yaver Bey had, on his own initiative, given him a free pardon on the Sultan's 
birthday, ‘The civil Government, adds the Kaimakam, were naturally angry that the 
man who was the cause of disgraceful charges being brought against the trovps 
should thus go free, but yet, considering the circumstances of the Sultan’s birthday, 
‘ve, they could hardly punish him, % 

This seems to be an excellent and Oriental way of getting the soldiemy and 
Yaver Bey out of a nasty place; Piro Agha lias gone to Mosul, and I aim informed 
that five officers of the battalion that was at Mavana have been retired and have to 
0 to Dashkala to he court-martialled for not having prevented the Kurds trom 
sacking Mayana, x 

One of these five, a certain Yunbashi Sitke Effendi, asked me when 1 was in 
Korilesor to transmit 202. to his wife in Van, He had only left Vau three months 
lofore, and hiad received no pay since, and it is not usual for Lurkish officers to hinve 
so much money about them, 

From what L have heard in the villages in Hakiuvi 
that the Kurds in these 


oops are there to occupy the land, and 
no precedent in 
itory is avcupted as ‘Turkish, these Kurt 
sto show that they will be worst tan betare, 


to protect these same Kurds, not to keep them in order, and the 
‘Turkey to show that, once the di 


At the present moment the conditions in the disputed distriety are deplomble, 
t winter was a severe one, and the spring was lates these disturh 
dl many of the Assyrians to leave their villages: and take refuge in 
crops have been abandoned, his winter arrived fortyslive to Miity day 
vusual, with the result that many of the uncut cornticlds are under the snow, and 
ch corn has been left unthreshed 4 
Vihus the distress, if the country liad not been occupied by the Turks, would be 
shy with the advent of the Turks villages have Veen occupied, villagers 
loyal Turks, their houses taken by the soldiers, eggs, vegotablos, 
; food, e., all commandeered trom the yurious villages, rom. all quarters in 
al districts where I passed, T heanl nothing but bitter complaints against 
3. these complaints came principally from the Kurds, whose Chiefs had 
wed with the Turk, and who now find the position of hiosts to the Turkish troops 
anything but a sinecurs, ‘Nhe ‘Turks, trom my own observation, treat them as they. 
Heserve, i.e, bully and beat them, and make them do all the dirty work. < 
In addition to this, they have made them pay. taxes at a rate fay 
they have ever dreamed of, and on the top of this they have not heen allowed to do 
Y juillaging, so that altogether their lot isa sad one from the Kun point of view 
is not soltened by the reflection that they have brought it on themselves, 
1 am informed that the soldiers haye also been making money ont of the situation 
by va king in tithes, &e., and that most of them are 
possession of ill-gotten guins of some sort or snot 
(Si 3. DICKSON, 


Van, December 14, 1907, SEES 





(4765) No. 17 


Sir N. O'Conor to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February 10.) 


tuntinople, Febr 
re ea mstintinople, February 10, 1908. 


ace fullowing , No. 14, dated the Sih instant, received from Consul-Ceneral 
snooty elt attendance of the Russian Viee-Congul and myself at the € 
Heetings lis, according 10 information which the former sys he has 

one of the members of the ‘Tirkish Commissi 5 


omissions 
ceived from, 
n, been recommonded in a teleg 
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Grand Vizier by Tahir Pasha because he finds progress with the Persi 

issioner, whom he calls an obstructive liar, impossible, Pasha s 

ig about it when he called on me to-day. Our attendance as mere spectators 
seems to me useless.” 


T was told to-day by Towfik Pasha that it was at the special request of Firman 
Firma, whose troops had committed grievous disorders and then deserted, that the 
‘Turkish General entered Sonjhoulak, that he is now at Lahijan within the contested 
zono, having retired with his troops as soon as order was restored in the tou a 
categorical orders not to trespass on Persian territory have heen given 
Sultan, He found Soujhoulak in a lamentable condition—signs of disturbances and 
plunder on eva nd many corpses in the streets, 

‘The Sultai e Ambassador and the First Secretary of the Ottoman 
Embassy at Tehran, which has heen pliced in charge of the Consul at Batomn, 





(4756) No. 176. 


Mr, Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February 10.) 

(No, 18,) 
(Tolegraphic.) 2. Tehran, February 10, 1908. 

ESCORT of Shi 

‘Phore is iat curity in Shiraz will last for some tin 
and reports from His Majesty's Consul show that disorders are likely to recur thi 
spring. Do Tlis Majesty’s Gavernmient propose to retain indefinitely, or at least until 
situation improves, the Sowars who should have been relieved last November? 

T venture to nrge advisability of making arrangements of a more permanent 
charactor. 





(2003), wd 


ign Office ty Bourd of Trade, 
(Confidential.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, February 10, 1908. 
LAM directed by Scoretary Sir E, Grey to transmit herewith copy of a Report by 
Mr. Vieo-Consul Chick on the ‘progress of German trade and shipping in th 
1f,° togetlion with comments thereon by His Majesty’s Charzé d’Affaires at Tehran 
1 His Majesty’s Consul-Goneral at Bushirest 
Sir 5, Grey does not propose at, present 10 take any action on Mr. Chick’s Report, 
except as regards the urgent question of providing an efficient li rrviee at 
Bushiro (soe p. Hof Mr. Chick's Report), You will notice 1 ng considlers 
thie dane blishient cf a foreign se be both real and grave, and itis no 
emely desirable for British interests in the Gulf that this should. be prevented, 
y would be glad, therefore, if the Board of Trade sould bring the matter 
of the steamship Companies named below, who appear to be those chietly 
coucorneil, and induce thom to give it their earnest consideration, Tf, after so doing, 
they declare Uheniselves not prepared be necessary to 
consider whether some othe 1 iiot be approached. 
Tt is prohi etory solution of the question would bring with it 
regularity = of British vessels, a point on which Mr, Chick rightly 
The steaneship Companies in question ares— 
‘Dhe Anglo-\ Iie -Ship Company, 
‘The Bucknall Si Linos, 
‘Vho West Hartlepool Steam Navigation Company. 
Mossts. Galloway, Weir, and Co, 


Tam, &e. 
(Signed) LOUIS MALLET. 





See Yart NU, Ihictosuire in No 
F Sov Part XII. No, 417 
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(4804) No, 178. 
India Office to Foreign Office, (Received February 11,) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by ction of Mr. Secretary Morley, 
herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of inclosure 
r from the Foreign Secretary to the Government of India, dated the 

ith December, relative to the increase of the Ahwaz guard, 


India Office, February 10, 1908. 


Tnelosure in No. 175, 
Major Cox to the Government of India, 


raphic.) DP. Bushire, December VA, 1907. 
ILLOWING: sent to ‘Tehran: — 


A letter from Viee-Consul, Ahwaz, dated the 2nd December, has just. be 
reosived in reply to my letter forwarding to him post copies of yout telogram dated 
the 20th November, your telegram dated the 22nd November, and ‘my telogram of the 
2ith November. Your telegram doubting adequacy of my ad interiin proposals had 
not been received by him at time of writing, While he mentions that there is no limit 
in moderation to the number of guards who might he employed with advantage, hie 
expresses view that [? with] twenty-four mien proposed the endeavour aimed at can. be 
secured. He is, however, inclined to recommend six additional infanteymen, that is, 
to for southern and four for northern locality. 

“Au_attack in force, he adds, is highly improbable, and is a contingeney 
which necd not be contemplated. ‘Ten more iifantrymen will he riecessary. to meet 
Viee-Consul’s recommendation, but he says that six of his own escort can be lent for 
tle present, and suggests that as general outlook is more favourable, perhaps: the 
dispatch of more men from India might be delayed pending the receipt by yourself 
uid Government of India of his present written reports.” 


(Sent to Viceroy's camp.) 





(4892) No. 179, 


Sir N. O'Conor to ward Grey. —(Received Rebruary 11.) 


i IB, Pera, Kebruary V1, 1908, 
ICO-PERSIAN 


Following from Mr. Wratislaw, Urmia, 0, 15, dated to-day :— 


. _ Tlearn that the American missionary here has received a lettor from Soujboulak, 
in which it is stated that the Persian Governor-General evacuated the town under 
threat of attack. Tho letter, which is dated the 2nd instant, goes on to say that the 
‘Turkish General marched into the town the day following his withdrawal, and. that 
the town has since been in the hands of the Ottoman troops, who are oppressing the 
inhabitants. As this native account is confirmed from reliable sources, I think it may 
Safely be considered correct,” : 





No, 180. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir N. O' Conor, 


elezraphie.) P. Foreign Office, February 11, 1908, 
TURCO-PERSIAN Frontier Commission, Please refer to your telegrams No, 36 
of the Sth instant and No. 39 of the 10th instant, 
Provided it is the Ottoman Government who make the suggestion, we consider it 
would be well for Mr, Wratislaw and his Russian colleague to attend meetings. 





[1503] 





106 


[4957] No. 181. 
Indin Office to Woreign Office.—(Received Hebruary 12.), 


India Office, February 11, 1908. 
ply to your letter dated the 7th Deer nclosing a letter from the 
easury as to the advance of 300,000 made in two instalments to the Persian 
Goverment by the Government of India in 1908 and 1904, I am directed to inform 
fou that Mr Secretary Morley is not aware of any circumstances that would render 
it inadvisable now to bring to the notiee of Parliament the action which His Majesty's 
Government © 
As regards the adjustment between the Imperial and Indian Exchequers of an 
He consequent on the advance, it appears to him that it would 
Department and the Forcign Office were now to agree upon a 
simple p which this adjustment might be regulated. 

Inthe Memorandum of which a copy is inclosed a procedure is outlined which 
appears to be approprinte, and, subject to Sir Edward Grey's concurrence, the necessary 
action will he takon by this Department to give effect to it. 

1h will be observed that, under the arrangement proposed in the Memorandu 
the Persian Goy on any i t that is overt 
for a shorter period than one year, and that the Foreign Oifies will not be 
by this Department to meet any claim for a slight temporary loss of the kind 

in paragraph 3 oF your lett 


Tam, &e, 
igned) ‘\. GODLEY. 


{nelosure in No. 181. 
Memorandum. 


VILE debt due from the Persian Government having been practically converted 
into an annuity for twenty years payable on the 4th of April in_ each year from 19 
to 1924 inclusive (viz., 20,1382, 78, Bd. in 1905 and 23,2701. Zs. in subsequent years), 
the Ac encral at the India Office will prepare and keep up an Arrears 
Account ing theamount due from the Persia nment in consequence of 
any failtire on its part to pay the instalments of the annuity in full at the right dates, 
He will debit to this account the amount by which the payment. if any by the 
Porsiani Government on tle 4th April of each year falls short. of 28,270/. Zs, will add 
once i year interest at the mate of 5 per cents per annum on the amount at debit, and 
will orddit to the wecount spect of arrears, He will append 
to the aecount a statement showing what portion of tlie arrears rep) is money that 
should have been paid to Indian revenues (with interest thereon) and what portion repre- 
sents money that should be paid to the Imperial Bank (the amount so payable being 
one-fifth of all payments that should have been spect of the interest portion 
of the aunuity, tomether with nite 5 pier cent. thereon added yearly). Once in 
three yents lle will send to the Boreign Office the account and appended statement, 
and tle Roreign Office will pay to the India Oftice one half of the amount by which 
the debt due fo Tudian revenues lias been increased during the fpreceding three yea 
Tf the debt has heen vedueed, he will pay to the Foreign Office one-half of the ano 
af the reduction, 


Indlia Office, December 24, 1907. 





(4956) No. 182, 
India Office to Foreign Office—(Receiced February V2, 


India Office, February 11, 1905. 
reply to your letter of the 2uth ultimo, 1am directed to inform you that 
ect in assuminy that the amonnt of interest «hie from the Pe 
jovernment at_pre 36011 Os, Yd, that being the interest portion of the 
instalment which should have heen paid in April 1907. If, however, payment is not 
suude until after the 4Us April text, when it will have heen & year overdue, it will be 
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necessary, in accordance with the arrangements proposed in this Office letter of the 
Tith February, to charge a year's interest on the sum mentioned, at the rate of 5 per 
cunt. per annuum, 

Tam to add that Mr. Morley concurs in the proposal to authorize Mr. Marling to 
inform the Persian Government, in writing, that His Majesty's Government consider 
that the Persian Government have accepted the conditions cn which a suspension of 
ile sinking find was granted, 

Tam, & 
(Signed) ‘A, GODLEY. 





(4920) No. 183, 
Memorandum respecting British Interests in the Persian Gulf, 


[Note —Apart from Confidential correspondence, which is through i 
art from idence, which is throughout expressly indicated 
notes, the following, works have been consulted, both for purposed of rererenco nnd 


of the Indian Ni 
Now oxraphie Universe,” 
nf aul Prevent Connection of Englund with the Persian Gull” 
ive by the Fast India Company: from its servante fn the Bast.” 
nd’ * Dictionn Gographique et Historique de la Perse.”) 7 


() Abu Ml 

1, Coinnores F 

(oo Te eit igs 

te) G le Satstics and Gertnay Co 
(6) Ligithouses 

Cables 


Appendix— 
(c.) Declarations respecting Bahrein 4, & 
(0) Persian undertakings respectioyg Biitish railway constructi 


Parr L—GENERAL SUMMARY, 


SOME five years ago a Minister of the Crown declared in Parli 
DY goa t r vliament that “th + 
pendency of Great Britain in the Persian Gult”—whieh he prououneed to be ths 
fualation of British poliey—*was not merely a question of theory it was a slate. 
Exception has not infrequently been taken to the positi i i 
« Bxeentio ly been © position of Great Britain i 
{le Persian Gulf upon the ground that, without a shiadow of right, sho has ER 
relf the general abil an guardian ofthat part of the world. 
As such a description of our status—which appears to represent a view widely 
Prevalent abroad—may not improbably be adopted by foreign iba clone eee rit 
‘crest Ieads them to assume a definite attitude on this question, it appears desirable 


* Separate Memoranda nspecting “Quarantine” and the “ Arms Trafic" are in course of preparation 
flaca) 25 
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to collect, in. form conzenient for reference, the salient facts of our historic associa. 
tion with the Gulf, and to summarize the views expressed by the Government of 
India and by successive Governments at home—views which are remarkable for 
tinanimity, and which have now wellnigh acquired the sanction of an axiom: in the 
direction of British: policy. 

IL is with this parpose that the present Memorandum, whiel 
compilation of leading and rerbatin extracts from authoritative sources, 
been drawn up, 

‘he de jure position in the Persian Gulf is that of a sea open to the flag of 
nations, the northern shores and terriforinl waters of which are included in 
dominions of Persia, while its western and southern coasts are partially owned and 
claimed by Turkey, ov are in the occupation of Arab tribes, who have 
tntered into ‘Treaty’ velationships of varying character, constituting. 
Protectorate, with Great Britain, ‘The ishndy in the Gulf ave owned either by Persia 
or by Arab Chie aso of Bahremn under Bri tion) ; but upon one of 
the Persian islands, vi him, Great Britain poss eof land by virtue of 
an original grant from the Imam of Museat, to whom the i belonged, 
Outside the entrance to the Persian Gulf, but included in the same political system, 
avo, on the northern shore of the Aral the coasts of Persian Baluel 
loi whieh the overland wires of the Indo-European ‘Telegraph Company run 
far as Jask, where a reserve of territory mnder an Agreement concluded in 1 
Detween the British and Persian Governments, and where a detachment of Indian 
troops, who had previously been stationed there between the years 1879 and 1887, was 
re-established in January 1598 in consequence of the murder of a British telegraph 
ficial and tho dl oof n Baluchi To the south of the entrance 
to the Pe phere of cal influence, the Arab State of 

cat has for yeats heen predominantly controlled by British influences its trade is 
similarly in Anglo-[ndian hands; qnd’ its Ruler lias not merely for years heen 
siibsidized by the Government of Tudia, but in 1801 entered into an Agreement with 
the British Goyermment not to alientte any portion of his dominions to any other 
Powor, 

Who de facto position upon (he wate 
reflects a more positive British: protominane: 















































































































nilicate, Inthe early years af the nineteenth ¢ \$ rampant 
in the Gulf, and the vessels of the Indian Marine were ¢ ad 
arduous stragule with the Amb pirates who infested its southern coasts. ‘This 
Conflict, whieh was conducted entively by British ageney and means, without an 











ielp from the Persian Gr 





nivient, resulted in the estublishy 
with the ovity of the Arab Chiefs, under whieh the 
observe perpetual peace and to refer all disputes to the British Ri Bushi 
‘Whe pur Britamnien, which Ins ever sivec, with tare exceptions, been maintai 
the issue of these armangiments and is the exclusive work of this country. Of similar 
izin were the soundings of the cliannels and the surveys of the shores of the Persian 
Gull, whieh the navigators of all nations owe to the labours of a long line of naval 
officers of the Indian service.  Duting the nineteenth century British trade acquired 
almost a monopoly of the foreign commerce of the Gulf ports. Indian Bunias from 
Shikarpar and otlier parts of Seind Haye settled in considerable numbers at Lingal, 
Bundor Abbas, Bushire, and Balitein, Before the advent of the Belgian Customs 
officials at the former ports, and to this day at Bahrein, they have farmed the Customs, 
ports and exports for the most part are conveyed to and from the Gulf 

ips, more than one Anglo-Indian Company (the “ British Indi 
*Hombay and Pers nd the glo-Arabiam and Persian Gulf”) Navin 
maintained for years a merch hetween Karachi and Bussoraly, 
touching at th whilst the rival ventures that have 
) nations have uniformly failed and been 
els of the 
ine, aud of the Russian Steam-ship Company, which maintains 
y sailings from Odessa, Before the institution of the German service the 
“§ show that 98 per cent. of the numbers and tonnage of the steamers engaged 
was under the British tla 





t of ‘Treaty relat 
Dound themselves to 































































* Two works, which would havo been invaluable for reference, have not 
preparation of this Memorandum, viz: “The Oficial Gazetteer of the Persian Gul 
Ket Trade Report on Mesopotaisia,” by Mr. Loyd. 


n available in 
‘by Mr. Lorimer, aol 
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‘The protection of the pearl fisheries, which are carried on t 
time-honoured conditions, is an important feature of Bi 
referred to in a subs 

matters of commerce. 

the last forty y 


the Arab tribes 
5 f ish policy. This 
quent portion of this Memorandum, dealing with 


unde 


ars the maintenance of fhe submarine eables of the Indo- 
Faropean ‘Telegraph Company from Fao to Jask, and of the land lines from that 
place to Karachi, has also devolved upon the Indian Government, and has tended 
to increas an aliway preponderant influence over Doth the waters and the shores 
of the Gulf, 
Latterly there has been a deliberate but necessary consolidation of our influence 
where trouble threatened or “where rivalry was feared, At 
th-wvest ex y of tle Gulf the Government, of India, under instructions 
from His Majesty's Government, linye entered into engagements, dated 1809 and 
1007, with the Sheikh of Koweit, by which he has bound himself and his successors 
not to receive the Representative of any other Power and not to alienate any 
portion of his territory to the Government or subjects of any other Powery while, 
‘on the other hand, he has granted to Hix M 
its in regard to the leasin 


the north-west 


At Bahrein a step y 
those of the local Shei 
Donelicent influe 
ive application of thi 
to meeting the increasing requirements of European, 
je the reform of the Customs administration, and the propor control 
nue, lias continued to occupy for some time the attention of the 
Government of Tndia. 
such, briefly summarized, is the position that has been won by Great Britain, 
not without the expenditure of many millions of money and the sierifice of many 
valuable Ii the Persian Gulf, "Tn its vindication this country hias moro than 
once been ny occupation of ports or islands in the Gulf, 
The [ ad by Indian forces from 1838-42, and again in 
1836-7, was held divine the latter yeurs, as also were Mohammerih and 
Aliwaz upon the Karun. ‘the occupation of theso places was an illustration of the 
uur with whieh, in past years, our ascendency has heen maintained, ‘Their 
abandonnient was a proof of the reluctance which has invariably heen displayed to 
emph or to perpetuate those responsibilities. i 4 
_ the situation of Great Britain in the Persian Gulf has been well deseribed as 
ique; for although, with the slight exception 
enjoy ed for, territorial acquisitions in those regions, she has for genicrie 
tions borne bnvdens there which no other nation has ever undertaken anywhvre, 
ex the eapacity of sovereign; she lias had duty thrust upon hor without 
dominions she has Kept the peace amongst people who are nou her subjects; lias 
patrolled, during upwards of two conturies, waters over which she hs enjoyed no 
formal lordship; has kept, in strange ports, an open door through which the traders of 
every nation might have as free access to distant markets as her own, 
If Great Britain has become, in any sense, the arbiter and guardian of the Gulf, 
snot heen through a restless ambition urging her on to the control of the waste 
plices of the earth, hut in obedience to the calls that: have been made upon her in 
the past to enforce peace between warring tribes, to give a free course to trate, to hold 


back the arm of the marauder and the oppressor, to stand hetweon the slaye-dcaler 
and his vietim. 
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ment. 
India, 
supra, 
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referred to, she has at no timo 


vide 
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POLITICAL, 





Gwaiur is an enclave on the confines of Persia and Beluchistan, which has for Mr Mur- 


over 100 years formed part of the dominions of the Sultan of Muscat, to whom it RYN 1% 




















































































































: weal A open Ti ee wis xranted by the Khan of Khelat. Tt extends for a radius of one stage (about 10 ian 
Note. —The Political Resident in the Persian Gulf aud Consul-General at Bushire, tr 16 miles ffom the town of Guadas). in thie teritory fea sation of Ole dndoe A Alas, 
‘his official gui Political Reside wlian Government 5. qua Consul-General furopean telegraph, but it has never been occupied by Great Britain, pose 
nil ‘orcign Oftice. "The cost of hisestablishment is divided between the British and Indian, Ne 10 
excheter. aay 33) 
‘Ana Consular olives the Polileal Resitent-reesives fia Majesty's commission as Consul- Novag! 
General for the Provinos of Fam, Khuvistan, and Luistat and the district of Lingaly and for Angus 
the ‘conta an ig within the dominions of Persia, He resides at 180%. 
Bushire, and receives an offce allowance of 120%. trom Foreign Office funds, Mr. Thome 
The judicial powers and jurisdiction of the Political Resident are exe virtue of gon No. 5, 
ionamin an Consl-Genernl under the Pian Const a eri ‘ Benton 
‘The Resident exercise an m Dut considerable influence upon the political alluin, No. 70, 
moro especially external, of Muse ‘Trucial States, Bahrein, and Koweit, at which plices OA 
thy Ropresentitives of the Indian Government are under him, ens 
20, 1808, 
(a.) Museat, including the Musandim Peninsula, ‘The British connection with Muscat is of long standing, ‘Treaties of Faeneaity Gover 
‘At Muscat tharw is a Political Agont appointed by the Gove of Inidia, who. also anil Commerce, as well as for the suppression of slavery, have been concluded with 

















Holds commission vs Consul, under the Koreign Office. ‘The cost of the establishine 
by Indian revenue 


successi 
c 








fe Imams of Museat on different occasions since 1798, In that year the first! 

was entered into between the Kast India Company and Saiyid Sultan for 
exclusion from his territories of French influence, which contemplated finding in 
Muscat a convenient basis of attack upon India in the war th 
Groat Britain and France. At a later date, on the death of Sai 
dispnite arose between his tivo sons as to the 
hud hitherto been united under the sume Ruler. 



















Neitlior the coast-line nor the hinterland of the domini 
Muscat has ever been delimitated or necurately ascertained. 

In the British Counter-Case, presented to The Hague Tribunal in the Muscat 
Dhows Avbitration in 19 s stated that the southern limit on tho coast-line of 
Arabia reached by the dominions is near Ras Sair or Saji, At Rakhiout 
7 15! south by 58° 25’ east), a place near this point, the Sultan’s Vali has built 
A fort, 

From Rakhiout up to the town of Muscat, the coastline is conti 
admittedly under the sovereignty of the Sultan of Muscat. North and west of the 

ine is under the undoubted dominion of the Sul 
nis authority over the coast-line north 
of this point-as far as Ras Dibba, as heing part of the’ territories of the Jowasn 
tribe. ormany years this district—yhich is known as the Batineh coast—hay been 
rexcarded as foudatory: of the Sheikh of Shi and tn coast itself as subject to the 
Maritime ‘Uruce whieh will be mentioned liereatter. his territory has never been 
Under the sovereignty of the Sultin of Muscat, and it fs admitted in the Krench Case 
in the Museat Dilows Arbitration that it is under the government of the Slieikh of 
the Jowasmi, residing at Ras-ol-Khoin 

‘Phe following passage whieh « 
His ML 





ns of the Sultan of 







































ously and (5; eq 
in rian for Agreements concerning the suppression of the Slaye ‘rade, suc 
concluded with the Rulers both of Muscat and Zanvibar, undertook to relieve the 
latter of this payment, which has since that date heen made by the Government of 
India almost without int to the reigning Sultan of Muscat, ‘The Sultan 
to receive this subsidy “so long as hie continued faithfully to fulfil his ‘reaty 
ents, and manifest his friendship towards the British Government.’ Tt 
indeed, that since the time of Saiyid Said no Sultan of Museat has been able 
y to establish his position without obtaining the recognition of tho British 
igliout this period the Government of India have on soveral 

ions heen called upon to intervene in the dynastic disputes of tho Muscat State 
nts or pretenders have heen interned in India, have been prevented from 





nmont, 
fully, 



































































itutes an 





int admission on thie part of 






















jesty’s Goverument, isn verbatin extract from the British Counter-Case above atticking a reigning Sultan, have been given allowances, and have been oth f 
referred to: trated with marks of wise and beneficent intei ‘Dlus, in 1874, in 1877, 1883, 











i, 1885, 1890, and aga 
Sultan valuable and effcet 

This catalogue of sery 
Rulers of Mu 





From Ras Dibba to ‘Dibba (tibat) the eo: the promontory 
Musuidin is claimed by the Sultan of Muscat, who has certainly before and sin 
1564 exorcised authority’ on that coast by and in other ways; and his right 
on the coast ave recoxnized by the Sheikh of Shargah and the Jowasm 


A detailed secount of the territory in question, whieh compr 
and the Maklib Tsthiius. is contained in w letter from the Political 2 
dated the 2nd July, 1902, A Minute by Lord Curzor 
‘also deals with the question. Major Cox expressed the view that the Sultan’s jurisdie~ 
tion was of so uncertain and ineffective a character that it would be open to His 
Majesty’s Government either to, recognize or to. ignore its existence, as might be 
found most c but Mr. Lorimer, who made inyestigations on the. spot, 
controverted this view, | ‘The passage quoted finally disposes of all future ambiguity 
as to territorial jurisiiction, 

‘tie predecessors of the present Sultan occupied territory for a good many y 
2 ep Othe Persian coast from Bunder Abbas to Lingah with the Island of Kishm, under 
fuiateeret a Birman of the Shak of Persia, to whom thes paid rent or tribute. Tn 1855 a lease 
March,” for (wenty years was granted at an annual rent. In 1868 @ now ar ngement was 
In male for seven years, also at a rent, but, on the occasion of civil war in Muscat in 
fosmed, 1865, the Shah cancelled the lease, under powers given by the Convention, and 

wstnied oeoupation of the territory in question. 





iesty’s Government. 
nance of stable government, 
es rendered by the British Government to successive 
‘d_notably to the present occupant of the throne, the annual 
payment of a subsidy contingent upon the loyal fullilment of ‘Mreaty obligations, and 
tlic history of the influence thereby ed by Great Britain for a perioil of ‘ove 
half a century upon the fortunes of the Stite, at once explain and justify the existence 
of 8 positive political predominance on the part of Groat Britain, thi is shared by 
1 other Power in the affairs of Muscat. While not compromising the indeponden 
of its Sovervign, which both the British and. Preuch Governments have reciprocally 
Hound themselves, by a declaration made in the year 1862, to respect, this condition 
of allairs has yet been the inevitable outcome of the pliysical situation of the country, 
of shores of India, andl of its close proximity to the waters of the 
h British interests, political and commercial, have exereised so 
‘an influence, 


a forded the 











































phinstone Tnlet 
nt at Muscat, 
dated the 6th October, 1902, 
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* (1) There was an intermission in 1888-90, consey 
Pending the recoguition of his successor. 
(2) The ery short internsision. from Mecember 189% to September 1899, pendiiys the sottlos 
‘eevt of unpaid balances of indeaunit bof losses to British subyects during: Abdullal-bin-Saleh’s 
wd of two loans, (ritish Coun Section VIL.) 





death of Sultan Sayyid Turki, and 
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five-sixths of the entire trade of the country; that the latter is almost exclusively 
in the hands of Indian traders, who are British subjects; that the commerce an} 
interests of any other country aro relatively insignificant; that the share of the 
trade enjoyed by the three other Powers with whom Museat has direct Treaty 
relations, viz, America, France, and Holland,® amounts, if added together, to log 
than one-seventeenth of the entire trae of the country. 

‘The relations of amity which have heen above recorded culminated in 1891 in 
an Agreement voluntarily entered into hy Seyyid Feysal-bin-Turki, G.C.LE., the 
present Sultan, following’ immediately upon the conclusion of a new Comme 
Treaty between Great Britain and Muscat, by which he undertook never to este, 
to sell, to mortgage, or otherwise give for occupation, save to the British Govern. 
ment, the dominions of nd Oman orany of their dependencies, 

Tn 1894 a Brench Vi sitl_ was appointed at Muscat, and this offi 
first aim to alienate the sympathy of the Sul 





Declaration be required to dismiss a particular adviser mnst 
of the ease, itis hardly compatible with the independ. 
compelled to accept Ministers and advisers who are accep 








depend on the speci 
of Muscat that the Sultan should be 
able to the British Goyernment. 


(Signed) RICHARD E. WHRSTER, 
ROBERT B, FINLAY, 


al ciroumstances 


















































hy Her Majesty's 
rance the view 


















maile it 
‘an from Great Britain. ‘The 











public accepted the British videnritisn 















thy ri reading tat neither State might accept any cession Counters 
action of France was believed to he inspi large extent by Russia, who was asilehee reed that France should te. free ty Gray Sls 
credited with designs of an aggressive naval policy in the Gulf, Tt would be tedious erable cat Blows 


fo retail the circumstances under which this 


that matters reached a crisi 





action was exerted, Suffice it to say 
in 1899, when it tre mspired that an Agreement had been 
concluded with the French Government, in March of the preceding year, for the 
Jeaso of a coaling station at Bunder Gissch, a place 5 miles south-east of Muscat, 
‘iction was held to constitute a violation of the Agreement of 1801 wi 


‘is those granted to Great Britain, 
established in Muscat Harbour on a 
reat Britain for the purpose, ‘Tho 
n_Was to. prevent: a lease or cession of territory to 
Declaration of 1862, which would otherwise have 
Tn other words, the British protest, so far from being a breach of thet 
h Government, prevented its breach by France: 


Arbitration, 




















ih 













breach of other Treaty stipulations, and of personal 
nito by the Sultan, a Memorandum. was presented to him 
on the rd Februiry, 1899, by the Government of Tndia, which, after recapitulating 
nents of the Sultans of Museat to Her Majesty's Government, and the 

ess and of material support alfordéed to them, particularly in 
hooking the attacks of hostile tribes on Museat, made the following’ demands pon 
the Sul 



















Grant of Hrench flags to Muscat Diows, 


















France his always refused to permit the exercise by ¢ of any other 
Power of the droit de visite on the high ships carrying the French 
thas, and, by only partially. ratilying the Brussels General Act in 189% sho preserved 


this claim fo resist the tight of search, 


The Frene 


















(@.) The abrogation of a cession of a picee of territory for a coaling station 
mee (fo whieh he had agreed without the knowledge of Her Maje 
Governmant), 
(1.) The disinissal of a confidential adviser, Abdul A: 
inimical to British interests. 
(c.) Payment of interest on certain sums du 
(di) Cessation of fie levy of taxes on Bri 
with his roaty engagemen ; 
(c.) Mhe issue of orders to his subjects for the exclusive use of the Muscat 
flag. 











Madagascar, and the Comoros have. granted, 
from time to time, French ships’ papers and flags fo subjects of the Sultan of Muscat, 
gid the same course Imy been taken by the Trench Consuls at, Aden: Muscat, and 
fanzibar, | Most of tho Omanis who this received Freneh papers belonact ae 
district: of Jalani and the town of Sur, within Muscat, tort ‘These men wore 
Reither of Brench nationslity nor naturalization; they had no authovity from. the 
Sultan to change their alle » and they hid no permanent residence of settlement 


jn Froneh tervitory, but monly paid fleetin sto for the purpose of renew ine 
their licences, , 


Many of these flagholders 
the waters and territory of Museat, they clain 

an] or search their vessels, or to exercise any jurisiiction over them, aad. tht they 
Naeigntitled to be treated ax French protégés, and to ho oxompt from hits Innes oy 
customs, quarantine, and other matters 
‘The Sultan of Muscat never admitted that the grant of French flags or pay 
Sas warranted by ‘Treaty or usage, and made: repeated prote 
appealed to His Majesty's Governme 
to the French Government. 












who was notoriously 












as an indemnity to British subjects, 
i subjects which were not compatible 






























geil in tlie Sh 









‘Trade, Moreover, on re 


Under threat of foree the Sult that the Sultan was not entitl 


to the French Consul de 

as Brench Agent, 

About this time the opin 

cortain aspects of the Anglo-French Deckution of 1862, 

Hranee to respect the independence of the Sultan of M 
hoy expressed themselves ts follows: — 





1 formally complied with the 
to teevive Abdul Aziz (who was the 


terms, and wrote 
Consul’s Munshi) 


















n of the Law Officers of the Crown, 













at. 






ors 
ts on the subject, Ho 
, who on several oceasions made representations 



































“1, ‘The Declaration of 180: not in our o n require the British ernment to 
eS ear a Taner peta Hea ong (ax that influence is not _ctinally, it was decided that the whole question of the grant of French flags to 
cect ty way aeonniont ih the anpendaney oF dylcets of the Sultan should be submitted to the arbitration of the Internati as 
Wo think that the Britis (ih Court at ‘the Hague 
























‘v panticulay Sultan sho b ‘M ‘The following two points were submitted to the decision of the ‘Tribunal, which 
AMeEleGe latreareat theta met at ‘Ihe Hague on the 24th July, 1905 -— 
siting the ‘und does not carry with 












ervigen tor Invacl Treaty or « 
ce is not necessary, But it would be a breah of the Deca 
ular Sultan  suodessor were ant up who was not independent 
“Wo should add that, whilst the i 














(c.) The seope of the reciprocal Declaration made by Great Britain and Frmeo in 
1562 in relation to the issue by mance to subjects of the Sultan of papers authorizing 
them to fly the French flag ; sand 
«,,, (U2) the nature of the privileges and immun 
Sultan ‘who were owners or masters of dhiows and p 
niembers of the erew of such dhow: 
Which such privileges and immuni 
is said subjects, 















ies claimed by subjects of the 
possessed French papers, or were 
and their families, especially as to the manner in 
Sailecteil the jurisdiction of His Highness over 






* Tho dates of the spective Treaties are: United States of Aiuerica, 1883; France, 1844 





1977, 












An Arran, 
General of Mozaat 





respec 
que 
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‘The results of the Award may be summarized as follows :— 





France may renew the li 





icences to fly the French flag granted to owners of dhows 
before the 2nd January, 1592. But no licences given since that date are valid unless 
the grantee was a bond fide Prench protégé before 1863.° This decision will, it is 
Delieved, reduce the number of French flagholders to ten, or tivelve at the wtmost, 
Moreover, the licences in question cannot be transmitted or transferred to any other 
dhow, even if belonging to the same owner. hus it would appear that if ono of the 
licensed dhows were to be lost or disable, the owner, in order to obtain a new licence, 
| must prove that he comes mder the category of those who were bond fide Hrench 
protéats before 1863. Such protégés must now be scarce, and the numbor of French 




























flagholders should, in the course of a few years, be reduced to vanishing point. 
Muscat Customs. 
Adininistra- ‘The administration of the Muscat Custom: under the direct management of 


tion Report” the local Government. In the last few years the Sul 

pon thy Te tion to profit. by Western, ideas, and there is 
i 

sian ( aD Ye v 

Politival progress will ultimately be made in the ma 

Resideney system 1 

and Mustat Gustoms 

Political 


Aveney for prevent him from doin 





an has shown a ready inclina- 
every reason to hone that enlightened 
tter of the Customs, At present the 
y which sudden calls on the State Exchequer are met by drafts upon the 
uperintendent: ss tiable to place that offi in frequent difficulties, and to 

full justi 
























1 004, 
Letter from ‘The Sur Customs should be an important factor in the Sultan's revenue, but the 
Political Mreneh flag question made it impossible for some time for the Ruler of Muscat to 


Meth jo bring the administration of sur to that state of reasonable efficiency which its 


Tisilenuin iMportince as a trade emporium demand 
Persian ‘Phe Gwadur Customs, too, wre a source of annoyance to the Sultan. Hyer since 
Gull, Noo the late Khoj contractor was ousted from the Customs farm, and the collection of 
Ait’ customs dues resumed by the Sultan, constant: dissensions have oceurred hetween the 
1, tmerewntile community and Customs officials regarding the tariff. 
ile, For many years the Indian Government have bven desirous of placing the 
Hobriany — Museat Customs under the superintendence of a British official. In 1905 they. 
suggested that an arrangement should he proposed to the Sultan of Muscat for the 
appointment of n British head Customs officer, Vhis official was to be nominated by 
the Indian Government and appointed by the Sultan, But, although a servant of the 
Sultan, it was to bestipuluted that, in cases of important diiferences of opinion between 
him and Tis Highness, the latter should agree to accept the friendly arbitration of 
the British Political Agent. 
Another teative of the proposal was a guarant 
revenue {0 the extent of 20,000 dollars a month. 
Circumstances were apparently favourable for su 
Sultan bad become dissaristied wiih’ his own administ 
{o disputes he was unable to obtain from that source suflicient fimds even to send 
Ho hile steamer to Zanzibar. U appeared, however, to Lord Lansdowne that any: consider: 
wt \ able change in the internal administration of Muscat would afford the Frencli Govern 
1005, ment «rounds of complunt or a pretext for a counter-move, He considered that 
an arrangement might bo made of @ less far-reaching churacter than that propose 
by the Governmont of Indias and, in any case, he thought that the matter should 
be deferred until the conclusion of the Museat arbitration, 
Thalia Onie Later in the year the Sultan apy lied to the Indian Government for a loan, and 
Novebor it was suggested that compliance with this request might afford a reason for bringing 
up the question of a reors on of the Customs, Negotiations were, however, 


25, iN, 
My tudia then in progress for carrying into effect the Muscat Arbitration Award, and Lord 








































by Todia of the Muscat Customs 
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ch an arrangement, as the 
tion of the Customs. Owing: 






















































tacidhorg, Lanstowne considered that, ponding their conelusion, it was inadvisable ¢o deal with 

108 the low on the proposed basis. He limited his approval to the grant of a small 

‘Po Tata 

Oller, ; 

Maro 20, * The year 1863 was taken as the date at which. in virtue of legislation by the Ottoman Porte, and 
sen Of the Franco Moroccan Treaty: oF that year, the creation of tiew protézés was regulated and limited, 
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M4 for the purpose of bringing about a settlement, 
@ description of the tariff, see Administration Keport 
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advance, in relief of the Sultan’s pressing financial difficulties, repayable from his 
subsidy, withont political conditions.® 
Although the Sultan had promised to borrow only from His Majesty's Govern- 
nent, advances were obtained by him from M. Goguyer (a French merchant), the 
s (Muscat subjects’, and various firms, against future payments of customs 
ust 1907 the Political Resident in the Persian Guli reported that a 
id been borrowed from M. Goguyer against the security of these dues, 
]t scemed to him a gond opportunity, for official remonstrance, unless it might be 
considered better to wait until the termination of the French Flag case. 
Whe control of the Arms Traffic may not improbably evoke a wish in some 
to internationalize the Muscat Customs Administration. It is perhaps 
fore not unfortunate that in view of the state of the Sultan's financial alTairs, 
aud the recent conclusion of the Muscat Arbitration Award negotiations, oceasion ay 
soon oecur for reviving the proposal to reorganize this Department under British 
auspi 


‘The Musandim Peninsula, 


‘he following deserip 
Curzon’s book on Persia :: 


n of the Musandim Peninsula is taken from Lord 


“ Fifteen miles from the extreme point of Ras Musindim the promontory again 
rows to an isthmus, named Maklab, not more than half a mile in width, by 
ich it is united to the mainland, On the eastern side of this isthmus a splendid 

the natives Ghubbeh Ghazireh, and by the English Mulcoln’s Inlet, 
On the western side isan even finer natural harbour, more 
coupletely Iandlocked, and providing anchorage for the lar ssc 

y Inlet. ‘The station of Khasub, at the entrance to this wonderful cove, 

efore now heen recommended (aniongst others: by Six Lewis Pelly) for 
ian Gulf, Here the 


permanent occupation by the British, as a naval base in the 
entire British fleet might safely ride at ancho 
“When the telegraph cable was first being laid to the Persian Gulf in 1864, it 


aken by what was then thought the shortest and best line from Gwadur to Cape 
) Maleolm’s Inlet, the wires were stretched across the 
Isthuus of Makiab, and re-entered tho sea in Elphinstone’s Inlet on the other side, 
Bat the drawbacks of the site if from the hot climate, the sterile neighbourhood, 
aul the suspicions of the native tribes, compelled a retreat from the course sdopted; 
‘mul, in 1869, the eable was diverted to Cape Jask and Henjam.”” 


Tn # despatch dated the 2nd May, 1901, the Government of India wrote — 


“Phe harbour of Elphinstone Tulet on the western side of the Musindim 
Promontory. possesses aulvantaxes, but we consider it less suitable (than Bissidu 
wate naval station at the mouth of the Gull, because of its 

d charactor of the aboriginal inliabitants, 

We should, however, see no objection to the hoisting of the British flag ou the 
IsMlimus of Maklab, ot necessarily with the view of ulterior occupation, but in order 


vipate seizure by auy otliee Power.” 


of the measures to be taken to prevent the occupation of the 

of this prosiontory by some otlier European Power was again raised by 
the India Office at an inter-Departmental discussion on various questions connected 
with the Persian Gulf on the 14th July, 1902. Ihe Government of India, to whom 
the Report of the Commitice was commiunicated, recommended ina despatch dated 
the 23rd October, 1902, that the British Resident in the Persian Gulf should be 
authorized to elfeet a reoceupation of the deserted telegraph buildings at Miphinstone 


* ‘The following loans have been made to the Sultan of Muscat frou Indian ev 


1902, 1,50,000_ rupees (10,0002), advanced to Sultan for purchase of yacht. 
30,000 rupees (2,000/), on condition his was tot to burnow elsew 
1206. 20,000 rupees (13), sauetioued, but appatuntly ot taken advantage of, by His Highness, 
‘These sums are tinge repaid by deductions from the Sultan's subsidy, In September 1900 (the 
Jstest inforuation received) the Lulauce due frou the Sultan to the Goveriuent of India on account of the 
abuse teas stated to Ins 49,71 raypies (via, 91,794 mupexs on account of tho advance for the yacht; 15,000 
Tupses balance die on the other two loans), 
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Inlet by hoisting the British flag and posting a Native Agent there. ‘The Admiralty, 
who were consulted by the Foreign Office, stated on the 31st January, 1903, that the 
Lords Commissioners saw no objection to the proposal. 

On the 2ist 904, the Government of India embodied in a further 
despatch the conelusio ‘ed at by the Viceroy and the Naval Commanter-in-chiet 
on the on, after Lord Cuizon’s tour in the Persian Gulf, as to the 
selection of naval positi 

Amongst other recommendations it was propased that, in order fo pre 
foreign fli being planted in the harbours of the Musandim Peninsula, Elph 
Tnlet should he reoccupied. Tt was sugzested that the hest way of effecting this 
reoecupation would he to orect a flagstalf on the isthmus whieh commands Elphinstone 
and Malcolm Thlets and on ‘Telegraph Island; in the former inlet. Tt was also 
proposed, on the advice of the Admiral, that a flagstaff should he planted on Sheep 
Island, in the anchorage of Khor Kawi, on the western side of the peninsula, w! 
not only very commodions, hut which might, it was sugzested, some day he useful as 
‘a coaling station, 

Ina Report dated December 1903 Rear Admiral At 
details of Khor Kawi:— 


son-Willes had furnislied 


“Phe Khor appears ¢ of sheltering several large cruisers besides a number 
of small craft, Is strategical position is excellent, and, in conjunction with the Islands 

Kishim, Henjam, Larak, and Hormnz, it will form a strong position for the control 
of the entrance to the Gulf. 


On the 26th November, 1904, the Viceroy reported that the flagstails kad been 


ing that the flagstnits had been erected on the sites in question, the Lords 


sionors of the Admiralty demurred to the action which had been taken, hey 
n the following terms: 


formulated their obje 


¥ Lordi cannot avlnit that the fact of 
rwoccupy Toogeaphy Usa ly pacing there aN 
Nel to sii su 
‘on th musi ‘ 

“Min oniginal: props wits sta ply a ease of roverting to w state of things which had previously 
oxisted without question, to the rental of which there was a reasonable: answer in. the event of 

ions Doing rain hy Kiropwoan Poyters, and in whieh there gould te nio question of territorial 
Cxpansion, as the soso isla i nothing Unita tock. As rexants the other fiat 

jai ny Lan lt tha 

sxpnsion, iU not op’ nuwait ROL 


he proposal to 
of a British Mag can be 
eo in te propased further distribution of agstatts iv the 


Tn view of this expres the question was submitted to the © 
mittee of Imp el to the Goyer 
Tdi ina despateh dated th mi. Tt was to the effect that the hoisting 
was open to the objection thit it would not confer upon this country 
ts in the plices selected, unless it were accompanied by a spec 
te or annexation. On. the other hand, an open asse 
her Powers, and give rise to 
political complication y nment preferred to adhere to the alterna 
tive method of making it clear that they would not tolerate pation by any 
forsign Power of any port or temitory in’ the Persian Gulf, and, in this conne 
attention was directed fo Lord Lansilowne’s declaration, made in the House of Lords 
Sth May, 1903, that “ve should regard the estiblishment of a naval nse or of 
port in the Persian Gulf by any other Power as a very reat menace to 
Uritish interests, and we should certainly resist it with all the means at our disposal.” 
In these circumstances, is Majesty’s Government had arrived at the conclusion that 
the flagstafts on Sheep Island aud the Makhih Isthinus should be abandoned, while, 
in view of the result of Mr. Lorimer's receut inquiries, whic 
claim of the Sultan of Muscat to sovere over the terri ion, the 
Goyernmont of Tndia were requested to. furnish their views as to the maintenance of 
the flagstail on ‘Volegraph Island, which had heen the site of the oviginal cable station. 
oi Thai replied in their despatch of the 26th September, 1907, 
i mnstanees, havi 
influence in the Gulf, and for a telegraph 
nd as neither the Sultan of Muscat nor any foreign Power had over 
n to its existenee, it seemed very improl 


that the flaystatt 
to the German 
Tine to the east ; 


17 
complications would arise from its maintenance in the future, ‘The Government. of 
in already given it as their opinion that the erection of the flagstaft could not 
jw reganled as contravening, in any way, the provisions of the Treaty of 1862, which 
binds both England and France not to trench on the independence of the Sultan of 
Musert; and, in these circumstances, they recommended that no action should he 
taken beyond merely leaving the flagstaif on Telegraph Island where it was, No 
decision has yet been arrived at on this recommendation, ‘The flagstaifs on Sheep 
Jsjand and Maklab Isthmus were actually removed in October 190! 
Tn October 1907 an Inter-Departmental Committ 
from the Admiralty and representatives of the Foreign Office and India Office, was 
convened to report on the feasibility of the Germans securing an outlet for the Bagdad 
jailway on the Persian Gulf independently of British co-operation, ‘The Committee 
formed’ the opinion that such a consummation was feasible, and they conchided their 
tin the following terms:— 


insula (where t 
hm and Henjain,” 


‘he Admiraliy stated, in a letter dated the 9th November, 1907, that “ther 
Toniships concur in the Report of the C 
naval standpoint, it is most desirable that offect should be given at once to the Come 
uttee's particular recommendations relating to tho steps to be taken by Hi 
Govermuent in the establishment of a definite position .... at the 
the Persian Gulf.” 
The Government of India suggested in their despatch of the 24st Jan 
that it might be found desirable to erect a lighthou: 
Further correspondence on the subject took place in the courso of the y 
was forwarded to the Foreign Office in the India OMieo letter of the 20th September 
14)1, It appearod that the Government of India were of opinion that the light n 
Jur placed either on the { Cape Musandim or on one of the islands 
tle Quoins that are situated at a little distance from it; they considered: that there 
ver il advantaxes in placing the light upon a point of the peninsula, and they 
were necoril isposed to prefer this locality, ‘The British India Steam Navigation 
‘ subject, exp ow that a lighthou 
Husandim Pestinsitla would he of considerable help to shipping. 
ould be constructed on Cape Musandim rather than on 
vidled that th ‘uth of the point would not render 
ng up the Gulf. 

On the 2st September, 1904, the Viecroy telegraphed to inquire whether it 

Hd he possible to secure the sei of ain expert through ‘Trinity House to 

eme and also to report on tlie general question of the lighting of the 

‘his telegram was referred to the Foreign Office for Lord Lansdowne’s 

ms, but action appears to have heen suspended upon it until the question 

Of the flagstafis at Musandim had been settled, and, as the ultimate decision in 

nginl to the latter was that they should he removed, the lighthouse question 
Appears to have been allowed to drop. 

‘the erection of a lighthouse might be of considerable service, both nautical and 
at \usandim. With regard to the erection of lights and the improvement of 
in general, the British Resident in the Persian Gulf lias expressed the view 

their utilitarian aspect, they would undoubtedly do much to 
already preslominant position. The subject will be reverted to in 

Memorandum (see p. 50). 

zlithouse is built at Musandim a wireless felegrapl 

le established, ‘This would be of much ailvantage to pass for punposes 
of signalling, and it is worthy of consideration whether similar stations should not be 
Stablished at Bassidu, Bahrein, and on Kubbar Isind near Koweit, and wireless 
installations supplied to His Majesty's ships in the Persian Gull, with a view to the 
fasier and more effective suppression of piracy. 
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ir Arnold) Kemball writing in 1845 remarked :— 


‘pon the success of the pearl-fishing and the profits of the carrying trade which 
zs into operation must depend the means of obta’ning the positive necessaries 
and those trif_ing luxuries desirable toan Arab, It is needless to observe 

ly their own condition, and, by an easily deduced corollary, the safoty 








of the Gulf, might be affected by the failure of a single season. Hence the 
attended with great expense which has been devoted by our 
maintenance of perfect tranquillity and security on the pearl 
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ibes of the Persian Gulf, Colonel Pelly, 


ish Re as follows:— 


ese tribes are mainly dependent for subsistence upon the 
p they s little territory. As to the pearl banks, 
held in common by the tribes, and thousands of boats collect there during 
g season to keep the peace. . .. Men must export what they can produce 
if men situate like these Arabs do 
turn pirates or starve.” 





ident, wrot 
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ty in Rebraary 1806, binding them to respect the flax aud 








‘on their coast. 





assist vessels, tone 
without reference to the W: 
‘Vhe spread of the Wahabees in Oman soon threatened the Ru 
destruction, and the British Government determined to support 
fleots as the only means of preserving the 

force way dispatched in 1809, which took as-el-Kheimah and other plu 
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effect upon the British Government, and as long as they are faitlifully observed by the 
Chiofs there is no fear that any one will be allowed to tamper with your rights or 
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n continue to ® these 
s and of your families, and the present condition 
We were here before any other Power in modern times 
its face in these waters. We found strife, and we haye created order, It 
commerce as well ax your security that threatened and called for 
Y port along’ these cousts the subjects of the King of England 

pani trade: ‘The great Empire of India, whieh it is our duty, to defend, lies 
gates. We saved you from extinction at the hands of your neighbours, 
these seas to the siiips of all nations, and enabled their flags to fly in 
We haye not seized or lield your tervitory, We have not destroyed your 
lence, but have preserved it. “We are not now going to throw away’ this 
nd triumphant enterprise; we shall not wipe out the most 

waters must still be maintained ; your 

nd the influence of the British Govern 










































(c.) Bahrein, 





variously 








d, appear to have been subject to Chiefs of their own race, thoug 

island fell into the possession of the Portuguese, who 
ntually deprived of it by a dependent Sheikh of Nejd. During part of the 29, 
euth celtury, and for twenty-tive years in the latter half of the eight 
paid tribuie t the Shah of Persia, 














ia began to wane, and the petty Chiefs of the Gulf, whose 


had been controlled by the strong liand of Nadir Shah and his immediate 





Successors, were soon involved in contests for superiority. 
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A section of the Arab tribe of Uttoobees, which had already beer settled at Zobara 
for some years, and had increased so rapidly in wealth and power as to be iy 
independent, took advantage of the disturbed state of affairs to attack Bahrein in 
1782, In the follo accomplished the subjugation of the island. of 
which, und ve retained possession ever since. 

, the influence of Muscat had been 
ance of the Beglerbez of Fars, the Imam 
id the deportation 



























to make overt Wahiabees, and in 1801 b 





to th 





their aid 
















‘Nhe influence of Syed Sultan proved, indeed, on his death fo have been no more 
than personal; the aseendeney in the Gulf was left with the Wahabees, and the 
Uttoobces, no less than the’ other Chiefs of the Littoral, were for some years 





completely under their control, In, 1805, however, they tired of their al 
and were also disinclined to share in the 
systematically encouraged. ‘Their Sheikhs accordingly inquired from the Br 
Resident in| if they retire mainland, and withheld 
their allegiance from the Walabees, the Brit nment would supply them 
with a vessel or tivo, $0 -ag to enable them to remain undisturbed at Babrein, 'Yhe 
Resident recommended that the request should be granted, but the Bombay Govern. 
ment declined to interfere in the matter. 

In, 1815 the Imam of Muscat attacked the island, but was repulsed with 
great loss 

At thi 











in the Gulf whethe 

















time the Uttoobees hind so 

oeourage pirates to resort to their ports, t 

In 1820 General Keir negotiated a Treaty with the brother Chiefs Suliman and 

» then ruled over the island, stipulating that every possible discoura: 

Should be wiven to pirates, and admitting them to the benefit of the general ‘2 
‘with tho friendly Arabs, concluded about the same time. 

Tn 1822 an Agreement was m 

the Prince of Shiraz, recc 





ar departed from their former policy as to 
oriler to dispose of their plunder. 


















aty 














Hombay, and letters were written to the Pri 

nouneing the reeall of Cap 
vow the ‘Meaty, but Mi. G. 
yoported that 


did the Tndian 
entative at 





“Miva Bang, Anhie, who had been deputed to Court to obtain the ratification 
of the Meaty, did not meet with a favourable reception; and Iis Majesty the Shi 
Whilst refusing his accordance to the stipulations, expressed his displeasure that the 

ve entered into any engagements with the British Govern- 
ment without his knowledge and injunctions.” 


‘The ‘Iveaty was therefore not ratified ¢i 
of India. ‘This isan important point, sinee as 
Dased their claim to Bahrein on the Treaty of 1s 

In 1824 the British Government 
the kindred Nouse of Rahmal-bin-Jaubir of Der 

In the following year Suliman died, and was s 
the latter's uncle, Abdulla, managed to. retain all re: 
Tam of Muscat was in favour of active interver 
Governor of Bombay warned him of the evi 
Jnut his advice proveil unavailing, As, howey 
tothe common enemy, the Imim was utterly ronted, and the Uttoobees, elated by 
success, took the initiative, and protested their unwillingnes ree to any terms of 
peace which were not guaranteed by the British Goverament ; finally, in 1831, the 
esultory warfare which hind ensued fizzled ont from inanition, 

Tn 1839), on the irruption of the Egyptian army into Nejd, Sheikh Abdulla won 
over the Commander, by the promise of an annual tribute, to ‘udertake that he would 
not enersach on Balrein, ‘The British Government, who at this time were watching 
with the progress of the Egyptian troops, expostulated with the Sheikh oa 
the way in whieh he vificing his indepenstence ; he admitted, in answer, that 
Le would be prepared to drop all fusther connection with the Egyptian Pasha and 
‘“ayow himself a dependant of Great Britain,” in return for a guarantee of protection. 
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diated with success between Babrei and 
Mm. 









ed by his son Khalifa, but 
1 power in his own hands, 
ion on hehalf of Khalifa; the 
which would flow from such a step, 
Khalifa was prompt in his opposition 
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‘The speedy withdrawal of the 

tions on this subject unnecessary 

‘The dissensions amongst the various members of the ruling family of Babrein 

F this time reached such a pitch as to give the greatest cause of anxiety for the 

of the Gulf. Khalifa died in 1834, and was succeeded hy his son, Mahomed, 

Between the latter and his great-uncle, Sheikh Abdulla, there had always been 

jealousy, and in a short. time civil war broke out, and finally led to the discomfiture 
of Abdulla and his expulsion from the island, 

In 1545 the British Government exerted their influence ab Bahrein, when they 

ed to the interference of Persia, and ordered the exiled Sheikh Abdulla to 
n from disturbing the peace of the Gulf. 
In 1817 the ruling Sheikh, Mahomed-bin-Khalifa, offered allegiance to Great 
Tiitain, whieh, however, was refused, though he was assured of the continuance of the 
gond-will and friendship of the British Government, 

Tn 1818 Abdulla died, but the feud with the Khalifa family was vigorously 
maintained by his son, Mahomed-bin-Abdulla; and the history of the period which 
intervened up to the time (1859) that the latter was declared a public enemy and 

by the Government of India in the fort of Assurghur, resembles in every 
of preceling days, Piratical ontrages were frequent; tho 
dent's advice was asked only to he disregarded ; agreements were broken as soon 
as made; trade languished; the common people were oppressed; the Wahabeos, 
eyed on by a s ambition, aided and abetted Maliomed-bin-Abdulla; and, 
was imminent, the British Government were 

compelled to expel the is asylum at Demaum, 

Shortly afterwards the ruling Sheikh, on being remonstrated with on account of 
cortain lawless acts, declared his allegiance first to Persia, und afterwards fo ‘Durkey, 
He was compelled by the British Resident to raise the blockade of the Wahabee por 
which he had instituted, and, in 1861, a Perpetual ‘Treaty of Peace and Friendship 
was concluded with him. By this the engagements entered into in 1820 were declared. 
to be valid and in force, the Chief ss “Tudependent Ruler of Bahrein” honnd 
himself to abstain from prosecuting war, piracy, and -y by sea, and the British 
Government on their part engaged to maintain the security of his territory against, 
forvign ager 

Her Maj ent, haying concluded thi 
independent ruler il the Persian Governme 
refused fo coneny in a propo 
should he tra 
Minister at 
of the Shei 


ptian army from Nejd made any further negotia- 
























absta 






veun ‘Vreaty with the Sheikh as an 
of what: had taken place, and 
al made by the Shah that the sovereignty of Balrein 
ferred to the Persian Crown. Sir H. Rawlinson, then Her Majesty's 
din forcible terms hiow indispensable the maintenance 

(of Persia) was to the succosslul working of those plans 

en at so much pains and 


expense to ¢ 
Tn 1868, in © 

ed the pirati 

ion against the offending Chiefs, and a nayal demonstration took plice, 


nsequence of the intrigues of the Persian Government, who had 


1 faction, it was necessary for the Indian Government to take 
Tn November 1869 further measures Ind to be adopted, two of the Chie 
incarcerated in an India ss, nd, finally, Esa-bin-Ali, ‘a member of the 
family, wasinstalled as ruling Sheikh of Bahrein, and has remained in power ¢ 

in 1870 the Government of India wrote a full despatch reviewing the history of 
tle islind and emphasizing the importance of allowing no Persian claims to 
Sovercignty fo pass without firm remonstrance The Duke of Argyll, then Her 
Majesty's Principal Secretary of Sts coneurred in this view. 

In the autumn of 1871, during the progress of the ‘Turkish expedition against 


Nee the murder of ‘Turkish messenger by order of the Chief of Bahrei 


S70. Ab the request of Her Majesty's Ambassador, the Ottoman 

Affairs eventually repeated the verbal assumances, formerly given by Aali 

that the Porte did not entes w intention of obtaining supremaey over Bali 

Muscat, or the independent tribes of Southern Arabia, nor contemplate any attack 

upon them, (Vide No, 899 of the 1th No 
Ih Octoher 1873 a question arose regarding the enforced en 

of Bahrein iito the Turkish Army, A note was accord 

Ambassador on the Mth April, S74, wh 

to previous communications, di 


istment of nat 
y addressed to the Vurkish 
ch after drawing his Bxcelleney’s attention 
tly stated that Her Majesty's Government did not 


Mr Hertae 
Tov. Memo- 
ulin of 


1868, 


1869. 









to consider Babrein as part of the Ottoman Dominions, and 
ied to British Consuls in Turkey for protection, the 
es on behalf of such persons. 

Ambassador at Constantinople was instruc 
ish coal depot at 

Iso taken by the 
kh of Bahrein, in the event of the 
eof the British Political Resident 








latter could not refuse the 
Tn dune 1879 the Briti 

tions respecting a reported proposal to. establi 

he Porte to disavow the 

im order to induee the Sh 

, to act upon the 

















Tndian Government 
ing made to hi 





An attempt was actually made in 1580 by a Turkish vessel to establish a coaling 
n at Bahrein, but was frustrated by the Sheikh, who refused permission for the 


hieikh was indu 





‘As a result of th 
the British Government by which he undertook to abstain from e 
with any other Power, and to ref 
os or coaling depots on his t 
in 1588-9 the Wurkish clai 
Ottoman Government were 
De opposed by force (vide de 
of the Lith April, 1885, to Sir W. White), 
‘A question of British protectis 
the restitution of taxes le 
the Porte that, Buhroin be 
(init Durkish interterenc 


ed to conclude a Treaty w 
ering into negotia- 
permission to any other Gover 











was reasserted and refuted. 
ny attempt to land on the 
the 26th January, 1888, and > 








patches No, 15 0 





arose in 1892 over 
nd Her Majesty's Ambass 


on over Balirei 
dat Bussorah, 











with the natives of the is! 















of Turkish troops was again apprehended in. 1892, but the Porte was 
ish ships would oppose any such attempt. 

naile with the Chief 
coneliision of ‘reaties with foreign Powers, (2) re 
cession of torr 




















of British protection of Bahreines 
, anid Her Majesty's Gover 
their good ofl 











¥ Representatives to giv to Babreiuese applying for them, 
and the Porte was subsequently informed that Her Majesty's Government would 


extend their protection to them whene 





there was occasion, 
































ikh, a settlement, 
wd themselves at Zobara, on the El Katr coast, under 
esty’s Government stated in 
diction on the: 
‘in, which is under the 


Tn 1895 we forcibly diy 
Jeontents who had establis 
‘he Turks protesied, but Her Ma 
did not recognize Turkish j 
must repeat once more that all Turkish claims to Balu 
protection of the Queen of England, are totally inadmissible,” 








reply that “thi 





‘Phe intervention of British Consuls in Turkey on behalf of Bahreinese was again 
insisted upon in 1896. 


















In 1895 the Indian Government formally recognized Sheikh Hamed as successor 
designate to the Chivfship of the 











In 1900 a British Agent, Mr, Gaskin, was stationed at Bahrein instead of the 
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native representative, Tn January 1905 the Government of India appointed Captain 
Prideaux, an officer of the regilar political service, to succeed Mr. Gaskin, who 
was of lower official status. Subsequently, they conferred upon Captain Prideaux 
tl personal and local rank of Politi An assistant surgeon _was also 
appointed at this time, and, in addition to attending on the s staff, he is in 
charge of a hospital, recently erceted at the cost of certain British Indian merchants, 
commemoration of Her late Majesty Queen Victoria; a guard, consisting of four 
officers and twenty-four sepoys, was stationed md; and a launch was 
provided to enable the Agent to visit the outlying portions of his charge, and for 
service in the suppression of piracy in the shallower water which a British gun-boat 
cannot reach, ‘Ihe use of the launch will confirm our title to poliee the pearl banks. 

‘The reason for these measures was explained by the Government of India in a 
despatch dated the 21st April, 1904 :— 

































‘The protection of the British Government: had converted the island from a scene 
of chronic external aggression and intestine feud into a relatively peaceful and 
flourishing centre of industry and ¢ + but, seenre in the gratuitous enjoyment 
of the benefits thus conferred upon him, and oblivious of the past vicissitudes of the 
Klwlifa family, the Chief had been induced, by the very moderation of the Br 

ent, fo the belief that lis relations with them were of a kind involving no 
responding obligations on his part, ‘The incorrectness of the Sheikh’s attitude had 
hocn conspicuously noticeable in connection with the question of the Customs 
revenues (a point dealt with under a separate heading of this Memorandum), ‘The 
Government of India were not then account to have recourse to 
coercive measures, in. the hope that the o y would be eifected by mi 
which, if slower, might not prove less el apprehended that the Sheikh 
would not be slow to recognize the significance of tle means in question, and that a 
suitable officer would be able to bring pressure to bear in connection with the 
Customs qt from al 
interest, the ne 




























































ly como into 
1 trader on 


‘The expectations of the Government of India as to the reformation of the Sheikh 
wer unfortunately destined to be disappointed, and his incapacity as a Ruler found 
concrete expression in disturbances which took place in Noyember 1004, when a 
German clerk was assaulted and several Persians were wounded, 

In the case of the Germa sult of the action of the British Agent, full 
compensation was paid and condign punishment publicly inflicted. As to th 
tho Sheikh remained obdurate, and a naval demonstration took place, 4 
randun of demands—incluling payment of a fine, the banisiment of curtain 
individuals, the formation of a guard for the bazaar, and an admission that. suklra, of 
forced latonr, should not he imposed on foreigners—was presented to the Sheikh, and 
Acer ptanee of it was enforced. 




































mbassador communicated a pr 
ting that, as French citizens hnd established 
at Balirein for the purpose of pearl-fishing, the jurisdiction of the French 
nsul at Busliire should be extended to that island, 


On the 27th July, 1904, the Fre 
Memorandum to Lord Lansdowne, sug 
thesnse' 


View-C 
















The India Office were disposed to agree to the proposal, provided the French 

nsul addressed his tations to the British Political Agent, On this 

Government of India stated that they would only reeognize the French 
ul'at Bushire as Vice-Consul f (Balrein) on the el tan 
ing (1) that his exequat ined from His Majesty’s Government 5 (2) that hi 
distlings be with the British Political Officer alone; (8) that he should nequire no 
extraterritorial ju ‘he Government of India furtlir stated thit they 
preferred postpone: until our position as regards the pearling 
Inks had been established, especially as it had been raised in connection with 
‘ie proposed pearling enterprise of the French, to which the Arabs objected, ‘he 
2K 
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Political Resident in the Persian Gulf stated that, subject to the conditions suggested shores of the Persian Gulf. He also extends 
by the India Office, the appointment would perhaps be a useful recognition of our in an 





f 's gootl offices® to Enropean foreigners 
disputes between them and the Chief of Bahrein or his subjects, 












h i i u Next, he holds a Court, composed of himself und a representative of the Chief, 
ritish Protectorate over Bubrein; and he should for this reason lave 2 Court, comps i ‘arepre ‘ j 
eee eaptanes if the motive had not been the admitted lesire of French for the trial of cases in which the accused is a Bahrein subject or a foreigner who 
merchants to gain access to the pearl fisheries. prefers not to invoke British good offices, and the other party is a British or foreign 
‘Nhe Government of India were of opinion that the best solution was to drop the subject who does so. 


question, and this seems to have been done. 


Balirein Customs. 


issues bills of health, signs marine protests, 


nd legalizes 
atures on behalf of Britis 


Indian subjects, Strictly speaking, however, he has 





1 of the Customs at Bahrein, which is a minor centre of the arms 





















oe Cee SEOs oh anetithel Government no legal authority for undertaking these latter duties, 
trae idevable time engaged the anxious attenti we otha viow to define and Tegulaz, the Powers exercise over British subjects 
Mhoy are at present lensed to and farmed by British-Indian Banias. by the Agent, the Politieal Itesident in the Persian Gulf has put forward the suggestion 
Bee nate Bane Resident inthe Persian Gull broached the that le sliould be appointed to be a Justice of the Peace and endowed with the Hones 
subject with the Chief, who gave Colonel Meade to understand that he would not of a District Judge in direct subordination to the High Court of Bombay. We 
renew the farmer's Tease without first communicating with him. Despite this coneur in this recommendation, but, with reference to clause 2 of ‘The Indian Foreign 
understanding, the lease was subsequently extended for a period of two years, Jurisdiction Order in Council, 1902,’ we understand that it would first be necessary 
Shortly afterwards the Sheikl again promised not to enter into any fresh contract for Bahrein to be declared by His Majesty in Council to be a territory in which 
without first informing the Resident. But in January 1900 Colonel Meade jurisdiction is exervised hy, or on behalf of, His Majesty through the Got 


roporte 8 ‘wan departed from his engagements, and had prolonged General in Council, We! would accordinsly request tha 
en Te yee ‘yeas, without previous intimation, A remonstranee Government sev no objection, the m On 
was made, and the Chi sed regret; but, nevertheless, when in 1001, at forthe exensse of juridition in Baie 
the instance of Si it wns again suggested that ‘he should employ a nt further, in view of the in ) : itor 
Pritish subject to supervise the Customs, he once more declined to accede to the shment of foreign finns and missions in 

Pea rei aeveament yy eased practical difficulties, it seems desitable. that, if 
(On the occasion of his tour in. the Persian Gulf in 1903, the Viceroy. spoke possible, in the slalus quo in the Gulf, provision should be mide in the 
seriously about the matter to the Chief, and pointed out to him the necessity of Order in oun by the Politieal Agent of 





if His Majesty's 
in Council may be passed providing 








e of foreign shipping and foreign intorest 




















fine in the existing arangements, ‘The Sheikh asked for time for reflection; » interests nave. so largely developed as to render the 
Dut this only resulted in his reasserting his unwillingness to reiress the abuses lexal duties of a Protecting Power a matter of greater intriency and 
Which Iiad ¢alled forth complaints, : : y involving perliaps, as in the ease of Zamzibar, diplomatic representations ti, 
Mie conchisions formidated on the subject by the Government of India are reign Power in His been under sole British domination since 1820, snd on 


indicated in iheiy despatch of the 21st April, 1904 





several oceasions we have had to interfere by a 0 prevent the Chiet 
of Bahrein s neighbours, or them from attack’ him, or to settle 
matters relating, tothe, Chielship spit, 1880 by a ‘eaty published for publ 
Re HnctlenBltuat formation, the Sheikh bound himself to abstain from making ‘Treaties of any sort 
a ee eran one wits i-any State or Government othor than the British, and. to tefase to pormit other 
Pettitte RL fond ind aleeagy Powers fo establish Diplonit on eoaling depots without: the 
it from the araunygement. The matter is ° 1 nt of the British Goy If constituted a sort of 
Rinaniticde ao we.are, to, the support of Sheikh Hamed, it is 8 perhaps nto maturity by the open and regular 


cat ffs thay on is wecerson he tay nd powers, more especially in the recent cases of attacks on 
‘of debt ulated by the in ian subjects in Babrein, 







“Nhe need for 
‘Who Chio!". prenent 
1 mnor 


figures 4 
100 rupees, while the 
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© question is not one wl can be allowed * eG Peay r A 
‘of is proe Fo ae ae ee eat are _ His Majesty’s Government, consider it feasible in the circumstances. to 
toon, ov eal to peer Re Ae oragecnthel Gas assume jurisdiction over foreigners in Bahrein, we would recommend that this 
pestis FEE ea Tae cr tue ici eosy should Ge done, and also that the Order in Couneil should, if possible, bo so 
Avbich the Britiah Goverinuont may reasonab ) exercise aver the Huler of those ialande.” framed as to enable the Political 





to. porto 





m the functions of a notary 





public, 





In August 1906 a further attompt was made by the Resident to induce. the 
Sheikh to intrust the collection of the ns to the Government of India fora 
specific sum, in place of farming them out to the Bania British Indian contractors Summary. 
Te declined to adopt this course, and the matter was temporarily allowed to drop. It 
iy stuewested that the real ground of the refusal is to he found in the fact that Balirein 
is the contre of a large smugeling trade, 














‘Vhe political position at Bahrein may be summarized as foilow: 





_ His Majesty’s Government have repudiated the Persian claim to sovereignty 

nine times—in 1822, 1825, 1844, 1848, 1861, 1862, 1869, 1906, and 1907, and the 

Judicial Powers exercised by the Political Agent ai Bakrein. Yurkish claim nineteen times—in 1889, 1851, 1570, 1874 (twice), 1875, 1876, 1879, 

1858, 1892 (tiie), 1803 (three times), 1895 (twice), 1896, and 1905 (twice); while in 

‘he Goyernmont of India raised this subject in their despatch of the 14th 1871 the Grand Vizier of ‘Nurkey gave a formal assurance “ that the Porte entertained 

November, 107, whieh is now under consideration, and of which the following is an no intention whatever of obtaining the supremacy over Bahrein,"* 

ates with tee ates hand, His Majesty's Government have themselves hind direct relations 

The Agent has at present the powers of a Magistrate of the Ist class, a8 ee Seibee ha eta) Enza SEN are spn agen nat Neg 

deseribed in “The Code of Criminal Procedure, 1895,” in respect of offences seine * Vie Secret deepatch trom Secretary of State, dated June 21, 1901, 
by native Indian subjects of His Majesty in the Island of Babrein and on the southert 
































chameter, and have found concrete expression in a series of Treaties concluded in 
1820, 1847, 1851 1880, and 1892, and having as their objects the 
ion of pi slave trade, thi ion to the 

in: 


demonstration took place, in 1895 to reco 
Slieikli's son as successor ate to the Chiefship, and ag: i 
to effect the punishment of offenders who had assailed German and Pers 
and to remove certain ubuses affecting public security and the welfare of foreigners. 
Moreover, in virtue of the Treaty of 1861, the British Agent has exercised important 
judicial powers in the island for over fifty years; for nearly n century the safety of 
le peart industry, of which Bahrein is the centre, has been assured by British ship 
and British, Consular protection has been regularly afforded to. Bahreinese in Turkey 
Peat eration whether the time has 
4 more definite assertion of 
British predomin 
(geo p. 15), have s 
yer foreigners 
haves 80. lar 
Protecting Power 1 
‘he question ati ely 
to evoky hostile, eo ily 
1 Powel 
tive reforms, which, carried out ander British control, 
prosperity of comme wek the trallie in arms whi 
place the revenue of the Sheikh upon amore stable footing, : 
"Vat such reforms are desirable hus boen recognized by the Government of India 
in earlier despatches; unfortunately, though steps in the right direction have beon 
taken, 110 substantial improvement has been effected singe the Native Agent was 
suceeded by a British Agent in 1900, Writing in this year, Mx, Zwemer, an 
‘an missionary resident at Babrein, asserted that :— 


ould conduce to the general 
now exists, and gradually 


sion, blackmail, and bribery are universal, and ex 
the Slave made, aglish protection lias brought about. no 
To bw protected? means licre st 
Gictution as to affairs with other 


refol 
jovernmen 


It is much to be regretted that the n 
moved abortive, and, in view of the inereasing 
Hoa esaitesine utter the Sheikh. should not. be offered « large subs 
Tor the customs, which, under British control, would, no doubt, give a 
Yield, [tis eminently desirable in the interests of the island that the finance 
ho veformed, in order that certain public works, «nd more espe 
dation and the construction of a pier, may be undertaken, 
trade on any considerable seale is largely dependent upon’ the ex : 
Works, Moreover, it is incumbent upon the Goyernment of India to take timely 
steps to. provide nuninst a deficit on the om of the present Sheikh, to whose 
vssor, Sheikh Hinned, they a mitted, ’ tm 
Ste ae has also separate importance in connection with the 
ae ak be Home in woind that atone period Bahrein was renowned for its 
fovtility, and that it is capable under wise goverument of becoming so again. It 
possesses an excellent water supply, and the elimate is far more suited to Europeans 
Vian that of Kishm or Muscat, "Situated about half way between Cape Musandim 
aii the mouth of the Shat-cl-Arab, in geographical position it possesses advantages as 
tude contre which are superior to those of any other plice in the Gulf under 
Present conditions. Some idea of the commerce of the island may be derived from 
Iie fet that the export of pearls from there was 475,000. in 1901, and the total trade 
ff Halneitt increased 80 per cent, berween 1905 and 1906, when it reached 1,454,001, 
us earls, Of the steam tonnage entered in the port in 1006, British vessels 
represented 100,958 tons; American, 3,943; and German, 6,205. 


should 
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If British “Commissioner” with commereial aptitudes could be appointed to 
coitrol the customs and gradually to facilitate the establishment of a trade emporium 
quil of an open market, such action would go far to promote the commercial interests 
{ tis country. Moreover, such a state of affairs could not fail to attract in still 
gwater numbers than at present the merchants of Lingah and other places, where the 
appearance of the Belg als has given rise to much dissatisfaction, 
It appears very desirable to anticipate German action by opening a baak ab 
and some Bombay house might be approached in this connection, 
being the centre of the pearl industry, 2 
BI Katif, which is infested with pi 
ion between the island and Hi 


at. 
Writing in 1904 Sir N. 0" 
hich were in contemplation for 


ig the status and position of the Brit 
at, replied that he had felt stron 


years past that we were losing the 
oportunity of asserting our supr that he sincerely welcomed the 


is of the Government of Tudia, and that he undertook that the Turkish 
Government should raise ficulties. 


dir Lewis Pelly, writing in 1563, st 
frow port under British control in the Persian Gulf, Ile wrote as follows :— 


“he case of Hormuz is a precedent for a like sta the interferences, 
inevrtitude, and want of acenrate knowledge of the market all round the Gulf 
point to the alleviation of these evils by the creation of a general cntrepdt ab a 
convenient point, where all vessels would, if they pleased to call, find cargo ready 
whereto all boats finding a favourable chance for exports from their several 


jurisilictions could run a cargo in a few days,and where to all trade mighticonverge, as 
nees admitted, from ports subjected to sudden, but not permanent, arbitrary 


y advocated the establishment of a 


circumst 
interference, 
“My respectful suggestion to Government is, that the formation of a port so 
onicentrating all our interests would do more to ereate and to develop the trade 
of the Gulf and Bussorah tine, and would do more to keop the Government, 
accitrately informed as to their relations and the condition of commerce in the Gulf, 
and would further do more to keep the maritime Arabs quiet, and to afford an 
issue for whatever capabilities of trade may he possessed by Arabia, than could all the 
myyirts, all the figured statements, and all the amicable interviews of all the Residents 
I the native authorities, that ever had, or may haye, place round these waters, 
“But the port must be really free, and all tribes and’ people must know and 
feel it tobe free; and that, once there, their goods and persons are secure and 
ul. Let the authorities of the port limit their fimetions to keeping the 
id contracts, and punishing, mercantile crime, 
prise, and leave trade free as the tide to flow 
actically test the commercial capabilities 


for the rest, le: 
aud out. I think that thus onl; 
of the Gulf? 


(@.) EL Katr, or Guttur, 


he El Katr peninsula lies south of U; 


ir, in the district of EL Katif,  Uja 
wst southerly point to which 


with the important exception of Koweil, 
"s Government have recognized continous Turkish influenc 
On the other hand, it is noith of El Odeid, to which, in 1878, the Sheikh of Abu 
Dihabi was allowed to assert his rights of possession, and whieh now forms the 
Nestern limit of the territories of the ‘Trucial Chie 
he greater part of the country between Bl Katif and El Odeid is sparse 
by Bedouin tribes who find pasturage there for their flocks, On. the coast 
as Ujair, Zobara, Khor Hassin, El Bidaa and Wakra, the 
considerable being El Bidaa. 
The question of sovereignty over El Katy lias never been definitely decided, and 
ne extent this reion has beeu reganted us debateable land, between Oman on the 
ile, and the Waliabee power ou the other. At one time the Chief of Abu Dthabi 
reised authority on the peninsula, Later the Uttobees, 
settied there and at Babrsin, became paramount, hese in turn had to pay 
ous tithe to th Amir, who established a Governor of his own at 
(2563) rain 
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I Bidaa; and thn 
by the appearance on the 
come to by which the town of 
‘There was considerable 
Nojd. As a result the Turks re 
PL Katif on the eoast, while an 
maintained there ever sinc 
A question was mised at this time as to cer 
Babiret the mainland coast, and in regard to the status of El Odeid, 
‘The British Resident, Colonel Pelly, was of opinion that, while Bahrei 
be acknowledged to possess certsin rights in reganl to pnsturage, &e., those 





ened to occupy the Bahrein Islands in 1851. This was pre 
of British vessels of war, and an arrangement as 

Bidan was restored to the Bahrem Chief, 
spondence in 1872 about a Turkish expedition to 
ined established m the El Hasa distri 

ary post was created at El Bidaa, 





rein—the centre of the pearl fisheries—affords exceptional inducements to pirates 
and maranders, 

e considerations did not, however, overcome the disinclinations of is 
Majesty's Ambassador at Constantinople, who was keenly alive to the difficulties Sir N. 
which such a course might provoke with the Ottoman Government, caer 

id_ stress upon the multiplicity of pending qu Danial 
e action being taken to secure the removal of the Wurkish post from 1904,” 

n Island, and he was distinetly of opinion that, under existing circumstances, 

the conclusion of a ‘Treaty as proposed would he inopportune, 

Tt was decided that the question should he submitted to the Committee of 
Tmnperial Defeneo, who do not appear to have recorded any definite opinion, 






















nd has Teen 






in rights claimed by the Sheikh of 



















rights 






should not he held as empowering the Sheikh to put to sea for the purpose of Twa Minute dated the 5th February, 1905, Lord Lansdowne wrote as follows :— 
cooreing any port in El Kat, He regarded Bl Odeidl as properly belonging to Abu s % a 
Diab “I feel strongly that the time has come when all these questions should be 









Th a Memorindum by the Rey, Mr, Badger on Turkish claims to Oman, he wrote 
that the native annals of the proyinee mesfitestably prove that it became independent 
of the Bugdad Khalilate in the 10th century, and lind never sinee been subject to 
forcign vulo except to the Persians for a short time. He went on to say that the 
sume was true of the Arab Chiofdoms in the Persian Gulf, and that their independence 
was ly admitted by Turkey in 1847 
On the 7th May, 1888, Lord Granville wrote to Musurus Pasha that “the claim 
of the Porte to rights of ignty over the El Kate coast has never been admitted 
by Hor Majesty 
Tn 1595, Her Majesty’s Government forcibly dispersed, in 
Buhroin Sheikli, a seltloment of malcontents who had ¢ 
Zobuva, on the EL Kate coast, under the 
protested, but Her Majesty's Government s 
‘Muvkish jurisiiction on the BL Kate coust (uote verbale of the 12th August 1895). 
‘Nhe present position is, therefore, that we have refused to recognize Murkish 
authority in El Katy, although wo hive acquiesced in the continued presence of a 
‘Parkish post since 1572 at EL Bidaa. We did, however, object to an atte 
‘Murkish Coycrument to appoint a Mudivit Wakra,a point south of 
idemuble presstire thoy cancelled the appointment. 









‘1, not as we have heen in the habit of considering them—pi 
but as parts of a Persian Gulf policy, the prin 
sarofully laid down for our guidance.” 


eomeal and as 
ples of which should 

















(e.) The Wakabees. 








‘To appreciate the present politieal conditions and recent history of Arabia it is 
necessary {0 go back to the year 1742, which marks the riso of the remarkable 


Wahabeo movement, which was at the bottom of all the political changes that tho 
peninsula has scen sineo that time, 


Colonel Pelly alluded to the subject in the following terms:— 


“It is this Nejl power, occupying the wide 
composed of nomadic or only pur 








the interests of the 
tablished themselves at 
ish flag (see p. 16). ‘he Turks 
ed in reply that they did not recosnize 























entre of Adnan Arabia, and 
lly Stationary Arab tribes, some now in revolt 
and some now used for quelling revolt, that threatens or dominates all. round. tio 
shore-line from the back of the Hiphnates and Shateel-Arab, down along the Pirate 


cans ral thenee round Cape Musandim, along Muscat, Oman, to Ras-el-lad, on the 
Aden lin 



















































Govornnient of Lidia were not. completely suit tt oe or Mullah of Bussomh, named Wahab, who (or whose son), 
desired to round olf their relations with the various Arab Chie Ren netamorphiic ageney of a religious iden, fused them 











into 





agreement with the leading Sheilh of BL Kat roping out alo 





ines of Muscat and 



















A former Agooment: was concluded in 186 with the then Sheikh, by which he the y the Persian Gulf, compelled all these subdued tribos into plunder 

Hound himself to take no hostile action by sea, and to refer all disputes to the and piracy. Hence the once notorious appearance of the maritime Avahs ts pirates} 
IpaivOMéo seidisle Residenke Ou. tlie Menthrok thin Shoal his ot Mineanpliel henge ont expeditions to the west coast of the Gull’; and hence the Rasolek hoimalig 
Menor: for a renewal of the Agreement, but this was refused (in 1882) on th ground of ii Beal bu-Afis blending with our colours, An Arab Sheikh endeavoured to explain 
dum, 0 me th 





ations with the iurks 
overiment of India expressed foreibly their view that a ‘Preaty 
ed with Sheikh Ahmed, in anticip 

shed an advanced Ani opportunity of making such 
‘Vreaty haul arisen through the disturbance of the status quo by the h Govern. 
ment, who had appointed officials to Wakra and other places on the coast, ‘the 
Government of Ludin at first proposed thata ‘Creaty should be entered into with Sheikh 
Alimed on the tines of the existing ‘Preaties with Balirein and the Prue 
which he would he debarred from parting with territory to others tha 
Government, Although in deference to British remonstrances the Turkish Gov 
mont had at length withdvawn their interlop Js, the Government of Tudi 
remained of opinion that the posit ain should be consolidated by the 

ate conclusion with Sheikh Alimed of farmer one (of 

), if the stricter form of ‘Treaty with Balivein fs wwere held to 
bo inadmissible. 

he princi 





Tamary a9, the natiire oF his: re 
10 1 1904 the ¢ 
shoul be negoti 
Jasin, who hid then 


ature of this imenduring Wahabee power by likening it to the avn 

in conquering India with a sepoy army. ‘The leading 

to have heen those common to prophets, to proclain hi 
‘1 Kill or plunder his immortal creatures.” 








ney of 
* of Wahab's 
elf’ and tie unity 









Lord C) 
faith secs 
of the Ore: 






















British Relations with the Wahabees, 




































[Commu 








ated by the Tndia Office.) 











In April 1866 the then Wahabeo Ai 
luntary engagement with the 
which was n 






Tmam Abdullah-hin-Fysul, entered into 
E t ish Government (in the form’ of & declaration, 
signe! on our side), by which he bound himselt— 









1. Not to oppose or i 
authority 


jure Br 





h subjects residing in territories under his 





mil reasons adduced in favour of this course were— 









‘of to “injure or attack the territories of the Arab tribes in allian 
the British Government, specially on the Kingdom of Muscat, further than 
the sukut that has been customary of old,” 





. the Bl Katy Coast, 
constitutes a In 





ing as it does hetween Bah 
in the continuity of Brit 
2, The absence of a ‘Treaty does not faci 
work of His Majesty’ z piracy and maintaining the peace of the 
Gulf, In this conneet ‘one objection to the extension of ‘Turkish 
authority in those regions is the inability of the to establish a strong Admin 
tration, which is eminently desirably ina district which, owing to its proximity to 





mand the Pi 
h maritime influence 
ate, and may considerably increase, the 


te Const, with 


reoviving 

























sda B34 0% offended the sgt monotheism of Waba's 
Yisitation of shrines, invocation of sits, wil honon pal Uo te 
rosary, of jewels win, aud tobucco were all abonioations te be 
voarnied wnty. wives, al dial atthe 





hilosophy way the almost universal 
ib of Mahomed, The use of the 
‘wed. On tho othr hand, the proplint 
after Losetting eighteen children, 
















130 181 
sm Agent should be sent to Koweit, and that the arms trade there should not be 
interfered with. 

The proposal to send an officer as Political Agent to Koweit was approved by Mi. iol: 


With the decline of the Wahabee power and the withdrawal of their influence 
on the coast, the above engazement ceased to be of practical value, and 
veen the Wahabees and oursel 




















came to an end. It is worth i r x ro 
recording that in October 1901, at a time of serious intertribnl di erg in the Ifis Majesty’s Government, and the Government of India were informed rccordingly Bhs le 
interior of Arabia, we came to in understanding with the ernment that on the 24th June, 1904. Tt was decided at the same time to defer for the present any 4, 04, 
Fv anvoiliNdgaihabnrs cotUditaidisenumee tlie SieikWobKoweieh aaa fresh measures for the prevention of the importation of arms at Koweit, Captain 

Oetaber Ty x act 









Purks would endeavour to restrain th 
ir, Abdul Aziz-bit 
in-Raslid) again bron; 
the Government of 1 


1401 fy 






Knox, the officer appointed, proceeded to Koweit 
‘Towards the end of August 1904 the ‘Tur 







ed August 1904, 


, who had hitherto supported Bin 













Mr tind front, In February 1904, whe 





wore con: a propos 






















Fickstele’ to send_an Agent to Rindh, the Wahabee capital, fur tle purpose of collecting Political i Gah 
information on Central Arabian affairs, Mr. Brodrick telegraphed to the Viceroy informed him tha a a ay 
riayvOII eee consult his own interests in the matter. December, 1904, ‘ann 








phed to the Government of India that Mis Majesty’s Govorn: Qin 17, 
fre that it should he clearly understood that their interest and influence are 104, 
‘onfined strictly to coast-line of Eastern Arabia, and that nothing sliould bo Mr. Brod. 
t them even indireetly with warfare now in progress. in tick’s tele 
interior, Whey agree that Knox should give no opinion on advice to be given by fit. 
Mubarak to Bin Saoud, but should repeat to formar warnings already given against 
entanglements in interior.” Tt may be added that in ry 1905'n meeting tank 
pla between Sheikh Mubarak, the ‘urkish Vali‘of Bussorah, and Bin loy't 
oud’s father, and Bin Suoud seems subsequently to have come to terms, for the Roris 
with the Turkish Government, HET 
the end of 1995 Bin Saoud, whose successes in Nejd had continued ant 
a visit to El Katr and addressed letters to the Shiciklis of the Pirate 1005. 
cing his intention of visiting their territories in the following spring, Captain 
important of the ‘rucial Chiefs, the Sheikh of Abu Dthabi, conferred Tver to 
personally with the Sultan of Muscat on the situation, both Rulers regarding the Geyer 
prospect of in Saond’s visit with considerable apprehensi 


No steps should be taken to enter into closer relations with Nejd, or send 
Azents there, without previous sanction of His Majesty's Government.” 








r N. O'Conor, 
obtaining fuller information us to 
momient wis not opportune for th 
ment of Undi, after receiv 





was consulted, 





while recognizing the advantages of 
sin the interior of Arabia, held that th 
tion suggested ; and to this opinion the Gover 
4 ews of Colonel Kemball, the Resident in 
the Persinn Gulf, subscribed in a despatch dated the 24h March, 1904, ‘They 
considered, however, that, in view of recent developments of the situation, there was 
reason t) think that “it may shortly be incumbent on us to take a more lively 
interest in the affairs of Central Arabia," and they added that: “later, ... 
when the political situation in Nejd has developed, and above all if the present 
rupresentative of the Wahabee family ... . succeeds in establishing and extending 
his axcendiney, which from the latest accounts receiveil seems to be not improbable, 
we think that it may be desirable again to enter into relations with our old ally,” 




























































1s Inula, 

Sin S. ‘ho suecesses of Bin Saoud in April 1904 led the ‘urkish Government to send Gciolin 20, 

Ovinon tw troops and guns to the assistance of Bin Rashid. Bin Suoud thereupon wrote to J ' 130, 

Forse | tho: ltesident in the Persian Gulf on the 2nd May, 1001, protesting against. the ‘The Government of India addressed the Socretary of State on the sub Gover: 

Mini May @urkish invasion and soliciting the protection of Great Brita for himself and hi despatch dated the 11th January, 1906, in which they pointed out, “low ve Fa 
1h, count At the same time the Resident received from Slieikh Mubarak of Koweit and influence the consequen: ht be if Bin Saond should attack: 





sor the Sultan of Muscat, or succeed in extondiny his influonce dattay ty 


nportant it is that we should prevent, as far us lies in our power, 10 

stich a eontingen ially now that the \vahabee Amir has recognized the 

suzerainty of the accordingly proposed that inquiry should be made, 

cither through Sheikh Mubarak of Koweit or through the Sultan of Muscat, as to Bin 
oud’s intentions, with a view to ascertaining “whether he is prepared to stand by 

the engagement of his predecessors not to oppose or injure British subjects residi 

in his territories, and not to interfere 









wlette 
obtain 
assistance made to 
the 20th May, sugested that it 
posta British Resident: at Koweit 
persist in arnied intervention, 

font tans SiN, O'Conor hind abyvady bi 
dosuet) to the Porte tit 1is Majesty 


iivessed to the Tnttor by. Bin Saud, in y 
slh_prote 





Chi 


ich he hinted that, s 
over them, and how: 


ht have to fall back on the Ro in offer of 
The Govert t of India, in reporting this on 

Hit become necessary to revive the proposal to 
, in onler to ich events, should the ‘Turks 





he failed to 














































sn instruc! 
rumen 


(, on the 10th May, 1904, to point out 
in the of assis 














































Araby tribes in allianc 
Divan the peace, had Semployed’ special efforts to dissuade the Sheikh of Koweit from British Government’; and that, fai elory assurance on. his pant he 
Vay 10, takings pauvt, even indinvetly, im the hostilities that have broken out,” and to protest should he warned that: interferonce in those lo would be regarded as an 
nit Aghinst any action b lol Govern rane isintiatelieeaudee il ndly act, and t able measures would be taken to frustrate if.” “These 
vn nse further tu the distur! part of Arabia.” On receipt of the measures,” the de hided, “aight amount, in our opinion, to a more 
WosuelvSie Vicon’ tolosniny of the 20h May, 19h, Sie N. O'Conoe was further instructed. by stringent embargo on the import of arms at Koweit and el on the Arabian 






Vic tologtaph to communicate 
Hiv. representations Wo had nstructed to 
Sins, N. O'Conow on the 28al May that itv 
grounds the Porte could be presseil to retr 

Arata the party attickl, He considered 
Tin,” present (0 maintaining intact the territory of Kovveit 
persisted in rendering assistance 


(once with the Porte 





at in urgent terms the of the Gulf, 1 the case of an at 
assistance from British ships to the Sheikhs threat 

In communicating this despatel to the Foreign Office, some doubt pressed Tdi Otiee 
to the practicability of the Government of India’s suggestions, and it was suggestod Pine 
at no steps should be taken, “in the absence of any urgent necessity caused by QM 
Wahabee action,” until Sir N, O'Conor had b consulted 


r ‘on the proposal to 22, 10h, 
approach Bin Saoud otherwise than through tle medium of the Turks 





‘k being imminent, to 
ned, as might be ne 





tual armed 














difficult to see on what 






















should coufine ourselves for the 
iting developments, but 
to Bin Rashid, it might be 
























expel onsider the question of appointing a British Resident at Kow Meanwhile, on the 19th January, 1906, Captain Knox, the Pol Maja tox 
‘Mie substance of Sir N, O'Conor's views was telegraphed to India on the Koweit, liad talked the matter over informally with Fernie 
21th May, In reply, amient of India, in a telegram dated the 29th May, tw the trath of the reports regarding Bin. Saoud’s 







i 
that any interferenee by the Wahabee Amir in the affairs of States in Treaty relution Feliu /i\y 4 


with us would not be likely to find favour with the British Government. “Mubarak 1! 
muplied that he reganled Bin Saoud's plans as designed merely to extort money from 

the Sheiklis on the coast, and that he hl himself written to Bin Suoud strongly 
ailvising him against persisting in any such attempt. Major Cox, in reporting this 
conversation to the Gov suggested that he should be authorized to 


2M 





suggested that Sir N.O'Couor stiould he instructed to inform the Porte that we had 
no dlesire to assist Bin Suoud divectly or indi Dut that if, as a result of Turkish 
Support, Bin Rashid became amdaly: powe in Eastern 2 
be injuriously alfected. Th ize at Koweit would be impaired 
if, by prever atk Troma is frieud and ally Bin Saoud, and by 
stopping the importation of arms, we allowed Turkish influence to determine the 
supremiey of the Turkish nominee in Central Ax ‘Vheir conclusions were that 












































Sir N. 
O'Conon, 
March 30, 
1408, 


Mr 
Morloy's 
spite 
April 13 
190 





Major Cox 






5, 1b 


Major Cox 
ti Gaver: 
mont of 
iin 











Tiny April 
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inform all the ‘Trucial Chiefs that the Government of India “would not regard with 
complaceney the intrigues of any of them with Bin S: 

The Government of India telegraphed on the 15th March, 1906, suppo 
Major Cox's suggestion, which was approved, with the concurrence of the Forel 
Office, by Mr. Morley’s telegram dated the 9th April. 

As regards. the warning to Bin Saoud contemplated by the Government of 
India, the Foreign Office adopted th O’Conor, wlio had be 
consulted and had recommended in a de Oth March, 1906, that 
such warning should be conveyed di faoud, and not throngh the agency 
of the Sheikh of Koweit or the Sul at. O'Conor further suzzesteil 
that Bin Saoud, in the event of his visiting the coast, should he met by a British 
vessel of war at one of the places which he proposed to visit, and told that no 
tampering with the ong nts and Conventions of the ‘rucial Chiefs would be 
permitted, 

Tn conveying the decision of Hi 
India, the Secretary of State wrote 
1906: — 








































Majesty's Government to the Government of 
s follows in a despatch dated the 18th Ap: 





“THis Majesty's Government. accept the view that a warning to the Amir would 
be necessary if he were to carry out his reported intention, ‘They consider, however, 
that it would be better that such warning should be conveyed to him only in the 
event of his appearing upon the coast, and that it should then be conveyed to him 
direetly ax proposed by Six N. O'Conor, 












Bin Saond’s reply to Mubar 
Agent, Koweit, on the 25th 





k’s letter of adviee was communi 
ry, 1906. Maj 


ited to the Political 
bed it as a “very 














unteous response.” The ter Bin Saoud’s’ | translated from the 
Hit are obscure, but his apparent object was to disclaim any intention of 
objectionable action, Asa matter of fact, Bin Suoud did not visit the Pirate Const. 








In April 1906 news was received of the defi 
Hands of this rival, Bin Saoud 

On the 16th September, 1906, Major Cox ‘in raised the question of entering 
info closer relitions with the interior of Arabia, He drow attention to overtures that 
Hd heen made by and on behalf of Bin Saoud with a view to th ment of a 
closer conneetion between himself and the British Government, and recommended that 
the opportunity should be taken to eome to terms with the Wahabee Chief on the 
following grounds:— 





at and death of Bin Rashid at the 
























1. ‘Phat overtures had been n 
Sheikh Jasin-bin-Tani of Kate 
behalf, with a view to secur 
that if wen 


le at various times by Bin Saoud himself, and by 
nd Slicikh Mubarak of Koweit on Bin Saoud’s 
the latter some measure of British protection, and 
Bin Saoud ind his following might regard us 
















swith hostility 





viding wore to exist hetw 
Muscat and the Prucial Chiefs would be fort 
by the knowledge that any attempt on the part of the Wahabee to make a d 
upon Oman sould involve a preliminary rupture between him and the Bri 
Government, 





en the British Government 






















vere our frienil he would be able to assist us in suppressing 
ies in, the northern part of the Gulf, 
‘L Mhat such # friendly understanding 
th the ‘rncial Chiefs and would vender 
sional tours in the Nejd country, 
What the Arabsof Central Arabia, apparentl 
emed disposed to make common 
Apparently trying to secure the support of the Sh 
of Mohammerah, Realizing, however, that they were not strong enough to stand 
alone, they suw the necessity of enlisting the support of a Christian Power, and if 
we did not respond they might approach some other Power, 








would facilitate Major Cox’s dealings 
possible for our officers to make 











urkish 





driven to desperation by 
ise to throw olf the yoke, and were 
1 of Koweit and even of the Sheikh 















It may be explained that, in addition to the overtures of Sheikh Mubarak and 
Sheikh Jasim, the subject had also been broached by an emissary of Bin Saoud 
himself, one Musand-bin-Suweilim, who arrived at Bahrein in January 1906 and 
informed the British Agent there that Bin Saoud now felt himself strong enough 














to tun the ‘Turks out of Hassa and Katif, and then wished to enter into Treaty 
rations with the British Government, allowing us, if we desired, to keep a Political 
in Hassa or Katif in return for our protecting him from a sea attack by the ‘Turks, 
Major Cox’s letter of the 16th September, 1906, was. sent home for information in 
ordinary course. without comment, in October 1906. On the 9th November 
Morley informed the Government of India by telegram that “Mis Majesty's 
interest and influence should he conlined to 
“No steps,” tle telegram added, “should be taken to enter into relations 
with Nejd or to send Agents into interior without my previous sanction.” 

Bin Saoud lost little time in renowing his application, In October 1906 he 
sent a further messige through Sheikh Jasim, in which his proposals were set forth in 
greater detail, ‘This message, which was delivered by Sheikh Jasim to the intorpreter 
of the British Political Agent, Bahrein, was thus reported by Captain Prideais on the 
Ith November, 190 








































“The reso 





of Nejd are stated to have been strained to the utmost by the 
receat internecine wars, and Bin Saoud considers that the oases of Hassa and Kati 
were always the most profitable possessions of his Wahabee ancestors, Ie is anxious, 
therefore, to recover the two districts, and he proposes that a secret understanding 
should he arranged between the British Government and himself, under which he 
should be granted British protection from ‘Turkish assaults at sea, in the eyent of his 
ever succeeding in driving the Turks, unaided, out of his ancestral dominions, In 
is protection the Amir is willing to bind himself to certain agreements 
lar to those of the ‘Trucial Chiefs), and to accept a Political Officer to 
|. ‘The details of this Seeret Treaty he wishes to be settled or 
interview which he is ready to me, cither in person or with 
er representing him, at some convenient rendezvous in the desert. Bin Saoud 
is determined to make an effort to obtain possession of Hassa and Katif, for without: 
the additional reventie which he can derive from these tracts he admits that he is 
unable to control the tribes who menace the highways of commerce and pilgrimage, 
He proposes, the first plice, to apply to the Sultan for the Mutasarrif-lik 
nship) of the districts, and to throw off the ‘urkish yoke as soon as he 
the moment favourable after establishing himself, Tf his application is 
refused, he will invade the districts as soon as he is ready, and, having eaptured 
them, he will appeal openly to the British Government for protection, If he fails, 
he will never betray the secret understanding between himself and the Governments 
Possibly he will not make his attempt even for four or five years more.” 



























































In forwarding Captain Prideaux’s Teport to the 
na letter dated the 24th November, 1906 
tive” reply being returned to the refer 
heikl Mubarak of Koweit and Sheikh Jasim of Katr on behalf of Bi 
ch have in no way been courted, but whieh 1 cannot Ieave 
jout incurring among the Chiels concerned a reputation for personal 
ligence or discourtesy, which would be prejudicial to my work in other ways,” 
‘These papers were seut home for information in the ordinary course by the 
nment of India without comment in January 1907, In a telegram dated the 
th February, 1907, the Government of India were asked for an expression of their 
iows as to the answer to he returned to Sheikh Jasim. hey replied as follows 
on the 15th February :— 





vernment: of India, Major 
urgeil the necessity’ of an 
es male through the local 


Cox, 




































“ We are sending despatch reviewing situation in Eastern Arabia, and suggesting 
that answer be conveyed to Bin Saond to the effect that British Governmont, while 
anxious to maintain friendly relations with im so long as he comports himself in a 
manner consonant with British interests and our engagements with Arab Sheiklis on 

sent for making him any formal promises of the protection 
effect of stimulating ‘Turkish opposition to consolidation of his 















which mi; 











authority. Answer might be conveyed orally through Sheikh Jasim or such other 
Agency as our Resident in the Persian Gulf may recommend,” 





The promised despatch was sent on the 21st Kebruary, 1907. In it the 
Government of Iudia reviewed the position of Ilis Majesty's Government in regard. 
to Nejd affairs sinee 1904. ‘hey expressed the view: thi 
approaching a crisis, which would eompel u 
towards Central 












f to makeup our minds us to our po 
rahia. ‘They considered the prospects of ‘Turkey re-establishing: he 








matters were rapidly 1 






Mr, 
Morley's 
telegram, 
November 
91906, 


Captain 
Prideanx to 
Major Cox, 
Novenber 
17, 1906. 
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author 
Tu 
sam 
to our 


in Eastern Arabia to be remote, and e 
disappearing altogetlier from the whol 
ime they held that the establishment of the Wahabee power would he a menace 
position at Koweit as well as on the Piva d to the question 

issue, the commended that should be returned to Bin 
in the tes et forth in their telegram of the Be th Februai v 





contemplated the prospect. of the 
dia south of Zobehr. At the 




















































; vas consulted, took the view 
unwise for is Majesty’s Government to entangle thems 
to interfere in the internal affairs of Arabia. 
ae Majesty's Government to the Government of India’s representa: 
> tions was conveyed in Mr, Morley’s despatch of the 8rd May, 1907, in the following 
bticoae etarms. s 
India, May 
3, 1907 & After ¢ 





af, Constantinople, the views expressed Th your 
general situation in Central Arabia, Tis Maj 
modify the policy laid down in my prede 
1901, and repeated in my telezram of the 9th) 
and influence in those regions should be y 
agree with Sir N. O'Conor that it would be most unm 
selves with the Wahabee Amir or in any other w 
affairs of bia, 

“The terms of the reply, which in na 11 of your letter you propose to 
retiten to Bin Sioud, appear to Mis Majesty's Goverument to be open fo objection, as 
implying an approval of th ahabee power, and consequently a 
certain ein A No such communication s ould theretore 
mae. r Cox finds it impossible to avoid giving some 
who appro shed him on the Wahabee Amir's Dehiall, he should inform them, as 
Bin Saouul’s proposals involve considerations which it is iinpossible for His Majesty's 
Government to maintain, that no reply is to be expected.” 


























ay to interfere in the internal 




















So far as is known, Bin Saoud’s adyances were not renewed during the year 1907, 


(f.) Turkey and Koweit, 


Turkey, 





in the district of EL Katif, is the most southe: 
important exception of Koweit, His Gov 
tinuous ‘Turkish influence. This influence i 
in 1871, with the result that the Durks have remained established at El Katif and in 
the Hl Hasa district ever smce 

‘The administration is disorderly and, owi 
the local authorities, British na’ 
attempts to capture pirates, with whom th 

The Arabian coast north of 
large settlement. Mostly bare 
of Boi ul it i i 





y point to which, with the 
mment have recognized con 
nied by the expedition to Neji 



















ing to the half-hearted co-operation of 
Ss hav heen repeatedly thwarted in their 
‘ite resor 
















salons eat ve. 
ends to the western shore of the isi 
a British telegraph office, on the River 





ul Klizo, and includes Mao, “where there i: 
Arab, 

Much correspondence took B)nce hetween 1887 and 1597 respecting the creation 
of fortified works at Bao, and Her Majesty’s Government. ene Opp 
-\ full statement on the subj ined in an India Office Memorandum 
dated the 21st June, 1 

Captain Smyth, who w 
reported as follows -— 















s sent on a special mission to the Persian Gulf in 1904, 





is not a fort in any sense of the word; there are no fortifications and no 
guns.” 





Pi 
authori 






von the Shat-el-Arab has formed 
charged with the security of life 





continual souree of anxiety to the British 
and property on the Persian Gulf, 
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Koweit. 


‘Phe family of the present Sheikh have ruled at Koweit for above 300 years. 
Originally the Sheikh’s progenitors dwelt in a small fori, called Moomgussur, situated 
at the head of the Khor Abiulla, near Bunder Zobeir. ‘They were once the pirates of 
the novth of the Persian Gull, and were expelled from their former stronghold by the 
Busvorah authorities. ‘They came down the Bubiyan Creek and settled on the southern 
shore of the * Bay of Grane,” where they built a fort or “kote,” whenee the name 
Koweit is derived. 


Limits, 


‘The limits of Koweit have never been accurately, or, indeed, even approximately, 
defined. ‘he claims of the Sheikh end on the south as far as Musalamiya Bay, 


Goloivel Pel 
y's Report 
Of April 
1863, 


Nit the British Resident. was of opinion that they could not be supported, and that." 


this place wi ‘ly within the 

On the north they melude Sati on the mainland, and 
the islands of Warba and Babi \ cor n 1902 in 
rexrd to the nature of thes rs who 
erected a fort at Um Ke 
Island 

ards Safwan, it was considered doubtful whether the Sheikh’s claims could 
y tested upon the shifting allegiance of migratory tribes 


Tn a report on Um Kasr, Captain Smyth, who made a special survey of the 
proposed trace of the Bagd y in 1904, obse Jearned on the 
spot that the old fort of Um Kasr is generally held to have been built by th 
ndfathor of Sheikh Mubarelk, and that it w jonally occupied during the 
ng montlis by A ’s Consul at 
ated that while it was highly 
the Sheikh had only a very shadowy 
for many y On the other hand, the Durks seemed to have little claim beyond that 


Robruey 
10 

Sir N. 
DCuiiory 
No. 118, 
Sue 13) 
1901. 


serie 
avel 1, 


m to Bubiyan Is Mr, Wratislay continued, “is in my opinion § 


some months ev » regularly it is used as a fishing ground by 
‘Avbs acknowledging his authority, and by no others. 

‘Phe claim to Subiya was supported by His v's Government, and, with a 
view to forestalling an apprehended advance of the 1 it was occupied by the 
Sheikh of Koweit, It was pointed out by the Government of India that if Subiya 
wore surrendered Kathama Bay would have to follow suit, and the ‘Purks would then 
tlreaten Koweit town. 


vilaka Island, in Koweit Bay, is indisputably within the jurisdiction of the 


Govern: 
met of 
Tu 
gruplite, 
Muareh 18, 


Sheikh; it lias been peopled by his subjects, the Avazem t ever since the | 


occupation of Koweit 300 ye: 


1 Colonel Pelly visited Koweit some fifty years ago he des 

clei, active town, with a broad and open main’ bazaar, and numerous solid stone 
dwelling-houses, containing some 20,000 mbhabitants, and attracting Arab and Persian 
merchants from all quarters by the equity of its rule and by the freedom of its 
trade, ...- Under the fostering care of a succession of common-sense Rulers, 
and by means of a policy w originated and systematically pursued, an Arab 
band of pirates now app as the masters of the thriving port, the refuge of the 
oppressed, and the peaceful, free home of all.” 

{Le recorded the following opinion on the prospects of the port of Koweit:— 

“On the whole, and without endeavouring to change trade from any present 
chumnel, L would bear Koweit in mind as a con‘ nt point for a telegraph station, 
for a coal Ot, forthe meeting of sea-going and river steamers and other craft, and as 
A possible fu port of importa 

‘The present importance of Koweit is principally due to its suitability us a 
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jesty’s Government lind no such intention, 8 " i servation 





terminus for the Bagdad Railway.° Attention will be directed to t 
it and the relations of th 


pect of the 
Sheikh with 1 





question after the political szafus:of Kow i a 2 
Te eS eeEn Ree taken into consideration. Subsequently, the German Ambassador called to say “that if by threats of foree Lascelt 
see is Report on the tribes sound the shores of the Persian Gulf, Colonel Pelly [lis Majesty’s Government prevented the Sultan fom landing troops at Koweit, they 





were re nize the Sultan’s authority with which they had stated (in a jy 
Nemorundum communicated by the King to the German Emperor) that they did not 





lly. re 





classified Koweit among the “territories now 












+ their own Chiefs, 





Vurkish Government, but ically independent und i i 
eae 7 aL Wane Seer aCclaeeiar Ok We sizer ire to interfere in those parts, and that the German Government considered that 
Colonel Polly wrote as far back as 1863, but hisdefinition of the status of Kowsit rmed unquestionably part of the territories belonging to the s 





rams were also communicated by the Turkish Amba 
ntention to declive a British Protectorate and describing th 
metrdntisll tates of 1599 (the terms of which lind leaked out) as without validity, but the Sultan had 





foverument hay 





expresses ina niut-shell the attitude is Majesty's 
ailupted on the question: 
In July 1597 Her Majesty's Ambo 





sador at Constant 





jople 




















; Temyphile been advised by the German Government to he satisfied with the 
4 Ler Majesty's Government haye never ailinitted that Koweit is uniler the protection of the regae van tol Chun iahtCetel Baldtorasle forthe 
ner cveriionts Ge ayienie te ictically under Turkish influence, it is doubtful whether On thi N. O'Couor ide 
SE eT ya . ‘oreign nuruices given by his Excellency on this occasion were 
On the 28rd January, 1899, the Sheikh signed an Agreement (to be kept coisidered by the Ottoman Government “of a nature to terminate the present 
absolutely seeret) pledging himself uot only, to cede no territory, but to receive no SA eM Sou CE SLE ROR SICA 
forcign Representative without British sanction, In return for this he wa i gf HO! LOO WHEE NOU Waa AOOCU ID 






the good offices of Her Majesty’s Government, and a payment was 


15,00) rupees from the Bushire Treasury 




















‘Phe conchision of the Agreement, however, involycd a serious question regarding Youn Exeollengs “Fp y ember ly 101 
the property of the Shiikh in Vurkish territory. Aliens ave by Turkish law prectuiled 5 i ernie atae tor betta 
fiom holdivg landed property, and it was feared that, if the Sheikh were suspected ih instant, i lites that th 

‘ul to @ British Protectorate, the ‘Curkish authorities would attempt to 7 UL troops to Kasveite and. will naiutain the static quo there, on 





2 will abstain from oveupying that place or establishing 





Nhe hope was, therefore, held ont ti 
could to protect him and hi 





dispossess Mubarek of his proper 


the British Government would do what th ritish Teotectorate the 


in eon yc the assurance whieh Tis eon given this Excelloney by: 
in the matter, i Se i cy stantinople that, pro rnmont abstain 
11/1901, rumons of ‘Turkish concentration threatening Koweit raised the lars ic troopato Koweit and respect the afacic gue there, [is Majesty's Gavermnont will 
diplomatic question, ; “apy that phioe or establish « British Protectorate over it, 
{iy sluly 1901 Sir B, Lascelles had Tad a conversation with Dr. Rosen, of the Lam, &e, 
upon the prospeets of the Aa ilway and the genoral (Signed) Laysnon 



















Ger 
situation, 














‘An expression used by his Exeelloney deseribing the Sheikh as “ technigally a mn dated the 7th September, 1901, Lord Lanstowne, while 
subject of the Sultan, but enjoying a eonsid nit of independence,” whieh on, pointing out that “the situation requires tl handling as our arrangement 
1 previous deeasion had passed without comment (see Sir P. Lascelles! No, 156 of the Heikh fs not very precise, and it was ent to without the Knowledge 








ion that th wnee of the Porte,” instructed s ‘nor that “we ade 





Vath June, 1900), now drew from the German Representative 











Shicikh was * merely 1 subject of the : fron our position, aud if the Porte should insist on raising the question of their rights 
Ti was therefore: pointe ‘Lascelles that the German Government nay have to conv omething much more precise the present indefinite 

night take advantage of bis lang n could dispose of sinlerstanding w 

the lotitory of the Sheikh. ‘Che view that the Sheikh was simp ct of th ti view, hoy a riot ih the note quoted above, ‘lis 





nd his Excolleney 1, anil the controversy 

tor i for the is of mutual m ance of the statis qud. 

The ‘Vurkish Hiinsell’ well satisfied with this state of affairs 

(etobe fay Sir N. O'Conor was assured by the Minister fo 

i Hat the Imperial Goyerinment Ind no intention 

Koweit.” An understanding was auvived at 

that the two Governments wi maintaining the peace, ‘Durkey 

-codeavouring: strain the Amir of Nejd, while His Majesty's Government would 

dowhat they could to discourage the Sheikh from ageressi jon, and Matharek 

was told that the good offices of His Majesty’s Government would he extended 
to hin only if le followed their adv 

On the 9h September, 1901, a further communication way 1 










fovermment were totally wnabl 
oof a more explicit ch 


Sultan 
Uixeoll 


ns one that His Majesty's 
ay Wats fustrueted to use us 
N. O'Conoy wis at th 
wore (Miveaten 
Tmportant conan 












ile pressure was being exereised on the Ottoman. 
Gorman-and Russian Burbassies, and, though a proposal of th 
sinst the Sheikh had heen rejected by the Couneil of Minister 





















Cs iran lin Kone as isle ee art Metternich, A Memorandum upon various subjects, including Kowelt, drawn up. 

of the Ottoman Empire, 4 riven by the Commaniter of the # Perseus. Jnl Lansdowne for the King's personal use, and handed by His Majesty tothe Gi 

the Captiin of a Turkish corvette off Koweit that no troops would be permitted Gigumars He ee neeentoateiines Hleeh OTHUST Posleyan faa lia Gasman’ 

to land was largely na in tran and occasioned further prot Goverment which Count Metternich tad lately left-at the Foreign Office, aud 13, 


‘Vowlik Pasha inquired on the 20th August whether His Majesty’s Government 


é * It was now explained to his Excel v thin 1 Memo v wen LOL, 
duit to establish a Protectorate, and on the same day the German Einbassy now explained th this Excellency tiie tho: Memorandum, whieh tad ben) 300 


! Justily prepared, was a y al anata jociment. The statemer 
London received a pressing instruction to state that a Tiritish Protectorate would a eee eae nu enous uanSiaL dacuen aoe aes 
pressing. peu lintsans Hritisits Brotectora tee) lich it contained respecting Koweit was a repetition of Sir N, O'Conor's language in 
ho contrary to the Treaty of Berlin, and that, in view of her interest in Koweit as LONG seri icteawaee tlie etreet aL LLGS jects GeeermichGhant weresnailad 
the future tevininus of te Anatolian Railway, Germany would be compelled to regard Wukine sue aah ies nar ce alia Seat iinvoMoNtoube ibe 
eae P LAM SSRs eM Rae rbulertiavicashteccerwr is att operon UCDoI Tr anLnGt CULE nO 
such a procee 1 unfriendly act. ‘The reply in each ease was that iHantieeteat THUbIE Te eSHeTRN holon eo a SNE BE 


ive Chiefs enj are of practical independence with whom His 
























ve lo fe 141 rospeotinge Khor Musa in Persin, 









































“provided that Turkey did not force our hands by interfering with the She ‘To Sir F. 
0, 30 


gst 20, 
01. 
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101, Majesty nment found it necessary to haye direct relations for the sake of the 
inaintonance of tranquillity and the protection of British trade. Therefore, althou 

| ready to apaintain the slicis qu, Mis Majesty's Government had been unable to 

fequiesee in, attempts recently mide hy Turkey to impose on the Sheikh cond 

from which he had hitherto heen free. ‘They had considered it a matter for direct 

friondly discussion withthe Poste, who now regarded the incident as closed, and Count 









Jn reference to an Arab raid from Nejd, made with the cognizance of the Vali SiN. 
of Bussorali, pressure was brought upon the Porte to caution the Vali, and a warning Cee 

on that His Majesty’s Government would not allow an attack upon Koweit. Nevenbee 
he importance of securing the withdrawal of the Turkish post from Ras-al-Geit, 20, 1102, 
gud of asserting the Sheikl’s claim to Bubiyan, and if possible to Warba, was 
unphasized by an Luter Committee in October 1907. 














































ie Metternich was informed of the assurances exchanged. a After entirely conct jews of the Government of India, the Committee 
}  tasict Tor! Lansdowne subsequently said to Count Metternich that it was neces tinued :-— 
} berets hearin mind that whe astern States were concerned it was not unust 














‘iter find that they owed a di Jian one Power. 
te ‘he Gorman Me) 


merely 










foan_ unde 
wasing land for a 
Count Metternich 






si 
mailway bo 
‘ afteswands confirmed this assur 
Oniolartg, that th rs hene 
Woh” when it was made it wos imp to find 
ves in that pi 
Tnconsoquence of 0 thre ok by the 
upon Koweit, the Commander of His Majesty's ship “Pomone,’ at the request of tlhe 
Shioikl, landed uns for the fort id made areanszements for the defence of 
the town Tistructions were given to him to desist: from. these preparations as soon 





with the countenance of His Majest 
Sliowld prove undesirable, on the nor 
‘re would even recommend the establishment of posts on botl isk 

“We desire to emp) the importance which we attach to the effective 
swertion of the Sheikh's territorial claims to Bubiyan.” 













peaceful condition of 













eof Ned and ‘Turkish troops: 








‘The Admiralty concurred in these recommendations, and Sir E. Grey was of Adniietty, 
inion that, while it would be desirable to assert any rights which the Sheikh, November 





















ee fs Koweit was novlonger threatened, Representations on the subject ale by it possess in respect of Warha Ishind, his jurisdiction over Bubiyan should be 
] Moinllys the Markisty Ambassidor, who, demanded the re-embarkation of he sins ad the resolutely supported by Ilis Majesty's Government on the grounds so Toreibly stated 













sstovnutions of Ue staus quo 


He was informed, in. reply, that His Maj 
ment considered their proc 


by the Government of Ind 
to be justified so long ay danger of att 


It wos decided, in th 













1 instance, to ascertain the nature of the Sheikh's 





slain 
























fund subsequently he was told that the guns had heen re-embarkest to Warbar, and this is now being done, 
Vinny 02 the Varks departed from their engagements to main On the 15th October, 1907, @ Seeret Agreement was signed with the Sheikh of 
status yin, ant ogeupiod posts at Um Kast and Rasal-Geit, the latte Koweit, to His. Majesty’s: Government, y rental of 4,000L, 0 {1 








Island, whiels is a place of s ark 
Khor \bdulla. ‘Phe Sheikh of Koweit re 
fh, andl pail forward claims of territorial juri 
were ordered to Koweit in 

The Government of Lidia took w very serious view of the Turkish 
wis siimised, was inspired by. Germany. "Choy pointed out that, with the shores 
AC tec imniland aud of Bubiyan iskind in the hands of a single Power, the 
fnchorges low Uns Kase® could at miy time be converted into an impregnable 
Harbour, 

Sit V.O/Conor made repeated representations to the Ottoman Government, but 
thoy, prove eutinely futile in theit cllect, in so far as the withirawal of the post on 
Hibigan was eoneorucds Ax regards Un Kase and Bubiyan Esland, sir N, O'Conor 
jiformed the, Porte, that the Markish oeenpation could not he regarted as in any wa 
prejudieinge th Hits and anithority over them. He intimated th 
{he Ottoman Government proceeded to bring matters toa crisis, he would adv 
Government not to allow farther cneroachment, and, if necessary, to preve 
fore 


nee, ay commending th 
seded this sis a disturbs 
ction to both pla 


perpetual lease of a portion of the foreshore at Bunder Shi 
Which is held, on topographical and hydrographical considerations, topo 
greater as a railway torminuis than any other plie on the Ve 
ili, Whe Agreement includes rights of pre-emption in re; 
Warba, and an; ¥y over whieh the Sheikh inay exereise ju 
Agee and the appointment in 1903 of a Br 
1 Koweit, hiave done much to strengthen our position, 
ther measures which may be considered advisable are the 
lightho Island oron Kubbar Island (which is considered necesss 
sition purposes) aud tlie cree jess telegraphic apparatus, as. p 
at Musindim, Bassidu, and Bah nore elective suppression of pia 
1 signal station for passing ships. 
Te might also be of service to trade if a bank were opened at Koweit. 
Tt should be observed that a delicate pofut in our relations with the Sheikh is the 
+h we can ignoie the traffic in arms which nominaliy he has prohibited. 





kh (near Koweit), 1900 








status quo, 
nd British wat-ships 
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nd to Ras Kathama, 
isdiction, 
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‘hw Whurkish 
British warships: 
Th Getobor 1902, the Goverment of Indin reported 





vance to Subi 





1g to the presence of 2.) Mohammerah. 





nnadie by Sheikh 





Fee ‘The town of Mohammerali is situated on the right bank of the Karun River, 















































Aluhuale lor the wilt of two or three guns, prestanably: to be placed at Jehara. for about a mile above the point where it flows into the Shat-cl-Arab, ‘The British India 
tlie pmtection of Kavweit against hand attack proposed fo wive a refusal, Steam Navigation Company’s steamers call weekly, lying at the confluence of the 
Wad to futimate to him. that His Majesty’s Government undertook to defend. the with the Shat-cl-Arab, ‘There is considerable communication between Moham- * 
Koweit district ided ho complied with the injunction already conveyed to hin, to merah and the interior of Persia, while a regular service of steamers is maintained 
F)iiictidi — bserve his engagement to Lis Majesty’s Goyernment, and to follow th dlyive. with Ahwaz, 
‘i Lord Lanstowne conenrred in the proposed reply, on the understanding that the Both Turkey and Persia have raised claims fo the ownership of the town and 
FF) Geisler id, CRoweit district ” should be clearly detined as the distr or close to the Suounding territory of Mohammerah, ‘The 









hject is exhaustively dealt with ina 
cmommdum, dated December 1908, on the Purco-Persian fronticr, Sheikh Khazal 
of Mohiammerah is the acknowledged Head of a number of Arab tribes on the Karan 


oe Day of 


edt ot Indl 








» the Government 








m to this olfect was accordingly 















OU A, nil Sliatel-Arab, He has considerable armed forees, and as regards the Persian 
Th a eCourse vate fete ce Goverment, occupies the position of a semi-independent feudal Prince, He also 
‘igi Hee ee ata stun Wie apreamiuy net exercises authority over certain Arab tribes in Turk 









' Tugrany- anit eggs iit att 





Sheikh Khazal has in recent years undertaken the policing of the Karun in a 
nurw effective manner, mainly with a view to secure British good-will. 


























In 1904 Major Burton, who 
recommended t 
him against the Pc 


to the revenue of th 





xelieque 
called that there : 
ammeral, on the Shat-el-Arab, to Gwadur, on the 
gz Bushire, every town, vill 
ian blood amon 
uithiority should 
a tempor 

ishm would like to de 
Was an open question whether th 
to the extensio it 
is there have been ser 
British naval acti 





ment should he made with the Sheikh, 
Ile stated that the Sheikh had extended lis 
apparently stretched 
i, whilst there were few 











cil manner, and that his territory 
hh Abdul Shah, a few miles wes 
ir to the borde 

he had done muc 
vof the roads and the Karun Riv 
ouraged, he would do more to ple 
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of Alwar and Mi 


ashur were nominated by him for the suppression 























his proposal, tho s 
ble, in execuition, on aceount of the 
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1, would prove difficult, if not 
to Persian sov 
tions respecting the Tureo- 


lias been taken against pirates at: Day 











Bushire, Lingah, and Bunder Abbas are mere steads, whiere a Janding can 
mes he effected only with difficulty, 

20 can indeed he brought alongs 

almost any weather, provided the lighters 
from the shore, 

‘At Binder Abbasa good harbour could be 


Persian fronticr 

In 1902 Sheikh Khazal, who for upw: 
entered, with some re 
ee the administ 
‘At the same time, hi 





‘ars liad farmed the customs 











Persian Government top 
Customs officials. 
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tion of the customs 
pressed lis Majes 

n Government break 
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© him might he made bs 
i's Government. His Majesty's 
inst: naval attack fc 


‘The position ¢ 
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h the Persians, he 
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filono or fn cooperation with th 

tdortook to protect Mohamme: 

pretext, anit also, so long as the Sli 

ish advice, to continue to 
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‘Phe importance of Bunder Abbas, with the 


aunaviil station, was tle subject of much official correspondence be 
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05, the Imperial Defenee Committee 
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hy command 
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Bander Abbas roads 10k 
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inan and Yeal are very insecure on account of 
road from Bushive to Shiraz is anduous and difficult, he tra 
but, striking 
points out that whereas it 





Tn December 1907, His Majesty's Cha 
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I fiw a period of eight 
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Ak “The Persian Problem, 
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Minister for Foreign: 
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On the 19th November, consisting of delewates of the 

Office, India Office, War Offic and Admiralty, was held at the Forei 

and anvonust other recommendations as to the methods in whel. the extension 

of British influence could be most successfully prosecuted, and to the best advantage 

i for general purposes, it was advised that we should reassert our claims at Bassidu" 
Tt do ppear that any very definite action lias been taken in pursnance 

is recommendation, though it is recorded it the Minutes of the Commit 












































‘partmental Committee of delegates from the Foreign Office, Tn 

| Office, and Admiralty, in. submitting a report (dated October 1907) on the terminus, 
of the Bagdad. Railway, recommended incidentally that Majes 

i| Government might consider feasible should be taken to cons 
entrance to the Pers Gulf, including Kishin, 

Tt has heen suggested that the ruined buildings at Bussidu should be pulled 
down, and a small meteorological station under a British-Indian subject established, 
‘A dapot for stores for the shipsof-var in the Gulf might also be ereated, and it is 
vortlt considering whether a wireless telegraphic apparatits should not be installed for 
eonvenicice of communicatio 




























i (j.) The Islands of Abu Must, Tab, avd Sirri, 





Abn Muse und Tan. 







In January 1903 Colonel Kemball, thi 
reported that, in consequence of the short 
officinls, trade had toa large extent been div 
and local merchints were endeavoming to arrange 
jon Compiny to make the Esland of Abu Musa a port of cally 
pur ios. 

‘olonel Kembatl w 


n Gulf, 
am Customs 
















conju 
« the Persian Government who, in 
pn thie adjacent Island of Sirvi 
nue on the 28th Apri 








ail Inidl claim to anid hi 
sidontally it may he mentioned that, w 
cite lnud expressed decided opinion that no 
vance » Government, while a 
ctival Form yrould probably lead to disturbance 
“Uthat the isha widoubtedly belonged to the Jows 
Shoikl of Sharah (one of the ‘Trucial Chiets under British protection), In the winter 
iLwas usually visited by people front Klan and: Shargah for purposes of fishing and 
ruzing. [1 the pearling season these people were in the habit of ing, and the 
Sale inhabikats remaining were three men whose duty was to tend the date tre 
Tilonzin to Sheikh Silom, the unele of the Sheikh of Shargah. 

“ihe Jowasmis did wot fy a flag on the istic, and Colonel Kemball submitted 














Colonel 
Lid claim to 
attempt to assert 
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Abu Masi could be 
their authority ina pr 
Colonel Kenibiill sta 













































that it might be well to ady kh. of Shianzah to do so as a sign of ownership, 
i ‘is-eourse was approved by the Government of Tndia, and on the 30th April, 
108, Colonel Kemball reported t Tiadl issued orders accordingly. 





‘he Government of Hudia at th 
ations on, the expediency of aad 
Course in aegard to ie Island o 
tion of the Fowasmi 
(1188S, on the ocenpation of Sirti, the She 


irnish his 
Hie Sheikh of Ras-el-Kheimah to adopt a 
‘unt, which apparently belonged to that 


















Voie 
le 


of Shargal liad urged that the 











Porsians should be prevented fiom pursti 























Neves Colonel Keinbadh veplied, that the Pe ever assertel 
shuly 30, sovercignty over the island; that the Sheikh of Shargah, in his existing capacity as 
uly Tiler of Raseel-Khoimih, claimed itas an appanage of the Jowasmis of the Arab 
Fheheaney Coast, Urging that it wns visited hy his subjeets on account of the good water supply 








Colon aunt for purposes: of tliat the Sheikh was in possession of documentary 











Kirst yvidence, inthe shape of thive letters from two Arb Sheikhs of Lingal, adiitting 
ay aim of the dowssnis of the Amb Coast as against that of the Jowasmis of 
Awe Liygahz anal, finally, that in one of these letters, written in 1877, the Sheikh of 








‘conceded that the Persians liad no property there, nor any right of 
ith tho consent of the Chief of Ras-ol-Kheimah. 
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‘the 


vernment of India hierenpon directed that the Chief of Shar 
advised, 


in the ease of Abu Musa, to hoist his flag on the Island of Tumb. 





should be Intia Pro- 






































September 
1888) 
In April 1901 the Viceroy of India telegraphed that the Belgian officials in cliange Intis Offer, 
of the Persian Custon's had placed guards on Aba Musa and Tamb, forcibly removed ie 
{is, and hoisted the Persian flag in hoth island ae 
f th sichiment, declared that he could tndia Ofiee, 





athorities, and, in virtue of ‘Treaty relations, § 
steps with a view to 



























subsequently on the India OMeo, 
n, wrote as follows:— Argue 1 











“1 would observe, in conchision, that signs are not wanting to my mind to 
ineline me to the belief that if we do not maintain a vigorons policy in connection 
With those ishiuds in the Gulf, it willl not be long before we are confronted with 
difficulties in rwgard to the adjacent. pearl fisheries, the preservation of which under 
tle time-honoured conditions has always been one of the fundamental features of 
our policy in these waters’ 



















‘The Government of India took a serious view of the incident, and proposed to 
tch a gun-boat ¢o the islands, with a representative of the Sheikh of Shargah 
ul down the Pe ate the Jowasmi flag, and remove the 
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guarils to, 
It was decided, howey 
Persian Government, 


















in the first instance to make 
nid on the 24th May (is Maj 
rs to Bushite to remoy 
their right to di 
island. 


representations 0 the 
esiy’s Minister reported that th 
the Mags and guants trom Abu Musi 
uss with {is Majesty's Government the 
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sod by His Majesty's Minister to the 
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iflerent af the Shivikb of Shimgily had remo 

Aba Mae Mhat he i to hoi ov tg 
Ferwally oconpie hy: any other Government stl he five the vight ty fly it ws thy first occupa 
Will hie lawful posnession of these islands is diepr : a 





__ In she 1904 Major Cox enteret into communication with the Chiet of 
Sliavgal, as Head Sheikh of tlie Jowasini, respecting the rehoisting of the Jowismi igs. 
Plagstalls wore erected on both islands and guards stationed there, and the 


Oieo, 


























































Chiefs and inhabitants of the Pirate Coast were’ glad, and felt assured tint the 
British Government would protect them against Q their 
honour, and the people highly praised the British 








M. 






















aus, the Bolwian Director of Customs, informed xe, in May Sir As 
1904, that the Persian Minister for Foreign’ <\Mfairs had told him that the Persian Hartinges 
to Tamb and Siri was sound, but that to Abu Musa was more doubtful, No. Naya 














x Persian claim to Tun and Abu Mu pee 
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has heen reported si 
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June 190t the Government 
Mersian Gulf to forwand a report 
Government had oceupied in 185s, as it might be i 
OF the legality of the Persian occupation if the Persian Government sh 
‘opportunity by questioning the status of Abu Musa and amb, 


of India instructed the Resident in the 
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Government to the ownership of th 
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unted to the Brit 
‘as Chief of the Jowasmis, 
‘z in the matter, and that thoy: 
their rights’ by their own 
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ernment had refraine 
nitly been unable to enforce 
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relating to. the occupation of Sirri is 
“Augitst, 1858, from Colonel Ross to His 


nt of India Proceedings, September 
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's Minister at ‘Tehran (vide Govt 
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(a) The Pearl Kisheries. 
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(1,) A despateh from thi 
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Bist Mare, 190 








State for India, dated the 
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1s With the Arab tribes, os 
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prospecting the pearl banks round: tha 
propmsals, and subsequently the strange 
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on the deeper for their supply of shells, their objections relate not only to interference 
shoals which are habitually fished by their dependents, but also to the 
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pl the Indian Government. 
to refiain from an; 
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1s tous, abany mate commensurate with those of the Arab tribes ¢ 
rd to leave the protection of their interests in our, a 
tlie. question which we may hereafter be J upon to answer, whether in defending 
‘a civil suit British Court, or in meet ‘an international claim, must be the same, 
mnely, the extent of the rights and jurisdiction possessed by Mi The 
Glatt Arhich we inclose shows that the: pearl banks extend nsiderable distances 
from the mainland or fron y island. Within the 8-mile limit it seems ev dent that 
Ity ried he encountered, and that th pearl banks, and the 
ian required to assert Hiose rights, av id this zone, how- 
the case is less clear, We u and that it las beeome an uncontested 
plo of modem international Taw that the sea, general rule, cannot be 
‘ated to, appropriation, At the same time, we Believe th 
portions of the sea maybe alfeeted Ty proprietary rights on the 
vihose territories it adjoins, and tliat such rights have been more espe 
in th of fisheries, to which the inhabi 
ished a claim through immemorial exerci 
he no doubt (hat the rights of whieh they now lai h 
oe Analys of these coasts from ti emorial ; and we consider 
therfore, (hat the fuel of these fisheries being in part outside the Timits of tereite 
Waters need not necessarily constitute onclusive bar to the claim. In the pearl 
Tehetes of Cayton awe have a precedent for the exereise of jurisdiet heyond the 
Semile Hinit ander the Colonial Act of IS11, whi the seizure and con- 
Genination of any boat found within the limits of, ov hove rl banks 
nding. fron G to 21 miles frome the const y and itm in the 
yocent Beli ‘Arhitvation, the United States of Amerien cited the Ceylo 
precedent ns justifying st of sion. (1 control over, seal fisheries: 
Hevond the ane off torvitorial waters. as ondinavily mal law, tt 
Mo worthy woftnw tht, thie above contention is supported by the authority of the 
discussing, the 


Swiss publicist, Vattel, who in his “ Droits des Ge s"" remiart r 
{ation ag. fare ducks atthe eightouthy contury, Qui doutera que Tes piers. de 
pores do Bahrein et de Ceykut ne puissents At fomber en propricte 2 
We: bolieyes theretore, tit im to exclude all foreign pearling vessels from the 
Tuite of the fisheries at present worked by the tribes within our Protectorate might, 
if chatlomzed, he defended with: yeasonabl of suc 
hore remains, However, the case of for ploitation 
thé spleen which we believe that it may: be shown th 
Gorupation hte conferred: preseriptiv Ata 
Wether we pisses elviins in support of which we 
AMTHRRPRERtueteeaT eR Me that. possible detriment tot 1 banks 
oh we hold. prescriptive rights: would furnish no valid ground) for obj 
Toreign cuterprise outside the sphere of Arab occupation 5 
shuthooizi Ihiole. to abstain Crom all intercourse with suck interlopers, and to 
iuilize the powers whicl possess of inteelicting the importation of fore 
diving app of reli to lend any in men, boats, or in any. otlier 
forin, or iT neeessuny an the fast. resort, of removin er from the 
Tervituriesy we wight sueceed inputting suet se 
snielt cuterprises as svautd diseouraige outsiders fre 
A7thee question is fortunately nol-one in which we ay 
Aooide ais 0 the exe! nature of tle 
which tie se 
Hound to assert aunt inaintain on their helalf: Dut in view of the 
fiothe attempts, whether by Brit 
Adhvisible to be prepared in advance 
Mis: Maj fovernment concur in 1 ve set forth, and to rece 
injsivuc Wit in niovd_advisuble to issue for th 
oflicors in the event of renewed adventures of a more detert 
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“Wo were honoured with your Lordship’s commantls, signified 
Gorst’s letter of the 19th October last transmitting to us the ac 
Delis, relative: to the question of the steps to he taken to prevent fore 
Virorence with the rights enjoyed by the tribes on the Arabian coast of tho 
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Porsian Gulf in the pearl fisheries, and requesting us to favour your Lowlship with 
our opinion— 


As to the legal rights of the tribes within, as also without, the S-nile 
territorial limit. 

to the procedure to be followed in expelling interlopers, and dealing 
\vith their boats and fishing appliances, 


“We have taken the matter into our consideration, and, in obedience to your 
Lordship’s commands, have the honour to report— 


“1, ‘That the tribes have a vight to the exclusive use of the pearl fisheries within 
nile limit, and in Waters which may justly be considered territorial, 
“As reganis the jal waters, we think that a distinction 

must be drawn between the banks where t ve pmnetised pearl fishing and 

the deep waters in which no such fishery has heen carr ed on by them, 

“As regards the pearl banks, we think that, as a matfer of international law, 
they are capable of being the property of the tribes to. the exclusion of all nations, 
Tn addition to the passage cited from Vattel, reference may be made to Pattendoril’s 

ise “De ju ine ct gentium,’ Book IV, chapter v, seetion 7, and to the 

1 work of Professor Westlake, * Inter 1 Lay’ Bart 1) chapter ix, ab pp. 186 
fail 187, and the ease of the protection of the Coylon pearl banks is a striking 
illustration of the assertion of this right in practice, Whether such rights in fact 
cxist with regard to these particular jour) banks in the Persian Gulf is a question 
tle answer £0 whieh eannot be given with any certainty, as it depends on the 
evideneo availatle of historical fuets with reference to the enjoyment: of these fisheries 
hy the t the exclusion of others fio them, As Tatas we can judge, upon 
tle materials before tis, we think that thereare grounds for asserting the existence of 
sich an Julit, and we do not think that in point of lay the fuct that, the 
Gujoyment was by the tribes in common would prevent the requisition of the ight 
juquestion, Having regid to the relations of lis Majesty's Government with the 
tuilveson the w Porsinn Gull, we think that the existence of thiseselusive 

jalialt by Wis Majesty's Goverment 
Jhing Ivis not heen ¢ 
Here no. defined a 


“With 
Iiy the tvibes, 
onto 
othe piss tts there round for saying was the case wi and to the 
Hanks. We cannot see that the right claimed by the t seluile other 
fons from tilese deeper Waters could: he asserted with any reasonable chanee of 
os. 
2, Having resid to the importanee of protecting the deeper and to 
tle fact that for the weasons above indicated it camot be regarded as certain that the 
Jit, even to the pearl banks, could be established to the satisfaction of any 
ational Tribunal, we think that it would be preferable to discommize forvign 
Wes, ay suurgestedl in the papers before ns 1f sueli 
wing obtained the authority of the 
ed in fishing on the 
i inter- 
sil complication 
ticable— whether 
question in 
‘ishing within, the territorial waters m o, he prevented. 
“Generally. We desire to adi tha 1g reward to the importanes of the 
question to the tribes, and the fact that we cannot be certain of establishing the right 
‘ied, it is probably desirable that the fishing by foreigners should, if possible, he 
iuitoetly stoppert without raising the question internation 
Ve 
(Signed) B, Fina 
“ Hpwany Ganson.” 


(i. 


“On receipt of your Bxeellency’s letter of the 10th, March, 1904, on the question 


of the pearl tisheriés in the Persian Gulf, 1 entered into com ion with the 
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rs to suppress piracy and to maintain order; the interest of all who frequent the 
Gulf in the tranquillity of the tribes inhabiting the coasts; the complications to which 
the introduction of scientific appliances in the pearl fisheries would inevitably give 
2; the justice and expediency of securing to the Arabs, under time-honoured 
conditions, the exclusive enjoyment of a necessary, means of livelihood; and, finally, 
the prospect of establishing, in the island of Bahtein, a free mart where merchants of 
pvery nation could purchase on equal terms the pearls supplied by native enterprise, 





ww to obtaining the opinion of the Law Officers of the Crown 
ational points ¥ leney’s Government, 
vernment of 


Foreign Office with av 
upon the legal and inter 
“2. T inelos 

India, a copy of the correspondence 
“3. Your Excellency wi 

s to the 
Outside territori: 








herewith, for the information and guidance of the Go) 




























are incli 











tribes might ied to banks in regard to which their exclusive po 
apable of historical proof but they consider that the point is not free from 
doubt, In xegard to the deeper waters, they are of opinion that there would be no 






ws to debar other 





reasonable chance of 
nations from dreduing, 

4. Tn these elreumstances, T agree with the gene 
Law Officers of the Crown have arrived, viz, that it is not expedient to raise 
the question internationally by forcibly preventing vessels of foreign nationalities 
from fishing on the bauks. “he object in view may probably be attainable 
nucthods.” 





ring with suc 





ss the right of the tri 


conclusion at which thi 














Stammairy. 


1 as follow 





‘he situation in regard to the pearl fisheries may he summari 

‘Phe Law Officers of the Crown have Jaid 
in the deeper waters, the 
Tayy, of asserting with: sue 








down that ou Timits, 
woul he no veasonable chance, on grounds of international 
the right of the tribes todebar other nations from 
dreding, On the otlicy hiand, itis apprehended that dredwing operations, if carried: 
Out ow seientilic principles, even fn the deeper waters alone, would seriously endanger 
the success of the pearl fishing on the banks, in regard to which the tribes may 
establish exclusive rights, 

‘Phe conclusion formulated in 1905 was ac 
forcibly be prevented from fishing on the banks, but that the object in view mi 
probably: be attainable by “indirect methods,” 





















vessels should not 
hit 











“Thy nntliorizings the Chiefs to abstain froin all interconrse with such fhterlopers, and 
utiliny the powers whieh ti diving appliane 
a raftusing ty fon aby’ assist i iqwwsstry, 1 the last 
io 












possess of intoriiot 
in tue), hots ‘ 
is Ako vik Loritories 








of Fonniowinge ai sui fore 








It cin Tundly he maintained that this solution is satisfactory ; the pursuit of such 
Aeoiise even if eMoctive iy its immedigte object, might not iinprobably rise in 
prauticn toa sharp diplon and restilt in the serious disconititure of His 
Majesty's Govertment, whose guidine principle of ile in the Gulf would appear 
fs of vinyines Interpretation, while its assertion would cloarly be sacrificed to meet the 
oxigoncies of a critical situation, 

With the rapid extension ot 
tne not unlikely to rveeive conside 

penis eminently desirable to determine w 
danger and wucertiinty eamnot be regular 
conilieting intorosts. 

lis Majesty's Government are at present on the horns of a di 
one Haunt, they cannot prevent dred ois by foreizners; on the ottie 
are feed witlh the knowledge that such render destitute a 
if Arabs, who in delautt of the pearl fisheries, must either starve or tue pirates 
(see ps 13). 

For the welfare and the tranquillity of these tribes His Majesty's: Government 
fave hiy prescription: responsible; to secure these objects British lives and money have 
Deon sacrificed on a ; and to abaudon now the poliey of a century 
Woulil Le both mniseuided and psi 

Nn ive couse would be to approach fore 
the peculiarity of the situation; the measures taken in U 




























iterprise in these regions the pearl fisheries 
attention within the next few years, and it 
Her a situation at present fraught with 
(in a manner Ii 







































Governments and to explain 
course of the last 100 





















ics and German Competition. 
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(b) General Trade 
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am-ships that entered the various Ports of the Pers 
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Ti.—Taste showing the Total Value of British and Foreign Imports to the various 


Ports of the Persian Gulf in 1905-6. 
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‘An interesting and exhaustive report was drawn up in Noyember 1907 by Mr, 
Viee-Consul Chick of Bushire on the operations of the Hamburg-Ameriea, Line in 
the Persian Gulf during the first year of their venture, and on the bearing of this 
venture on the prospects of British commerce, ‘The report was accompanied by 
detailed statistics. 

‘The main conclusions arrived at were as follows : 


The enterprise involved, on the admission of the master of one of the German 
vessels, a dead loss of 1,000/. every voyage, a statement contirmed by the annual 
report of the Company in Hamburg, thus affording substance to the contention that 
the service rested upon State aid. It was expected that the earnings of the second 
year would fall short of those of the first, ay British firms had heen aroused by 
‘competition to inereased activity. 

Statisties alone, however, hardly expressed the spirit of competition engendered 
by the visits of these steamers, for the monopoly of the service enjoyed by a single 
firm, Messrs. Wonckhaus, in fostering their own comiercial development, coupled 
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with the keen interest taken in tle success of the scheme by the German Government, 
iad aroused an antagonistic fecling amongst the important British firms in the 
Gulf ports. 

Uncertainty as to the ultimate aim of the new undertaking had kept the 
Furopean mercantile communities in a state of somewhat nus anticipation. 
Overtures by the Deutsche-Orient Bank of Hamburg to nati ish traders in 
Bunder Abbas, sn ostentatious forward policy in Lingah, including the flying of the 
German flag over two native boats, the endeavour to inaugurate relations with the 
‘Arab const, as well as financial operations in Bushire, and many rumours of other 
forms of enterprise had added to the perplexity with which the future of German 
identification with the polities and commerce of Persia was generally regarded. 

Certain. points were indicated in conclusion as deserving of attention, with a view 
to mecting the special forms of German competiti 


1, Reform in the local working of the Bank of Pe 

2) Lightorage from British steamers in British ownes 

8, Greater regularity in the sailings of British vessel: an waters, 

4. Bast nt oft British Company: for transport over the great southern road. 

5, Moro attention to export trade from Southern Persia via Bushire, 

6, Mle forestalment of all German seh F concessions in the valley of the Karun, 

7. (lowe attention by those firms concerned to the tendencies of German development in 
the Gully ‘ 

8, The pushing of British suygar and Indian 


Action in regard to the first two points is being taken through the Tndia 
Office and Bonrd of ‘Trade respectively. he further desiderata, excepti 
dealt with by the Board of ‘Dade. Point 4 would requir 
and might perk with Messrs. Lynch. Point 6 is 
's Legation, who haye reported 
fully tipon an. irrigation proj 
It is incidentally recommended in M 
Persia should open a branch at Bahein. ‘This ‘open to objection, since it 
might lend colour to the contention that Baliroin ix Pe ‘On this ground 
it would som preferable to encourage the establishment of some bank not connected 
with Persia say, the branch of « Bombay house. 


that the Imperial Bank of 


(c.) Lighthouses. + 
[Comnmnieated by Mr, Lo 


‘he following notes are based on conversations with officers of the Navy and 
Indian Marino, and also with commandors of mail steamers of the British India 
Companys further, with political officers. 

Mhere are at prosent no lights in the Gulf at all, exeept a very small one (a 
Deacon) at the southern point of Koweit Harbour. 

‘hore is a gonceal consensus of opinion that a light is chiefly wanted on Ras 
Musandin, at the entrance to the Gulf, For manifest yolitieal reasons, this is also 
desirable, Such alight might he placed—(@) on one of the Quoin Islands; (b) on 
Mustndim Island, tlie netual point, separated from the mainland; (c) on the main- 
jand Dolind: AN'three places are fonely, the climate is bad, supplies would lave to 
be brought from elsewhere, and perliaps there might at first be danger from the 
Joeal tribesmen, ‘the replies to these objections are that the location is not more 
Jonely than the island lights in the Red’Sea, the climate can hardly be worse than 
hit, and supplies in the Red Sea are furnished from Suez. ‘The Musandim light 
vould he actually insight of Bander Abbas, I doubt the danger: steamers pass by 

and there tre our guncboats, As to the relative sites, the Quoin Is 
Taw, and might be dificult of access, The Navy and Mercantile Marine fay‘ 
Musaidim Tsland; it would also be a little safer. On political grounds, the mainland 
is favoured. 


# Sen also pe 
A Report on Lights in the Persian Gulf. was drawn up in 1872 by the Covsalting Engineer for 
Kurmohew Harbour, (See India Office Library, No, 718.) 
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Mail steamers make Musandim at night going up; in the daytime coming down, 
No tramp steamer dares to approach Musandim at night. ‘The nautical reasons why 
fa light is very necessary are that it is often yery thick and foggy at the entrance to 
the Gulf, where the water is very deep, and vessels cannot run into soundings, 

Nest, a light is badly needed on one of the islands between Lingah and Bushire. 
Alternative sites are (aj Ras Al Mutaf, (b) Sheikh Shuaib, (c) Keis, (d) Fa 
Taking first Farur, it is 465 fect high, with a peculiar outline, having a small peak in 
tlie middle. Sailors say they can make it out in the thickest weather. Sheikh 
Shusib and Ras Al Mutaf can generally be located by soundings. Opinion seems to 
hein favour of Keis, because it is a sufficient distance from Bushire, and because a 
good course can be shaped thence, up or down, 

‘Whinlly, a light is required on Kubbar Island, south of Koweit, for making 
Koweit Harbour, ‘The little beacon on the mainland at Ras Al Arg is very insufficient, 
‘All authorities, nautical and otherwise, are in favour of Kubbar Island, which is the 
property of the Sheikh of Koweit, and easily supplied. 

‘AS to Bahirein, there is an outer buoy, but it is difficult to make, Sailors would 
like to see this buoy replaced by alightship. The landing is bad, and very shallow 
for a long distance. Captain Prideaux, the Political Agent, has worked out some sort 
of scheme by which it might he improved greatly at a moderate cost, I think by 
reclamation of part of the foreshore, ‘This might be a cheap and useful method of 
creating additional interests, Babrein trade is very promising, but, better facilities 
are wreatly needed, I think it was here that the “ Viceroy of India” was stuck on a 
rook for an our or two, an incident which passed unrecorded, 

At the mouth of the Sliat-cl-Arab there is a buoy laid down by the British India 
Company, but difficult to pick up, almost impossible at night, Tt ought to be 


replaced’ by a lightship, 
‘At Bisshire there should be a light by the telegraph station. 
Quite apart from political considerations, lights are badly needed in the Gulf, 


Navigation there is attended with great danger at night, especially since the speed of 
nail steamers has been accelerated. 


(a) British Cables. 
[Communicated hy the India Office. | 


General. 


In a despatch dated the 21st September, 1899, the Government of India wrote 
as follows. 


During . 'y years the inaintenance of the submarine cables of the 
Indo-European ‘Tele partment from Rao to dask, and of the landlines from 
that place to Karnehi, has devolved upon the Indian Government, and has tended to 
increase an preponderant influence over both the waters and the shores of 
this sea (ie., the Persian Gult).” 


are the dates on which the various lines between India and the 
head of the Persian Gulf were completed 


andeline from Karachi to Gwadur® 6 April 1803 
Cable from Gwadar to Fao, vit Cape Musindim ond Bushire April 8, 1804 
is cable wax diverted 
yoo it ran ih Hlenjam Islan 


ur to Karachi . May 16, 1864 


a ‘Aug. 15, 1869) 
ble, running direct from Jask to Bus 
‘at Henjam Island e N 1869) 
(Gable from dask to Muscat Nov. 25, 1901 
Cable from Henjam Island to isander e 1 Does 31; 1905 
‘cable. was constructal by the Tndo-Huropean Te 
jartment for the Persian Government, to whom it is to 
tmusferred on repayment of the cost of construct 
haas yet Been. 





Ties some 50 miles on the British side of the Persian frontier in Mekran, is Muscat 
territory, Brtish telozraphic rights there are covered by the Convention of 1885 with the Sultan of 
Muscat, quoted below in the section dealing with Muscats s 
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At the present time the Indo-European Telegranh Department maintains 
establishments at. the following ports of the Persian Gulf and the Arabian Sea lying 
outside British territory: Fao, Bushire, Henjam, Jask, Museat, Chahbar, and Gwadur.* 
‘he submarine cable touches the coast at all these points with the exception of 
Chahbar, which is a station on the Iand-line from Jask to Karachi. 

‘The staff cmployed by the Department at the various stations is as follows :— 





Meniat 
| Bstablishiment. 
| 
Fao. i ; : 7 
Bushee o u 
Benj ve ae ¢ 
Muscat 1 io Oe 5 
Gyadur 3 
Chatibar 


Higher Staff. 





‘Total 37 53 





According to information supplied in January 1905, the number of guards 
eniployed to protect telegraph stations in the Gulf were as follows 


Reshire (Bu 
Tuk, 
Chabbar 


Total. a 


ights acquired at different Stations. 


rights of the British Government at Fao were defined in the Anglo- 
Purkish Convention of the 8rd September, 1864, “ for the establishment of telegraphic 
communication between India and the Ottoman territory ” 
Clauses TU-V of this Convention ran as follows :— 


“TEL His Majesty the Sultan authorizes the establishment on Ottoman territory, 
at the mouth of the Shat-cl-Arab, of « British telegraph office, with a staff, which shall 
not exceed in number filty persons, placed under the exclusive orders of a British 
stution-mastor, and which, as well as the apparatus and all the instruments requisite 
for working the submarine line, shall he at the expense of the British Government, 

“TY, ‘ihe aforesaid British office shall he located in the same building occupied by 
the Ottoman sintion at the mouth of the Shat-el-Arab, with a view to facilitate the 
combined operations of the common servic 

“Phe apparatus of the Ottoman service and that of the British service at that 
joint station shall he placed in: separate compartments, but in close proximity to each 
other, aid shall not be eonnected. 

exchange of messages shall take place immediately on their receipt, the 
1g them to each other through a window, and the service of the British 
shall he permanent, ‘The rent and cost of maintenance of the 
stution shall be shared in equal proportions by the British and 
Ottoman Administrations, 

“YV, It is well understood that the active service of the lritish office on Ottoman 

territory shall be limited to the receipt and delivery by hand to the Ottoman office 

< arriving from India by the submarine cable; to the transmission 
of those which are delivered to it by the Ottoman office; and, lastly, to the 
superintendence and maintenance of @ safe and regular submarine communication 
Detween the mouth of the Shat-el-Arab and India 

“The Dixection-in-Chief of the mixed station shall devolve on the Ottoman 
Administration, but without the right of interfering in the internal administration 
of the British offiee,” 


2, Bushire—As regards our cable stations in Persian territory, the leading 
document is the Agreement made with the Persian Government in 


* See note on previous page. 
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for the construction df a line of telegraph vid Khanikin on the Turco-Persian frontier, 
through Tehran overland to Bushire, as an alternative to the line through ‘Turkey. to 
Fao, and thence by cable vit Bushire to India, It was decided at the time not 
to make formal application for landing rights on Persian territory for the eable 
down the Gulf; but an understanding was arrived at with the Persian Government, in 
pursuance of which the Persian Minister of Foreign Affairs sent the foliowing 
instructions to the Governor of Bushire on the 18th May 


“As you already know, by desire of His Majesty the Shah, the Persian Govern 
ment are about to construct a telegrapli line from the frontier of Kermanshah to 
Bushire, and the English Government, as they may feel disposed, are at liberty to join 
their telegraphic wires, which are to be brought by submarine line, to the Persian 
wires; it is therefore necessary that they should have a telegraph station on the coast, 
Majesty has ordered that a station should be erected for this purpose at 
Resheer,* under the directions of the Prinee Itizad-u-Sultanch, whieh is to be given 
to the British Government for an annual rent, Tn the meantimo, as the English 
able may shortly reach Bushire, and on its arrival they may require a place at once 
in which to keep their sto Is before the regular station is completed, 
you will now after communicating with the Resident and ascertaining the 
exact spou where the cable will be landed, proceed to erect cording to the 
accompanying plan given by the Prince in a suitable position, and got it in readiness, 
so that they may not suffer in conyenience,” 


e of telegraph between Gwadur and a point. betw 
» IL of this Convention contained the provision that 
ish Government will pay annually to the Persian Government the sum of 
s for leave to lay down the line of telegraph on these coasts and places 
Which are under the sovereignty of Persia, 
of land fora cable station at Jask was, moreover, set forth in the 
of the 25th February, 1887, from which the following clause is 
quoted verbatim :— 


“Phat th lishinent, which is situated at a distance of 300 
from the point, ta n of 600 yards more to the north of the telegraph 
establishment, ie.,400 yards from the present boundary fenee, between which and the 
telegraph establishment is a distance of 200 yards, making a total from the end of the 
promontory to the limits of 900 yards; at the end of these 900 yards a wire boundary. 
will be drawn, and the Government, of Jask shall ave no right whatsoever on, any 
aveount whatever to interfere in the interior of those limits.” : 


‘Phe Agreement also contained the following clauses: 


“Tt is agrood that if any of the defendants of Jask, other than the true, 
yositive, and salaried servants of the telegraph estal in onler to take 
netuary or protection, penetrate within the limits, the telegraph officials shall haye 
no right to protect them; on the contrary, they should place them without their 
Doundary, and haud them over to the Government of Jas 
“Any merchant, native or foreign, who may haye shops within the limits must 
pay the usual customs dues on that which he imports in onder to trade, buy, or sell.” 
Chahbar.—British rights at Chahbar are presumably covered by Article IL of 
the 1863 Convention, by which, in return for an annual payment, the British Govern 
ment obtained “leave to lay down the line of telegraph on these cousts and places 
which are under the sovereignty of Persia,” 


Henjam—The telegraph station at Henjam was established in 1869, on the 
diversion of the cable from Cape Musandim; it was abandoned in 1881 and reoccupied 
in April 1004. As regarls the ownership of the island, it should be observed that in 
1568, when the question of a telegraph station ad arisen, Colonel Velly reported that 
in his opinion Henjam was a possession of Muscat; but the Government of India of 


Situatis! on the Bushire peninsula, yome 6 miles south of the town (Gurzon’s * Persia,” vol ji, p, 235), 
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the day elected to proceed in their negotiations for a telegraph station on the assump- 
tion that the island belonged to Persia. ‘The Concession granted to the Brit 
Government in 1868 was embodied in the following Minute by the Persian Mi 

of Foreign Affairs, dated the 29th March, 1865 


‘With respect to permission for the cable telegraph station on the Island of 
‘Angaum (Henjam), the number of persons to be employed, and the extent of 
accommodation to be provided on the said island in accordance with the Memorandum 
dated the 14th March, and the plans forwarded to the Persian Foreign Office on the 


vided that the number 
ime to exceed those 


When our telegraph station was re-established in 1904, in connection with the 
scheme for establishing telegraphic communication with Bunder Abbas, Sir A. 
Hardinge informed the Persian Government that “there is no intention on the part 
of the Government of India to support any such claim (.e,, to Menjam) of the Chief 
Of Debai [whose subjects the local Arabs claimed to be}, or to repudiate the authority 
of the P Government,” The Persian Government, however, chose to assert their 
authority by sending a Customs officer to the island, much fo the resentment, of the 
local Av mnfroversy arose with the Pers ament as to the limits to 
assigned to our telegraph station and as to the position of a Persian Customs offico 
on the island. Who dispute still remains unsettled. 
Runder Abbas,—As has already been stated, the Convention of the 
1865, empowered the Rritish Gov 
construction and eflicient working 
Hotween Jask and Bunder Abbas.” he que 
telegraphic connection with the onter world was definite) 
despatel of the 2ist January, 1904, Lord Curzon's ( 
Viceroy wis at funder Abbas, during his visit to the Persian Gulf, * he was earnestly: 
pressed hot hy the local traders and also by the SalaisMonzeam, Governor of the 
Gulf ports, to lend his assistance to, the connection of Bunder Abbas by telegraph 
With the outer world"; and it was accordingly anticipated that the proposal would 
prove acceptable to the P Difliculty was, however, encountered, 
and, in view of the obstructive attitude of the Persian Government, the cable was 
cartied back to Henjam ander the authority of the Concession of 186s. 
Subsequently, this reconneetion with Henjam being a fait accompli,an A 
was’ signed on the 1th May, 1905, by Sir. A, Hantinge and the Persian M 
Poreign Anite for the construction of “a line of telegraph to connect the Indo- 
Buropean telegraph, station at Henjam with Bunder AbL ss Kishn 
was {0 belong to the Persian Government, but the Indo-European ‘Celegraph Depa 
ments were ‘to provide the and materials necessary for the constriction,” 
Tn the second paragraph of this Agreement. it was provided that, “ns soon as the line 
ig complete, and the cost of materials and charges of the engineers and telegraph 
ship have been paid, the line shall be handed over to the Persian Ministry of 
Telographs.”” ‘The charges to be incurred were not to exceed 75,000 rupees, the 
payment of which sum was guaranteed by the Persian Government. Tt should be 
‘lied that the Persian Gov paid back the cost of construction, 
Jven handed over, ‘the cable house at 


nd April 
aril to th 

nd a point 

z Bunder Abbas into 

in 1901. In their 

nt state that when the 


Government, 


Musea/—the cable from Jask to Muscat was completed in 1901, in accordance 
with in Agreement concluded with the Sultan of Miu jpulating that “ the 
Hritish Government shall be at liberty to construct one or more telegraphic lines, and 
{o erect telezraph stations in any portion of territory subject to the sovereignty of Elis 
Highness, both in Arabia and Mekran, which shall be most convenient to them.” ‘The 
Sultan of Musea talso agreed to “afford protection to the best of his ability to the lines 
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of telegrapli, the telegraph stations, and the persons employed in their construction 
and maintenance.” 


British Rights at former Telegraph Stations in the Gulf. 


Telegraph Islond—Telegraph Island, which lies in Elphinstone Inlet, off the 

Musandim promontory, was occupied in 1861.“ without reference either to the Sultan 

of Museat or fo any other authority ” (Minute by Lord Curzon, dated the th October, 

1902, forming an inelosure to the Government of India’s despatch of the 28nd October, 

11))2), for the purpose of erecting a station on the Gulf cable, ‘The station was 

abandoned in 1869, when the eable was diverted from Musandim to Jask and 
m. Since that date the island has not been oecupied by us in any way 

The question of our status on Telegraph Island, which appears to be little more 

a rock, 1904 in connection with the proposals for selecting naval bases in 
the Gulf, which were the outcome of Lord Curzon’s visit to those regions, 

On the 24th August, 1904, lis Majesty’s Government. sanctioned a proposal of 
the Government of Tndin to erect Aagstaifs on three points at Cape Musandim, of 
which the site of the old buildings on Telegraph Island was one. ‘The flagstalts were 
oreeted, but as a result of representations by the Admiralty, it was subsequently, 
decided that two out of the three should he abandoned. It was rwcognized that 

Jand, in view of its occupation from 1864-9, stood in a different position 

‘tes seleeteil, and the orders of His Majesty's Government conveyed in 

's telegram to the Viceroy, dated the Bist March, 1905, approved the 

of the flagstaff on Telegraph Tslund “as a sign of the continuance of our 

of the spot, which first took place in connection with thie operations of the 

‘Pelegraph Company.” In a despatch dated the 19th May, 1905, the 

nment of India were requested to reconsider the question of maintaining the 

stall. ‘They were informed that “the opinion of His Majesty's Government with 

seuvd to the Magstaull on ‘Velegraph Island was bas i 

in the Government of India's letter of the 23rd October 
the Sultan of Mus 

uuieertain and 

ment to ignor 

an's position, 3 


was of s0 

{fective a character that it would he open to His Majesty's Govern- 

i lind materially affected this view of the 

aquest Government of India * will 

ion into consideration in {of the further information now 

id would inform His Majesty's Government of their conclusions. 

rt from Captain Lorimer's “local inquiries,” which were 

reinnst ( heen further modified, inasmuch as 

The Hague Arbitration regarding “Museat had 
aulmitted the sovereignty of the Sultan of Museat in the Musindim promontory, 

On the Ay September, 1907, the Government of India recommended that no 
further action should be 1 the matter, beyond leaving the flagstalf on Telegraph 
Island where it is, and this proposal is now under the consideration of His Majesty's 
Governinent. 


alluded to in the des 
the British “Cou 


Pant IV.—CONCLUSION. 


‘The political connection of England with the Persian Gulf may be said to begin y 


with the defeat of the Portuguese at Hormuz, ‘The Council at Surat came to an 
greement with Shah Abbas, and dispatched a fleet consisting of five ships, which 
cooperated with the Persians in reducing Hormuz and compelling the Portuguese to 
take refuge in Museat, heir power had been rudely shaken by their expulsion from 
‘ombroon, the modern Bunder Abbas, which had become an ant trading 
ion on the main land opposite Hormuz; this was followed by their expulsion in 
from Hormuz itself. 
From this time the influence of the ‘English was steadily co 
condition that they maintained two ships of war in the Gulf to safe: 
they were to receive half the customs of Bunder Abbas, and their gous wei 
almitted duty free into that port, ‘Their position was, indeed, so far from being an 
eschisive one, that a French and a Dutch factory were established there before tlie end 
of the reign of Shah Abbas, who died in 1625, But it is clear, nevertheless, that as 


paper 
(verdatin 

xtra) 

Lieutenant 
Jw e 
“History of 
te Indian 


Ghien 
Per ia 
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time went on the English did acquire an exceptional status in the Gulf, and that at a 
yery early period iu the history of the English connection with these waters there 
may be found the germ of the larger responsibility and influence which this country 
was alterwards fo assume there. ‘The Persians, who at all periods of thelr history 
abhorred and dreaded the sea, were glad toseeure an undertaking from the East India 
Company at the time of the expulsion of tlhe Portaguesc from Hormuy, to maintain 
two ships in the Gulf to protect trade, and six years later the Surat Council went in 
excess of this stipulation in sending five vessels to revive and increase the trade with 
Persia, and cary on naval operations against the Portuguese. 

‘The rivalry of the Iuteh soon became as emby as that of the Portuguese 
hud been, ‘They sent eiglit ships to Bussorahi, where the English had opened trade in 
1635, and almost ruined the factory there; at Bander Abbas they proved such bad 

Jibours that the Company were forced to remove the bulk of their property to 

‘oral, and though the fictory. was retained until 1761, for the last century of its 

very insignificant business. 
establishment at Bunder Abbas was almost immediately 
t Bushiire, which has since become the political 
British in the Gulf, he Firman of Karin 
established in 1763, was 
eral for the English nation in the Gulf of Pei 
n response to a demand for “a grant of their 
micient privileges in these kingdoms.” It concedes not only an nubounded, but 
a virtually exclusive, lil f trade to the English, A site for a factory, as well as 
a garden’ and burial grou The servants of the Englisli were to be 
exempt from the local juristiction, aut the English were to hoist the 
thoy liad heen allowed to do at Bunder Abbas, and to lave twenty-one 
sali Maken in connection with a new Firman, granted in 1788 by Karim Kh 
nepliewy, who expressed his desire that the English morchauts should “sleep in the 
cradle of security and confidence,” it shows that towards the end of the eighteenth 
continy Bnusland had attained a position in the Gulf to which none of her competitors 
could lay claim. 

‘Phe sorviee that Great D rendered to humanity by preserving the peace 
of the Gulf during the nineteenth century nas already heen indicated. Tt found 
formal embodiment i ne truce at first upon the warring Chiels on 
the coast in 1s86, renewed from time to time, perpetual in 1553, In her 
clforty to put down the Slave rade Great 1 had no help from any other 

is may be gathered from the fact that in the early thirties 

the aimual imports of skives into’ Kurrachee alone amounted to between 700 and 800. 

he ork of policing the Gulf may be less arduous than it was in old days. but 

is latent, and a break in the continuity of Briti lance 

urn of the old disorders, ‘The beneticial effects of our 

past polic +» frequently seen in the manumission at the Consulate 

of Muscat of sla i their under Sir Bartle Frere’s Treaty of 1873. 

“fi one other noteworthy respect Great Britain hus contributed ina very substantial 

dere to the peace of the Gulf and the countries adjacont—in the help which the 

Uritish authorities, political and naval, have given in the repression of the Arms 
Wratlic, 

‘Nhe predominant, position whieh radually acquired, anil the 
policy ovolved from the rights and obligations upon whieh that predominant position 
rests, are foreibly deioustrated in a serivs of official despatches and public statements 
included in the words of the past half century. From these a selection of Ure 
has been anade, viz., an extract from a despateh from the Government of India, 
written in 1870 and entirely approved by the Duke of Argyll as Secretary of State 
for India a declaration made by Lord Lansdowne in the House of Lords in 1905; 
and a despatch from Sir E, Grey to His Majesty’s Ambassador at St. Petersburgh, 
dated August 1907, 


followed by tl 
and comme! 


L 


“Apart: trom the positive engagements which we have contracted with the 
Arab Chiefs, and from which it is neither possible nor desirable that we should 
vic, the present is not a time when we can encourage the revival of old and 


» ‘The subject of “Quarantine” is dealt with in a separate Memorandum, 
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unfounded claims such as those which Persia now puts forward [to Bahrein], During 
ears of peace that have followed the establishment of our supremacy in the Persian 
Gulf, trade has enormously increased, and the predatory Arabs have embarked in 
eacsful and mercantile pursuits on the faith of the security which our protectorate 
‘ords. British steamers now ply weekly fom one end of the Gulf to the other, and 
cur subjects have embarked large capital in the pearl fisheries on che coast and in the 
rommerce of Mesopotamia, Persia, and Arabia, Every day the importance of the 
Gulf as a commercial highway between Europe and the East is increasing. Even if 
the political engagements which we liave contracted admitted of such a course, and 
Persia were possessed of an adequate naval force, it would be almost impossible and 
certainly impolitie to commit to her the guardianship of these vast and varied interests. 
Any indication on our part even of a desire to do so would probably be followed by 
the decline of trade, the outbreak of hostilities, piracy, and plunder, and a return to 
the disorder and lawlessness which during the last half century we have so 
sticcessfully restrained.” 


1. 


» noble Lonl asked me for a statement of our policy with reganl to the 
Persian Gulf, I think Lean give him one in a few simple words. Tt seems to. me 
that our policy should be directed, in the first place, to protect and promote British 
trade in thos waters. In the next place, Ido not think that he suggests, or that 
We should suzyest, that those efforts should be directed towards the exclusion of the 
legitimate trade of other Powers, In the third place—I say it without, hesitation— 
ave should regard the establishment of a nayal base, or of a fortified port, in the Persian 
Gulf by any oflier Power as a very grave menace to British interests, and wo should 
certainly resist it with all the means at our dispostl. I say: that in no minatory 
spirit, because, so. far as Tam aware, no proposals are on foot for the establishment 
of a foreign naval base in the Persian Gulf, Tat least have heard of none; and 
Teannot lielp think Lord waxed almost unnecessarily warm at the 
iiea of such a foreign intrusion, with which, so far as I am aware, we are not at 
present threatened. Well, the noble Lord then touched upon a series of points 
comnveted with our commercial interests in the Gulf, It is impossible, to my mind, 
to dissociate our commercial and ou pol 


ILL. 


“J have to-day authorized your Excellency by telegiaph to 
with the Ru wnmient containing Arrangements on tho subj 
Afghanistan, and ‘Thibet, 

The Avrangement. respectin i that counby 
touching the respective frontiers of G i dl the Persian 
Gulf is not part of those regions, and is only partly in Porsian tervitory. Tt has. not 
Therefore been considered appropriate to introduce into the Convention a positiv 

pecial interests possessed by Great Britain in the Gulf, the 
n those waters for more than a hundved y 
ernment have reason to believe that this question will not 
ive rise to dil should developments arise which 
make further disen: Bor the 
Russian Government 
sion of this Arrangement 
of Great Britain in the Pe 
ment have formally taken note, 

“fn order to inake it quite clear that the present Arrangement is not intended to 
aifvet the position in the Gulf, and does not imply any change of policy respecting it 
on the part of Great Britain, His Majesty's Government think it desirable to draw 
attention to previous declarations of British policy, and to reallirm generally previous 
statements as to British interests in the Persian Gulf and the importance of main- 
taining them, 

“His Majesty's Government will continue to direct all their efforts to the 
preservation of the status quo in the Gulf and the maintenance of British trade; 
doing so, they have no desire to exelude the legitimate trade of any other Power.” 


of Persia, 


(2563) 
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Jlear from the passages quoted that the vital issues involved in the 
iaintenance of British predominance in the Persian Gulf are appreciated ; but, none 
the less, the recent activity of the Germans in pushing their interests in these regions 
has been so marked that there is reason, under existing conditions, to fear a serious 
diminution of our influence—first commercial, but eventually political; and this 
process cannot but be accelerated if the Bagdad Railway is completed under German 
auspices alone. It would seem, accordingly, that the moment has arrived when a policy 
of constructive action might advantageously be substituted for one which is defensive 
iu character, and practically limited toa declaration, urbi et orbi, that His Majesty's 
Government will resist by force any attempt to establish a fortified base in the Persian 
Gulf—a consummation which is scarcely likely to arise, and which, since the 
destruction of the Russian fleet and the conclusion of the Anglo-Russian Convention, 
has passed outside the range of practical diplomacy. 

Tord Lansdowne’s declaration of May 1903 was made primarily as a warning to 
Russia, who was then suspected of harbouring designs upon Charbar, It was also 
intended, though this contingency was considered less likely to arise, to prevent the 
construction of a fortified terminus of the Bagdad Railway. It is, however, practically 
certain that the Germans will not stir up a hornet’s nest by doing precisely what 

{y's Government are publicly pledged to resist. A policy of gradual 
Vabsorption has far more to commend it, while, on the other hand, it cannot 
givo rise to legitimate protests on the part of His Majesty’s Government. But the 
whole history of the Persian Gulf, whether in the time of the Portuguese, the Dutch, 
or the English, has shown that commercial prosperity inevitably leads to political 
hegemony, and in these circumstances it is matter for grave consideration whether, 
on political grounds, exceptional measures should not be taken to facilitate British 
e in the Persian Gulf, and to neutralize the efforts being made to undermine 

ing position. 

Tt is to draw attention to these measures that the present Memorandum has been 
drawn up, and, even if the precise proposals which haye been indicated do not 
meot with approval, it may confidently be said that some change of policy will 
be called for to meet the éxigencies of an altered situation, and that opportunities 
should be seized or ereated in onder to consolidate our position, and to turn to 
advantage by timely action the few years which may remain before the advent of the 


Bagdad Railway. 


Koreign Office, 
February 12, 1908. 





PERSIAN GULF & ARABIAN COAST 











PERSIAN GULF & ARABIAN COAST 





PERSIAN GULF & ARABIAN COAST 














RLPERENCE 











AN 


WST. 


AN 


ital 


.. 


& AFG 


a 
aX 


Si 






















(A). 


(By Mr. E, Parkes.) 






(l.) British Declarations to the Persian Government respecting their Claim 
to Sovereignty over Bahrein. 

















IN 1822 a Convention was cc 









1822, 


B. Hertslot’s Memo 


uded between Captain Bruce, then Resic 
fast udia Company in the Persian Gulf, and the Vizier of the Prince Gover: 
ilnitting the right of Persia to Bahrein. ‘his Conventic 
fie contrary, the arrangement was entively disavowed bs 
wo, as « public mark of their disapprobation, removed Captain Brace from h 

2, The India Office have stated that, in 1825, the Persians Taid clai 
orercignty of Bahrein, iid that the British Government refused to 
him, 


ont of the 
or of Pars, 







India Otice letter, April 20, 
1800, 






Sheikh Abdulla. of Babrein was, in consequence of family dissensions, driven 

fatof the islind, and sought to enlist the sympathy of Persia, [twas reported to Her 

Majesty's Government, in 1844, that the Persian Goyermne: 1 to take part in 1844, 

he disputes: ‘The Pérsian Prime Ministe rined that, wiles my ¢ Ss ta 
i t Pay © Colonel Sheil, No. 23, 

Yersin could shoy'a clear and indisputable of Bahrein, she must, 7 (eet Wat 

fe prepared to encounter, in any scher © opposition of the 

Tntish Government, To support. further its were supplied to 



















consequent 
it to the sovereignty 
the kind, the act 
presentations, argum 







































Gilovel Shell showing: generally the groundson which Her REN ORG Tr maacriacratntn rea 
tiuble to recognize as yalid'the claims advanced by Persia to the sovereignty Tanduay Marol 23, 1824, 
Thlrcin, PB 








4. In Pebrumry 1848, the B 
the alfiirs of Babrein, but we 
Heoguize as valid the 
‘Au understand 

tal the India and Por 
sesuhject neither to Parkey nor Persia, Subsequ 
iho Shicikh (as an independent Ruler) for the supp 
Government relused to concur in a tuade t 
Bilin should be transferred to the Pers 
In 1862 the Persian Savoy at 
tuthoritios, of a ol belonging to the Sheikh of B: 
at Hor Majesty's Governme 
qustion their proceedings in reg 
_ Te ln reply to a complaint made respecting the proceedings at Baim 
Ahi Resident, the Persian Minister in Londo i ‘on the Sth M 
[BH that the Sheikh of Bahvein was a indepen h whom the British 
Government: had Treaty engagements, and whom they must hold strictly to the 
piorinance of those engagements, 
_.d: th the course of negotiations 
Thitish Chirgé Affaires was inst 
Government that His 


n Government objected t 
informed that the British. ¢ 
lnims advanced by Persia to the soverei 


ig Wi rived at, in 1861, betw 





British interference in 1848, 


pvernment could not ¢, ; ‘ 
gnty of the taland. Colonel Farrant, No, 11, 


May 2, 1848, 
® Government of India Ye 
il'as independant and 861. 
uty was concluded with 74 Jadia, Ole, Ko 
don of pita PrGsla of Inolomures in Tl 
y the Shalt f POhtes lation of Mare 2 
nn Crow 1870. 

ined of the seizure, by British 18¢ 
Lord Cowley informed him 

Juiuon the part of Pe 






















many. 























To Lond Cowley, 
February 










in of the 








to the status of Bahreine iu, the 
ted, in February 1906, to inform the Pers 
jovernment had ‘never adinitted ownership or 
Uvereienty of Persia ove n was wholly inadmissible. He was 
futher tu State that: His Majesty's Government considered the island and its inhabitants 
be nustor British protection, and must decline to entertain any further representations 
ta the subject, 

‘. In 1907 the Persian claim to the soverei ig 
ie gronud that it had boon acknowledged in the A 
ue. ‘The British Minister at Vehran reminded t 
ty had beet expressly disavowed by the Brit 
relia boon tee 
Sit, Spring-Riee ade 
self ud refused to recog 
Rtified, 

























ry 27, 1806, 





of Buhrei 






was agai 





urged, on 1907. 

ptain 
and Vizier that this ; 
ih Government, and that Captain Jamary 






Spring-Riew, No. 3 
, 1007, 



































166 


167 








pole rn then i respect of their dealin 
The British Ambassator, sp 
d that, by 
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APPENDIX (B). 


Persian Undertakings respecting British Railway Construction in Persia. 
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(3900) No, 184. 
Sir Edward Grey to the Persian Chargé @'Afjaires. 


SIR EDWARD GREY presents his compliments to the Persian Chargé d’Afiaires, 
in reply to his communication of the 3rd instant, has the honour to communicate 
the inclosed telegram which has been received from His Majesty's Ambassador at 
Constantinople on the subject of the Turco-Persian frontier dispute. 


Foreign Office, February 12, 1908. 














—Truile Koutes, 








Axpney, W, P. 
Asian nud 


Be La Repubblien di: Venezia « la Porsi 
Benouavs, Hany. nnd Klinftige We 


Bua, Or into Peri 
cinor R 





Sin—he Enphrates Vulloy Route to India in Connection with the Central 
iyptian Question, Londo 











ern, 





2M, 
ench Indien. PM, 1868, 143, 
ox Dargestellt nach, den Erfabrangen 








Gegenvvit 





(3634) No. 185. 


Sir Baward Grey w Sir A. Nicolson, 








Casmnon, Vieeney Lover 
OanNAD, AL YON =P 


1882, 2 vols, 
Welthandel, 8 18 
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Foreign Office, February 12, 1908, 
despatch No. 48 of the 28th ultimo relative to 


torrcichiveher Handel 





IHMAVE received your F 





xeolleney 






is Means of Commu 





ral Persin ancl 























mi proposal that should the Shah take refuge in a foreign Legation hie should be proteoted 
x bya foint Anglo-Ruissian guard, 

JHESNEY.—Survey of the Euphrates aud Tigris, 4 vols, Londo T concur in the view expressed by you that difficulties might arise owing to the 

aa ire tam SNaaten ntterey: ai Venetia ad possible refusal of a foreign Legation to accept an Anglo-Russian guard. 

nani REE Perot ora ehaamnte Sophis 8. hSeAOT in Wing atti ralla Wansyi Tt appears to me that the matter is one which had best be eft to the diseretion of 


Posi in India, ot in Coy 


Coli eseritione particulare ditt, Log, 
it della Porta dol gran p e 


Jostume, the British and Russian Representatives at Tehra 


, and T have to. request. your 
Excellency to propose to M 


Isvolsky that instructions be sent to the former, authorizing 
them, in the event of the contemplated arising, to offer to furnish the 
guards should they think the offer likely to be accepted, and should they consider the 
stop necessary for the Shah’s safety. 
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jignule della [. R, Wibblioteea di Vienna ed annotate per E, C. 









V.—Snguio sulla 
10, 1436) dell Bibliote 


J, D. vox. —Der 


Tam, ke, 
(Signed) B, GREY. 


Valeune carte idrografiche 
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dor Tiskei. Riga, 1838, 
Berlin 4. 1869. 
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Hevd, Wantenat—Gesehi vilels im Mittelatter, Stuttgart, 18% 


Joxor, de KJ. M, Lycklama & Nyeholt dor Perai 
handel der Nederlander aldaar on de tegenwoordige stant des Nandels in dat ijk 
yin het Aanttik. Genootschap te Amsterdam, 18% 


Kove. —Hhnidelsverhiltniswe Pervious, ZAE. Berlin, 14, 1863, 
nsviselion Handvlasechiv, 1863, No. 8) 

















(Nach dem 





Painy, Lewis, Lirvre 
‘an Area of Trade, 


Ravseil vor ‘Treat Hauptverkehrswege Persiens, Versuch einer Verkebrageo- 
sraphic dieses Landes, Halle al S., 1890, : 


RevreR, Cant. —Gogenwitrtige Zustinde von Land und Yolk im Miindungslande des Schatt 
41 Arab tind ihre commercelien Verhilthisse yun Perser-Golf, (Brinteramg 8 zum Stufenland 
les Euphrate und ‘Tigrissystema WesteAsion V. 3) 


—On the Geographical Capatilitice of the Persian Gulf 
18. 















(3900) No, 186. 


fir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolxon. 





88.) 
Sir, 


disputest 


‘This communication appears to have bee! 
should be glad if your Excelleney would ascert 
take of the action of the Persian Government in this respect, 

You should at the same time inform the Ru 


Government are much impressed by the news which reacehs them of the preparations 


+ No, 14, 











Foreign Office, Febyuary 12, 1908. 
I TRANSMIT herewith copy of a communication which has. he 
the Persian Chargé d’Affaires at this Court relative to the Turco-Persian frontier 





addressed to all the Pow 
in what view the Russian Goverment 


jan Government that [lis Majesty's 


No. 156, 





received from 
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which the Turks are making for still larger operations than those hitherto carried 
out, that the situation seems to grow daily more serious and threatening, and that they 
are ready to consider, with a view to supporting it if possible, any action which the 
Russian Government may suggest. 





Tam, &e. 
(Signed) E. GREY, 











(2396) No. 187. 


Foreign Office to India Office. 


Sir, Foreian Office, February 12, 1908, 

SIR 8, GREY observes in a report from the Officer in Command of His Majesty's 
ship “Hyacinth,” dated the 25th December, 1907, respecting the capture of the Dayir 
pirates, a copy of which he understands was also communicated to the India Office, that 
Captain Hickley, the officer who effected the capture, states that he informed the 
Khan of Bander Rig that, he would bring his good services to the favourable: notice of 
tho Brit an Governments, 

i to state that Sir B, Grey proposes, subject to the concurrence of 

Mr. Secrotary Morley, to instruct His Majesty’s Chargé d’Affaires at ‘Tebran to express 
to the Persian Government the appreciation of His Majesty’s Government of the 
services rendered by the Khan, and T am to inquire whether Mr. Morley would be 
disposed to instruct the Government of India to make him a small present as a reward 
for his co-operation, 

Tam to inclose a copy of a letter which 
expressing Si ’s appreciation of the efficient manner in which the capture of 
the pirates was effected by Captain Hickley. 

Major Cox appears to have given valuable assistance in the matter, and Mr, Morley 
will doubtless give instructions for his proceedings to be approved. 

With rogard to the closing of Museat to Afghans, it is presumed that a communi- 
cation will he addressed to the British India Steam Navigation Company as 
recommended by Captain Hickley, 











































as been addressed to the Admiralty, 























Tam, &e. 
(Signed) LOUIS MALLET. 














(2896) No, 188. 


Foreign Office to Admiralty, 


Sir, Foreign Office, February 12, 1908, 
LLATD before Secretary Sir B, Grey your letter of the 25th, forwarding a repot 
respecting the recent capture of pirates at Dayir by His Majesty's ship “ Highilyer.” 
1 am directed to request you to express to the Lords Commissioners of the 
Admiralty Sir 1%. Groy’s satisfaction at the prompt and efficient manner in which the 
capture was tlfected by Captain Hickley. 


































Lam, &. 
(Signed) LOUIS MALL 




















(5064) No. 189). 









Sir N. O'Conor to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February 13.) 









(No. 41) 
(Polographic.) BP. Constantinople, February 13, 1908, 
FOLLOWING from Mr, Wratislaw, Urmmia, No. 16 of the 13th instant = 










“With reference to my telegram of the 7th instant, After enumerating the 
‘Treaties which confirm that of 1639, the ‘Turkish Memorandum declares that the 
ce of Persian officials in Kurdistan, from Bayazid to the extreme frontier of 
nich, is founded on no right. It says that the Kurds have now returned to 
their ol allegiance to the Sultan, and implies that the whole of the above-mentioned 
district belongs to ‘Turkey. 
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“The Persian Commission, on the other hand, take their stand on the Treaty of 
Erzeroum, Article IT of which excludes any demand for the cession of territory, 
except in the cases provided for in Article TI. 

“Even at this early siage a deadlock seems possible, as neither side sooms 
disposed to abandon its position, 

“Tam told by Taher Pasha that he has received a letter from the Turkish 
General who went to Soujboulak, saying that he only did so to help the Persian 
Governor-General.” 






















(5051) No, 190. 
Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey —(Received February 18.) 
(No. 44.) 
(Telegraphic) P. Tehican, February 18, 1908 
NGE of telegraph line, 
m telegraphically informed by His Majesty's Consil, Scistan, that, though 









hitherto English, Russian, and Persian operators on the Scistan line have shared one 
office, the Russian Acting Consul at Birjand is demanding a special room, which ean 
be locked, wherein to install a new tape instrument which he is expecting, 

Major Kennion points out that though, when we acquire Russian 
privilege of a separate room would be valuable, yet this would. uc 
if the status quo, which, pending the exchange of | 
maintained. 

‘he following explanation of tho incident is given by M. de Hartwig — 


He was 
tho improve 

















ghts, the 
y be a disturb 
ought presumably 10 be 











recently informed by the Russian ConsiGevieral at Meshed that, for 
went and upkeep of the line, cortain Is nuust be supplied 
M. de Hartwig’s reply was that only saficient for tho Moslioit-Khaf section should be 
at, ‘The Twlograph Hoad-quarters at Tiflis, to whom this instruction wag sont, asked 
hy the Tine south of Khaf was not to be inchided pofting ont that comnnnication 
might be interrupted if the repa pilred wero not 
The Minist had replied that the ph Admministrat: would be infor 
iurse of the reason, which politi M. de Wartwig says that the Ri 
Consitls do not know of tle Agrooment rospectine the exehinge of lines. Te has 
roported this ease to St Potershungh, and prosiimes Nat the yew instrument has been 
nitas part of the alleged repairing mn of Nis ordor 
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AF the special room, if it | 
all Russian employés are to, be 


















withdrawn, and that Russia will not maintain signallors a swe 
foat present, which, T presume, will be arranged when the ¢l 
(4512) No. 191. 


Foreign Office to Mr. J. Preece, 


Foveiyn Office, February 13, 1908, 
y Sir Kuward Grey to inform von that he has re 
lajes 246 U'\flaires at Mehran, giving, 

to substance of reports furnished by His Majesty's Vice-Consul ut Ahwaz rolative to 
the situation in Ara 
Tr appears from this telegram that all has been quiet in the oil camps for the past 
teo months, an improvement in the situation which Captain Lorimer attributes. to 
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‘The Khans profess 
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arrived, 


claims. 
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Mr. Marling expresses the opinion that the most satisfactory solution of the 
difficulty with regard to the guards would be their payment by their Syndicate direct, 
and he has accordingly suggested to Captain Lorimer that he should use his opportunity 
to induce the Khans t grant the necessary permission. 


Tam, &. 
(Signed) LOUIS MALLET, 





No. 192. 
Foreign Office to India Office. 


Foreign Office, February 18, 1908. 
4 misinit to you herewith 
ph ffaires at” Tehran and 
Ambassador at St. Pot e raph Ii Persia.® 

F ars ing’s. earlier to request you to call the 
attention of Mr, Morley to the inquiry contained in the last paragraph as 
to the Department by which it is desired that the obligations now discharged by the 
Russian Tolograph Administration should be taken over. 

his lator telegram, Lam to state that it appears to Sir E. Groy 
that the exchange of Memoranda referred to constitutes a sulliciently definite record 
of the armngement by which the rights now enjoyed by Great Britain over the 
‘Toliran-KI line are ceded to Russia, and that any further formality in this 
respec ss ould accordingly propose, if Mr. Morley concurs in this 
view, to reply inquiry. 

Tam further to state that, in Sit B, Grey's opinion, the terms of the Memorandum 
communicated by Tis Majesty’s Ambassador at St. Petersburgh to the Russian 
Minister for Foreign Affairs on tho 28rd June last make it abundantly clear that 
{lis Majesty's Government surrender their rights over the Tehran-Khanikin line in 
considoration of « promise on tho, part of the Russian Goverament that they will not 
oppose the prolongation of the British Concessions for the telograph lines from Jask 
to Bushive and from Task to Gwaddur, and of the Central Porsian telegraph line to 
Robat, 

This for THis Majesty's Government to judge of the moment at which it would 
be opportune to apply to the Persian Government for the prolongation of these 
Concessions, and thoy can hardly insist on the grant of this prolongation being 
simultaneous with the transler to Russia of their rights over the Tehran-Khanikin 
lino. All therefore that remains to be done at present is for the Russian Governmet 
to obtain from that of Persia their recognition of the transfer of those rights. 
Sir B, Groy proposes, subject to Mx. Morley’s concurrence, to telegraph to Mx, Marling 

1 this sense, 

A Js Sir A. Nicolson’s telegram, I am to inquire Mr. Morloy's opinion of 
the desirability of making to the Persian Government an explanation in the sense 
proposed by MG Tsvolky, and TE am to ‘ask whether he sees any objection to 
Sic A. Nicolson's making to his Excellency the communication which he suggests, 
Should Mr. Morley see none, I am to request that Sir E, Grey may be supplied 
With copies of the two Conventions referred to for communication to M. Isvalsky. 

Sir B, Groy agrees with Sir A. Nicolson in considering that it would be more 
convenient to deat with the question of the exchange of the Meshed-Scistan and the 
‘elran-Meslied lines separately from that of the cession of the British rights over 

Nehvan-Khanikin line, and, if Mx. Morley concurs in this opinion, would propose 

nv his Excellency to make to M. Isvolsky a suggestion in that sense. 
Tam, &e. 
(Signed) LOUIS MALLET. 





* Nos. 170, 171, and 173. 
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[5183] No. 198. 
Major Cox to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February 14.) 


(Telegraphic.) _ rae Bushire, February 14, 1908, 
"I AM certain that British interests in Southern Persia and the Gulf would benefit 
if the new British Minister were to arrive by way of Bushire, 

This course Thad urged on Sir C. Spring-Rice bofore I know that he would not 
return. 





(4756) No, 194. 
Foreign Office to India Office 


Sir, Foreign Office, February 14, 1908, 

TNAM directed by Conretary Sir ondenndl GH) ta es sou Herotith 
decypher of a telegram from His Majesty's Chargé d’Affaires at Tehran,® inguiring aa 
to the intentions of His Majesty's Goyerament regarding the retention at Shiraz of the 
sowars of the Consular guard who should have beon relieved last November, and 
urging that some arrangement of a more permanent character should be made, 

Tam to request that Sir E, Grey may be furnished with any. observations which 
Mr. Secretary Morley may have to offer on this telegram. 

Lar, &e, 
(Signed) LOUIS MALL 





(5384) No. 195. 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February 19.) 
aXe 45) 9 y—( ny 15.) 
(Tolegraphic.) P. Tehran, 
TURCO-PERSIAN frontier. My despatch No, 29 of the 14th instant. 
_ Consul at Kermanshah had received information that military preparations were 
being nado by Turks agaisat Valiof PusiteKul.. Conall-Ceicra at Bouelid reports, 
however, that thero is no confirmation of anything serious being on foot. 


(5064) No. 196. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir N, O'Conor. 





(No. 81.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. 
NURCO-PERSIAN frontier. 
Thave received Urumia telegram No. 16 of the 13th instant, 

Ishould like to know exact extent of Turkish claim. Can you ascertain this ? 


Foreign Office, February 15, 1908. 





(5051) No. 197. 
Foreign Office to India Office. 


Sir, ; Foreign Office, February 15, 1908. 

TAM directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to transmit to you herewith decyphor 
of a telegram from His Majosty’s Chargé d’Affaires at Tehran,t relative to certain 
improvements which the Russian Telegraph Administration propose to effect on tho 
Meshed-Seistan telegraph line. : 

Tn view of the" satisfactory attitude adopted by the Russian Minister at Tehran 
with reference to this incident, and of the fact that he has reported the caso to 
St. Petersburgh, Sir E, Grey is disposed, if Mr. Secretary Morley concurs, to defer 
compliance with Mr. Marling’s request for instructions al His Majesty's Government 


+ No.176. t No. 190. 
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fare in possession of the official explanation which the Russian Goverament may be 
expacted shortly to furnish to Sir A. Nicolson. ‘ : ‘ 
Tn the meanwhile Sir B, Grey would he glad to receive any observations which 
Mr. Morley may have to offer on the facts reported in Mr. Marling’s telegram. 
Tam, &e. 
(Signed) ' LOUIS MALLET. 






































(5417) No. 198. 
Mr, Marling to Sir Edward Grey—(Received February 17.) 
No. 7, 
ir, , Tehran, January 21, 1908, 
WITH reference to my despatch No, 223 of the 9th October last, T venture to 
inquiro whother any decision lias been reached as to the permnauency of the appoint 
ment of Military Attaché at Meshed. I have seen no reason to alter the opinion whicl 
T ventured to express in my above-mentioned despatch that the post should not be 
abolished, and Iis Majesty's Consul-General at Meshed informs me that he entirely 
‘grees in that view, 









Thave, &. 
(Signed) CHARLE! 












I, MARLING. 








No. 199. 





(5419) 





Mr. Marling to Sir Eiward @ Received February 17.) 













gfe. Tehran, January 21, 1008. 

1 HAVE the honour to transmit herewith copy of “a letter written to 
Mr Acting ConsulGeneral, Stevens by an Anmentan Trica Wl in Saouje 
Houlak abort the middle of Vecombor, aud also an English ubstmet of w very 
id confused uote from the Porsiaa Minister for Poroign Aiiirs respecting 
it eveuts in Suoujboulak 
The Turkish Communi 







whe 











walled Party Pasha in the former doe 
thy simne as Mohammed Pazl Pasha,‘ Berik” (Major 
mistaken the title * erik” for a name, while Bayi 
also fo indiente the same person. 

Kom vi ‘sitions that [have bud with the Mushir-ed-Dowleh, it 
appew's qui tliat on or about the 21st instant rma Was 
pirtially starounded by Kurtish tribes on the north west, south, and south-east of 
Snoujbonlak, but at that date his communigations with Minudoab were still open, as 
he folograph Line was still open, and, so far as was known, the postal service was still 
working. 
he Pers 





nts obviously 


































ry auxious as to bis position, and are. straini 
«1 supplies of all kinds, of wi 


oyernmont 
nerve to send him reinforcements a 
himself to be in dire need, 

T would venture to point out that the longer the ‘Turks are suffered to adva 
and oecupy Persian territory, the more dificult it will he to persuade them to giv 
Way, for to retire from the occupied districts after assuring the inhabitants that the 
have come to stay would be exceedingly damaging to Turkish prestige on the western 
side of the frontier. 





i 
i he reports 









































T have, &e. 
(Signed) CHARLES M. MARLING. 












Inclosure 1 in No. 199. 











elik-Vartanian to Acting Consul-General Stevens. 









‘My dear Sir, ‘Saoujboulak, December 19, 1907. 
PERMIT me to send some news about the state of affairs in this city and in 

the surrounding country. In the first place, the Governor (Hadji Samet Khan, 

Sordar-i:Muktadir) lias left this city nine days ago, and the city is, if not really, 
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apparently in the hands of the Turks, ‘The reasons of the Governor for leaving the 
city are as follows:— 


A few of the Kurdish Aghas having personal grievance against the Persian 
Government went and begged Fariq Pasha (te Commander of the Turkish army on 
tiie Turko-Persian border) to accept them as Turkish subjects. Fariq Pasha accepted 
their offer and recognized them as subjects of the Sultan, and he encouraged them to 
try to persuade the rest of the Kurdish Aghas to follow their example, Some of the 
Shas followed and submitted to the Turks out of fear, while others refused to. be 
isloyal to the Shahi. ‘Those who remained loyal suffered great loss in person, wealth, 
nd property. Among those Aghas who had transferred their loyalty from the Persians 
to the Turks was Bayis Agha, Bayis Agha was given the title of Pasha,” and was 
sent hy Farig to loot the villages of the Aghas who had refused to submit to the Turks, 
Bayis came with 600 horsemen and began to carry away the cattle and sheep of the 
villages belonging to the Aghas who lad remained loyal to Persia, ‘They sent and 
begged for help and protection from Serdar-i-Muktadir against. Bayis Agha. Serdar 
sent 200 troops with tivo cannon, but before the arrival of the troops all the 
including Serdar-ieMukri (who was in ‘Tabreez only two weeks ago, and who wi 
Maki ot Saonjboulak before Serdar-i Muktadir camo as Hakim), had submitted to 
Bayis Agha and had promised loyalty to the Turks, On hearing this fact tho Serdar 
me alarmed, and ordered the troops to retum, and on ‘Tuesday, the 10th December 

= pat., he sent away to Miandoab his three wives, together with other Persian 






































hack to Pasva, five hours’ ride from here, to see Fariq P 
nd offer him the Goyernorship of the eity. ‘Tho answer of Bariq has been: “1 accept 
‘you as subjects of the Sultan, but cannot come to Saoujboulak without the permission 
if the Sublime Porte, Twill telegraph your wishes to the Sultan and will let you 
know in four days.” ‘The day after the citizens returned, five zaptichs arrived here on 
ules, sent by Fariq Pasha, apparently for the protection of the ‘Turkish Consulate 
, hut really for the occupation of the city in the name of the Sultan} in the mean- 
time Bayis Agha, whom the Fariq Pasha had sent out to persuade the Kurd Aghas to 
submit fo the Turks, was gathering immense wealth by looting them and demanding 
tribute in the name of Bariq Pasha, ‘he tributes consisted of horses, German Mauser 
rilles, cartridges, and cash money, ‘Two days after he came intending to enter th 
city, but the citizens would not permit him to enter and loot the city. He went again 
to Pasva, where Fariq resides, 
Last night the Shalibender 
ofligers and the Karguzar to le 
fan Tv! 


































rkish Consul here) ordered Hoth the Customs 
ve the city, and they left this morning with th 
This evening (19th December) arrived here fifteen Turkish soldiers with 
ere lodged in the customs buildings, and were lodged in the 
customs building, vacated this morning by the Persians, ‘Lo-morrow will arrive two 
weginents of Turkish soldiers; the officers will be given quarters in Uhe customs 
iniilding, while the soldiers arv to be lodged in the barracks, At the present time the 
‘Turkish Consul is the real Governor of the city, and he looks after all the affains of 
tle city, and his stable is full of prisoners. 
Baper Agha Mangoor remained loyal to Persia to the last, and went to Miandoab 
with Serdar Muktadir, He has $0 liorsemen and, counting women and children, about 
300 followers, 






































Further news, if you wish to lave, will be sent to you, and if you care to have a 
British Consular Representative here, L would be willing to act as one, 
Lam, &e, 
HM, D. MELIK-VARTANIAN, 41D. 





Me 





Inclosure 2 in No. 199. 


Mushir-ed-Dowleh to Mr, Marling, 
(Abstract.) January 19, 1908. 
AS the unruly Persian tribes, by the instigation and. threats of Bayazid Agra, a 
‘ersian refugee, wlio is supported by the ‘Turkish authorities, had procectted to acts of 
Violouee, murder and plunder to the villages and the town of Saoujboulak and forced 
the Refat-ul-Veaareh, the Persian Foreign Offier agent, to leave the plied, Is 
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Highness the Firman Firma proceeded thither to punish the rebellious tribes, to 
restore order and tranquillity in the district. On his Highness’ arrival at. Miandoal, (5420) No, 200, 
January Ist, Mohammed Fal asha Farik wrote to him from Posva stating that his 
Tighness? advance to Snoujboulak with troops mi site the tribes and lead to Mr. Marling to Sir E . 
fights, and in that case the Turks would not be responsible. ‘The Firman Firma No10) fr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—( Received February 17.) 
wrote'in reply that the refugee, Basazid Agha, who fs plundering on the Pesan Bo nity 
Trontior, has collected some of the Mankur and Turkish trihes, proceeded to the house ae a _Teliran, January 24, 1908. 
po MTolammed Hussein Khan Sardar, a Persian official of high rank, threatened him sey AR Sep neste Cae NO ay EAL Ceara AN BUTS 
With death, and askeit him to allow ‘Turkish interference. ‘The Firman Firma also Leet AGE despatch from Mz, Consul-General Wratislaw, reporting 
q Added that the property of Persian subjects at Saoujhoulak had been. plundered and ion on'the Turco-Persian frontier. 
Hamagedy and that he was gomg there to restore one on the frontien in a mannce __ Thave, &e. 

Mitod’to the friendship existing between the two countries, and asked the Turkish (Signed) CHARLES M, MARLING, 
Mivials to prevent any untoward ineident between the tribes of the two countries, 
fn whieh cage the responsibility would rest with the ‘Carkish frontier authorities, 

Wan the Turks were informed of the Firman Firma’s departure for 
Saonjhouak, they sent the Mamesh tribes of Persia, with » large number of horseme peas 
toa point about three wiles from Miandoab, to cut off all communiention between Tnelosure in No, 
that place and Sioujboulak, Private boxes, a sum of 7,000 tomans i Tn 
mount of property belonging, to Shalisevens, and some prov i ‘ 
to Stonjboulak were seized, ‘The chiefs of the village of Mo (No. 80.) 
they must proceed, by tho owers of Barik Pasha, to, the neighbouthood of Minoo Se a 
tnd mlunder the place said cut off the communication between that pluce anc ate of things along the frontier some ti seu 
Shouboutak ; othorwise they woul be put to death . bad tv worse. The Sainas-U Por UM AIK STAINES CORI! MAH, 
Mamesh and Mankur horse, acted accordingly, and ¢ most unsafe, and there is a I Pr Orolanaeunanile i 
io tle amount of 800,000 tomans, and killed Tomen.. Besides thes Para era SL AR ERECT EO RCRA EE aC 
















































ConsulGeneral Wratislaw to Mr, Marling. 








Uri, Deceniber 28, 1907. 








































; [ it on ti as the camel drivers refuse to run the 
rom Saoujhoulak to Wi ns, were seized, and six. horsemen who accompaniet FELT LEER Ca HEL en eR ai 
tam wees disarmed by the Mamesh tribesmen and the men are now missing, a Aah pundiylmonece:dlesv ages ani eGlNo ORCA 

ithe perpetrators had often said that they were acting under the orders Umi The SalmascstHet “Many, Choumndot alice have ting hioed 


ut stolen 






ot Farik Pasta, the Birman Birma informed him of this in his letter and reque: 
Him to instruct the ‘Turkish frontier authorities not to allow the beasts can 
ot by the tribes. to cross the frontior, as some of them belong to Russ 
subjects. 
Tnetend of punishing the murderers and brigands and preventing the reeurren 
of those deplorable events, Harik Pasha. has written in reply to the Phman Pisna 
Auggesting to hin that in orier to prevent any religious conflict between the Moslems 
io should return to Miandoab, 
By the laws of nations « milita 
the local Governor of another, who 
} to mottos plage, mid, moreover, try to re 
heen abandoned for many years, while th 
islam. 





months of 
w one 





vember and December, and the loss to 

estimated at over 8,000/. 

is expected that measures vill be 

protection to the whole distriex is 

ubity of to! Porvian’auihioiteas Been ors funda Ans 

ive expedition to Somaiy the results of Majd-os-Sultaneh’s 
too disastrous for the idea of risking a repetition of them to 
i, and the position of these Kurds, inhabiting as they do a 


claimed by the Turks though not y is 
‘ e gh not yet oveupied hy them, is for the momer 
ee y My i the moment: 


In the town of Urmi 























of one country las no right to. propose to 
to testore onder in his district, to 

wy the religions disput 
re is harmony between the two seets of G 









tas Leen no disorder singe th expulsion of the 
mor. r entleman, a resident of the town, who way 
fied with the title of Acting Governor some time afler Imam Kuli’s departure 
tukes no share in the administration, Mie Government, such ai 











maphie reports ¥6 dAgha 



















M Ane asi ee i is, is in the hands 
rebellions tribes have notitied to the Sheik-uwl-Eslam and the inhabitants the President of the Enjumen, the Karguzar, and the Chief Fedais, the ae 
Bo PITT Mane Cat Patnenatentt sacar vig the real masters of the situation, Until they begin to quarrel among themselves, 





mnvunitior 
On the ote 
encouraged the Persian tribes, amounting 
iPhey all say that they are acting unde 

thoy have plundensd Persian villizes, murdered people, fired on 





{ improbable contingency, tliere seems no prospect of disturbances. 

To the south things are even worse than in the north, so fur at least as 
communications are almost entirely suspended, Not on 

turous traveller to reekon with numerous bands of maraudin: 

expect to be fired on at sight by the inhabitants of any vill 





known 
Tins the advene 
Kurds, but he must also 
liv approaches, who in 















man Firm 






















Fa eaeeeatde sakdeus-Sultan, and killed and wounded between. thirty tite Croublos tnves regan all strangers wa eneutlos, “2he)Plalu of Gent wiih Wi” 

forty of his men, Persians have heen obliged to defend themselves, ani, eonseque <at part given up to the cultivation of grapes to be exported in the shape of raisins, 

nium Tiocw Killed on either si does uot produce suflicient grain for the needs of the population, and has hitherto 
‘Pie Burk Je aa Mea alitg auiongey die tutes tab oaks Vicon in part supplied from Solduz and Soujboulak, ‘These sourees have now been cut 


lead to difficulties. off, 
Lhave therefore thought it necessary to inform you of the fa 

good as to bring the matter to the notiee of the British Government, 
T Ambassador may he instructed to inform the Porte of the misbehia 
the Turkish officials if, cncoumging the mischief, and to co-operate with the Persian 
Ambassador in stopping the evils. 





and the prices of wheat aud barley are rising rapidly in conse ct 
‘Phe case of the Karapapaks of Solduz setae ihe uA 
fom the neighbourhvod of Erivan when the district they inhabite 
Russia by: the ‘Preaty of ‘furkmanchai, and were settled in Solduz by the Persian 
ernment. In return for keeping 400 armed horsemen at the service of the 
Government they were exempted from all taxes, and. they have always been regarded 
as a body on which the Shah could rely as a sort of local gendarmerie as wells 
u liaries to his army in times of emergency. Recently their district became the 
a et of persistent attacks on the part of Mamesh Kurds under the command of 
faniza Seimen, brother of Mehmet Agha. ‘This personage liad hitherto been on very 
friendly terms with them, but in reply to their remonstrances he informed them that 
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he had been ordered by Mahommed Fazil Pasha, the officer commanding the Turkish 
troops at Paswah, to do his utmost to harass them in every possible way. He 
regretted tle order, but was obliged to obey it, At the same time he advised them to 
apply to the Pasha, ‘The Karapapaks accordingly sent a deputatien to Paswah to beg 
ihe Pasha to let them alone, 

‘They. were kindly reeeived, but were told that they had only two alternatives, 
either to give up their arms and emigrate in the spring, or to adhere to the Turks. 
‘The Pasha strong! ‘I tliem to choose the latter, as the whole country on both 
sides of them was passing under the Sultan's dominion, and they could not expect to be 
an exeeption to the general rule, 

‘Phe deputation returned to Solduz, and after much deliberation, the Karapapaks 
‘came to the conclusion that, as it was out of the question for them to disarm, the only 
escape from their present intolerable situation was to accept the second alternative. 
When their decision was communicated to Mahommed Fazil Pasha le directed them 
to prepare a letter to him, signed by the chief men in each village, making their 
submission, and requesting that they might be accorded Turkish nationality. This was 
done; the Pasha informed them that their Petition was granted, and within two days 
‘ll attacks of the Kurds 

‘he Karapapaks were strictly enjoined to hold no communication with the 
Persian Government, but they have written a letter to Ferman Ferma, the Governor- 
Gencral of Azerbaijan, to explain. the circumstances of their secession, which 
etter was brought here last week for transmission to Tabreez. 

From Soujboulak it is very diffieult to got any news at all. All that is known 
ere is that the Mangour Kurds under Baizagha occupied the town after its evacua- 
tion by the Persinn Governor, whom they followed up some distance to the east in the 
Gitection of Minndoab. ‘The inhabitants of the town, almost entirely Sunnis. of 
Kindish extraction, liave in their turn presented a Petition to Mahommed Fuzil Pasha 
bogging for Vurkish nationality, which was forwarded to antinople for. the 
Sultan's decision, ‘Ihe oveupation of Soujboulak seems to have been effected by 
Kurds aloue, bit it is understood Here that a sinall body of ‘Turkish soldiers 
subsequently joined them. 

Mie Muirkish troops in 4 
clothed, badly fed, and suffering trom typhoid and 
{caring down the Christians’ deserted houses in, Mawana and 
the woodwork for fuel, and. the few remaini 
found it impossible to sutisfy the demands 
Yaver Bey, who commands at Mawana, 
that a fresh’ battalion was expeeted from Van shortly, but I haye not yet heard of its 
arival, 

‘Nhe pro-Lurkish movement in the town and district of Urmi appears to have 
been cliecked for the moment by the arrival of Muhteshem-es-Sultanch, from whom 
the eredulous population expect great things. In the town the mover 
engingerd! by Sunni residents, who secretly incited people to give 
names to the ‘Turkish Consular Agent or to Colonel Yayer Bey as candidates fc 
‘Purkish protection, ‘Te villagers were induced to do the same thing by si 
desperation, Shouli, as is more than probable, Muhteshem-es-Sultanch! 
prove unsuccessful and the aggressions of the Kurds continue, there are likely to be 
frvsh developments in this direction, as the poliey of the ‘Turks scems to be to obtain 

nvitutions from the population inj order to justify their occupation of districts outside 
the identie zone, Moliammed Fail Pasha informed the Karapapak deputation that 
the town of Unini had hitherto been left untouched “because there were to many 
foreigners in it,” but that ihe lot of the inhabitants would be rendered so unbearable 
that they would he eventually forced to solicit ‘Turkish intervention. 
Thaye, &e. 
(Signed) A. ©. WRATISLAW 
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(542 No, 201. 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February 17.) 


No. 11.) 
Si, Tehran, January 25, 1908. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit to yon herewith, in case you should think it 
desirable to take any action in the matter, copy of a despatch from His Majesty's 
Consul-General at Bushire, reporting on the circumstances in which certain native 
boats are now plying in the Persian Gulf under the German flag, 

Thaye, &c, 
(For His Majesty's Chargé d’Affaires), 
(Signed) R. G. VANSITTART. 


Inclosure 1 in No, 201. 


Major Cox to Mr. Marling, 
(No, 98.) 
Sir, Bushire, December 22, 1907. 
THAVE the honour to forward herewith, for your information, a copy of a despatch 
which I have addressed to the Government of India in the foreign Department, 
reporting the circumstances under which three native vessels with head-quartors at 
Lingah are now sailing under the German flag. 
T have, &e, 
(Signed) P. Z, COX, Major, British Resident in the 
Persian Gulf and His Britannic Majesty's 
Consul-General for Fars, &c. 


Inclosure 2 in No, 201. 


Major Cox to the Government of India, 


Sir, Bushire, December 22, 1907. 

HAVE the honour to report, on information received from the Residency Agent 
ut Lingahi, the circumstauces under which three native vessels with headquarters at 
Lingahi are now sailing under the German flag, 

2 At the end of August last the Agent reported that Messrs. Wouckhaus’ aud 
(o, had) started bringing smotheropearl according to their practice, and were 
said to intend purchasing more extensively than usual this season. ‘To this end two 
large native craft of the “boom” type and one“ simbookh” were being used for 
communicating with the pearling fleets and for the transport of sholls, and were being 
sailed under the German flag. 

Asked for further details, the Agent explained that one Amin-bin-Ali Amin, a 
native of Kangoon, on the Persian Coast, but for some time past residing in Lingab, 
hhad heen provided with funds by Mr, Wonckhaus, and, haying proceeded therewith to 
Koweit, had purchased two native craft of the “boom” pattern. He had come to an 

ith the German firm under which he was to act as their buyer of shells, 
aid, in addition to the cost price paid by him on behalf of his principals, the latter 
undertook to credit his account with an extra percentage which would form a book 
credit against the money advanced for the purchase of the booms,” and as soon as 
the latter had been wiped off the vessels would become Amin-bin-Ali's own property. 

‘The Agent further reported that two registration certificates for these craft had 
been obtained by Mr. Wonckhaus from the German Consulate at Bushire, and that 
the vessels were plying to and from the pearl banks and islands, towards the end of 
the Cae ae the German flag. Our Agent continued that the third boat, the 
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“ gambookh,” was Amin-bi 
years; it now flew the Ger 
“booms.” 

‘The crews of all the three are furnished by Amin-bin-Ali, and according to the 
Residency Agent * the German Company protects Amin and the crews of the vessels.” 
Certain information asked for as to whether any of the natives employed are divers, or 
whether they have yet done any diving, is not as yet forthcoming. 

3, Now that the pearl season of 1907 is over and winter arrived, the two“ booms” 
are boing employed on voyages to Muscat and Debai, and the third vessel has gone to 
the Malabar Coast for spars and rafters—all under the German flag. 

‘1, Thaye instructed the Residency Agent to endeavour to obtain copies of the 
Certificates granted, and of @ whether or not the grant 
of the flags ‘ons of the Brussels Act, and 1 will report 
as the fact of the grant has been mentioned 

‘ave thought it advisable not to dela 
present available. As the papers have presumably 
Veen issued some three months ago, perhaps His Majesty's Government will consider 
the expediency of obtaining from the Int Bureau under the Brussels Act 
copies of the authorization granted by the authorities, which should 
by this time haye been deposited in uc sagraph 3, Article XIII, 
the No 





‘own property 
jan flag, and w 


and had been in his possession three 
employed in the same way as the two 
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Copy, of this lettor has he 
for information, under my 





) forwarded to His Majesty’s Chargé d’Affaires, 
0, 98 of to-day’ date. 





‘Vehrow 




















Thave, &e. 
ied) ” Z. COX, Major, British Resident in the 
Persian Gulf and His Britannic Majesty's 
isul-General for Fars, Se, 
(8424) No. 
Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February 7.) 
(No. 12.) 
Sin, Tehran, January 27, 190 










LHAVE the honour to tansmit to you herewith an 
coustruction aecounts with the Bakhtinri, Klaus, and [venture to trouble you 
{explanation af the: es which have rendered their revisi 
Mhe vec wile out by the Legation, copy of which was forwarded 
to you in Si ‘o. 211 of ‘the 17th September, 1907, wi 
posted to Captain Lorimer at Tspahin, but failed to reach bim departnr 
which, ax you will recollect, Sir, was unexpectedly: ing reports 
of the sitiuition in which the employés of the Oil at Batwand, 
anil the a cod for his presence wt that plac 
‘iin Lorimer, invilling {0 lose the opportuni 
Intiari country (0 present the cliins to the Khans, himself made out, with the 
istanco of My Wright, of the nperial Bank of Persia at Tspalian, an account on the 
ws that had been stnctioned hy your telegram Ne. 92 of the 12th Angust, 
tuudertook responsibility for any correetions that might subsequently’ be 
essary. When it was found that a dise of some 13,000 Krans. ex 
his version and that of the Legation, which eventually reached him at Ahwaz, 
he pointed ont with justice that the Legati out should have been made out, like 
His own, on a tomain basis, as previously laid down, aud as futile to 
‘attempt to make the Khans understand an agconnt on a ster! 
T acc 
lain thus exceeds by about 900 Kraus that presented by Captain Lorimer, in 
ch some sli etected. Captain Lorimer has been instructed to 
y this modification to the Khuns and to present the revised elaim, copy of which 
n forwarded tohim, ‘The discrepancy in the elim now transmitted and that 
forwarded in above mentioned is due in part to the 
fluctuations 0 ailing at the time when the Khans’ 
payments on ac et that twenty-five aunual instal- 


wal copy of Messrs, 1 



































1 by his pass 
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ments of 1,100 tomans still leave, at the end of that period, a balance against the 
Khans of 2,750 tomans for the completion of the sum of 30,000 tomans, which was 
fixed upon as the arbitrary equivalent of 5,501. It should also be borne in mind that 
the amount now claimed in krans represents a considerable larger suni in sterling than 
formerly owing to the fall in exchange. 





Lhaye, &e. 
(Signed) CHARLES M, MARLING. 





















































Inclosure in No. 202. 


Accorst of the Persian Transport Company (Limited) with the Bakhtiari Khans in respect of the Ahwaz-Ispahan Road. 





DUE BY THE KIN: PAID BY THE KHANS. 





Krans 
To firs salient due at this date ==} 11,000-00 iy 23. | By cash into Bank at Ispahan 
Titorest on 30000) krans at © per eent, for) | Titersst to March 3, 1904, 228 days at 6 por cent. 

cS 15:000-00 | 
| 29,000-00 | Sept. By cash into Bank at Ispatan «| 25.0000. 


Ty interest Toterest to March 3, 1904, 189 days at 6 per cent. 05 


By cash into Bank at Ispaban 10,000:00. 
3 est to March 3, 1904, 114 days at 6 per cent.) "187-40 | 
<+|11,000-00 = | 1439-30 

+ |17,840-00 Mar. By interest on 51,489°30 Krans for one year at 6 per 


——|_ 2880-00 ents 5 5 a 


30,080-00 | May By cash per His Britannic: Majesty’s Legation, 7420. | 
vkrans «| 40,439 -00 
351480, Interest on 40,49 ikrans to) March’ 2, 1905, 


275 days at 6 por cont. ‘| 1,828-05, 


3,089: 


tn rene 12,080 rans ab pr ot for 


ind instalment due at this dat 11,0000 s By cash into Bank at Espaban 30,300°00 
Interest on 278,000 kranss at @ per cont. for 1 2 wysat i'per cent, | 881-60 
‘one Year «. nae | 16,580 °00 


128,027 90 





‘ Toterest on arrears, 9 By eash into Bank at Ispahan é \ 
Tor one youre ae SAIS Titerest to March 2, 1906, 111 days at 6 per cont. 
Tnterest on 12509780 krans to March 2, 1906, for 

‘one year at 6 per cont. : : 

5,402 








Fourth instalment dic at this dat 


Interest on at : irl 
‘on year _ : E 163,490°0 














Dec. 11.) By cash into Bank at Ispahan, é 
Interest to March 2, 1907, 81 days at 6 per cent... 


aus to March 2, 107. for 
44309740 


To interest on arrears, 122-7810 krany at (yer 
7264-60 | ——— aease-2s 


‘Gon for one year ay : 
190,107-70 | | 
date. «| 11,000:00 | 
‘at 6 pet cent. for) «| By balance dae from Khans at March 3, 20,496"80 
fone years 15,860°00 
———-|_ 26,380-00 


To interost on arrears, 156467°70 krans at 6 per 
‘cont. for one year ny aes 2) 


‘Sixth instalment due at this date «| 11,000:00 

Interest on 245,000 krans at 6 per cent. for 
one year. i 14,700-00 
}————]_25:700-00 


191,855-75 | 


‘To interest on arrears, 191,355°75 krans at 6 per 


feont for one years. + : 11,403-35 | 


| BH OHeT0 
Seventh fstaliment due at hi dato. -]1,000-00 


Tntetent on. 234,000 rans at 6 percent, for 
fone year : s+] 14,010-00 












































(5423) No. 203, 





Mr, Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February 17.) 
(No. 18.) 
Sir, Tehran, January 29, 1908. 

THE German Chargé d’Affaires called on me on the 15th instant, and tried to 
draw me into a discussion on the financial position of Persia. 

He said that he agreed with the goneral Persian opinion that a foreign loan was 
absolutely necessary, Such an operation, however, must be exceedingly difficult in 
the present state of international finance, France was the only country where it would 
be possible, and the French Government would probably consult Hi 
Government on the point, I said that Thad no knowledge of what HI 

ment’s views on the subject would be, but I could hardly think they would be 
r to advance money to Persin themselves, as Persia could offer no’ reasonable 
nurity, but in any ease Russia must have the decisive word in the quest Baron 























Majesty’s 

















von Richthofen agreed, and said that, even supposing a Ioan could he raised and 








'y found for it, he supposed that the lenders, whether an International Syndicate 
a foreign Government, would insist on conditions insuring that the money was 
properly used. T said that this consideration had occurred to me, butt doubted 
Whether the Persian Goyernment would eve int to. anything really effective, and 
thought that it would hoa great obstacle to the conclusion of a foreign loan. 

Baron yon Richthofen said he thought it could and would be easily overcome, and 
went on to talk as though an international board of financial control was unavoidable, 

Ho informed me that Herr Gutmann's return to Persia at an early date was by 
no means certain, and that there was no intention of opening the German Bank so 
Jong as the present political uncertainty continued. 

On the 20H Mushiv-ed-Dowleh called on me, and, after 
gen jects, suid that if was now commonly recogni: 
imperative, and it was hoped that the oper 
ndigate to he formed in P, 
suilicient. sum to con 
and internal, amounitin 
stibstant 
ration, aud in iu 




























ome conversation on 
il that a foreign loan was 
ion could be effected with an International 
ison an eatively non-politi ‘Phe wish was to 
lidate the whole of Persia’s ness, both external 
to shout 52,000,000 roubles (5,200,000/.), and to provide a 
‘anil above this wherewith to rworganias the general. adininis 
law the collection and readjustinent of internal taxation. For 
those purposes the Persian Government could offer as guarantee the revenues of the 
customs, amounting list year to about 620,000/,, and it was hoped that on this 
security a loan of 7,000,001, could be procured. Ie recognized, of course, that the 
schemé must depend on the good-will of Russia and Great Britain, but he would like 
to know what | thought of it, I suid that any such transaction must, of course, 
depend on the consent of Russin and Great Britain, but, supposing that that was 
obtained, E doubted whether any financial group in the world would advance so lar 
‘1 sum as his Excellency lid mentioned, as the amount of the revenues tobe pledged 
for its souvice was only just hirge enough for the purpose, and left no margin of 
suourity; aid. in the second place, E thought it likely that, considering th 
whieh earlier foreign Loans had been put in Persia, that some right of supervision of 
the expenditure of the money would be required, “Tf the loan were to he an ordinary 
financial operation —an international ” transaction, as his Excellency expressed 
it seemed to me that this would bring Persia perilous & {0 international financial 
control. ‘This L knew was what Germany was aiming at—in faet, Baron vou Richthofen 
already Looked upon the establishnient of a Caisse dela Dette” as inevitable, and had 
no doubt that the suggestion of an “ international commercial” Joan came trom him, 
th the sol ¢ it about, Control of that kind would be ve 
distasteful {0 Persia, and was, | thought, unnecessary cial adviser would Ii 
auble to indicate the objects to whieh any loan shoul! be put, and a stat ‘ope 
inspectors would hat those objects were beiig really carried ‘They 
would also he valuable in 
whiels was so uully required, 

F thought also t 
































































































i effected i the open market m 
se oF temporary inability of the Pei 
poudholders woul bee much more 
stviet rights and exneting thelr pound of flesh tan would be 
should any con vance the money required, 
T tolll his Fxcelleney that what Thad sail 






















pressed merely my owt personal 





igi 





opinion, and that I was entirely unacquainted with the views which His Majesty's 
Government might have on thie question of'a loan, 

_,, His Excellency said that he quite understood that, but the whole question was 
il en Tair, and, of course, nothing could be done till after the arrival of 
M. Bizot. 

Mushir-ed-Dowleh has since then furnished me with a private memorandum 
concerning a proposal for raising additional revenues to the amount of 2,500,001, 
iomans_ to 3,000,000 tomans, by an inerease of the duties on tea and sugar, and 
expressing the hope that the British and Russian Governments will consent to this 
alteration of the Tariff. 

Ido not propose to give any reply to his Excellency on the matter, as I presume 
that, pending an examination of the situation hy M. Bizot, His Majesty's Government 
will reserve their decision on all financial proposals, ‘The idea has been borrowed 
from Sani-ed-Dowleh, who has for some time past been cogitating a scheme for the 
construction of a railway from Mohammerah vit Dizful, Khorremabad, Sultanabad, 
and Kum to Tehran, and thence on to Bender-i-Gez on the Caspian Sen, 

Thave, &, 
(Signed) CHARLES M, MARLING, 


























(5424) No. 204, 

sony Ne Marling to Sir Bavward Grey.—(Reeeived February V1.) 
(No. 14) 
Sin, 


3 Tehran, January 29, 1908, 
IN the early days of the month, though externally the town was quict enough, it 
secned as though another crisis might occur, ‘The Shah, after a few days’ comparativo 
inactivity, recommenced his campaign against the Assembly. By his influence, exercised 
through two of the great ecclesiasties, the party at the Masjid-i-Morvi had been allowed 

ape; reinforcements for the bodyguard wore being brought into ‘Tehran by 

he Parsees were terrorized by the murder of n prominent member of thei 

community for haying assisted the Popular cause with money and arms; an attack 
on Mushit-ed-Dowlel’s house, ascribed to bunglars, was poptilarly believed to have 
been an attempt organized from the Palace on the life of the Minister, for whom the 
Shialt is known to entertain a particular dislike; and Palace influence had been brought 
to bear on the Cabinet to prevent them giving such assurances to the Dutch Minister 
is would justify him in insisting on Sand-ed-Dowlch leaving. the country 























driblet 
























xcelleney ihe could suggest any means by whieh 1 
could help to remove the distrust felt universally of the Shah, 

With the usual Persian disinclination to commit himself, Nizam-es-Saltanch but 
about the bush for a time, but at last said abruptly that the only thing was to. give 
the Shak good advice and persuade him to follow it, 1 said 1 would see what T could 
‘lo, and then adverted to the murder of Kereidoun, and received a promise from the 
Premier that every effort would be made to punish the assussius. 

_ Twas unable to see the Russian Minister the following day, but in reply to a nolo 

saving Uproposed to call on Sunday, Treecived one from M. le Hartwig Tate in the 

ig, letting me know that he was to see the Shahi the next morning for the purpose 

of impressing on Tis Majesty the absolute need of good relations withthe Assombly, 1 

liappened to meet M. de Hartwig soon after he had left the Palace, and lie told ane he 

liad! spoken to the Shah in the most serious manner, and believed that he hiad produced 
some impression, 

I told him of my conversation with N 
consult him (M. de Hartwig) before taking any such step us the Premier had hinted 
‘it, and Tadded that, as he had already taken action, the best thing would be for me 
% back it up with even stronger representations, I proposed to point out to His 
Majesty that the strength of the movement in favour of constitutional reform was too 
Strong for him to overcome, that to resist it would result in the gravest danger to 
Nimself, and that if he sincerely desired to act as « constitutional Sovereign lie must 
leave the administration of the affairs of the country to his responsible Ministers. 
AL. de Hartwig expressed his entire concurvence, ‘The same aft 








































ain-es-Saltanch ; that Thad wished to 























noon Ewent to arrange 
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with Mushir-ed-Dowleh for a private audience, and early the following morning 
i ve me the next morning, the 14th 





received a note from him that the Shah would re 
January, at 11 ast 
Tn the meantime the SI 





had received very serious warning from another 
qnarter, On the previous day he had been waited on by the head of the Kajar tribe, 
a. man who, having never meddled with polities in Persia, has a reputation for absolute 
disinterest’ and is universally respected, and by his brother, Shot-es-Saltaneh. 
‘According to the accounts of the interview whieh have reached me, and which 1 
Velieve to be substantially covrect, Azad-ul-Mulk, using the patriarchal authority 
inherent in the head of a tribe, spoke with the utmost freedom. He said that he knew, 
as did eyery other Persian, that the Shah alone was responsible for the lamentable 
state of the county, and that he, as chief of the Imperial tribe, had come to inform 
Wis Majesty that, if ho did not mend his ways, the Kajars themselves would decree his 
deposition and proclaim the Valiatd as Shah in hisstead, ‘The Shah, in reply, promised 
to receive a deputation from the Assembly, and fo satisfy them of the sincerity of his 
amicable intentions, 

Ehtesham-es-Saltaneh, who headed the deputation, has informed the German 
Chargé-d’AMfaires that the Shah was so impressed by the language employed towards 
him that he shed tears; that may or may not be true, but it is certain that His Majesty 
inade every profession of loyal observance of his oaths to respect the Constitution, and 
that the deputation had to retire professedly satisfied. Me appears, however, to have 
sxtmictod in exchange a promise from the deputation to consider the increase of the 
Civil List. 

At my audience on the following day, His Majesty's demeanour gaye me the 
‘nost unfavourable impression of his sincerity, AS Thad been warned to do by 
Mushirl-Dowleh 1 use language of the winplest and most direct character. T told 
fis Majesty that, while after the assurances he had given to the Russian Minister 
‘nd myself I could not but believe in the sincerity of his own intentions, I could not 
help thinking that thero were persons in his enfouraye who, in the belief that it was 
His Majesty's wish, were trying to oppose the introduction of constitutional reform. 
Ifistory showed that it was impossible to stem the flood of a nation’s will, and that the 
Attempt to-do so was disastrous. Even in Russia, where the ‘sar had at his disposal 
4 vast and obedient army, where the system of indirect taxation furnished a sure 

venue, and where a great army of civil s interested in supporting the 

Autocracy, the attempt had failed, and how could His Majesty hope to. succeed with 

none of these resources? ‘The people were very mistrustful, even hostile, and unless 
ad in removing their suspicions his 


















































































responsible Minist 





. The Shah replied that he had no quarrel with Constitutional 
Government, but only with the present Assembly, which itself was continually guilty 
Of unconstitutional nets, hove we persons whose influence was wholly 
Yad, anid, if thoy could he got vid of, contidence would he restored. It was not tre, as 
was asstrted, that he thwarted the Mini ¥ no means contented with the 
presont Cabinet, of which lie could only trust one Member, tlhe Premier, Nizam-e 
Saltaneh; but he did nothing to impede their work, 1 replied that if there 
undesirable Deputies in the Parliament, that was an ill whieh would remedy itself, but 
thal to attempt: to remove them arbitrarily would be most dangerous expedient. I 
could not conceal trom 1 and in that of other foreign 
Represonitatives, his posit if he would take some overt 
steps to, conyiniee the ni mdially with them, he would 
tcet vith instant , but if he per his present attitude, the 
consequences might bring disaster to hinisell, 

T camot say that, 1 was able to detect from the Shah's manner that I had 
produced much impression on him, but I have since been told that it had the effect of 
driving home the adviee and wan en him by Azad-ul-Mulk and the Russian 
Minister, the moro so that His Majesty’s Legation had so scrupulously abstained from 
isolated action, 
Be this as it may, the Shah has permitted the arrest of Sani Hazret and Muktadir- 
izam, the leaders of his roughs during the crisis of December, as also that of two 
servants of Mujellal-es-Sultan, who are known to have heen concerned in the murder 
of the Parsee banker, Pereidoun; but he still openly protects their master, who is 






































ery prec: 
esired to work 
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Delieved to have been the prime moy 
the 





r in the crime, and has directed his wrath upon 
ter of War, Zafar-es-Saltanell, who caused the arrests to be made 

Since then, public attention has been directed chiefly to the enquiry, held at the 
Ministry of Justice, in the case of Sani Hazret and Muktadir-i-Nizam, and into the 
murder of Fereidoun, Tt is said that evidence has come to light showing the existence 
cf @ plot, in which Mujellal-es-Sultan was the chief agent, for the assassination of 
cight or ten of the most prominent of the Constitutional party, such as Taghi 
Zailels, Musteshar-ed-Dowleh, Ehtesham-es-Saltaneli and Seyyed Mohammed. 

‘The Ministers are disunited ; Nizam-es-Saltanch is mistrusted by his colleagues; 
is, moreover, alleged to have allowed the Shah to draw on the ‘freasury and is 
suspected also by the people. 

Meantime, dissensions lave appeared in th 
tiwre was « violent scene, lasting over an hour, 
other of peculatioy 
alleged to have com 



























Majlis itself, On the 26th instant 
which the Deputies accused each 
erest, and the Financial Committee of the House was 
at the grant of one or two pensions without any kind of 
justification ; the President also has become an object of suspicion, nd is accused of 
having joined the Shab’s party and of scheming to drive 'Taghi Zadeh out of the House 
and to crush his party. Ehtesham-es-Saltanch has also had a violent quarrel with the 
great Mujtehed, Seyyed Abdullah, whom he accused, and with perfect truth, of 
avcopting bribes, The Majlis, indeed, seems to have split, into thee parties, those of 
the President, numbering Some sixty-five Deputies, being the Iargest; that of Seyyid 
Abdullah issomewhat smaller, while ‘Taghi Zadeh's counts but twenty-five supporter, 
The situation is, however, extremely confused, and it is impossible to say how it will 
tioyelop, but the resignation of the President seems inevitable, 

‘he Shab's position is, of course 






































relatively. stronger, on account of the dissensions 
snong the Popular leaders, fomented, no doubt, by himself, but he is just as much 






liked as ever, and an attempt at another coup d'état would, so tar from being 
successtitl, probably do more to reunite the Constitutionalists than anything els 
V have, & 














(Signed) CHARLES M. MARLING. 
(5428) No, 205. 
Mr, Marliny to Sir Edhoard Grey. —(Received February V7.) 
(No. 17.) 
Sir, Tehran, January 28, 1908, 


T HAVE the honour to transmit herewith paraphrases of telegraphic correspondence 

whieh has passed between this Legation and His Majesty's Consul-General at, Bushire 

respecting the situation brought about by the Tureo-Perstan frontier dispute and its 
ing upow the position of the Sheikh of Mohammerah, 

Thave, &, 

(Signed) CHARLES M. MARLING, 











Inclosure 1 in No, 205. 


Consul-General Cox to Mr. Marling. 
(No. 16,) 
(Welegraphic.) P. Bushire, January 18, 1908, 

SHEIKH of Mohammerah, in a recent interview, complained strongly of the 

sfactory situation in which he finds himself in connection with the urco-Persian 
frontier question. 

He has no instructions as to the course he should, purse 
from the Persian Government, who leave him entirely in the dark as to what is going 
‘x, Although he has under his jurisdiction an extensive frontier, starting a short 
slistance above Mohammerah from the left bunk of the Shatt-el-Arab, he has been 
}rovided neither with guns nor munitions of war. 

A useful argument in future in support of the Sheikh’s tribal status and semi- 
independence would seem to be furnished to us by the fact that he is being left to take 
care of himself on this occasion. ‘The protection of Mohammorah from naval attack 
Jas already been undertaken by us, Would it not now be possible to inform the 

















f hostilities break out 
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her by river or land, between Bussorah 
those two places and the Shatt-el-Arab 
2 ‘The only recext information I have 
situation, however, seems to he acute, and it would 
-Arab so long as it remains so, 





Porte that we could not permit hostilit 
and Mohammerah, our commerci 

being too great to ai 

is from Reuter’s telegrams, ‘The situati 
be prudent to retain a British gnn-boat in the Shatt-e 



















Inclosure 2 in No. 205. 


Mr. Marling to Consil-General Cor. 

No.1 ae 
(ee one P. Tehran, January 18, 1908. 

TURCO-PERSIAN fonticr question, 

Please refer to your telegram No. 16 of to-day. 

Present position is as follows 

The Turks, seizing opportuni 
dlisinclination of the two mediating Powers t¢ 
certain districts to the west of Lake Uruni 
iy stining up the frontior tribes of A. 
in difficulties, having proceeded to Soujbou 
tribes, torrestore order. Mt Urumia a joint Ture 
Ii improbable that the ‘Turks will extend their 
though vague indications: to hand of a1 
anikin, but uot farther sonth, 
arning in the general sense of your 
it N, O'Conory and Edo not think iti 
Shatt-ol-A\rabs 
ia Commission can eifect nothing, 
have, to force: the (urks 10 accept on: arbitration 
ini working actively a 

















olfered by weak condition of Persia and present 

4 forcible pressure, have occupied 

ddeavonring to ereate disorder 

1 Birmin is ow 

by the latter 
nission is wbout to sit, 

ivities as fir as the 

rkish movement in the 




























sstion was conveyed to the Porte 
present 


long 
weessary. to have a ggun-boat 





ago by 











is possible that we may eventually 
n the meanwhile British and 
jople, though without much 
















{ 5429) No, 206, 

Mr. Marling (0 Sir Edward Grey. (Received Kebruary V7.) 
(No. 18.) ia ‘ 
Sir, Tehran, January 30, 1908, 


T HAVE the honour to transmit herewith the snal sum 
Posi during the last month, including a résumé of the proce 
Assembly: 

‘Whe condition of Shiv 





y_of events in 
odinus of the 
























idedly. caliner, but in Tabreez and Yeu 

thore Ihave, during the last w .” ‘Whe Persian Government 

uite helpless to maintain onder, and, in reply to the repeated representations 

Thaye been obliged to make in cox With such cases as those of Yexl, the 

shar, and the necessity of protect graph official at Kaslian, 

Lean elivit nothing ore reassuring fan that the ned meastires will he taken.” 

the necessary: measures.” were repre a telegram addressed 

to the Chief Mujteled of the town asking him to use his influence to quell the 
riot, 





is, huppily, de 






















In the Ass 


f feeling towards the 
President, who onk 


f the popular party, 
‘apparent reason, looked upon with the greatest suspicion ; 

ncy advocated the acceptance of the German 
rman sclool almost to the proportion of a 
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Inclosure in No. 206. 












No. 1.- Summary of Events for month ending January 30, 1908. 


Tehran. : 


The National Assembly.—During the past tour weeks the proceedings of the 





ssembly, so far as they were conducted in public, have boen even more irregular and 
puiposeless than usual. A marked feeling of depression has been noticeable amon; 
the more serious Members, and the incidents of the last two days have shown that 
internal discord is strongly marked. 

On the 4th January the Br 
the 80th December, concerning: thi 
were read, 

On the 7th January a si 
Chareé WaAfaires, as well as 
Ambassador, was read. 
the 23rd January a deputation of Members waited on the Shah, who reiterated 
his previous assurances of support, 

On the 26th January the President amouneed the intention of the Gennan 
Government to greatly ‘enlarge the present German College, for the purpose of 
instructing 700 pupils instead of 120 as heretofore. An inereased subscription from 
the Persian Government would be necessary for this purpose, whieh he asked the 

sanction. He was reminded that the matter should come Uhrough the proper 

ie. the Foreign Ministry and Ministry of Baneation, 

fh January the President publicly denounced the Great Mujtehed, 
Seyed Abdullahi, as corript, and, in reality, reactionary, Ie roundly abused the 
Mijteled, and even accused some of the Members of corruption, He added that, 

lad been his intention to vacate the Presideney and go to London, as Persian 
Minister, he had now made up his mind to remain in the chair, as the Mujtched had 
tried to force him to resign. ‘This open declaration of war on the part of the President 
is interpreted by the public as a sign of treason on his part to the popular cause, It: 
thas long been Known that Seyed Abdullah is swayed by dishonest motives, but. the 
present moment is not thouglit to he opportune for a breach with the Great Mujtehed, 
Who, with his colleague Seyed Mohammed, lins frony the outset been intimately cone 
nected with the popular movement. Ltis therefore thought that th 
in the interests of the Shai, 

General Nevs.—Tho Turkish Embassy and the German and Austrian Legations sont 
cretaries to the Shah on the 9th Januavy to congratulate His Majesty on the anni 
yersury of the Coronation. ‘The Austrian Seorstary read an Address to the Shah 

g to the events of De vhicli was intended asa reply fiom the Austrian 
lar of the 17th December to all the Lexations 
violation of the Constitution, 
7th January Erbab Reridoon, a partner of the Parsee finn 
ord Was brutally murdered in his house at: ‘Lohan 
masked men, whose object was apparently not plinde quent 
by the police hiave indi iM the leader of the gang was Mujallel- 
of the Shah's trusted Chamberlai 
Palace, 

On the Mh January some of the roughs who created a disturbance in the midd 
‘of December were flogged in the principal “maidan,” and on the 13th January. Sa 
Mazret, the leader of the roughs, was captured by the police and imprisoned, 

‘The Russian Minister had a long audience of the Shah on the 12th January, 
ailvised His Majesty most earnestly to abstain from all further attempt to over 
the constitutional in view of the «rave danger which he would thereby news. 

Chargé dl’ Affaires lind a separate audionce on the 14th January, and also 












h and Russian identic letters to the President of 
Shal’s assurances of support to the Constitution, 


letter, addressed to the President by the German. 
communication on the same subject from the Markish 






























































































ultan, one 
iS, who has heen in hiding, but is now again at the 





















His Majesty 
spoke to the Shah in the same sense. His Majesty replied, as he had done on former 
occasions, that, far from wishing to overthrow the Constitution, he was himself the 
only true constitutionalist in Persia, the Members of the National Assembly and 
Enjumens being common revolutionaries, Marling laid great stress on the 
impracticability of stemming the wave of popular feeling and reverting to the foriner 
system of autderaey, and on the grave dangers to His Majesty whieh such a course 
Would entail, ‘The previous day Azad-ul-Mulke and -Sultanelr spoke to the 
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Shah in the same sense, and His Majesty received a deputation of Members of the 
Assembly, to whom he again took oatl on the Koran to observe and uphold the 
Constitution, 

‘The Shah tias pardoned Prince Salar-ed-Dowleh, his brother, who had been 
kept in confinement in one of the Royal gardens outside Tehran since the rebellion he 
Jed last summer. 2 _ . 

On the 2ist January Mx, Churchill called on Amir Behadur at his request, and 
was sounded as to whether the British Legation would extend protection to him in 
ease hie found himself in difficulties, He had already made « similar demand to the 
Russian Legation. cee A 

During December one of the Shah’s confidential Chamberlains approached 
Mr, Churchill with offers to act as Court spy, During the course of a number of inter- 
views during the last month it has become quite apparent that the Chamberlain acted 
hy tho Shal's orders, and was himself secking information. He offered to work 
f n of the Shah 


























‘against Russian influence at Court, or even to bring 





if we liked, he reply i 
‘The Press.—Whe politic 
now to be found in the « 


nity reasstured th 
formerly appearir 
newspaper, the writer of these articles, 
Sheikh Yahy iy by the latter paper. 
question aré extremely anti-oreign, and harp upon the subject of the i 
Agreement, ‘They, However, display great ignonnce of international polities, 
and, though widely read, have apparently. very little influence with the public in 
general, 











in are 
certain 





Ledjliss 
. hiaving been offered more 

















(Signed) G. P. CHURCHILL 
Oriental Secretary, 





Phe Zil-es-Sultan'’s favor 
ted Governor of Sultanabad. 





+ son, Prince Bahram Mirza, has just by 





Gaba Gh 


Tabree=. 












ary a fight broke out between the revolutionaries and some 
lasted for two days, and twenty people were killed or wounded. 

jowever, continued until the end of the month, when cavalry 
y wore posted in the town to Keep order. ‘This step restored tranquillity, 
isturbances are stated to bo due to the action of the Shah, who had planned to 
at the time that he made his coup détat in Tehran. ‘The 
‘a supporter of the Shab, left ‘'abreez early in December on 
tof dealing with a troublesome Kurdish tribe, but in reality to leave the 
{own without a Governor when the riots were timed to occur. Unfortunately for the 
Shalt his agents were unable to bring off the riots until a month after the appointed 
time, 


























th consequ 


above disturbances the Russians are reported to be 
introducing more Cossacks, 


Resht. 





Mhe excitement 
the province of Ghi 





sed by the disturbances at Tehran seems to have died out, and 


pears to he in w noriaal eonditi 








Astrabud, 






1, Ono of the Chicts of the Yanuts has telegraphed to. the Governor offering 
hand over forty-eight captives and 9,000 stolen sheep. ‘The Goklans have hand: 
over eighteen captives. ‘The Attabi, Iki, and Daz 'Turkomans have agreed to res 
everything taken by them in their raids if no expedition is sent against them. 

2. wo Russian gun-boats, each with twelve guns and 400 soldiers on board, 
avore at Ashurada at the end of December 

8. Acamp of 1,670 infantry and 820 ¢ 














« has been formed outside the town. 
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Meshed. 


1. The five ‘Turks previously referred to left Herat for Kabul in December. 

2. tis stated that the Russians haye received permission to export 40,000 tons 
of wheat from Khorasan to Transcaspia, 

3, After remaining closed for a werk, all the public offlees were again opencd at 
the end of December, by order of the local Assembly. 

4. The Russian Consul-General is reported to have freely stated, during the crisis 
of December, that Persia could no longer mapage her own affairs and Russia would 
have to intervene, 

5. M. de Giers informed Major Sykes thnt the Russian Minister at Tehran 
iad instructed him to consult his British colleague before publishing the information 
that the two Legations liad made themsolves morally responsible for the Shah, He 
agreed with Major Sykes that publishing the news would only irvitate public opinion, 
but the information reached Meshed from other sources and caused a strong fecling 
against us. 








5 Turbat-i-Hayderi, 

The road to Yeud has been practically closed by robbers under ‘Timour Khan, 
one of the retinue of the Governor of Tabbas, A caravan carrying goods belonging to 
an agent of Messrs. Ziogler was robbed during December. 





Ispahan. 





1. The active opposition of the Aghas to foreign trade soems to liave ceased. No 
further threats have been aimed at native merchants, and. British firms can once more 
sond out goods with fear of molestation, 
Agha Nojefi, fearing the National Assembly might, to show their gratitude, 
allow the Zil-es-Sultan to return to Ispalian, wrote, in concert with other members ot 
the clergy, a letter to the Zil expressing a wish’ for his return, Agha Norullal, 
liowever, opposed the project. 
8. Phe recent crisis at Teliran caused some excitement at Ispahan. ‘The bazanrs 
Were closed and the volunteers drilled. ‘The drilling of the latter is still continued. 


4. Eleven sowars of the twelve extra men ordered to Ispahan arrived from India 
on the 22nd January. 
































Kashan. 
On the 28th January a large armed crowd of the supporters of Mahomed Agha 
under threats of violence compelled the clerk in charge of the British telegraph 








office to hand over tle line to them, as they wished to telegraph to ‘Telian, 
Subsequently the as authorized to allow them {o use the wire for two lous 
Representations hiave been made to the Persian Government, 








Yeod. 


A merchant who some months ago killed his brother was on. the 25th January 
by the Governor's one «l from the place where he hnd taken sanctuary and 
killed. ‘This was done by the Chief of the Night Strect Guard, who then took reftige in 
the Governor's fort. ‘Tlie town was then terrorized by an armed rabble, who demanded 
the life of the Chief of the Guard and the expulsion of tlie Governor, ‘The Chief of 
the Guard, being surrendered to them, was immediately shot dead, ‘Tho crowd then 
informed the Governor that lie could remain if he promised to take no stop against 
them later on. He, however, resigned and left the town, He has stated his 
willingness to return only if given 200 horsemen to enforee onder, Phe town remains 
ix the hands of two self-appointed Chiefs of Guards, 















Seistan, 


A. The Director of Posts and Customs informed Major Kennion that he had 
feceived a eredit for the construction of a caravanserai at Kuh-i-Malik Siah, but could 


Hot find labourers to go there. He promised to make the matter his first care, and has 
since dispatched M, Mornard to arrange it, 















ap 
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i 
sa arate Tung, German Commercial Agent, arrived at Birjand from Meshed 
on the 4th January, and left for Yezd, vit Tabbas, on the 7th. : 
‘The report that the Russian Bank in Seistan is about to be closed is 
contradicted. Tt is now stated that a new Manager will arrive shortly, 

5, In connection with the prohibition of the export of grain from Seistan, thi 
Finanee Minis ‘graphed to the Persian telegraphist asking how long the prohibi 
tion to export grain to Afghanistan had heen in force, and whether, if it were 
‘withdrawn, the revenue grain would find a ready sale, He replied that the prohibition 
was imposed four years ago, and that the withdrawal of the order would have a good 
effect. 





sowars haye been detached from the Seistan Consular guard for dui 
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Kerman. 


The news of the disturbance ‘elran in De 
bazaars for two days. ‘The National As: 
should hold themsel 
ilietators, seized the a 





ember caused the closing of the 
mbly having telegraphed that the peopl 
in readiness, the Nazim and the Naib, who were practical] 
enal and generally began military preparations, 








Kermanshah, 


1, Zihived-Dowleh, the Governox, left Kermanshah without warning on the 
night of the 12th December. Me lind p ¢ 
money due to them-on account of the riots and pay it to them in ten days, 
thought he left on finding he could not Keep his word in this matter. I 
reached Pehian, ‘ 

2, Mollih Mehdi, n_ prominent leader in the riots last June, retun 
shal vary intamney. with tho support and approval of (lc! ciet frlost at Kerala, 
Ho was received with much distinction. ¥ 

4, Captain Haworth left Kermanshah on the 19th January for Kasr Shereon, 
to be able to sond reliable information to ‘Tehran of reported! ‘Purkish moveme 
in that y 


































Hamatan, 
Owing to the insecurity of the road, the Turkish merchants trading with 
arranged to pay Abbas Klan Afshar for the thei 
Ilis five sons, accompanied by parties of armed men, were committing 








on the rouls and in the villages. Other parties of robbers were also out. 





Shiraz, 


1, ‘he situation in the town remained fate 
the two factions was reported to have: ta 
has beon no further disturbane . 
2, No fresh robberies were reported on the Bushive road until the 24th January, 
when the post was robbed ear Daliki, but Mr. Graliame reports that trade on that 
i is practically at a standstill, On the 25th January a report was recived that 
we thud heen eousiderable disturbances near Borazjun, ‘The Ispahan road has been 
unsale, the road guards near Dehbid sind Khaneh Ki selves robbing 
ante ob whieh contsined goods hetony he woods of 
mother British firm were robbed neat th m 
3. The Tehran relieved escort, which had heen detained owing to distur 
Shiraz, left for Bushine on the tth A week later a te 
stating flat one sowar had heen robbed of his rifle while ri 
euayan near Daliki, 





alia, ania reconciliation between 
n place early in January, since when there 



















































ance: 
gram was received 
y ahead of the 














je Russinn steameship, 
day for Bussorah, The Russian Agent and his wife were on boar 

© 2. ‘Tho nows of the disturh at Tolan erated a good deal of 
vrams were received from the National Assembly, the lead 
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and from Resht asking for support for the National Assembly. 
was sent. 
3. ‘The two pirates captured by His Majesty's ships were handed over by th 
Resident to Sheikh Khaval of Mohammerah, who awarded them imprisonment for 
life. In Bushire it is stated that the people of Bunder Rig blame their Chie! for 
ziving up the pirates to His Majesty’s ships, as they do not believe that the ultimatum 
presented to him would have been carried out had he not complied, 
4. Muin-et-Tujjar, who has already had a nominee of his elected to represent 


Mohammerah in the National Assembly, is now endeavouring to get another elected 
for Bushire, 


A favourable reply 



















Bunder Abbas. 





1. The country round the town being in.a very disturbed condition, His Ma 
ship “Lapwing” was ordered to Bunder Abbas and remained there for the 
weeks of December. Later, thanks to the energetic mi by the Goyero 
General of the Gulf Ports, the situation improved, but earavan traffic remained 
snspende 

Tt has been decided to open a school at Bunder Abbas; 2,000 tomans were 
ed for the object, which is supported by the Governor-General and the local 


‘To raise further funds it has been agreed to levy 1 shahi on each package 
landed from ships. 























Lingals 





Mz Brown, of the German firm of Wonekhaus and Go,, is reported to. 
ed the Belgian Director of Customs to have nothing to do with the quarantine 
ical Officer, alleging that the latter passes on any information he gets to, the 
itish Agent, In support of this he quoted the cancellation of the Abu Musi 


1 ine contract. ‘The Director replied that he wished to be on good terms with 
body. 
















Charbar. 





On the 25th Janumy the Resident, Persian Gulf, telegraphed that roports had 
hed him from Charbay that a representative of Serdar Satd Khan, of Geh, with 
filty armed men, had seized the Customs and was demanding, under threat of foree 
British traders, money them fo the Customs. ‘This man elainied that he 
Was acting with the authority of the Persian Government, ‘The Resident, having 
vvcortained that this was untrue, directed the traders only to pay if threatened with 
foree, and then under protest. At the same time he cdl Said Khan’s roprosontas 
tive to delay further action for forty-ci 4 him he would have’ to 
kon with the British Government Ilis Majosty’s ship “ Persons 
is meanwhile ordered to Charbar, but arrived to find that the Baluchis had lovied 
customs duties by force and decamped, Similar action was takon at the samo tiie 
ly another Chief at Gwetter. 


































Mohammerah, 





1. ‘Two Europeans, said to be an Englishman aud an Austrian, eal 
Sheikh in December with proposals to hire land on the Kai 
‘the Sheikh was considering the matte 
are. 
‘The Sheikh has ordered the sale to Messrs. Lynch of the amount. of grain 
required to complete their contracts, about 600 tons. i 





on the 
11 for eotton plantations, 
ng made as to who the 






Ahwaz, 


joe deh Stall force of Turkish troops is reported to have invaded Pusht-i-Kuh, 
hut to have heen yery roughly handled and driven out by the Vali’s force 

2, The telegraph line between Ahwaz and Mohammerah was out of order: fo 
tome weeks, the Ahwaz—Borazjun line from the 18th November to the 6th December, 
Tu each case the removal of poles was supposed to be the cause, 


(Signed) ©. B, STOKES, Major. 
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(5480) No. 207. 
‘Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February 17.) 
(No, 19.) 
Sir, Tekran, January 30, 1908. 


WITH roference to my despatch No, 9 of the 21st January, and to Sir N. 
O'Conor's telegrams Nos. 17 and 19, I haye the honour to transmit herewith copies 
of further notes which I have reeeived from the Persian Government respecting the 
‘Yureo-Persian frontier and the action of ‘Turkish troops near Saoujboulak, 
Thave, &e. 
(For His Majesty's Ohargé d’Affaires), 
S R. G. VANSIPTART. 

















Tnelosure 1 in No. 207, 


Mushir-ed-Dowleh to Mr. Marling. 
(Translation, ) January 21, 1908. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith copy of a telegram recently addressed 
to the National Assomby by the inhabitants of Rronboulai reacece cena 
haviour of Mohammed Bazl Pasha-i-Farik, You will be informed by this telegram of 
Farik Pasha’s action at Saoujboulak, which is beyond the sphere of his duty. 

Tayail, 














Inclosure 2 in No, 207. 


Inhabitants of Saoujboulak to National Assembly. 





(Helographie [Undated,| 
WE liave been complaining for the Ist tivo years that, by murder and plunder 
committed by the Mankur tribe and Bayazid Agha, people have been forced by Barik 
Pasha, sineo he came to Pesva, to seek Turkish protection. Owing to their ignorance 
of the Government affairs, the of the Mukri village haye put themselves under 
‘Vurkish protection, and thus have saved their villages from murder and plunder, 
When the Sardar Muktader left we went to Farik Pasha and complained of the 
insecurity of Suonjboulak. Llc said we were telling lies, and he said things we cannot 
repeat, “We told him t property. was earviod off by Bayazid Agha by his 
instigation, ut he did not pay us any attention, 
When he heard of the coming of Firman 
town of Saonjboulak, ‘The Turkish Consitl sent s 
Foreign Oflico Awent and the Director of Cu 
open the doors willingly. We reported the 
Parik Pasha had sent id to. Hamas 
town. he Firman Pinnt arrived at 
ayazid Agha, with 5,000 horsemen, and Hanzelt Solaiman, with 1,000 horsemen 
And about 100 Karapapak horsemen, have been sent by Farik Pasha to Kum Kaleh to 
plunder the houses who are with Firman Birma and {o kill their owners, He has 
also ordered them to figlit with the people of Misndoab, to destroy the villages in tlie 
district, and then to proceed to Suonjboulak. Farik is doing this in order to cause 
dlool-teud between the Kurds and the Turks, and to stir up religious fanaticis 
hetwoen the Sunnis and Shias. 
iy onder of Farik the Bosaidehs attacked the houses of Shalisevens at Miandoab. 
‘he former lost four and the latter fourteen men in tight 


















nt Bayazid Agha to the 
mounted men to turn the 
foms out of the town, We refused to 
tier to Ti Firm, and told him that 
had to come and take possession of the 
oujboulak on the 5th January. 






































Inclosure 3 in No. 207, 


Mushir-ed-Dowteh to Me. Marling. 

nslution,) Jonuary 21, 1908, 
LTLAD the honour to addvess you a note on the 19th pecting the 
Snoujhoulak ineident, and the mcasues taken by the rebet~ 








p 
* Mini 





1 


lious tribes. I have now the honour to inform you of the following telegram received 
from Tabreez respecting a recent report from Miandoab -— 


“A long report has been received from Miandoab respecting the misbehaviour of 
Farik (Mohammed Faz) Pasha, Ferik), and that the matter has assumed a most 
serious aspect. ‘The men are in trenches at Kum Kalch and Agri Tash, and that 
Barik is coming to Saoujboulak. He has written officially demanding the withdrawal of 
his Highness from Saoujboulak. He has sent some soldiers and officers to the villages 
of the Chiefs exciting them to fight.” 


‘This proceeding of the ‘Turkish officials, which is contrary to the rights of nations’ 
and which las placed the frontier affairs in a most serious position, has eaused much 
surprise and regret, which I have no doubt will be shared by you. 

T therefore have the honour to renew my request, mentioned in my previous note, 
and to ask you to be good enongh to inform the British Government of this nev fact, 
in onder that the British Embassy may be instructed to co-operate with that of Persia, 
at Constantinople, in negotiating with the Porte for the purpose of restraining the 
action of Mohammed Faz! Pasha, Farik, and that of the ‘Durkish tribes, 

Tayail, & 








(5431) No. 208, 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Recei 





id February 17.) 





Tehran, January 30, 1908, 
tT have been constantly pressing: the Persian 
Government to pay the interest, overdue since the 4th April, 1907, on the Anglo-Indi 
loan of 1903-4, and also to give me a reply to Sir Cucil! Spring-ltice's note of tho 
SIst August, 1907, in which he informed the Persian Government of the terms on 
which His Majesty's Government were ready to accede to the Persian request for the 
suspension for three years of the payment of the sinking fund on that loan, 
In reply to my representations, I have more than once recived promises on both 
s, but so far these assurances have been unfulfilled, On the 27th instant th 
ster for Foreign Affairs sent me a message to the effect. that 9,0002, would he paid 
‘st once as interest, and when T saw his Excellency two days later he assured me that 
this sum had actually been paid. 1 told his Excellency that there appeared to he some 
confusion as to the proportions of the instalments répresenting interest and sinking 
fund, which were, nd figures, 13,0001, and 90002 respectively, and that I looked 
on the sum which his Vind said has been paid as an instalment of interest, 
ind hoped the balance would soon be forthcoming, 
Mushir-ed-Dowleh, said that he lioped to be able to gi 
sion of the sinking fund ina few days, but, unless lie 
= so moany others, will remain unfulfilled, In the circum 
stances, I think it would be expedient, as I suggested in my telegram No, 34 of the 
th instant, that the Persian Government should he inforimed officially that, in view of 
ihe time they 
31st Angust, the 
consider that tlie 





4 the honour to report tha 

















































































M. MARLING, 
paid, and 


C. MM. 





ig has yot 1 
je not received any instructions to effect any payment 








the Customs 
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(5432) No, 209. 
Mr. Marling to Sir Ediward Grey.—(Received February V7.) 


No, 21, Confidential.) 





Tehran, January 30, 1908. 
to offer the following observations on the antecedents and 
‘altanch, the Persian Ministor-designate in London :— 


I HAVE the honot 
character of Ehtesham-es- 











Mahmoud Khan is a member of the Kajar tribe. He was horn about, 1865, and 
is a son of the late Ala-ed-Dowleh, Amir-i-Nizam, and a brother of the present 
Alued-Dowlehi. He was Governor of Zinjan in 1891 and 1892; and subsequently, 
from 1895 to 1807, Consul-General at Bagdad, In 1895 he was attached as First 
Secretary to the Special Embassy sent to Russia on the occasion of the Czar’s 
coronation, and in 1897 was Under-Secretary of State in the Persian Foreign Office. 
Pour years later he was appointed to the Legation in Berlin, and during that tim 
manvied a German lady, who did not accompany her husband on his being summoned 
to ‘Tehran in 1906, 
is arrival in Por Saltaneh distinguished himself by the 
violence of his denunciation of the abuses in the Administration, and was consequently 
sent off into an honourable exile as Persian Delegate to the Purco-Persian Frontier 
Commission which sat at Mosul in returned to Tehran in August 1907, 
and at once gained the popular sympathy by his ardent support of constitutional 
‘On the murder of the Attabek and resignation of Sani-ed-Dowleh, the 
ident of the Assembly, he was elected to the presidential cha he he was 
not even a Deputy, ant still nominally held the post of Minister in Berlin. 

Until tho end of November he was unquestionably the most powerful man in 
Persia. Ho speedily saw that what was required was a stronger Executive, and, in 
ouler to give the moral support of the Assembly to the Minister, he devise the system 
of Pail Committees to watch over the actions of cach De} 
realized erof the Assembly: was incompatible with th 
of business, especially alled on to interfere in purely 

; lie thus allowed himself to take action on. his own respor 
many questions on which the House had not been consulted. His some 
peremptory tone in debate also roused a certain amount of discontent, and his attacks 
on the priviloges of tho Mollahs made him enemies among the clergy, while the fact 
that le was often received in private audience by the Shah gave occasion to hi 
opponents to spread reports that he was a traitor to the popular eausi ly in 
December his popularity waned, but during the crisis he seemed to have entirely 
re-established nis position, though his intimacy with the German Legation did not 
pass unevitivized, 

Since then he has become more and more conyineed that constitutional govern- 
mint on the existing lines is impracticable, and has expressed his opinion that for 
some time to come another form of government of a far less democratic type is 

his desponseney his been interpreted as Iukewarmness, 
fevances against him, have made htesh 
suspicion ; and hisreeont attack on the great Muj 
courrave tactical error at the present juneture, has laid him op 
Atonpting to make a split in the constitutional ranks. Be this as it mi 
nid powerful party who believe that E Saltaneli has’ joi 

1 caimiot See any real grounds for these accusations ; it see 
y other Pe iteshianes-Saltanch believes that constitution: 
i the only eure for the infamous misrule of Mozaffer-ed-Din Shab, but 
n-among the first to discover that the countey is not yet fit for it, and, 
unfortunately for himself, the tirst also to proclaim it, 

OF all the personages who have played parts in recent events, Eht 
Saltanch has, on the whole, displayed “the most statesmaulike qualities, 
intelligence and education are not on the same level as those of Nasr-ul-Mulk, but, 
ou the other hand, hi firmness of character in which the late 

amivr wis so far as I am aware, has never been 

wsned, any more than that of Nasr-ul-Mulk, an exceedingly rare thing 
im Pa is manner is agreeable, but he is somewhat inclined to enuceal his real 


views in conversation, Tle speaks German and French, but has searcel knowledge 
of En 
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He is of course very much under German influence, and it was through him that 
° German Chargé d’Affaires was able fo play so conspicuous a part in the crisis 
of December. Baron von Richthofen has probably sueceeded in thoroughly convincing 
him of the unfriendly designs of Russia and England against Persia, As an instance, 
Inay mention that only a few days ago, ata meeting of the Foreign Affairs Committee 
of the Assembly, a suggestion was put forward that a formal appeal should be made 
to England and Russia in connection with the frontier question, Bhtesham-es-Saltanch 
opposed the proposal vigorously, saying that the two Powers neither could nor would 
assist Persia, and that Germany was the only Power to whom Persia conld turn, 
I sent a friendly message to Ehtesham-es-Saltaneh that this language was somewhat 
in the mouth of a newly appointed Minister in London, and he of course 

di, he could hardly do otherwise- but T have no doubt of 

the correctness of my informati 


Ala-es-Saltanch, the late Minister in London, is promoted to the Embassy at 
Constantinople, 






































Thaye, &e. 
ned) CHARLES M. MARLING, 








No, 210, 





ny Consul-General Stevens to Si 





Edward Grey —(Received February 17.) 


(No. 1.) 
Sir, Baloun, Kebruary 8, 1908, 
THAVE the honour to report that rnmonrs which got abrond hiero about a fort 
night ago that war with Tirkey was imminent are daily gaining gromnd, and aldiough 
prohably likely to he unfounded, they have created much excitement anda considerable 
amjonnt of alarm throughout the Cinteasts, and more especially at ‘Tiflis, in view of the 
‘nwasiness with which the military ies have met the encroachments, of ‘Tir 
on Persian territory, andl the feverish heat with which they are now adopting a xe 
of pre sures against the former Power, possibly only as a counter 
io the concentration of Turkish forces. in the vicinity of the western and southern 
confines of the Canca, 
Tam told the Vice as revived information that the 
suthorities are very active along the frontier between the Blick Se, Ol 
wt of the latter town, where they have at dif 
us in them, and adopted a very defiant attinde towards. the 
nuich so thit Prince Woronzow-Dashkoft lias considered anatters 
erious 10 warrant the dispatch of General Shatiloll, Assistant 
fof the military forces in the Caneasus, to specially: report to head= 
1 St. Petersburgh on the situation. 
Meanwhile, as already reported to His Majesty’s Ambassador in Si, Peter 
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ue 80th Division of Infantry received orders 10. niobilize about a week ago, mud since 
thon several strong detachments of troops are reported to have been mov 
ihe Russo-Turkish aud Russo-Persian frontiers, and it is said the 20th Divi 
Wo mobilize shortly. 

Thave it on goo 3 y that at 000 infantry with several quick-firing 
uons have heen stationed, Xt Urdu is a very lar jan vi 





ge in 
it houses have heen engaged by the 





te neighbourhood of the Persian fr 
Suthorities for quartering oops, Si ents are Heing made at Bato 
vince of which it is reported two divisions are shortly to be quartered. 

told that troops are gradually being drawn towards Tgdir, Kagisman, Olti, 
Grdjoch, and one oF two other points of the fronti 
Ic is likewise stated, that two Army Corps are to be brought to the Caucass 
Russia, and yesterday quite a number of Plastuns arrived here from Novorossisk. 
to he considerable on the ‘Tillis-Kars and 















from 







nk that all these reports are exaggerated, 
suwilling to circulave alarmist news or to regard th 
in which it has been represented to me by man: 
Tam disposed to uke the view that a mov 
contemplated hy the Russian Govern 

Tinay here also mention that the 


and am 
situation in the pessimistic light 
persons, yet under the circumstance 
ent of some considerable portance is 















jedan (of Turkish origin) residing 
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‘long the frontier, who are in constant touch with their coreligionists across the 
border, are also not backward in, spreading the report that hostilities between Russia 
and ‘Turkey will surely break out in March next. 
T have, & 


(Signed) P. STEVENS. 





(5449) No, 211. 


Sir/A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey, —(Rereived February 17.) 

(No, 68.) 
Sin, St, Petersburgh, February 5, 1908, 

M, ISVOISKY read to me to-lay a telegram which he liad received from 
M. Zinoview stating that though the occupation of Soujhoulak by the Ottoman troop: 
seemed to be an accomplished fact, the Sublime Porte continued to deny having a 
Knowledge of it, thoush they admitted that if it had ocourred it would be an infraction 
of the status quo. M. Zinoview suggested that, in the circum it might be well 
if tho British and Russiin Consuls were to proceed to the locality and verify on the 
spot what had really occurred. M. Isvolsky said that this proposal seemed to him to 
he a good one, and he agreed to a suggestion on iny part that I should telegraph it to 
you in order to ascertain if you would he disposed to issne the necessary’ instructions 
to Mr, Wratislavy 

T asked him if he hat come to any decision in regard to the proposal made by 
Count Benckendorif that some formal protest should be lodged in respect to the recent 
procecdings of the Turks on the frontior, and lie replied that he had not yet thought 
‘out the question, Tk would, he bo aly 


Poklewski will have 
1 consultation with 
oudon to-morrow, aid is to hay 
departure, The reports of certain. prep 
nent may possibly necessitate some redistribution 


Thaye, &e. 
(Signed) A, NICOLSON, 





(5453) No, 212, 


ir A, Nicolson to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Recerved Kebruary V7.) 
(No. 74.) 
Sir, St, Petersburgh, February 9, 1908. 

AWIMIL reference fo your telegram No. 28 of the ve thie honour 

py of a letter which I hiave receiv Isvolsky. 

uusgrees with the proposal to approach the Persian Government 

‘with z the exchange of the control over the Meshed—Wehran ancl 

Khal-Nasr pli lines, His Excelleney wishes, at the same time, that 

the ques for to the Russian Adn tion of the British rights over 

the ‘TohraieKh ne shoul! also he treated, and requests to bo furnished with 

1 copy, of the Moloxtapli Convention of 1872, so that he may see what rights and 
obligations would he attnehedl to the transfer, 

Whe 1872 Convention deals chiefly with the ‘Tehran-Bushire line, and 
Article XVI mont apply to the Khanikin section, should the 
British Director wish to resime charge over that latter line, I doubt if the above 
Convention would xive all the information desired by M, Isvolsky, as Article XVI 
states that a tarif? would ranged for the Khanikin section, should it 
re-enter under British Administration ; and T think that he would wish to be informed 
of the date on which the line was handed oyer to the Persian Government, and the 
seasons for this trmustonenee, 

how: the Per wninent would view the transfer on our part 

of rights which had been suspended for thirty years, and it-would, 

perhaps, uve been more conyenient i? the Khanikin question had been treated 
separately froin the eXchange of the other to lines, At the same time T think that 
the Russian Government would wish to see the matter settled ay soon as possible, 


as they are no doubt at present nervous as to Germany acquiring some right of 
preemption after the termination of the Concession in 1925, Moreover, Russia has 
agreed to offer no opposition fo the prolongation of the other Telegraph Concessions, 
on the understanding that the transference to them of our above-mentioned rights 
should be effected, so that it would not be desimble to afford them any grounds for 
supposing that, so far as we were concernel, we wished any delay to arise in carrying 
out the arrangement, 
Tshould be grateful if I could bo furnished with such information as is available 
to enable me to reply to M. Isvolsky’s request. 
Ihave, &, 
(Signed) A. NICOLSON, 


Le 25 Janvier (7 Lévrier), 1908, 
courant, je m’empresse de vous 
ns Ace que les Roprisentants d’Angleterre 
Mement en pourpa ‘oo Le’ Gouvernement, 
ies i Hiques en Perso, 
euient, tout comme Yous, qu de aire catte proposition 
‘aux Persans, tion pas comine wn compl i oivention du 18 (31) Aont, 1907, 
mais simplement comme ane teansaetion provoquce par des vonsidérations Wordre 
économique ct tec! , pin exemple ay 
Ministres d messi des, cor 
trainant pour 
un aussi bon état que possible; leur faire comprendre ensuite que Ventretion ¢ 
rép des lignes seraient de beaucoup facilités si cette tehw incombait, pou 
onsud dela ligne de Seistin, au Dépariement élégraphique de VEnde, dans le 
duquel cette Tigne se trouve, ot pour les Highes Méchedtéhéran 
an-Khanékin & PAdministration des Télégraplies Tew 
mentionue la ligne Mhéran-Khanékin parce quil me semble désinable de 
ele Gouvernement Persian Tes questions des trois lignes en inéme temps, 
A co propos, je vous sorais reconnaissunt de hien vouloir ine f enir Te texte de 
la Convention Anglo-Persane de 1572 dont il est fait mention duns la note verbale 
mnigue du Tt (27) Aott, 1907, parce qu'il mo paralt indis 
ien tirer aw clair les droits et los obligitions qui se rattachent & cette 


Ot que ce point aura été définit)vement Ge 
nt, je pense, procéder aux négociations diver le (i 
sinedreme: 
(Signé) 





[5459] No, 213. 


ir A, Nicolson to Sir Bilward Grey.—( Received February 17.) 


St, Petersburgh; February 12, 1908. 
ISVOLSKY touched lightly to-day on the aff tho Turco-Persian frontier 
al in Persia itself, In respect to the former he said that a proposal had been made, 
he Delieved hy Taher Pasha, that the Consuls should attend the sittings of the 
Commission, and I told him that if the Je by the Sublime Porte my 
went _woulll raise no objection t0 + participation, He observed that 
artwvig was. of opinion’ that a visit on the part of Uho Consula to Soubotlal 
ight give rise to some misunderstanding, and also. be attonded with considerable 
Personal risk. Perhaps it might be as well to abandon the project, especially ag the 
Subliine Porte had declared that they had ordered the evacuation of that locality, I 
that I did not doubt but that my Government would agree with him, 
In regard to Persia, the last move of the irrepressible German Chargé d'Affaires 
Was to alvise the Persian Government to appeal to all the Powers in respect to their 
tet 3H 
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frontior difficulties, and to assure them that Germany alone could afford them any 
ofheacious assistance. Otherwise his Excellency did not appear to have received any 
rows of special interest from Persia. 

Thave, &c. 


(Signed) ‘A. NICOLSON. 





[5608] No, 214. 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February V7.) 
(No. 46.) 
(Tolegraphic.) P. Tehran, February 17, 1905, 
‘TURCO-PERSIAN frontier. Please see my immediately preceding telegram of 
the 15th February. 4 x 
Captain Haworth, telegraphing from Kasr-iShirin, reports arrival at Khani 
the 13th February of one tapur of 400 men. 




















(4956) No. 215. 
Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Marling. 
(No 35.) 
(Telexraphion) P. 1 Office, February V7, 1908. 
INTEREST on Io: rofor to No. 34 of the 28th ultimo. 





wmont is not made by the 4th April next, interest 
per cent, will probably have to be added to the sum you mention 





If there is furthor di 
for one year 
(which is correct). 

With roferones to sinking find, the communication that you propose to address 
to Minister for Foroign Affairs, as to suspension, has my approval. 

















(6606) No. 216. 
Sir Bdward Grey to Mr. Marling. 
(No. 14.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, February 17, 1908. 


A ‘TELEGRAM from ‘Tehran has appeared in the ‘Berliner Tageblatt” to the 
effect that the Shab has promised to pay an annual subsidy of 2,500. to the German 
school in that capital, It is stated that the subsidy, which was to have been granted 
on the Emperor William's birthday last month, is 10 be guaranteed by a lien on the 
customs revenue, 

Thave to instruct you to onde, 











our to ascertain whether there y truth in this 








Statement, aud to roport to me in duo course the result of your inquires, 


am, &e. 
(Signed) E. GREY. 





(5787) No. 217. 
Mr. J. Preece to Foreign Offce—(Received February 18.) 





1, St. Janes’ Place, London, February 15, 1908. 
1 TIAVE the honour to acknowledge receipt of your despatch of 13th instant, and 
to thank you for it, 
The Syudieate are muel pleas 
aud « 





Lat the news conveyed by 
«d-to hear of the improved situation in the Bak 
ed to him for all the trouble he las taken in their a 
jou of instalments in his hands altogether. 
As rega ent of the guards by Mr, Reynolds, if Captain Lorimer e 
obtain the Khan's permission to this procedure it would certatnly be the best 

Ob the diiculty, Ate. Reynolds has always advocated this At the same ti 
not be forgotten that when it was agreed to pay the Chiefs 2,000!, per annum for 
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guards, this p 


nade as a sort of compensation to them for use of their 
country, as well as for sa 


sguard of the Syndicate’s property and people. 
Thave, &¢. 
Gigned) J. R, PREECE, 











(5689) > 
Sir F. Bertie to Sir Edward Grey,—(Received February 18.) 


- 218, 





(No. 68.) 
Sir, Paris, Ke 


ruary V7, 1908. 
Memorandum from the 
to M, Bizot, Financial 





1 HAVE the honour to transmit to you herewith eopy of 
euch Government inclosing the text of the instructions giv 
Adviser to the Persian Government. 





T have, &e. 
(Signed) FRANCIS BERTIE. 












Tnelosure 1 in No. 218. 


M. Pichon to Sir F, Bertie, 









POUR répondre au désir qui Inia été oxp 
nt A son Excellence VAmbassadeur d’Ang 
cmises i M, Bizot, Consciller Financier du Gonvernement, Persan, an moment od 
il se dispose 1 aller prendre possession de ses fonctions. 

L' Ambassadeur de ly République A Loudres a 
instruct communiquer au ¢ 


Paris, le 17 Février, 1908. 


6, M. Pichon a Vhomieur adresser 
vie le texte des instructions qui ont 










git Wantre part 1o texte! do cos 
javernement Royal, 






IInclosure 2 in No. 218, 


Text of Instructions given to M. Bizot. 





YOUS devrez naturollement donner tous vos soins i Métude de In situation 
financidre si précaire de In Perso, du fonctionnement de !Administration ct des 
ressources du pays; vous aurez ensuite 4 examiner les mesures qui pourraiont étro 
adoptées pour remédier A Pétat, de choses actucl, dtablir un budget sur des bases 
sérieuses et relever le erédit de la Perse. Vous aurez enfin A définir Jes moyens & 
mettre en cuvre pour assurer Vapplication des mesures qui vous auront para 
nécessaires, Mais yous ne devez pas perdre de vue quo vos attributions sont purement 
consultatives, ct que si vous avez pour mission assister les autorités Persancs de vos 
‘conseils et de donner au Gouvernement Impérial yotre avis sur toutes les questions 
qu'il jugera utile de vous soumettse, vous nfaver pas prendre une part diroote ti 
Vexécution des mesures proposées: vous assovier aux responsabilités gouyernementales 
serait en effet adopter une ligne de conduite préjudiciable au succds do yotro tiche et 
 Vautorité qui doit s'attacher & vos fonctions, 

Vous n’ignores pas que votre mission emprunte aux cireonstanoes dans lesquelles 
elle vous a été confiée une importance particulidre: par les Accords du 31 Aodt 
dernier ont 66 rézlées les questions multiples qui touchent aux intéréts de la Grando- 
Bretagne et de la Russi sur le Continent Asiatique, ct nous avons lo dessein de 
Seconder, dans I mesure de nos moyens, cette politique bienfaisente d'entente entre 
s deux grandes Puissanees yoisines de la Perse, Vous aures, en conséquence, i 
demeurer en contact étroit ayee notre Légation A ‘Téliéran, ot b conformer dans les 
gues générales votre action w celle do notre Représentant, tl appartient ay Ministre 
dela République en Perse, Waecord avee ses collegues de Grande-Breta 
de yous faire connaitre de quelle maniéxe vous pourrez le plus utiloment seconder les 
ynes communes des Cabinets de Paris, de Londres ct de Saint-Pétershourg, Vous 
devrez veiller & ce que les initiatives que vous pourres étre amené dprendreen matiore 
financitre ne soient pas susceptibles de soulever des objections de la part des Gouverne= 
ments Anglais et Russe, et vous aurez soin, notamment, de waborder aucune quest 
demprunt sans yous ¢tre assuré auprés de notre Légation qu'un accord préalable a ts 
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A cot Guard entre les Représontants de Ia Franc 

Des Pabord, ainsi que vous le saver, nous ; 
ment Russe que le Conseillor Tinancier devait rester questions que ne 
peut manquer de soulever le projet de création @ane Banque Nationale en Perse. 
Sur Tinsistance du Gouvernement Persan nous avons secepté que 1a question de la 
Banque figurit dans le contrat au nombre de celles qui pourtont étre soumises i votre 
examen, mais yous devrer. obs od une attitude particulitrement réservée : 
une part, en effet, la ertatio nie Nation sme aurait pour effot de 

icurvoncer Tes deux Danques dé nécs dont Tune est Russe et Yantre 

05 d'uuitre part il est permis cuitant tui projet dont la 
jon paratt 2 pr mpossible, an moins actuellement, le Gouvernement et 
Parlement de Véhéran wont pas principalement pour objectif de donner une satis- 
faction platonique 4 Popinion publique momentanément exaltée en fayeur de toute 
création “nationale.” 


Grande-Bretagne ct de la 
stimé avec le Gouverne- 















































(5784) No. 219, 
Mr. Meenliny te Sir dinar) Grego ( Revvh 18) 
Tahran, Fobruory 18, 1908 
A paid Dye Parkin Goversiipont, annie Ministex: for Fordian Atiins 
H tho prosent tay: are male to page more, 





wis Wy my tology Noo IM of the 28h atin 














{5900} No, 220, 

Sir le Nicolson to Sir Bitwoard Gre iveid February 19.) 
No. 2) 
(Watlexeaphieny 





32 of the Zh tn 
Tol, who infary 


FOUR iospateh 
Tsay Me tavolsk 








Turkish Amt 





sailor Hint, 

















indor instinetions fram is Governavant, assure taneously that the alleed 
iekish military: propamations sterwactuated by no infeiondly spisit te, and inno wiso 
ineotod against, Russia, and the Turkish Gevergmont wished to assure the Cabinet in 
$1, Paty r pacific anil feiewdly a They had merely been n 





in olor posathle: trouble 
frontivy oF mimerous hands of P 


Mi Tavolshy sid, tinaophy th 


t any tw the 





tivity 








fisemise the fit that ac 








‘Aovsiivss liad” heontsenuseth Ty hosts propre i lia attracted not only the 
atiuntion of the Russiay Goyerument, Int abst sjesty's Government, Te took 
huis, however, of the explunaition smd assurances 






Zi 









ovtow has, Deen rit 
Hiscellene Aan ye 
ve to inform Porte that THis Majes 
conutnunivation made by Purkish Aiba: 
Whioli Tad eon given to M. Isvolshy. 











o jon of 
lor in St, Petursburgh, and of the assunuices 











(5867) No, 221. 
(Received February 19.) 
Tehran, February 19, 1908. 


Sei: to the effect thar 
eat that place a Consul, a 





1's Constil 
mistll states that there will shortly: at 
Military Attach’, and a doctor. 

Nhy interition of inervasing Consular staff at Siestan is denied by Russian 
Minister, 

Thave informed Government of India. 


















209 


[5891] No. 222. 


Mr. Marling to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received February 19.) 
(No. 49.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. 

GERMAN political activity. 

A violent attack was recently made in the Assembly upon the Belgian Administrator 
of Customs, M. Mornard, who might have been dismissed had it not been that tho 

ian Minister and I intervened on his behalf, ‘The opportunity has been 
utilized by German Chargé d’ Affaires to press the Persian Government for the dismissal 
of all Belgian officials and the substitution for them of Germans, He statod to Belgian 
Chargé d’Affairs that a request to furnish Germans for this purpose lias been made to 
him by the Persian Government. 

The only certain revenue in Persia would be practically under Germany's control 
were the Customs to be placed in German hands, 

In order to prevent this, M.de Hartwig and I propose to make the strongest 
representations to the Persian Government 

Tt might perhaps be possible to take action at Berlin also, 

In four days new German Minister is expected to arrive. 8 


Tehran, February 19, 1908. 




















(5896) No, 223, 


Mr, Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February 19.) 
(No. 50.) 


(Tolegraphic,) P. 
INTEREST on loan, 
Balance plus overdue interest, pressed for by Bank, has been paid’ by Persian 

Government, 

Reforence is to my telegram No. 47 of yesterday. 


Tehran, February 19, 1908, 





(5918) No. 294, 


Mr. Cartwright to Sir Edward Grey 





(Received February 20.) 






7.) 


Munich, February 17, 1908, 
# of the Ist June last, giving some infor 
ig a certain Dr. Hugo Grothe, who was reported to he travelling in 





* WITH reference to my despatch No. 
mation respect 
tl 








hbourhiood of Bagdad, T have the honour to report that this gentleman ana 
h 


returned to this capital, he has been interv 
Neueste Nachrichten,” who publishes in that ne formation whieh he 
us beon able to obtain from that gentleman with regard to his recent journoy, and as 
this information may not be without some interest to you, I venture to incloso a 
Memorandum summarizing the substance of the interview and full translation of 
vtain passazes in it whieh seem to me of particular inte! 
In one of these passages it is stated that Dr, Grothe visited those parts of P 
Which may be called the “ neutral zone,” according: to the Anglo-Russian Agreement, 
and which may now be considered to be of peculiar interest to Germany from the 
Point of view of the Bagdad Railway question, 
Another passage alludes to the favourable Germanophile current which at 
present exists in Persian official cireles,and which opens out very favourable prospoots 


for obtaining Concessions in Persia by Germans, such as the vonstruction of roads, 
tailways, &e, 







‘od by a reporter of the Municl 
er the 


























ge to which T would draw your attention is the statement made in 
Munich newspaper that Dr, Grothe received financial assistauce from the Kaiser 
ble him to undertake his journey. 
T have, &. 
(Signed) FAIRFAX L, CARTWRIGHT. 








[1363 3r 
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Tnclosure in No. 224. 


Memorandum. 





DR. GROTHE informed the reporter of the Munich “Neueste Nachrichte 
that he had just returned from an eighteen months’ journey from Asia, Minor. He 
asserted that the main object of the journey was geographical research, and to inquire 
into the commercial and agricultural resources of the countries he traversed, 
Dr. Grothe, in the main, travelled along the course which will be followed by the 
Bagiad Railway, and he apparently took notes of everything which might be of 
interest to Germany in carrying ont that scheme, ‘ : 

Starting from Constantinople he procecded to Eskishehir, Konich and Ervgl 
the present terminus of tho railway, He then caravaned across the Taurus mountains 
and visited Bulgarmaden, a region rich in iron ore, afterwards reaching Kaisarich, the 
emporium for the whole trade of the interior of Asia Minor. He observed that 
Gorman enterprise had not as yet drawn full advantage of the possibilities of that 
plice, ‘The chief official there of the Anatolian Railway was a Greek, a fact which 
seemed to annoy Dr, Grothe, He recommended the establishment in this district of 
‘ German firm with large depots of German goods. 

Several months wero spont in the country inhabited by the “Awshares” and 
“Mscherkessen” (“Circassians”) on the slopes of the Anti‘Taurus. ‘The traveller 
then proceeded southward, passing through Seitoun to Marash, and he expressed the 
hope that this latter place, with its 60,000 inhabitants—the capital of a district rich 
in cervals—might be connected with the main line of tho Bagdad Railway. Beyond 
Marash he noted that the authority of the ‘Turkish officials gradually diminished, 
especially outside the towns, and it seemed therefore to Dr. Grothe that the cone 
struction of the railway was all to the advantage of the Porte, ax it would 
facilitate the collection of taxes and add to the prestige of the Government 
officials 

‘Towards the end of February Dr. Grothe became the guest of Ibrahim Pasha, 
the powerful Chiof of the “Millikurds” Accompanied by him he travelled over 
ground as yet unvisited by Kuropeans. Ho reported that certain districts he passed 
through, especially in tho neighbourhood of certain rivers, were peculiarly suitable 
for the gullivation of cotton, He then continued his expedition on board of a raft 
from Diarbekir to Mosul, whore a German Consulate had recently been established, 
and where a good opening lies for pushing German trade. Me stated that the 
‘Parkish authorities liad so far done nothing to establish steam navigation on that part 
of tho ‘igris, 

‘After « stay of some time in Bagdad and a hurried visit to the shrines of Kerbela, 
Dr. Grothe went to Pushit-i-kooll, passing throngh a country which he declared only 
voquite ni works to make it oxtremely fertile. At this point the words of 
the intorviow aro as follows 
Trotlie’s couise was then directed to South-West Persia, towards that region 
whieh, in consequei » Anglo-Russian Agreement, may be considered to be a 
Sneutial zone, and which, th has a peculiar interest {6 Germany in connes 
with the construction of the Bagdad Railway 

‘ho trayeller declared that lie gave special attention to the trade centres of that 















































































rogion, such as Kormanshah, Hamadan, Nehawend, Burudjird and Sultanabad, as, 
if'a branch line of the Bagdad Railway were carried to the Persian fronticr, German 





trade would have a great opening before it in the places just mentioned, 
‘Pho interview then continues thus :— 


“If Germany, following up the Concession granted to her for the creation of 
the Orient Bank, aets with finaneinl vigour in Persia, then she will in all proba. 
bility seeure Concessions in South-West Persia for the construction of roads, 
railways, &." 





At Tehran Dx, Grothe gave much attention to the political situation, with a view 
to ascertaining the forces at work in the new constitutional movement in Persia, his 
impression being that a current was running adverso to Russia. 

Dr, Grothe, on his return journey to Europe, passed through Tabreez, where he 
found a recently established German firm, Arslan and o,, whieh is doing good 
Dusiness. Ho advised the appointment of a German Consul in that city to 
further German interests, the Russian Consul there acting at present on behalf of 
Germany. 
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Tn conclusion, Dr, Grothe declared that “if the persons who are directing German 
policy understand the present situation and avail themselves of the currents which are 
running friendly to Germany, they will strike at once and offer every opposition to 
prevent that Concessions should he granted to England and Russia; by’sich means 
Germany will avoid finding herself coming too Jate on some still undeveloped portion 
of the world.” 

Certain Bavarian Princes recommended Dr, Grotlic to the Foreign Office in 
Berlin, and it is stated that the Kaiser assisted him financially to enable him to 
undertake his journey. . 


Munich, February 17, 1908. 





(5944) 


ia Office, February 18, 1908, 
directed hy’ Mr. Secretary 
hief of the Indo-Ruropean 
aph Department, as to the cost involved in the proposal to obtain from the 
n Government the control by the Department of the telegraph line from Borasjun 
to Mohamineral, 

Tt will be seen that the survey of the line and its temporary repairs (if they ean, ho 
effected) are estimated to cost some 4,500 rupecs (3001.), and more permanent repairs, 
to be carried out later, some 15,000 rupecs (1,001). ‘The cost of maintenance of the 
line, when in order, is estimated at 9,000 rupees (600/,) a-yoar, 

Tam, &. 
(Signed) ‘A, GODLEY. 


ly to your letter dated the 5 
Morley to inclose a copy of a Minute by the Di 


Tnclosure in No, 225, 
Minute by Mr. Kirk, 


THE Foreign Office ask for inforination as to the approxiinate cost of the proposed 
ad temporary repair of the line from Borasjun to Molimmerah, 
iw length of this line is believed to he about As regards tempd 
repairs, the only thing that eould be done would be to buy poles locally, if they ean be 
sed locally, andl connect up the wire where it is broken, If there is. no spare 
to repair the breaks, and if poles caunot be obtained, this would 
stop to temporary repairs, T think the survey of the line and temporary repairs, 
if they can he effected, would cost about 4,500 rupees (3002). ‘There would also he 
the more permanent repairs, to be carried out later; but until a survey has heen mado 
itis impossible to estimate what these would cost. “T should say that an expenditure 
of some 15,000 rupees (1,0001,) would he required for the purpose. As to: the cost. of 
when the line had been put in order, I estimate it, would come to 
(G00L) per aunum. This estimate is for maintaining the line much as 
line is inaintained at present. 
ularly to point ont that, if the survey is to take place, it should be 
commenced on au carly date as the summer heat in the districts through which the 
line passes is very great, making outdoor work almost impracticable. 


February 7, 1908. 





{5953} No, 226, 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received February 20.) 


: India Office, February 19, 1908, 

WITH reference to paragraph 3 of my letter of to-day’s date, I am directed to 
inclose, to be laid before the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, copy of a Secret 
letter from the Government of Tudia as to the steps to be taken to give effect to the 
arrangement with the Russian Government for the exchange of the Meshed~Tehran and 
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Khaf-Nasratab telegraph lines, together with a Memorandum by the Director-in-chief 
of the Indo-uropea Telegraph Department. 

‘Tam also to inclose a Meniorandum by the Director-in-chief on Mr. Marling’s 
telegrain No. 44 of the 13th instant, forwarded with your letter dated the 15th February. 
1908, and to say that Mr, Morley conents in Sir &. Grey's proposal to defer for the 
present the issue of any instructions to Mr. Marling, 








Tam, &c. 
(Signed) A. GODLEY. 


Tnel 





sure 1 in No, 226, 


Government of India to Mr. Morley. 





; Fort William, January 16, 1908. 
WH have the honour to address you on the subject of the Arrangement signed by 
A, Nicolson and M, Iavolsky on the S1st August, 1907, respecting the telegraph 

lines between Meshed-Seistan and Meshed—ehran, In. his telegram to the Foreign 

Office, London, No. 301, dated the 21st October, 1907, His Majesty's Charge d’Aifaires, 

‘Vohman, reported that the Russian Minister at Tehran had informed his Government 

{hit he'considered the present moment unsuitable for approaching the Persian Govern- 

nent regarding the telegraph line Agreement, Mr. Marling concurred in this view, 

As it seems likely that no favourable opportunity will present. itself at an early date for 

kiving formal eflect to the Arrangement that has been decided on, we ould suggest, 

thr your consideration, that the object aimed at in the understanding might be sufficient! 
svctired if Great Britain and Russia transferred informally to one another the contro 
which they now exercise respectively over the two lines in question, ‘The transfer could 

Je ellvctedl in cach case by the withdrawal of the employés of the one Power and the 

substitution of a similar number of employés of the other Power in lieu of them, as we 

shall attempt to show in the following: paragraphs, 

. The Tehran—Meshed Line—Intormation regard ir present control over the 

Hiran-Meshed line is given in the letter from the India O fice to the Roreign Office, 

datod the Mth October, 1906, and in the extract from the Meshed Diary’ for the 

Buh September, 1906, of whic vy: is inclosed for facility of reference. "It will be 

scan tht the Arrangement is quite an informal one, whieh zrew ont of the measures 

found temporn ary’ in 188: rapid communication between Sir West- 

Ridigenay's Boundary Commission tan ani the Government of India, ‘The 

die Kuropean Telexraph Department spend annually on repairs a sum not exceeding, 
000 rupees; while the Persian Government contributes 15,000 krans for the 

Annie purpose, ‘The line guants are paid by the Persian Government, except for a 
wiribution front the fndian Goverument of 200 krans per mensem to the pay: of 

twenty ahiilams, aud the sigmallers at intermediate stations are Persians, who also 

‘ue apparently. paid by the Persian Government, and who work under the eontrol of 

the Porsian Telegraph Ministry, As the line is managed: by the Department, B 

signallers could presumably have been employed if this hail been necessary. An 

‘Assistant Superintendent of the Tndo-Kuropean Telegraph Department, sith two clerks, 

One wlulan, and two furashes, inspeets tie line, and the repairs wre carried out under 

his supervision, ‘Phat Department als» employs a signaller at eliran, and two 

Meshed, t6 deal with messiges between the Legation and the Consulate-General ; bul, 

‘i tliere are also Russian signallers who work the Tine at stated hours both at Nehran 

iil Meshed, this fact does not constitute any exclusive British privilege. Both at 

‘Tehran and at Meshed the wire terminates in the Indo-European Telegraph Depar 

ment Ollice, Receipts for all classes of messages are paid into the Persian Telegraph 

Ministry, < 

3, So far, then, as the Tehran-Meshed line is concerned, the following steps would 
be necessary {0 give the Russians the same degree of control which the British at 
present possess : 


(u.) Repairs—Russin to spend annually 20,000 rupees; to receive 15,000 krins 
from the Persian Government; and to employ a telegraph official of her own to inspect 
the line and supervise the work. ‘There need apparently be no formal reference to the 
Persinn Goverment about this. ‘The Indo-European Telegraph Department could 
eoitinue to receive 15,000 krans per annum from the Persian Government, and could 















































































































213 


pay it over privately to the Russian Government, ‘The Department could withdraw their 
Assistant Superintendent, and allow his place to be taken by a Russian, 

(8.) Signalters ond Line Guards.—The signallers at intermediate stations and line 
guards would remain Persians and would be paid by the Persian Government as at 
present, but Russia, instead of Great Britain, would have to contribute 200 krans per 
mensem to the pay of the ghulams, Both Great Britain and Russia would retain their 
‘own signallers at Tehran and Meshed as at present. 

(c.) Termination of Line —The Inde-Buropean Telegraph Department could transfer 
the termination both at Tehran and Meshedl to the Russian office, The Russian office 
could then give the wire by a commutator to the Persian aud British offices at stated 
times, just as is done by the British office mutatis mutandiy at present, It would seem 
unnecessary to consult the Persian Government about this, and it could probably be 
done without attracting much attention. 

(@) Administrative Control (excepting Repairs) 
Telegraph Ministry, as at present (eide M 


























“Phis would remain under the Persian 
eslied Diary already quoted). 









4. The Meshed-s 





stan Line—The Russian arrangements regarding this are 
indicated to some extent in Sir A, Nicolson’s telegram No, 201, dated the 21st 
September, 107, to Sir B. Grey, and his despatch No, 465, dated the 10th September, 
1907; and also in the Meshed Diary of the Sth September, 1908, already quoted. 











(a) Repairs—Russian superintendence was only tacitly recorded by the Pe 
Government, and is for uo fixed term, The line is the property of the Persian 
Government, It appears from our Consul's reports that the Russian Kniae Vavehadae 
controls the line, but there is no very definite account of the. system or of 

number of employés, ‘The Meshed Diary states that repairs are carried out under 
the supervision of the Russian Kninz Vavehindze, but i is believed that the cost is 
defrayed by the Persian Government by means of orders in favour of Russian telegraph 
officials on the local Governors of Scistan and Kain, ‘The inspecting and r 
establishment employed by Russia’in September 1806 was three Inspectors, two Sube 
Inspectors, four clerks, and one jiechanis 
(0), Siguallers ad Line Guarils,—he line zuards are paid by the Persian Governs 
ment, ‘Their number is unknown, As to the signallers, there are Persian, British, and 
Russian signallers, both at the terminals and at intermediate stations, The precise 
number and distribution of the British and Russian signallers at the timoot the signature 
‘of the Convention is reported to have been as follow 


British—One with His Majesty's Consul, Seistan, in camp; one at Nasratabad ; 
one at Birjand, 

Reussian.—Shusy, one Inspector (on leave, but is sinee reamed) Khah, one 
Inspector, one Sub-Inspector; Nasratabad, one Sub-Inspector, one signiller; Birjand, 
one signalter (whose post was then temporarily yacant, but has siuce heen filled), 
























































(c.) Termination of Line—Both at Meshed and Seistan the line now terminates in 
Russian offices. 

(d.)_ Administrative Control (excepting Repairs).—This is nominally under the 
Persian Telegraph Ministry (vide Meshed Diary of the 8th September, 1906), but seems 
latterly to have fallen into the hands of the Russian “ Kniaz,” 

5, Regarding thi ig stops seem necessary to give the British the 
same degree of control below Khaf whieh the Russians at present possess :— 


(0) Repairs—The Russians could instruct tle “Kuinz” to withdraw from all 
interference south of Kliaf, and also to withdraw his Inspectors, Sub-Inspectors, clerks, 
‘ni! mechanics from that portion of the line. The present British signallers, with some 
assistants, could then take their place. No formal reference to the Persian Government 
would apparently be needed, but it would probably be hard to arrange at present that 
the Persian Government should pay for repairs, as it now does, and the British Govern- 
ment would have to bear this charge pending further arrangements. 

(0.) Signallers and Line Guards—As in the converse case of the Tebran—Meshed 


























line, it would be difficult to claim that Russian signallers should be removed from the 
terminal stations; but it would seem that, as the management of the line is to be trans- 





ferred to the British, and with the express object of preventing friction along the Perao- 

Afzlian frontier, Russia cannot justifiably claim to retain any signallers at intermediate 

stations, 

__ {c) Termination of Line—The terminal at Seistan could be transferred to the 

Lritish’ offices without reference to the Persian Government, in the same manner ag 
[2563 aK 
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control was taken over by the Russians; and at the Khaf end it might be arranged that 
the line from Seistan should pass through a British office and thence through a Rus 
office, 





6, Recent. reports received sinee the conclusion of the Agreement regarding Persia 
show that Russian control is now being still further extended over the Meshed-Seistan 
telegraph line, and as we consider it to be greatly to our interest that this control should 
couse at an curly date, we trust that it may be found possible to bring into force without 
delay the understanding regarding the exchange of telegraph lines by the adoption of 
measures such as we have indicated above, 














We Hae 6 
(Signed) NTO. 
eee) KITCHENER. 
H. ERLE RICHARDS. 
BE. N. BAKER, 
©, H. SCOTT. 
H, ADAMSON. 
J, P, FINLAY. 
J. 0. MILLER. 









Tnelosure 2 in No, 226, 


Fixtract from Meshed Ditry No. 86 for te week ending September 8, 1906. 





Tuesday September 4.—In accordance with a Concession granted by the Persian 
Government to te Russians, the terminil pole of the Seistan telosniph line is to-day 
being removed trom outside the Persian office and the wire conducted straight Wo the 
1 olfice, This is, in fuck, the change made by the Russian ‘Telezraph Inspector, 
out: nutliority, in dune last, und which was reversed at the instance of this Consulate- 
In o1dey to communicate with Seistan and intermediate plices it will now be 
uiocessary for thy Po igh it the British—oflice to work through the 
Russian commutator Russian office in Meshed has thus an identical position on 
the Seistan Hi office on the Tehran line. 
situs are claiming for themselves the same 
on the Tehran line, give below a 
what the latter privileges are and also 
ad by the Russians on the Seistan line:— 





































‘Maryrenanor, 


Tehran-Meshed Line. Meshed-Seistan Line. 


‘Pemporasily” maintained by the fudian Repairs carried out under supervision of 
Government for th Government, Russian “Kniag.” [tis believed that cvst 
‘at an annual cost of 20,000 rupees, For is defrayed by Persian Government, 

the lust three years the Persian Govern. 

ment has contributed 15,000 krans annually, 












Esrapuisume: 








vernment of India Establishment Russian Estabtishment. 








One Assistant Superintendent. ‘Three Inspectors. 
‘Two clerks, ‘Two Sub-Inspectors. 
One * ghulam.” Four clerks, 


‘Two “ farashes.!” ‘One mechanic. 


Line Establishment. Line Establishment. 


vernment. Paid by Persian Government. 
Strength unknown. 





Paid by Persian Go 
‘Twenty  ghulams.” 
One tafangehi.” 


‘Ten krans per mensem are contributed 
to the pay of each "*ghulam” by the Indian 
Government. Above staff all work under 
orders of Assistant Superintendent, 
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With the exception of clerks mentioned above, establishments of clerks and 
zuallers at telegraph-offices on both lines are Persian ‘and work under Persian Telegraph 
Ministry, who also have the arrangement of all administrative matters except upkeep, 





Control. 





At Tebran Meshed ends wire is Under the recent Concession, Russians 
taken into British office first, and given, control the wire at the Meshed end 
through the commutator, to the Persian 

office, and through it to the Russian office. 





Receipts. 


[Receipts for all classes of messages on both lines are paid into Persian Telegraph: 
Ministry,] 


Although time-tables exist on both lines governi 





the use of they 





different offices they are not always adhered to, otlicr arrangements, as may be 1 
convenient, being made in their place. It should be noted that for six hours daily 
Meshed is cut off (at Shabrud) from ‘Tehran while the latter place is in communication 


with Astrabad, ‘The only privileges which the Russians seem now to lack on U 
line to make their position equal to ours on the ‘Tehran line is that of paying for its 
maintenance and the control of the wire at the Scistan end, ‘The former they will, 
perhaps, not insist on very strenuously, but it may be anticipated that. efforts vv 
male to secure the latter, It ti ehe-fullgconeef he 

is known, bow it will affect us as seraphic communication with Seista 
intermediate plnees. [i seems unlikely that any immediate inconyonicnee will. he 
caused, though it cannot be forgotten that the Russias now have it in their, power to 
intorrupt communications when a sufiiciently important o¢easion arises, Phere is also. 
the possibility of onr messages being tapped. ‘No be done without detection this 
requires special instruments anid more echnical knowledye than is posseased by any one 
inthe Russian office, but there is, of course, no assurance that this state of alfiits will 
continue. ‘The ehief objection to the surrender by the Persian Government of thelr 
riglits on the line probably lies in the use the Russians may make of it in increasing the 
number of their agents along the line and in similar ways, In this connection may be 
mentioned the reeent report of a projected line from Pul-icKhatun to Khaf, ‘There: is 
also the great impulse given to their political influence by the acquisition: of this 
important Concession in a quarter where our interests predominate, 

Our interests, on the other hand, on the ehran-Meshed line, over whieh we at 
present possess exclusive privileges, are probably less than those of the Russians; and 
he question consequently suggests tel? whether, after a. quid pro quo in the shape of 
the Rohat extension has been secured, it would not, be advisable to endeavour to effect 
an exchange. 
















and 






























Tnelosure 3 in No. 226, 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey, 

201.) 
legraphic.) St. Petersburgh, Seplember 21, 1007. 
{PAN informed by the Acting Miaistor for Roreign A@hira hab: Itussign aupocine 
tendence of the Meshed-Seistan line was only tacitly accorded by the Persian Govern- 
ment, and is for no fixed term. The line is the property of the Persian Goyernment 
act, as regards these telegraph lines, the Russians and ourselves are practically 












imilar positions. 





Tnelosure 4 in No, 226. 






Sir A. Nicolson (0 Sir Edward Grey. 

(No. 485.) 

Sir, St, Petersburgh, September 10, 1907, 
M. GOUBASTOFF handed me to-day the draft of a despatch which the Russian 

Government proposed to address to the Russian Minister at Tehran, provided that. you 

concarred, in regard to the transfer of the respective British and Russian rights or 




















in regard to the Meshed-Seista 
Jind been hitherto supplic 
for as to the expenses of ti 


information had heen rece 
























BN conel 


























de In Convention Russo-Anglai 
et de Ja Grande-Brotazne, en vue 








Tes réigions de Ja Perse voi 





aux intérdty de Vuutre, 
Wintroduire 1 
Moshed ot de Meshed-Seistan 
duciilg, 


saint 








(autre part, va qwane partie du 
ionnde, i} a ¢té déeidé que cette 
nord dle ce 











fire parvenir le texte ci 
Fin coneluant eet Arrangems 


possditenit sur elles 1 











Hur consequence, 








Envy 





us priant-de miinfor 















(ale 





phic) 


“Your despatch No, 170, 


Government on to! 


management over the Tehran-Meshed and Meshied-S 
honour to transmit a copy of the document in question, 
T inquired recently when I might receive the information for w 





were not stifficiently. full 
section from Khat ty 
ved, a Memorandum would be communicated to me. 





5 des fron 
entre autres A ne pas rechercher de Concessions chacun dans la ré 


‘Afin. dene pas entroindre ce prin 
climgement dans la position des lignes téégraphiques de 

-Aprds un exainen app 
dhunie part, que li premidre de ces lignes, rentrant en entior dans In region intéres- 
a Russie, passera dans le resort de Padm 
imixquelles elle se trouve actucllement dans Te ressort de Padministrat 





i ressortira de Vai 
de Paidministration Anglaise, Un Arrang’ 
annde eourante, par M, Isvolsky et Sir 

















OLLOWING sent to Foreign Office : 
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graph Lines, I have the 





h {had appl 
that the data wh 
tint a report had b 
at As scon as complete 





ns inforn 





vzraph line, aud T 









gathered that the superintendence of the Russian Administe tat line 
in de jure practically not much more extensive tha that of the P lininistration over 
the Tehran-Meshed line; though the Russian Administration has in fact aequired a nore 
direct control than is exercised by the former, 
Thave, &e. 
(Signed) ‘A. NICOLSON. 


Tnclosure 5 in No. 226. 
Drafe of Despatch communicated by the Russian Government to M. de Hartirig. 


tiant un AtFangement concernant la Perse, Arrangement entré dans le corps 
du 





(31) Aotit, 1907, les Gouerneme Russie 
iter tout motif de conilit entre leurs intéréts dans 
spectives de ses Btats, se sont engagés: 

jon touchant depres 

















Gonyernements se sont vus ob 





pe, les de 








ofondi de evtte «quest 


stration Russe aux mémes conditions 
on Anglais 
région sus 
Kchaf, que Ja section 
‘au sud du méme point 
cw sujet a té signé Ie 18 (31) Avtt 
\. Nicolson, Arrangement dont j'ai Phonneur de 















ied -Seistan 





raphe 





ray 














1, les deux Gonvernements ne pouyaient pas perdre de 
vue le fait: que les lignes en question constituent La propriété du Gonvernenien 
ot que’ les droits quiils possedent du Gouvernement Persin et que les dri 
leur sont conedilés ijue parce demier, Par suite, il dt 
ble Wobtenir le consentement du Gouyernement ie 
rl’Accord dont il siagit, & la suite de quoi un Article 
introduit dans le texte de |’Arrangement, 
Vhonneur de yous adresser la pri 
entondre avee votre colldgue WAngleterte, quia été muni d 


Persa 













A Majesté le Scliali 2 mettre 


re de bien vouloir vous 
ie instruction identique 





‘J collesci, alin de fixer Wun commun accord les démarelies qu'il sera nécessaire de faire 
pour obtenir di: Gouvernement Persan le consent 
dGnarches aussitot que vela sera possible, 





ment demandé, et de proeéder & ces 


en son temps du résultat de yos négotiations & ce 


Tnelosure 6 in No. 226, 


Mr. Marling to Goverament of India. 


Tehran, October 21, 1907. 








Russi 





n Government have been informed by their 


Minister here that he considers the present moment unsuitable for approaching Persian 


woment. 





ery sensitive about the Agreement and present Cabinet 


























217 





k to attempt to do anything without its approval, I agreed with this view. 
Cabinet is likely shortly to be reconstructed, but I do not anticipate that attitude ot 
Assembly will change at early date. 





Inclosure 7 in No. 226. 





Government of India to Consul Kennion, 





(Telegraphic.) Simla, October 29, 1907, 
TELEGRAPHS. Please report exact distribution of Russian and British signallers 
south of Khaf on the Sist August, date of signature of Anglo-Russian Agreement 









Inclosure 8 in No, 226, 
Consul Kennion to Government of India, 
(Telographic.) Seistan, November 1, 1907. 


T REPBAT the following telegrams for your information with reference to your 
telegrams of the 29th October 








First, from Minister at Tehran to Consul in Seistan ;— 


“No, 102, dated 21st October. Secret, Please see the last pa 
Rice's Circular telegram, dated: 24th September, regarding the exchange of telegraph 
lines, We are to take the Scistan-Khaf section in exchange for the Tehran-Meshed 

ie the lines to be handed over in same condition ay those prevailing, ‘The Persian 
yvernment has to consent to exchange by as has (? but as moment has) been judged 
pportune to approach them on the subject, it seems not improbable that the Russian 
signallers may be meanwhile reduced in order to reduce the number of our signallers 
wiien the exchange is effected. 

“Could you ascertain the present number of Russian signallers, with names and 
stations if possible 2” 





igraph of Spring 












Second, from Consul in Seistan to Minister at Tehran :— 





“ No, 146, dated Bist October, ‘The following is the Russian statl:—Inspectors 
two—Shusp, Tukhoreli; Khaf, Kniaz Varchalze. Sub-lnspectors two—Nasratabad, 
Drindins Khaf, Constantin, Signallers two—Nasratabad, Gurjenski;, Birjand, Rozot, 
Persian Ghulambashis, two at Bandan and Khaf. Ghulams, two at each office.” 

‘As regards the European staff; I think that where the line is controlled by us, if 
one of the three signallers we now have were made inspector, the only addition necessary 
to our present staff would be a signaller at Khaf, For Persian staff one Ghulambashi 
and sixteen ghulams would sutfice. 

On Bist August staff stood as above, with this difference, that the inspector at 
iusp was then on leave, but has since returned, and that the signaller’s post at Birjand 
(whieh has since been filled up) was at that time temporarily vacant, 

British staff’ on Bist August was three siguallers—one with me in camp, one at 
Nasratabad, and one at Birjand. 

















Inclosure 9 in No, 226. 
Memorandum by Mr. Kirk on Government of India Secret Despatch of January 16,1908. 


THE Government of India make certain proposals as to the employment of British 
signallers on the Teliran-Meshed line after its transfer to Russian control. ‘The 
proposals are that both Great Britain and Russia retain their signallers at ‘Tehran and 
Meslied as at present, ‘The Indo-European ‘Telegraph Department is to transfer the 
termination both at Tebran and Meshed to the Russian office, ‘The Russian office ean 
then give the use of the wire by a commutator to the British and Persian offices at 
stated times, just as is done by the British office mutatis mutandis at present. As to the 

(1563) eh 
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gain by the renewal. ‘The delay would not be great by this course being adopted, and 
the advantage to the Russian Government might be considerable, 

‘he telegram of the 9th February further asks when the Tehran-Khanikin 
line was made over to the Persians, and for what reason this was done. This line was 
originally constructed to form part of a connection between Bagdad and Tehran. Tt 
was believed that the line between Bagdad and Pao would not be allowed to. work 
owing to the unruly state the country it passed through was in, and therefore it was 
necessary to provide an alternative route through Tehran and Bushire for messages 
between Europe nnd India vid Turkey. Tt was found, however, contrary to expecta 
tion, that the route between Fao and Bagdad worked comparatively well, thus 
rendering the route through Persia of little value. On the latter line the perpetual 
disturbances on the uxco-Persian frontier, and the mutual jealousies of the Turks 
and Persians, interfered with communication, ‘The Russian route to Julfa, the 
alternative to the Turkish route, had been improved in speed and accuracy of working, 
and the JulfaTehran line lad been strengthened by the introduction of a few 
European signallers, Finally it was thought that the Concessions obtained by 


Tnclosure in No. 





28. 

















Imperial Bank of Persia to India Office. 














25, Alichurch Lane, London, February 19, 1908, 


LHAVE the honour toacknowledge the receipt of your letterdated the 5th instant, 

a draft for 1,500, being the amonnt of the subsidy payable for the year ended 
September, 1907, on account of the Nasratabad (Seistan) branch of the bank, 
Tam much obli 3 

With reference to the final paragraph of your letter, Tam requested by the Board 
of Directors, as we have now entered on the list year of the agreod arrangement, to 
inquire whether it is the wish of the Govern the Nasratabad (Seistsin) branch 
Jy maintained ase it will be necessary to angment. the subsidy bya sum 
suilicient to loss now annually borne bythe bank. ‘The branch was, estab 

1 on the initiative of His Majesty's Gow ithe Directors are anxious 0 
























































Meowa. Stomenn for what ts now the Indo-European Company's line would provide the withes of the Talis Office aad Woreizn Oiien in the mattex, provide! the 
an efficient line between England and Tehran, Accordingly, in March 1568, the ‘uflicient to cover the cost of the branch, 

Khanikin line was made over to the Persian Administration to be worked by their . Ehave, de, 

own officials. From that time to this it would not haye paid us to renew our control (Signed) G. NEWELL, Manager 





over the line, and we have not done so. 
















[6020] sie 
Sir N.O'Conor to Sir Edward Grey. 


229, 





oy liad no 
Govern 













‘ction to the Comp iy 
t,and, in the event of this being done, that th working were to 
crsian Government and the Company. ‘This 

ment were not averse to the transfer of the 
ii it only. seems necessary for the Russian 
ument the res 
s L lave pointed out in a previous part of this 
ising the question of this transfer until it is 
ent will renew or not the British olegraph 





{Received Kebruary 20.) 





(No. 43.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Constantinople, February 20, 19 
‘TURCO-PERSIAN frontier. dean e Dee: 
Following from Mr, Wratislay, No. 17 of the 10th instant :— 


% With reference to my telegram No. 16 of the 13th instant, the Turkish Com- 
joner declares that the fundamental difference of opinion between the two 
joners respecting the interprotation to be placed on Article HT of the ‘Proaty of 
‘rzeroum must be referred to Constantinople. The Persian Commissioner declines to 
1 his suggestion to go to Van to await the reply. 
“There has been a further exchange of Memoranda, but the only new matter in 
thei is a eategorieal demand on the part of the Turks that ‘you should put an ond to 
your interference with our territory and tribes in the Kurdestan districts betiyoon 
Sileimanich and Boyadzid, Kotur héing excepted.’ ” 





























ute, it appears advisable to 
seliled whether the Persian Gove 
Concessions. 

6. In Mx, Marling’s telegram No, 41 of the Sth February, 1003, he asks by 
whom is it now proposed that Russian obligations should be formally accepted —by the 
raph Department or by the Indian Velegraph Department. As 
tho only tins ed to us is the Khaf-Nasratabad section, and as there are 
throo signallers of tho Indian ‘Telegraph Departament employed on the seetion, the 
simplest arrangement is for that Department to take over charge of the line, It 
might hy stated, however, that the charge of the Tine might eventually be mad 
to the Tndo-Butropean ‘Velogeaph Department, as it is desirable for admini 
purposes that all the telograph lines with which the British are connected in Pers 
should be in the caro of the Departmont, with its head-quarters at Tehran, 

7. Lt would hy premature (0 discuss the details of the arrangements to give effect 
heexchange of the tivo lines, his can be done when the consent of the Persian 
ment to the exchange has been obtained. See my Minute of the Lith February 
overnment of India letter of the 16th January, 1908. 

(Signed) H. A. KIRK. 




































(6003) No. 230, 













Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February 20.) 













legraphic.) P. Tehran, Keln 20, 1908, 
IMPERIAL Bank of Persia OCU eae 


T learn very confidentially that Mr, Rabino, Manager of the Imperial Bank, has 










February 4, 1908, 







ch No, 6, Confidential, of the 22nd January, 
















(5969) No. 228. 
Imperial Bank of Persia to Foreign Office. (Reet 





231, 













d February 20.) 





Mr. Marling (o Sir Bdivnrd Grey.—(Received February 202) 











Sir, 25, Abehurch Lan 

T HAVE the honour to forward, for the informati 
copy of a letter T have to-day addressed to the Tl 
stan) office of the ba 


London, February 19, 1908. 
1 of the Secretary of State, a 
Olive in regard to the Nasratabad 


phic.) P. Tehran, February 20, 1908, “t 
ST for German Customs officials was probably made by Ehtesham-es- 

President of the Assembly. The Minister for Foreign Affairs denies that 

pplication vas made to the German Legation. 

Please refer to my telegram No, 49 of the 19th February. 






















Thave, 3 
(Signed) GNI 











SWELL, Manager. 
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betiveen the Tmpe 
on the advanet 





(dl Indian Exchequers o! 


abilities which may be consequent 







served that under the arrangement proposed in this Memorandam, 
ian Government will not be changed interest ou any instalment that 
for a shorter period than one year, and that no claim will be made on Tmnperi 
in respect of temporary and comparatively trifling losses such as that occasioned hy 
the delay of six months in the payment of interest which was granted to that Govern- 
mont in April last a 

With regard to the inquiry contained in the penultimate paragraph of your letter 
under reply, relative to the manuer in which the suspension of the interest payment 
will affect ile arrangement entered into with the Imperial Bank of Persia, I ami to 
point out that this matter is fully dealt with in the India Office Memorandm, and 
With regard to the question raised in the last pa h, Tam to state that their 
Lordships are correct in concliding that the present correspondence has no reference 
to tlio advance of 20,0002, mate in 1906 to the Persian Government by the Tuperial 
and Indian Governments whieh formed part of an Anglo-Russian loan of 100,000, 
¥ is of opinion that the scheme proposed by the India Office offers a 
solution of the question under discussion, and T am to. state that if their 
ps share this view, the necessary steps will be taken hy that Departinent to 
ive clloct to 



















































Tan to ald that, iecordi 





Tam, &. 
(Signed) LOUIS MALLET. 











16250) 0, 240. 
Sir N, O'Conor to Sir Edward G —(Received February 22 
(Noth) 
tn SE Constantinople, Februacy V7, 1908. 






ustant, I have the honour to 





WITT reference to your telegram No. 31 of ti 
reporh that until we seu how the negotiations in_ pro, n the frontier shape 
thoselves, ibis not possible to defi precise claims of the Turks. 4 
1 perhaps the single exception of Passova, they do not openly lay claim to any 
outside the disputed zone, but their action, whieh seems to cover all ground 
ly Sunni tribes, does not correspond with their theory, Bribery, too 
other indué fe bein Ato persuade these tribes to accept the prote 
of the Ottoman Goyermuent, ‘ hot 

L cuain nude stroue fepresentations to the Minister of Foreign. Affairs on the 
dil instant, and pointed ont to his Excellency that according to my information the 
" ish Commander in the neighbourhood of Soujhoulak was once more inciti 









Wi 
topriton 















nents 



























the Kurds of t anger of serious 

complications resulting from their pre: jon, especially. round 

Soujhoulak, : ‘ 
Yesterday the Sublime Porte, in along Report to the Palwee, 1 a frontier 









mpted, and that it was hot expedient to raise 
ancient claims of a date p ous to the Treaty of Erzeroum, for, according to it 
vorbal professions, the Porte adheres to that iN a " es Dymieds ot seule 
i ally to fil a frontivrtine within the disputed zone. 
enh sigentefromulthe Palace, whith 





Within the contested zone should be ue 








tions with the Persians © 
Tustrue 













fons to the Turkish Conmnissioner 
nus occupied with the ques 








Thave, &e. 


Sigued) . R. O'CONOR. 


S 








(6408) No, 2419, 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February 24.) 
(No, 92) 
Sir, St, Petersburgh, February 21, 1908. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 77 of the 12th instant, I have the honour 
to transmit herewith a translation in French of an official announcement. which was 
published in this morning's newspapers in regard to the military preparations. which. 
Ie was said were being made hott by Russia and ‘Tuckoy in view af the possibility of 
an armed conflict between the two Powers. 

From the inclosed announcement it will be seen that an official denial is given to 
the reports which were in circulation as to a mobilization of Russian troops ora 
concentration of Russia’s forces in the Caucasus, 

It will be seen further that the Turkish Ambassador has been instructed to 
explain to the Russian Government that the measures which ‘Turkey has taken have 
been solely for the protection of the Turkish frontier from possible danger from. 
Persia, anil that the relations between ‘Nurkey and Russia are as friendly as ever, 

Thaye, &, 
(Signed) A, NICOLSON. 











Tnclosure in No, 241°. 
Extract from the “ Journal de Saint-Pétersbourg” of February 8 (21), 1908. 


VAGENCE Wlégraphique de Saint-Pétorsbourg fait 1a communication 
suivante :-— 





“ Les renseignements donnés par la presse concernant des préparatifs de guerre, 
faits tant par Ia Russie que par la Turquie, ont donné naissance 0 des bruits 
alarmants sur Ia possibilité d'un eonfhit armé entre ces deux Puissances, 

“Nous sommes autorisés i déclarer que tous les bruits annongant 1a mobilisation. 
de certaines troupes, le transport au sud, et In concentration des troupes dans le 
‘Transcausase, sont absolument faux. Ta Russie ne prend done aucune mesure 
extraordinaire, relativement aux troupes, sur la frontiore Turque, 

“Quant a la Turquie, X ce que nous savons de source certaine, elle vient, de sa 
propre initiative, de confirmer officiellement le démenti, déja. pis pas Vinton 











inédinire 
de Agence * Correspondenz-Bureau,’ opposé par elle aux bruits selon lesquels elle 
ferait des préparatifs militaires pros de notre frontitre, L’Ambassadeur do ‘Turquie 
A Saint-Pétersbourg a été chargé par son Gouvernement de déclarcr au Ministre 
Russe des Affaires Btrangéres, que la Turquie n'a pris que les mesures nécessaires 

assuret kx séeurité de ses frontidres du cdté de la Perse, 
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[6233] No. 241. 
India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received February 22.) 


Sir, India Office, February 21, 1908. 

IN reply to your letter dated the 14th instant as to the retention at Shiraz of the 
sowars of the Consular guard who should have been relieved last November, I am 
directed to say that, having regard to the continuance of the present insecurity 
and to the probability of fresh disturbances in the spring, reported by Mr. Marling, 
Mr. Seeretary Morley considers that. it will be necessary, unless an unexpected change 
in the situation takes place, to retain the men for the full period of six months covered 
by the arrangement with the Treasur 

‘The question of their further retention need not perhaps be decided at present, but, 
might be considered later on, 














Tam, &e. 
(Signed) A. GODLEY, 





[6465] No, 242. 


Sir N. O'Conor to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February 24.) 
No, 45.) 
Wieiogea phic.) P. Constantinople, February 24, 1908, 
TURCO:PERSIAN frontier. 
His Majesty’s Consul-Ce 
Tahir P 
Turvo-Per 










1 at Urmia telegraphs under date of the 21st that 
i has informed him that he considers hi isi complished, as the 


an Commission are not competent to dec 








Br 
This point must be left to their Governments, He therefore 
licited a promise not to 









(6466 | No. 243. 





Sir N. O'Conor to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received Februar: 24.) 
(No. 46.) 
(Polegraphic.) P, 
TURCO-PERSIAN frontier, 
With reference to my immediately preceding telegram of to-dk 


report that the Porte giye the following explanations in r 


p 





Constuntinople, February 24, 1908, 





date, I have to 
ly to my inquiries -— 








They allege that the Persian Commissioner declined to discuss the boundary 
unless the Turkish Commissioner gave an undertaking concerning Soujboulak, to 
which Tahir Pasha replied that his competence did not extend to the action of the 
‘Turkish Commander, and threatened if his Persian colleague persisted in his attitude, 
which rendered his further stay at Urmia of no use, to withdraw to Van. 

Mr. Wratislaw’s accountis not confirmed by the Persian Ambas: dor, and, according 
to the Minister of Foreign Affairs, the Turkish Commissioner has been instructed to 
remain at Urmia. 


SS EE eee 
(6528) No, 244. 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February 24.) 




















(No. 54.) 

(Telegraphie.) P. Tehran, Feliruary 24, 1908. 
‘THM Agent of Mr. Stevens, Vice-Consul at ‘Tabreez, senda from Miandoab the 

{ollowing information, which has also been repeated to Urumia and Constantinople, 








respecting the Turco-Persian frontier. 
(1563) 3N 
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Persian authorities will shortly return to Sujbulak. On the morning of the 
22nd instant the Turkish Commander and Turkish troops left Sujbulak for Pasva, 





[5787] No, 245. 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Marling. 


No, 38.) 
"Nelographic.) P. Foreign Office, February 24, 1908. 






yndicate. 
Please refer to your telegram No. 40 of the 8th instant. : 
Syndicate agreé that the best solution is for the Manager to pay the guards direct, 


provided Lorimer can obtain permission from the Khans. ‘They observe, however, that 
payment made to the latter is not only for safeguarding Oil Syndicate’s people and 
property, but also as compensation for use of Khans’ country. 








(5417) No, 246, 
Foreign Office to India Office. 


Foreign Office, February 24, 1908. 
ice of the 7th September, 1907, relative 
lis Majesty’s Consulate-General at Mi 
to transmit to you herewith copy o! 
despatch from IT ny s at Tehiran,* inquiring whether any 
decision has been reached as to the permanency of this appointment. 

Tam to request you to draw the attention of Mr. Secretary Morley to the opinion 

expressed by Sir Cecil Spring-Rice in his despatch No. 168 of the 24th July, 1907, 

y i inclosed in the letter under reference and indorsed by Mr. Marlin 

in his despatch No, 223 of the 9th October of the same year (see Persia, Confidential 
Print of the 28th Octob ion 15). 

Tam to add that Si 
maintained, and that he would 
which may'be arrived at on the subje 






to the appointment of a) 
Tam directed by Sec 


* WITIL reforence to the 
M 


























is of opinion that this appointment should be 
4 to receive early information as to the conclusion 





Tam, &e, 
(Signed) LOUIS MALLE’. 





[6653] No, 247. 
Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February 25.) 
(No. 55.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, February 25, 1908. 


SITUATION on Turco-Persian frontier. 

The Minister for Foreign Affairs thanks His Majesty’s Government for the success 
of action taken with regard to Sujbulak 

Orders have been sent to Firman Firma to send thither the ex-Governor of Urmi 
with instructions to act with moderation. 








[5428] No. 248, 
Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Marling. 








Foreign Office, February 25, 1908 
eceived your despatch No. 17 of the 28th ultimo, in which you 
pondence with His Majesty's Consul-General at Bushire relatiy 
Sheikh of Mohammerah in regard to recent developments on 





tologr 
the apprehensio: 
the Tureo-Persian fronti 
T concur in your opinion that a gun-boat need not be sent to the Shatt-el-Arab 











* No, 198, 


























APPENDIX B. 










MAP OF MONAMMERAL AND DISTRICT PREPARED IN’ 1550. 
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under existing conditions, and I consider that when an attack appears more imminent 
tho precise action to be taken by His Majesty's Government can be determined. 

Tt would, however, be advisable, in order to allay the Sheikh’s apprehensions, to 
inform him that His Majesty’s Government are fully alive to the situation, but that they 
do not anticipate Turkish aggression in the neighbourhood of Mchammerah, and you 
sliould instruct Major Cox accordingly. 

‘A copy of & dospatel: which { linve addzessed|t0 Ti 
Constantinople on the subject is inclosed for your informat 











Majesty's Ambassador at 
n° 





Tam, &e. 
Gigned) " E, GREY. 





No, 249. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir N. O'Conor, 


, Foreign Office, February 25, 1908, 
I TRANSMED to your Excellency herewith a copy of a despatch from Tis 
Majesty's Changé d’ Affaires at Tehranf relative to. the apprehensions of the Sheikh of 
Moharmmerah in regard to recent developments on the Turco Persian frontier. 
you are aware, His Majesty's Government have been content to allow the 
ian Government, as being more closely concerned, to, take the lead in regard to 
making any proposals for arresting the Nurkish encroachments so long as they are 
confined to the northern portion of the frontier; but it is desirable that your Excellency 
should clearly understand that the position would be materially altered if there were to. 
ho an advance of Ottoman troops to the south, more especially in the neighbourhood of 
Mohamunerah, Tn this district Mis Majesty's Government are not prepared to recosnize 
any other frontier than that laid down by the mediating Commissioners’ in 1850, as 
indicated in red on the accompanying sketch map; and. in this connection T may recall 
the admission made by the Otfoman Minister for Foreign Affairs to Her Majesty's 
Ambassador on the 18th November, 1893, to the effect that “the Turkish Government 
laid no claim whatever to Mohammerah.” 

Any disturbance of the statue quo at Mohammerah would affect British interests, 
and might not improbably lead to the aotive intervention of His Majesty's Government, 
who havo given the Sheikh certain assarancos i regnr to his territory, 

Your Bxcelleney should accordingly instruct His Majesty's Consuls at Bagdad and 
Bussorah to furnish by telograph early information of any aggressive designs in the 
district in question. 

‘A copy of a despatch which I have addressed to His Majesty's Chargé d’Affairos at 
dhran is inolosed for your information. 












































Tam, &, 
(Signed) -B, GREY. 





No. 250. 
[Nil] 


(6676) No. 251. 
Mr. Marling (o Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February 20.) 
(No. 28.) 
Sir, ‘Tehran, February 8, 1908. 


AS T had the honour to inform yon in my despateh No. 12 of the 27th ultimo, I 
ructed Captain Lorimer to notify to the Bakhtiari Khans the discrepancy, in the 
jaimant’s favour, of some 900 krans existing between the revised claim in respect of 
Messrs, Lynch Brothers’ construction account for the Ahwaz-Ispalian road and that. 
actually presented to them by Captain Lorimer. A 

have just learat from the latter by telograph that a reply to this noiiation hae 
boon received from the Chiefs to the effect that they will pay the amount if the revised 
claim “is sent from Tehran and is made evident.” 

Captain Lorimer therefore regards the situation as satisfactory, and is of opinion 














* No. 249. + No. 205. $ No. 248, 
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that no further action is called for until he receives the revised account, which should, 
asa matter of fact, be now in his possession, 
Thave, &. 
(Signed) CHARLES ML MARLING. 





No, 252. 
Mr, Marling to Sir Edward Grey—(Received February 20.) 


Tehran, February V4, 1908. 
WITH reference to my despatch No. 299 of the Sth November Inst T have the 
honour to report that on the 80th ultimo, at the request of the manager of the Imperial 
Bank of Persin, { applied to the Persian Government for a minting contract for the 
Bank for the same amount as that specified in the contract concluded in November last, 
Having oecasion to see the Minister for Foreign Affairs on other matters on the 30th 
ultimo, { expressed the hope that the Bank's rights in such matters were now fully 
recognized, and that no unnecessary delay would be made, Mushir-cd-Dowleh was 
obviously uneasy; le said he would’ do his best to arrange the question, but feared, 
for reasons which T could not elicit from him, that difficulties would’ be made, and he 
suggested that should speak with the Minister of Finance on the subject, T said that 
it seemed to me to he quite useless to do so, for the point of view of the Legation, 
which His Majesty's Government had entirely approved, was perfectly well known to the 
Porsinn, Government, but that, as he suggested, 1 would eort 
Sultaneh, 

On the 1st instant [ called on the Finauce Minister and went over the old ground 
willthim. He said that he and the Government were powerless in the matter. ‘The 
question hind been referred to the Finance Committee of the Assembly, which would 
in duc courserxive its decision, Ministers were now entirely dependent on these Com- 
inittees, and the suspicion with which their every act was watched was such that without 
Ue permission of the Meilis they Inirdly dared order their carriages, 1 said that 
the present question was not one which could possibly: admit of discussion, and I trusted 


lency to sce that the Punk's rights were promptly recognized, — Nizam-es- 
Sultaneh replied that there would certainly be some opposition to the Bank's demands, 
as the Assembly had recently decided (0 limit to. two crores of tomans (1,000,000 


tomans) the amount of silver which could be coined in any one year, and that this limit 
Had already been reached. [said that no law could affect the Bank's rights, ‘The Bank 
vas a bank of issue, and its first obligation was to secure its note isste; this was an 
inevitable corollary of its Concession, and no law made subsequently to that Concession 
could he invoked against it, By dint of urgent insistence Nizam-es-Sultanch was at 
Just induced {0 understand and admit the point, and T told him that 1 counted on bis 
Hcelleney to sew that this was made clear to. the Finance Committee of the Assembly 
lis Uxecllency, however, urged that T should explain this point to the Minister tor 
Hoveign Aflairsy and L accordingly addressed to Mushir-ed-Dowlch the note of which a 
copy is inelosed, 

My conversations with the two, Ministers made it clear that a good deal of 
opposition was to he apprehended, ‘he position of the Persian Government oas, 
However, siigularly weak, About the same time that the Bank obtained its contract with 
the Mint in, November, contracts were also made with private bankers for an agg 
‘unount which completed the limit of 1,000,000 tomans above mentioned. In 
this, however, the Mint has heen coining silver for private persons who have no 
authorized by the Govemment, [ told’ Mushir-ed-Dowleh that this had eome to my 
knowledge, and he of course denied it; but as my information was derived througli the 
Bronch Minister trom th assayer in the employ of the Mint, there can be no 
reasonable doubt of its a Besides this, the Mint, whieh is at present worki 
Yety_incfliciently, lias failed to deliver, within the proper time, the quantities of coin 
specified in the Bank's contract of tast November, and has even been executing contracts 
of alater date, 

her interviews with the Minister for Foreign Affairs showed that the opposition 
of the Assembly was stubborn, and as | understood from Mr, Rabino that the eontract 
was somewhat urgently required by the Bank, 1 told Mushir-ed-Dowleh on the 
8th instant that unless T recvived a satisfactory reply within a few days, [ should 
he obliged to report the circum: the case to you, Sir, and request 
instructions, 


229 


On the 12th instant T again urged the question on his Excellency’s attention, and 
at last succeeded in eliciting from him the admission that the real opposition came from 
oue or two wealthy Deputies—his Excellency toll! me confidentially that they are Muin« 
ct-Tujjar and Amin-uz-Zerb—who coveted for themselves the large profits the Bank is 
supposed to make on these contracts. I told his Excellency that this explanation, 
though it was quite what I expected, would scarcely be a valid excuse in the eyes 
of His Majesty's Government for a refusal to reeoguize the Bank’s right, 
T haye, &, 
(Signed) CHARLES M, MARLING. 


Tnelosure in No, 25: 


Mr. Marling (o Mushir-ed-Dowleh, 


Your Excellency, Teliran, February 6, 1908. 

WITH reference to my note of the 80th January, I have the honour to inform your 
Excelleney that I understand from a conversation which T had recently with his 
Exeelleney the Minister for Finance that. objections may be raised to the conclusion 
of the Minting contract of the Imperial Bank of Persia on the ground that the 
National Assembly has decided that the amount of silver coinage to be issued in any 
one year shall not exceed two crores of tomans, and that this mintago has already. been 
reached this year. 

T desire to point out to your Excellency that this decision camnot in any way affeet 
the rights of the Bank, explicit or implied, under its Gneession, That Concession was 
tie outcome of an agreement between the Government of His Majesty the Shah on the 
one side and the Imperial Bank of Persia on the other, and it must be clear to your 
Fxeclleney that an agreement made between two parties eannot subsequently be 

tered by one of them excopt with the consent of the other. ‘The Persian Gov 
ment cannot, therefore, on the grounds of 2 decision of the Parliament, not even in 
virtue of a law, refuse to recognize the right of the Bank to cain such quantity of the 
standard currency: of the country as the Bank may deem necessary (0 secure its notes 
issued in virtue of its Concession. 

T have the honour to request that your Excellency will use alll diligence to bring - 
this matter to a satisfactory conclusion, as, failing a favourable reply, 1 shall be reluce 
tantly compelled to report all the cireumstaiices to my Government. 

Tayail, 
(Signed) CHARLES M. MARTANG, 





(6678) No. 253 
Mr, Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February 26.) 


. ) Tehran, February 14, 1908, 
ON the 7th instant thiere was a somewhat heated debato in the Assembly over the 
anival of a party of Russian Cossacks at Ardebil for the increase of the Consular 
guard, and in the course of it M. Mornard, the Belgian Administrator of the Customs, 
was accused of having permitted the men to cross the frontier, and w similar complaint 
made in regard to his conduct when the additional men for our Consulae guard 
at Ahwaz arrived at Mohammerah. M. Mornard was, perhaps, guilty of a technical 
crror in not first consulting his chief, the Minister of Commerce, but. as Kaim Makam 
has only twice visited his Department since he received his portfolio six weeks ago, 
and then only to inquire whether there were any funds he could ingen there is a good 
deal to be said in his defence. M. Mornard, in fact, did not give permission for the 
men to passat all; he merely, in reply to the request usual in such circumstances, 
fustructed the local customs manager to allow their arms and baggage to pass duty 
andas the Persian Minister for Foreign Affairs had been in Doth cases duly 

notified of the arrival of the men, obviously the responsibility lay with his Excellene: 
and not with M. Mornard, Mushir-ed-Dowleh, though present in the House, lacked 
the courage to take the blame—if any was due—upon himself, and Kaim Makam 
seized the opportunity to try to be rid’ of an honest official who stood in the way 

[1503 80 
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of his Excellency’s peculations, and he urged the House to vote the dismissal of 
M. Momnard, The President of the Assombly happening to call on me an hour or so 
later told me that the incident, of which I had just received a report, was of no 
importance, but, hearing from the Russian Minister that the decision of the Assembly 
would be carried into’ effect, I agreed at his suggestion to write privately to 
Mushir-ed-Dowlch protesting against the dismissal of M. Mornard as calculated to 
create trouble in future between our escorts and the Customs officials. ‘The following 
day the Belgian Chargé q’AMaires informed me that Kaim Makam had that morning 
dismissed M, Mornard, and asked me if I would protest against it. I agreed without 
hesitation, and suggested that M. de Warzée should also invite M. de Hartwig’s 
assistance. Later in the afternoon the Russian Minister sent his first dragoman to 
see me and, as Thad an appointment with Mushir.ed-Dowleh, we went together to 
see his Excellency. We urged our views strongly on his Excellency, who said 
had not heard of “M, Morn ed at the news, as 
ad heon agreed by the Ministers the day before to take no action for the moment. 
He promised to do his best to obtain ‘the reinstatement of M. Mornard, After 
M, Batiouchkolf had left, I insisted that Mushir-ed-Dowleh should at once take 
Tiengunes to prevent Kaim Malem trom appropriating the eustom-houso funds, from 
which the interest on our loan is to be paid. It is a significant comment on Kaim 
Makam’s reputation that Mushir-ed-Dowleh took no exception to my request, but 
promised to write at once to him and also to the Minister of Finance in the 
‘same sonse, ¢ 

Early the next day Mushir-ed-Dowleh informed me that the Cabinet had decided 
to reinstate M. Mornard, but that it would not be done for a few days, as it was 
desirable to avoid an appearance of conflict between the Ministers and the Assembly. 
He also gayo a similar assurance to the Belgian Chargé Affaires. I have since 
learnt from M, Mornard himself that he had not actually been dismissed, but that 
he had only been told of the decision of the Assombly verbally by Kaim Makam. 

T have thought it necessary to take a somewhat strong line in this matter, as the 
rotontion of M, Mormard at thé head of the Customs is particularly desirable; and 
the fact tliat the entry of our guards was also dragged into the debate, though the 
real occasion of it was the arrival of the Russian Cossacks for the Ardebil Consulate, 

the required pretext, If M. Momard should be removed on a frivolous pretex 
not impossible that all the Belgians in the Customs service would resign, as they 
id feol that a great encouragement would have been given to the. jealous 

s hy whom they are surrounded, In that ease the guarantee of the interest on 
hy loans secured on the customs receipts of the south would praotically vanish. 

tors did not go so fae as this, it would be a great misfortune that 

ould be removed from his present position. He is one of the few 
ng, honest, 
is; and has never shown any desire to mix in political questions. He would 
probably be replaced hy M, Wibicr, who scems to be transferring his sympathies from 
tho Russian to the German Legation, or M. Molitor, whose attitude in the Pasand 
Khan question has of late been very unsatisfactory. I should he sorry to see 
M, Mornard replaced by either of these gentlemen, and of course to fill the post by 
SPUN ap Suid sneans vues lee presente MUntstory airoHismal GE WIOLOMUGME Moe 
peculation and frand—t say under the present Ministers, for I understand that the 
Opportunities for fraud have so much increased since they came into office that 
tho revenues of the Gulf customs have shown a marked diminution, though the 
volume of trado is practically unchanged. 

T lion thor line bee a movement on foot to éooure MG Mornad’s post for 
AM. Priom, and it is, I believe, the fact that the German Chargé d’Affaires has sent in 

Memorandum to the Shah eulogizing that gentleman's high qualities, It is 

y probable, however, that eyen the Medjliss will stultify itself so far as to allow 
ni to re-enter n s from which he was dismissed a year ago. 

M, do Harty strong representations on M. Mornard’s belilf, 
Dut from the tone in wh |-Dowlch. spoke to me on the subject yesterds 

it seemed to mo that Ii lloney was not confident that Mf. Mornard would 
altogethor re, his old position, From an account which M. Mornard gave me 
of a conversation which he had with Nizam-esSaltanch and Kaim Makam, it would 
scom pretty clear that the former desires to get the Customs under his own control, 
and that he will not be averse to ridding himself altogether of the European clement 
in that Administration, M. Mornard seems to be quite conyineed that such is the 
case, and I propose to call on the Minister at an early date and point out to his 















































M. Morn: ‘ 
Belgians whose conduct hns heen quite irreproachiable, He is hard: 




























































231 
‘Excellency the very unfavourable view which His Majesty’s Government would take 
-of such action, 


Thave, &c, 
(Signed) CHARLES M, MARLING. 





16679] No. 254. 
Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February 20.) 


Tehran, February 14, 1908, 
I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith, with reference to. my (elegram 
No. 19 of the 16th January, copy of a despatch from His Majesty’s Consul-General 
“at Bushire forwarding copies of comespontenco which las passed. botweon, Captain 
Lorimer and Mr. Reynolds, local Manager of the ndicate, respecting the 
payment of the instalment due to the Bakhtiari Khans in November last. 

It is satisfactory to note Captain Lorimer’s opinion as to the Khans’ frame of 
mind, and, in onder to exact the full profit out of these unusual circumstances, it will 
Ye necessary to recover compensation for the pilferings at. the oil camps, and if 
possible fo effect a satisfactory settlement of the guards question, whieh, a8 Thad the 
honour to report in my telegram No. 40 of the 8th instant, I suggested to Captain 
Lorimer as on expedient: precaution, before relinquishing the leverage furnished by 
the retention of the November instalment. 

Tn pursuance, however, of Captain Lorimer’s recommendations to Mr. Reynolds, 
T have authorized His Majesty’s Consul-General at Ispalan to sanction the payment 
by the bank of the later instalment due on the 16th February, and trust that in’ doing 
so T have acted in accordance with your wishes, 

Thave, &o, 
(Signed) CHARLES M, MARLING, 


Inclosure 1 in No. 254, 
Major Cox to Mr. Marling, 


.) 
ie Bushire, January 6, 1908. 
With reference to correspondence ending with my despatch Nov 96, dated the 
15th December, 1907, I have the honour to forward, for your information, copies of 
the communications which I have received from Captain D. L. Rt. Lorimer, His 
Majesty's Vice-Consul, Ahwaz, on the subject of the affairs of the Oil Syndicate, 
Thave, &c, 
(Signed) P. Z, COX, 


Tnclosure 2 in No. 254. 
Mr. G. Reynolds to Vice-Consul Lorimer. 


Dear Sir, Naseri, December 28, 1907. 
1 HAYE the honour to inform you that I am in receipt of a wire from my. 
prinefpals, dated London, the 8rd current, which reached Bussoral on the 11th idem by 
post from Amara, and which T received by my post in camp, ‘The message in question, 
when translated, runs as follows: “After duo consideration we have come to the con- 
clusion that (at this) promature juncture itis injudicious to deduet from instalment 
account of robbery. Pay instalment of 500), in full, Leave no exeuse for Bakhtiari 
Chiefs to quarrel with us. Do your very utmost to seoure quiet working for next fow 
months. It is of the utmost importance to us. We trust this will meet with the 
views of Lorimer. Am writing fully.” ‘This probably had its origin in my lotter of 
the 16th October, 1907, to Glasgow, where I report further thefts and remark that 
“T have no hesitation in saying that these thefts are solely due to the attitude adopted 
towards us by their Excellencies, and as the only way to make them feol that such is 
a mistake, this carelessness and utter neglect of our interests, with the concurrence of 
Captain Lorimer, I am deducting our claims for compensation from them this 














alment, and note that roughly the amount to be dedueted will be 
‘This deduction was not made, as you know, and T arranged to 
pay’ the sium in full, and had paid if into the bank at Tspalian for transmission to the 
Khans by the 15th November, 1907. You, howev the 17th November received 
such news from THis Britannic ane ts L hran as rendered edient 
0 stop le payment, whieh was donc 
EER toes Hoe message would seem to originate in the itlea that only a 
portion of the instalment ad heen withheld, but, seeing that the entire instalment is 
not paid, it might be held that: it were all the more incumbent, on the authority of 
this wire, to pay it now in full, I therefore communicate this to you, as T hav 
gathered from ion of the entire instalment has ‘the approval of 
the Legation, © stances I should be much obliged if you would 
i ter, and if, in your opinion, I should consider, 
tions conveyed’ in the above-quoted wire and 
with, Awaiting the favour of a reply at 


GEORGE B. REYNOLDS. 


15th November i 
some 7,000 Kran: 






































‘on the instruc 
i compli 








Tnclosure 3 in No, 254. 


Vice-Consul Lorimer to Mr. G. Reynolds, 





Ahwaz, December 24, 1907. 
eipt of your letter of yesterday's 





[HAVE the honour to acknowledge the of i 
date, of the contents of which T hi Tn reply'to, the question contaitied 
in the Jist paragraph, 1 he to are correct in surmising that the 
Suspension of the ent ember instalniont was made witht the approval of the 
Kiortion. Uniler these ehreumstanees was the logical reply to action 
pn the part of the Khans anid conformed to the general tine of policy on which our 
‘lluiy With the Khang hve tora considerable period heen conducted, T could not 
Tnyself reverse that step without having discussed the matter with His Majesty's 

oni 

J thorefore eaniot recommend that you should do so, more expec 
clear that when your principals tolographed (hey were not aware of t 
suspension of thé entire instalment, still less of the excellent effect which that a 
and the tiem attitude taken up by the Legation hiave had on their tone, 
from the leiter whieh F received from them a couple of days ago. 

In my experience of them F have never known the: Khans in sue 
fHramne of inind, 1 intend now to offer them my friendly a 
theit committal towards the Legation, but without 
consistently maintained demand for ordtn: weakening of which would 
ilispel the apprchension whieh has produced the present satisfactory results. Our best 
coun ed, to pursito our present policy, revealing no active desire to 
cone ‘A scrupulous suavity and. graciousness and endeavour 

uuse of irritation, z 
‘Pho question of compensation might be allowed to remain in abeyanee, thougl 
this will only render the eventual recovery of these and future claims more difficult; 
and the natural opportunity of sottl 1 such claims is when the payment of the 
deterred November instalment is eventually conceded. 
Thave, &e, 
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(Signed) D. L, LORIMER, Captain, LA. 
(6680) No. 255, 
Mr: Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February 26.) 
No. 27. 
gern Tehran, February 14, 1908. 


"WHEN I saw M, de Hartwig on the 3nd instant, he told me that he had heen 
surprised at receiving instructions from St, Petersburgh to try to make arrangements 
for the transfer to the Russian Government of our rights over the Tebran-Khanikin 
telegraph tins the was not aware that any defiuite agreement had heen made for this 
purpose, though he knew that the matter had heew discussed. I said that I was 


























233 


under the impression that there was an understanding, but I was not at the moment 
sure exactly how it stood. 

Having looked up the papers in the meantime, I informed M, de Hartwig on 
the 7th instant of the substance of the wide-mémoires of the 28rd June and the 
21th August last, exchanged between His Majesty’s Ambassador at St. Petershurgh 
and M. Isvolsky (Confidential print of the 2nd July, Section 2: ant of the 
3rd September, Section 23), which seemed to me to be scarcely definitive, but I was 
not aware that any other communication has passed on the subject between the two. 
Governments, as the Russian Memorandum seemed to anticipate. I would, however, 


telegraph to you, Sir, to inquire whether any more formal and definite agreement. 
had been made, 


It itis 


M, de Hartwig appears to think 
‘uropean ‘Telegraph Company is under Russian protection, his 
Government will be satisfied if the Indo-European Telegraph Department's rights are 
made over to the Company in accordance with this Agreement. ‘The local Manager 
of the Company believes that there need be no difficulty on the fnancial side of the 
question, about which the Russian Government were anxious for exact information, 
He would propose that, instead of the Company taking over the existing wire, the 
special Convention, contemplated in the 1906 Agreement, should provide for the con« 
struction by the Company of a new telegraph line from Kazvin to Hamadan, and that 
the existing wire, thence to the frontiex, should be passed over to the Company. 
Mr, Casey thinks that this partly now line, Telran-Kazvin-Hamadan—Khanikin, cam 
be worked without loss on the usual conditions as to the division of receipts, The now. 
part would be relatively inexpensive to construct, as it would run along the Russian 
Kazvin—Hamadan road, and it will naturally also bo of service to Russia in developing 
the traffic of the road and the trade towards Sultanabad and Hamadan, ‘he Persiin 
Government's telegraph system will also be improved by the new means of comm 
cation between Kazvin and Hamadan and intermediate places! Supposing Mr Casey's 
pation as to the financial result of working this wire to be realized, it might, 
however, be worth while for Russi the Company a guarantee against loss, as 
this would strengthen her hold over the system in the event of Persia wishing to cede 
tive line to another party. 
‘hese considerations, however, concern the Russian Government moro than 
oursely 
‘he question still remains whether the cession of our rights over the Khanikin 
Tine should precede, or be made simultaneously with, the renewal of our other Pelegraph 
Concessions, viz., for the Teliran-Bushire, Jask-Gwadur, and Kashan=Robat lines. One 
advantage of the latter alternative would be that the Russian hold over the line would 
be secured for a long period of years. 
T have, &e, 
(Signed) CHARLES M, MARLING. 


P.S—With reference to Sir A. Nicolson’s telegram No, 25 of the Oth Februat 
Tay add that according to Colonel Mallock’s report on the Indo-European Tolograpih 
Department, printed in Caloutta in 1890, “the line from ‘Tehran to Khanikin ceased 
to be used for international traffic on the Ist March, 1868, and its maintenance was 
iven up on the Ist April of that year.” 


©, M. M. 





{6681} No. 256, 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey —{ Received February 26.) 
28) 
Sir, Tehran, February 14, 1908, 
TN amy efforts to obtain the payment of the over-due interest on the 1903-4 loan, 
T have constantly made use of the W spon provided me by the instructions contained 
in your telegram No, 208 of the 19th December, and when on the 27th January 
[1563] 3P 
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Mushir-ed-Dowleh informed me that the moneys would be paid forthwith, T hoped 
that the desired result was attained. On the following day, however, M. Mornard, 
the Administrator of the Customs, informed me that no order for the payment to be 
effected had reached him, nor had he any reason to anticipate that such an onder was 
Jikely to be issued for the moment. In these circumstances it appeared to me 
requisite that stronger pressure should be applied, and T, therefore, ventured to 
suggest by my telegram No, 84 of the 28th January, that I might be authorized to 
inform the Pérsian Government that, in view of the time which they had allowed to 
pass without replying to the conditions on which His Majesty's Government were 
prepared to agree to the suspension of the sinking fund, His Majesty’s Government 
‘considered those conditions to have been tacitly accepted. 

‘here is no doubt that the prospect that their liberty to raise a foreign loan 
might be still further circumscribed than at present has far greater weight with the 
Porsian Government than any claim for money however strongly pressed, and T 
therefore hoped that communication in the sense above indicated would serve to 
clinch the matter. ‘There was also every prospect that, with the interminable delays 
‘eonsequent on the existing system of referring all public questions to committees of 
‘Assembly, no reply would have been given to my note, and the tacit acceptance of our 
conditions would have been acquired. 

On the 6th instant the Minister for Foreign Affairs assured me that the monoys 
hui actually been paid, but inquiry at the bank showed that His Excellency was 
mistaken. 

‘Who dismissal of M. Mornard from the post of Administrator of Customs left the 
custody of the revenues of that department in the hands of the Minister of Commerce, 
‘Kaim Makam, who is remarkable even in Persia for corruption and peculation ; and 
the prospect of. the moneys set aside for mecting the debt due to His Majesty's 
Government being paid seemed to. be seriously jeopardised. I therefore, on tho 
8th instant, in speaking to Mushir-ed-Dowleh on the subject of M. Mornard’s 
dismissal, insisted that his Excellency should write to Kaim Makam and warn him 
‘against touching these funds, His Excellency agreed to do so, but said that the order 
for payment was already issued. On the following day M. Mornard called on me and 
informed me that tho order was propared and required only the signature of the 
Ministor of Finances he believed I could count on sceing the payment made within 
twonty-four hours, and, Mr Rabino, who happened to come in at the moment, 
thought that I could regard the question as settled. On the evening of the 11th, 
however, Mr. Rabino informed me that he had encashed nothing and, as I had not 
received your authority to make a communication in the sense of my telegram abore 
ioned, I addressed the note, of which a copy is inclosed, to the Minister for 
Affairs. Mushir-ed-Dowleh, to whom I handed the note personally, again 
that the money had actually beon paid, and seemed much surprised when 
Tassured him that such was not the case, 

It is quito possible, as the Ministor assured me, that the order for payment 
prepared, and only requires tho signature of the Minister of Finance. ‘The anxiety o« 
his Excellency Nizam-cs-Sultanch for the life of his only son, who has been 
dangerously ill, and the interruption of business consequent on the reli 
observances of the Kat” may have well prevented the accomplishment of the 
formality; but on the other hand, it’seems probable that the campaign of intrigue 
‘against M, Mornard has been an equally important factor. 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) CHARLES M. MARLING. 

























































Tnclosure in No. 256, 


Mr. Marling to Mushir-ca-Dowleh. 
Your Excellency, [Undated.) 

LT HAVE the honour to remind your Bxcelleney that in spite of the repeated 
assurances and promises which 1 have received from you, neither has the interest on 
the British loon of 1903-4 due on the Ath April, 1907, been paid, nor has any reply 
been given to the conditions formulated in Sir ©. Spring Rice's note of the 
Bist August, 1007, which His Majesty’s Government attached to their assent to the 
request of the Porsian Government for the suspension for three years of the si 
fund on that loan, 














In the circumstances, I have no option but to inform your Excellency, in 
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accordance with the instructions of my Government, that unless that interest is paid 
forthwith, and a formal acceptance of the conditions above alluded to, given to the 
Legation without delay, His Majesty's Government will demand the immediate 
payment of the full amount of the annuity instead of the interest only. 
Tayail, &e. 
(Signed) CHARLES M, MARLING. 








(6682) No. 257. Z 
a) Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February 26.) 
Sir, Tehran, February 14, 1908, 


I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith copy ofa despatch which I have received 
from Captain Haworth, His Majesty's Consul at Kermanshah, relative to the present 
phases of the Turco-Persian frontier question in the region of Khanikin and 
Pasht-i-Kuh, 

Captain Haworth, who, in accordance with the authorization contained in your 
telegram No, 15 of the 1th January, has since proceciled to Kast-i-Shirin, telegraphs 
that caravans and pilgrims are now prohibited from crossing the frontier by an order 
from Tehran, I can, however, learn nothing of such a prohibition here. He also 
adds that he has heard that the Turks are making preparations against the Vali of 
Pusht-i-Kuh (see penultimate paragraph of his despateh No, 2 of the 14th January), 
and adds that this seems to him highly probable, In this connection I would yentiire 
to refer to my telegrams Nos. 18 and 14 of the 10th and 13th January respectively, 
respecting collisions between the Turks and Persians near Merivan, ‘§ 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) CHARLES M. MARLING. 


























Tnclosure in No, 257. 


Consul Haworth to Mr. Marling. 
(Wo. 2) y 
Sir, Kermanahah, January 14, 1008. 

W ITH regard to the movements on the frontier, [have the honour to report that 
T received news that on the 7th January Yussuf Pasha arrived at Khanikin, On the 
same day ity men of the tribe of Jaffer Murad are stated to have crossed the 
Persian frontier. 

Zabir-ul-Mulk, Acting Governor of Kermanshah, received orders that he was to 
proceed to Kast-i-Shitin, and to give definite in’ order that measures might be 
taken if'ne essary. Samsam-el-Mamalek, Chief of the Sinjabi tribe and Governor of 
Kasr-i-Shi in, wrote to Wasook-el-Mamalek, Accountant-General of the troops at 
Kermansh: h, soying ‘that he had been offered £1. 500 a-month, and his son £ ‘I’. 250 
a-month if he woul acknowledge Turkish sovereignty, It is claimed that the Sinjabis 
were orginally a Turkish tribe of Kurds. The Sinjabis are Ali Allahis, 

_ ‘There is little doubt that part of the country now ruled by the Vali of Pusht-i- 
Kuh was Turkish territory before the Turco-Russian war. 

Kerim Beg, Turkish Consul-General at Kermanshah, left for Bagdad suddenly 
on. the 8th. He had been talking: of going for his health some time before; but had 
this been the reason for his departure he would presumably not liave taken with him 
his Secretary Khafil Effendi, with whom he is on bad terms. 

Zabir-w : ulk left for Kasr-i-Shirin on the 11th, taking with him 250 men of the 
Zangineh regiment, of which he is Chief, and 63 men of the artillery. It is given out 
that he is going to collect revenue from the tribes on the frontier, The Persian 
Consul at Bagdad sent news to the Vali of Pusht-i-Kuh, to Daoud Khan, Chief of the 
Kalhor and to Samsam-el-Mamalek before mentioned, saying that Turkish ‘troops 
eS sent to the frontier, reinforcing those now there and warning them to be 

I fear that these three tribes do not understand the strength of the Turks, and 
the danger is that they, confident in their power to defeat the troops before them, may 
be only too ready to ight unless warned to the contrary. 















































Daoud Khan possesses considerable property al Mandali, and probably would Ne 
more cautious thin the others, 
Tiiave, & 
ined) L, HAWORTH, Captain, 





(6683) Nc: 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reeeived February 26.) 








(No, 80.) 
Sir, Tehran, February 14, 1908, 

1 ITAVE the honour to report that Ehteslam. iltanch, on his own authority 
and against the wishes of the Assembly, his obtained the signature of the Shah to the 
German offer to enlarze very considerably the existing German school, Tain informe 
that ie Minister. of Finanee has also agreed to provide the annual subvention of 
12,000 tomins whieh the German selieme contempla 

It is said that both the Assembly and the Anjumans are very much displeased with 
the unconstitutional action of the President in this matter, and that they will force him 
anid s-Sultaneh to withdraw the acceptance, It appears that the proviso of the 
Gorman offer that instruction in the German language shall be obligatory has caused 
considerable annoyance, 

[would venture to invite your attention to the very undesirable results whi 
would How from the erention in Tehran of a great educational es 
hinds. ‘The stall of the existing school has already been considerably inerensed, and 
tljere are now nine or ten professors attached tit, ‘The enlargement wf the school to 
provide ace ion for, it is said, 700 scholars would mean a concomitant inerease 
in the teaching stall. aud the mere presence of some thirty or forty Germans in the 
Huropean eslony of the eapital would add greatly to. the importance and prestige o. 
thie ( iy Losation. In the enlarged teaching staff, moreover, there would certainly 
Hie included a certain namber— perhaps five or six—of scientific professors, who. would 
he cligible, on the lives on which the composition of the Sanitary Council is now 
doverned, for seats on Hat Board, and the German Legation might be represented by 
six OF Sevou me ors a8 ngainst three British, one Russian, and four or French. 
Suc a disproportion would be quite inaduiiesible, aud the composition of the fo 
clement of the Comeil might have to he reformed on  one-Power-one-vote bas 

‘The Preneh Minister is much impressed with the importance of nipping this G 
xclioo} project in the buds and he thinks this might be achieved by inducing the Pe 
Goverment to fond a national university or lycée, with si lage proportion of 
Huropean touche the statf and a Buropean clement also on the Board af 
Manzement. His Bycelleney is making a Report, to his Government in this sense. 

Tau rather sceptical as to the possibility of ing the Persian Government to 
in with shel a project, except very strong pressure ; there ean be no 
of w large educational establishment, such as is 
cil, for the purpose of diffusing German ideas and itlue 

‘Phere is persistent rumour that E es-Sultanel is sch 
Jost of Ministor for Foreign Aifiirs, M, de Hartwiy is s 
possibility of the direetion of Bers 





























b 
blishment in German 



























































Proje: 






ing to obtain the 
ously disquieted at the 
external relations falling into the hands of «nan 
so completely under German influences, and will take every means he can to prevent 
sucha misfortune, [propose to assist him unobtrusively by pressing for Ehtesham’s 
departure for London, 

















T have, &e. 
sed) CHARLES M. MARLING 








(6684) No, 259, 


Mr, Marling to Sir Edward Grey—(Received February 26,) 

(No. 81) 

Sir, Tehran, February 14, 1908. 
1 HAVE the honour to transmit heren y of a further note which I 

receive from the Persian Government respecting ‘the ‘Tureo-Persinn frontier, and 

hich veached this Legation just too by the last mess 


With eterence to hd ismnitting copy of a Report addressed 


h copy of 






















to the British Acting Consul-General at Tabriz by his agent at Soujboulak, I have 
the honour to report tliat Mr, Wratislaw has informed me that he thinks the facts 
respecting recent events there are as stated therein. 
T have, &. 
(Signed) CHARLES M. MARLING. 








Tnelosur 0, 259. 


Mushir-ed-Dowleh to Mr. Marling. 





Teiran, Janu 
J PASHA HERIK, accompanied by ‘Dai 
encroached on and resided for some time past at Pasva, which is absolutely. 
Persian territory. ‘To carry out lis desizus he the unruly Persian 
tribes to plunder and murd uhourlivod of Miandoal and Soujhoutaks. 
Property of Persian subject unt of over 500,000 tomans has been carried 
off, and very considerable damage lias heen done to the revenue of the Government 
and income of Pe 


y 80,1908. 
i troops, has 





MMED FAZ 































is, the Firman 
i of Mohammed 






rma proceeded to. Soujboulak, 
Fazl Pasha, he (the Basha) hegar neite the Persian tribes to 

and plunder in the district of Miandoab, cut off all communications between 
that place and Soujboulak, preventing the transport of provisions ; and, on the other 
hand, he wrote in his letters to the Firman Firma threatening him aud proposing 
to his Highness not to proceed to Soujhouluk, In order to restore peaco in. the 
district and to pacify the inhabitants of Soujhoulak, his Highness was obliged to proceed 
to the place; but on his arrival thero the Pasha renewed his representations, and 
began to suggest in his letters and messages that his Highness should leave the 
place, ‘The Firman Firma’s representations to Ferik for the maintenance of peace, 
removal of the mischief, and the restraint of the ‘Turkish tribes, who wore mixed up 
With the rebellious Persian clans, was of no avail. On the contrary, Ferik acted with 
precipitation in encouraging trouble and rebellion, and accompanied by 20,000 
tribesmen bel to Mamesk, Mankur, and Piran, 4,000 Karapapak, foot and horse, 
armed with Persian Government: rifles, ‘tries residing in Turkish. territory, some 
regular troops with ammunition, and six guns, came at first to Kuschkalirz and 
Agridash, and then Kahrizeh, tess than a mile from Soujboulak, Guns have been 
placed on the hills surrounding the town. 

When Rerik was at Kuschkahriz the Firman Firma wr 
Khoda Yar Khan, a Cossack officer, tnd Mirza Mustatt Kian, 
to Kuschkehriz with troops, guns, and ammu 
stipulations existing between the two States and the law of nations, but is also 
contrary to his own letter, in which he distinetly said that he would not moye a stoy 
forvard, ‘The Firman Firma also asked him as to the object of his coming with 
troops to Kusehkehiriz, Ferik had told the Firman Firma’s messengers that he could 
not wait more than twenty-four hours, and that Soujhoulak must be evacnated, 
otherwise he would have the town bombarded and stormed, and that he would 
be answerable to the Government. 

In reply to the Firman Firma’s letter Ferik wrote to 
him, and proposing to him that he should withdra 
presence should lead to 
to resist, returned to Mi 
Ferik 
ing up mischi 
Since such proceedings on the part of Ferik are contrary to the/Lreaty rights of 
the two Gover amd opposed to the law of nations, especially when tlie Front 
Commissioners are meeting at Urmia, 1 have to enuimerate the facts and to protest 
strongly against the aggression and misdeeds of Ferik, and to request you to. be zood 
enough to lay before your Government the unsatisfactory conduct of the Tu 
officials towards the distinet rights of the Persian Government, 

Tayail, &c. 

(Signed) MUSHIR-ED-DOWLEH. 























































© to him through: 
wing that his coming 
ion is not only contrary to the ‘Treaty 





























im yesterday, threatenin; 
‘0 Mianddab, lest his Highn 
me untoward incidents. The Prince, who had no authority 
ndonb, 

d in disturbing the pence in the interior of Persia and 
ng the tribes, 















stir 
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[6730] No. 260. 
India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received February 26.) 
St i s his compliments to the Under- 
‘THE Under-Secretary of State for Tndia presents his complimen 
Seca ae ‘or Tor ‘ign Affairs, and, by direct ion of Mr. Secretary Mor 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of inclosure in a 
Tetter from the Foreign Sceretary to the Government of India, dated the 23rd January, 


relative to relations between His Majesty's Government and the Sheikh of 
Mohammerah, 


India Office, February 25, 1908. 














Tnclosure in No. 260. 


‘Major Cox to Government of India, 






Bushire, January 12, 1908. 


Pofecanerelionsus oretenta correspondence ending with my telegram dated the 








nber, 1907, regarding the possibility of clause 9 of the Bunder Shwaikh 
Sy rieieltes the grant to Sheikh Mubarck bin Subah of a dynastic 





eae Ona CLUneieal encor yaiaille beyalcDotall la onesie with 
ihe Sheikh of Mohuunmerdh, ab the latter's urgent request, on the subject of afr 
fut fro. sestrate report will be submitted in regan to what passe generally 
Hneanihile it seoms advisable to communicate the following to Government svithout 
Doatineranmmncen epost apprlnsions as 40 the fate dat may bo in 
stor him at the hands of a strongly established Medjliss or, al 
Manet re etl Peumtigivil {Habereignttee Si 
fosions hope Ut the Brith Govoruugnt would fe) ablo to give itn i etu ( 
MOInOeauILADIO A from himself, an undertaking to maintain hin and. hi 
children ii the enjoyment of the rights aud. status at present possessed by bi 
Shik of Mol id tho Arab tribes portaining thoreto. ; 
‘As it-appearid primd fucte to Mr, MeDouall and mysclf that dio. terminology 
comple ‘pvakor Gould only bo interpreted ga requeat for dynastic guaranten, 
{pais to probe his tucaning.. We asked him di he suggest that tho British 
imo aiouk-anarantes. thes contin 
Wow the prosent lines; of, that they should guarantee the maiaten: 
porsonally and his ova feunily hots in tho enjoyment of their present position, 
He answered, without hosi , that the latter was his intended me atl 
in oxplanition. that his ov paramountey was unquestioned; that his sow Shi 
Ghasibiwvns miiversilly reganted by. lis depeudouts as his natural succonsor, and 
in}enad of Shik! Chidetbw, oniiso ho hind othor sons aud blood relations; wlio, 
sineocdl 












































































ff vas of cone male by. ip oF ne fo one Feet mann w 
Sheikh Mubarek, but, as the Government’ of T e aware, the two Sheikhs are fast 
TEAS OMIAU Ay Dy Rae ntadiny Shiki Mba Man Se 
comrade of his own Agreement with us, and that the latter had it in mind when he 
expressed himself as above, ; 2 aoa 

Vor this reason T report the incident as indireetly beating upon the issue raised in 
the cortespnndarice alluded to: iv the first paragtaph of tliis conununication, 

Thave, &e, 
(Signed) "PZ. 6 


























(6757) No. 261. 


Mr, Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February 26.) 
(No, 50.) my <A 
(Telegraphic) P. Tehran, February 26, 190% 
APPAIRS of Oil Syndicate, 2 
Tnndorstand, with roference to your telegram No. 38 of the 24th instant, that the 
Syndicate agreed to the payment of the estra 500 per annum to the Khans, who 














239, 





considered 2,000), insufficient for the provision of guards, for the express purpose of 
their paying for adequate guards ; 2,001. would therefore still remain. for tho Thang 
if the Syndicate now retained 5007, for the payment of the gunrds by themselves. 

May I authorize Lorimer to use, if he thinks desirable, the argument that extra 
Consular guards will bo maintained until a satisfactory arrangement for native quards 


isreached? The Khans may be induced to consent to payment by Syndicato if they 
are given to understand this, 














(6745) 
Mr. Marling (o Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February 26.) 
(No, 57.) 
(Telegraphic.)_P. Tehran, February 26, 1908, 
BELGIAN Customs officials. 











T venture to ask for information on this subject: _M. do Hartwig yeaterday called 
and read me his instructions, say 1g I should receive similar ones. 
Thave not received the telegrams to which 


4 it Sir A. Nicolson refers in his telegram 
No, 32 of the 21st instant. 





No, 263, 
Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey —(Received Hebruary 26,) 


‘Tehran, February 26, 1908, 


ximn from Minister for Foreign Affairs that Soujhoulak (s 
of the 25th instant) is still held by Kurdish tribes and by a Turki: 
Pasha, although Mohamed Faze Pasha has Jett the place, 


ny telogram No, 
ishi force under 





(6756) No, 264, 


0,99) 87 A Neolon to Sir award Grey-— (Received February 26, 
No, 33.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. St, Petersburgh, February 20, 1908, 
TURKISH aggressions, Circular telegram of Persian Government re, 
{Foreign Office despateh No, 83 of tho 12th instant, 
am informed hy M. Isvolsky that. the Russian Government would have no 
objection to concerting with His Majesty's Government, should the latter bo inclined to 
take notice of the fact that the protest of the Persian Government was addressed to all 
ihe Powers and not only to Russia and England, who have always acted as mediating 
Powers in all differences between Turkey and Persia, 
Should any such step be taken, the best mode of procedure, in his opinion, would 
be for Mr, Marling and M. de Hartwig to address an identic note 'to the Dee ian Goverti- 
‘Mhe'spe on of the two Powers, in regard to the rsian question, 
slit thus, he thinks, with advantage be brought homo to tI Government, 


He suggests that the two Representatives might concert as to tho torms of the 
Communication, 


(Sent to Tehran.) 





(6233) No. 263, 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Marling. 
(No. 39.) 


(Velegraphic.) P. 
PLEASE refer to your telegram No, 
escort, 
Unless there is some improvement in the situation, the guard will be aaintain 
a ed'strength for the whole six months) poriod which te arrangement. with 
Treasury covers, “It is unnecessary at presont to come to any decision as to totention 
longer period. 


ee 


Foreign Office, February 26, 1908. 
43 of the 10th instant, respecting Shiraz 
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(5952 No. 266 


Sir Edward Grey (o Mr. Marling. 








2B. Foreign Offer 
AWLEGRAPIL lines exchange, 

Sth instant. 

he Indian Telegraph Department will accept Russi 

sof unity of administration, and also for reasons of policy 

sible to transfer this line to the Indo-European. 

















i ‘ak 
ady 








ebruary 26, 
e refer to your telegram No. 4 














1908, 
of the 


obligations; but for the 
i later on Ve 








{5952} No, 207. 
Sir Hdwarit tévey to Mr. Marling. 
(No. al Res 
(Tolographie) 1 Foreign Office, February 





the Sis instant 
[miposes OF roconlingg 





vomont hetween British and Russ 








| THIRAN-KUANIKIN telograph line. Please refer to your telegram No. 


1 1008, 
2 of 





Goveruments, 
Wy contemplate no formality heyoud exchange of Meworauda, which we consider 













anid 55) repeated to you 
[tepresentations to the D Government. You may now confer 
Ttussian colleague as to whether such a course is advisable, 








snillieient 

| {6745 No. 208. 

| Sir Edward Grey to Mr, Marling. 

| (No.45,) 

| Tole it Foreign Office, February 26, 1908. 
alivials, 
veil your telegram No, 57 of to-day. 7 

Please refor to tay tel F the 20th February to St. Petersburgh (Nos. 51 


with your 





(5952) No. 269. 













ent you by bag. 











Sir. Kudward Grey to Sir A, Nicolson. 
(No. 59.) 
(Wl a) Foreign Office, February 26, 1008. 
PERSIA, 4 
| Nxchange of telegraph lines, 


ation of our 
that of the 


Klaf-Seisian and ‘Tehran-Meshed lines 
{ »_possibl dificnlty. about the proton 
Coneussions, whieh question will haye to he raised at the Sune time 
Vela Klanikin Inve, 
TE thie truisaetions iu regard to the different lines are not simultaneo 









li 






y {0 postpone action. 
jusist on this point, but you should, if nce: 
to Whilcli you are accredited, 

Le would, thoreover, be to the Russians! ady 
Concession were transferred at the samo. tin 
Gf tlie Concession, for their control would, in 
De extouded to 115, 




















i 














¥ 
i 





we must 
e, however, 
There is 10 


jin it to the Government 


ge if our rights over the Khanikin 
‘or subsequently to, the prolonga 
is case, instead of terminating in 1025, 






























[6888] No. 270. 





Mr. Rabino to Imperial Bank of Persia.—(Communicated by Sir L. Griffin, 
February 27, 1908.) 


(Extract.) 


- Tehran, February 8, 
PERSIAN Goyernment indebtednes Me EE baTs8) 1008) 














By an indiscretion, we have learnt that the Gov i 
tion, : jovernment owe the followin, 
amounts to the Russian Bank :— 
_ Kran 
AL 9 por cont & see f3,00H00 
: 2 S12 “shonloo0 
‘ is Son 00 
fee ee Ee aston 
Totals, x, 20000000, 


to which has to be added a considerable amount of interest, 


Thaye, &e. 
(Signed) 


J. RABINO, 
Chief Manager. 


Tnelosure in No. 270. 





Menorandum of Indebtedness of the Persian Government ta the Imperial Bank of Persia, 
January 28, 1908, . 





Krans, 





ccounte eas 


17,620,724 49 









Sultanch promissory notes. 
st from Soptembor 20, 1907, tal | 





a 








sory notes of His froporial Maj 
the Sta account, Hai Dagher 
Loterest from Noxetbur 11, 1907, t6 






£800,000:00. | 














December 81, 1907 o Py oy | 11,733,85 | 21,430,454 +60. 
jay aunasniss || Miser 
| sng 
tolls 

459.907:00 = 
15,623 +25. pee 

7543085 
Gurnts a7nasa-80 


Tutorest from’ August 2 





bor Bl, 





50,035-90 





927,791°708) 
\——_|_202,929-95 | 


i 











































24s 





Liabilities for Thied Parties. 





Mushir-od-Dowioh .. = 
Interest from September 20, 1907, to 
December 81, 1807 eal 





Shon-esSultanch .. a | 
Thterest from August 9, 1906, to Decem- | 
Ibenalnl078 tals. Wa tach ours 





Showor-Sultanoh ae 
Thterest from October 12, 1905, to Decem- 
EBL WUT tee 








weSultanch 
it froin Aigust 24, 15 
Yair Bly 107 





Amie Haliadur Tong $9 
Tiitoronp from May 22, 1906, to Decor 
11007 








Annuity die April 4, 1907, on Toan of 
200,000. (of whieh 19,501 Of 2 is 
for interest), 

Amonut of principals; Fa 








ier 





fron April 4, 1907, to Doc 
HsitO0Re eh bp 











Krans, 


900,000-00 


194,417°85 


500,000 





Hi 


0°30 


600,000-00 


—| 71752015 | 





rans. Krave, 
50,0000 


22,100:00 
——| 672,100°00) 





1,094,417°85 


648,390°30 





= B00 


2460,887-80 





125m 0 


247,078:80 | 


i 
| 











oe ye 


0853 2 











is tho 18th, Robotne 
igs of the Tun QMiew 


Onin 
hol at 








908, The Toron 
its share of this interest. 


Micw wax instructed hy telegram from Tobran 10 











mos in Cush and Bullion at the Imperial Bank of Persia, Tehran, advised hy 
telegram on the 1th February, 1908. 








Assets 








Goin He natary sy 

on An Towies gown eo 

Batilver inthe MIM esse 

Giana of llyer Krams dle fn m0 
NS cee oer 

Ahoy svet ny Sandal fans. tr 
eatin 


hit earavan of sliver rats oy runt 





Total 








‘Toman, 
fi, 
120,000 





110.000 


00,000 
1h 


T1000 








Notes in eireolation 
Current a 























[6783] No. 271. 


India Office to Forciyn Office (Received Februar 








Sir, India Office, February 25, 1908, 

IN continuation of my letter of the 19th instant as fo the exchange of the Meshed~ 
Tehran and Khaf-Nasratabad telegraph lines, Iam directed by Mr, Secretary Morley to 
state that it appears, from the inclosed copy of a letter from Major Sykes, that’ the 
proposal made in paragraph 5 (0) of the letter of the Government of India dated the 
16th ultimo was made in ignorance of the fact that a British signaller is at present 
stationed at Turbat. 

A Minute on the subject by the Directorin-Chief of the Indo-European Telegraph 
Department is inclosed, 

It seems clear that if th 






















sh. signall 








er at Turbat. is claimed, it 











will be diffienlt to ask the ft to remove Russian siguallers from 
intermediate stations on the Khaf-Nasratahad line. 
‘The attention of the Go of Thain ins Leen drawn to the aatter in a 








telegram, of which a copy is inclosed. 


ODLEY. 





Tnelosure 1 in No. 271. 





Major Sykes to Gonernment of Tuia 
(Confidential) 
Sir, Meshed, Peceuber 17, 1907, 
WITH reference to the proposed exchange of tho entive Tehran-Moshed Tine, aul 
e northern section of the Meshod-Scistar Tine for the southern. section of the. Seistar 
Thaye the honour to suggest that it should bo clearly laid down that wo have th 
rigli to rotain telegraph clerks on the present scalé—namely, tito at Meshied, one 
Tuirbat, and, presumably, one at ‘Tehran. The sealeof the staff at Khafand southwards 
svould, T suppose, be : 
Unle aff be definitely agreed to and through connection with ‘Teliran 
and Scistan guaranteed, it seems possible that the Russians will make an attempt to 
entirely oust our employés from the Meshed telegraph office, Tu this connection ti 
Russians have their own clerks on the MeshedPehran line. 
3, ‘The question as to whether two clerks will be ultimately needed for Meshed is 
one of detail, whereas in my humble opinion it is of gonsiderable importance to secure 
tlle recognition of tho principle hefore the exchange is mad 








































Thaye, &e, 
(Signed) DP, M. SYKES, 


Inclosure 2 in No. 271, 
Memorandum by Mr. Kirk, 


TILE Secret letter dated the 16th ultimo from the Government of India, a copy of 
which was seut to the Foreign Office on the 1th instant, explains the views of the 
«lia on the subject of the transfer of the Meshed-Seistan and Meshed— 
Te appears from Major Sykes’ letter that there is a British signaller at 
ation between Meshed and Khaf, and that he considers this man should be 
there, ‘The Government of India letter does. not any mention of the 
ler at Turhat, but it expressly shows how very desirable it is that all 
hould be removed froin the intermediate offices on the Khaf-Seistan 
line, If the Russian Government agree tothe renioval of their men from the inte 
w offices of the Khaf-Seistan section, they would undoubtedly claim that the 
hould be removed from the intermediate office at ‘Turbat on the 
Ivmight perhaps bo advisable to telezraph to the Government of 

4, pointing out the position, and ask for their views on the subject, 


Indo-European Telegraph Department, 
India Office, February 21, 1908, 
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Tnelosu: 





Mr. Morley to Governuent of Tudia. 


(Telegraphic) P. India Office, February 25, 1901. 
PERSIAN telegraphs, ‘ 
Seo paragraph 5 (0) of your letter of the 16th ultima. Tt is inconsistent with your 
proposal for withdrawal of Riissinn signallers from intermedi 
Seistan Ting tht British Her, now apparently 
retained, See letter of the jer from Major Ss 



















(6851) 272, 
Mr. Mavliny to Sir Edward Grey.—(Receivedt February 27.) 


Tehran, February 27, 1908. 





rit of guiards bs 
{hinks wuoment imopporiane for pressing Klians: to, agree to this (See my. 
(olgrany No. oof the 26h instant), Pending settlement of matters now under 
consideration, this question will therefore tot he 

left ty Lorimer's dlisetotion the que 








ent of the November 





instalments 
Toriner most strongly deprecates removal of Tdian a 
vwiillin qvhich prospects of oil will probably he settled, Lentin 






| before next si 
ly concur int 








th 








(6756) No, 273. 





iheurd Grey to Sir icolson. 





ign Office, February 27, 1908. 
1 have roveived your telegram No. 83 of 
yestunshiy 
Think iy (vill be well not to provoke any questions ax to the Per © 





the Pe 


ik expressed 0.18 
ny Fate, been 


intervention hai 





tleutafivand fo content onrselves wit tho th 

Guvommment, as T fear they mmst know that Ger: 
Hol Ins affective than ors, 

‘ sottlomient of the frop wstion his yet heen arrived at, and even the 

incident ix hot quite sutishictorl nid F we donot wean to tabs: 

the nest int ‘arises, to tell her to:rely: solely 















Shngjlio 
stvonseaetion on, Persia's bell wh 
oi oun iytervention would pl 
While, however, 1 do not 
Masting and M. du tt 
for Furoign Affairs, L ontire 
it give further occasion for it in thi 





closed 










pes 
the present moment fourable for 
vig to lake the steps suguest aan Minister 
tion might be desirable if the Porsiin 
future. 

















(6941) No, 274 
India Office to Foreign Off 





(Received February 28.) 
his compliments to the Cie 
ion of Mr. Secretary Morley, 
retary of State, copy of 
fo the use of the German fl 









PE Under 
Svoretary of State for 
forwainds Terewith, for the infon 
from the Vieoros 

vessels in the Persian 


India Office, February 28, 1908. 



























245% ae 
(6945) 275". 
Mr, Marling to Sir Edtoard Grey.—(Received February 28.) 
(Ne, 60.) 
(Telegraphie,) shran, February 28, 1908. 
BOMB was thrown at Stull this afternoon valk — His Majesty escaped 








is were killod, King inforn 


























oe 





(3984) 


She Hilitardl Cerey to: ConesuteGeneral Cumberbateh 








iv Foreign Offer, February 5, 1908, 
HURPORT renellos ts that stanestitp * Digtmalon” dismbarked a very 
mei ofoamive unit srongiattion herve the 22d eaut 28th Decenber ar Hey 
MIthAt Putletatenfiiogwe ay men wees ORE on With Guot bye train 1 Alepp 





Vint woloygraple ang’ infor iss, espsially: ats earls quantity: ise 


waithapkeul snd jltiinsite destinatiy 
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Tnclosure in No, 274. 
Government of India to Mr, Morley, 


(Zelegraphic.) P. 
REPORT from Resident in Persian Gulf state 



















Uy three n: cls with headquar Lingah. Owner, who is now residing: at 
Lingall, isa of Kangun, on Persian coast, ‘Two of his boats are mortgaged for 


6,000. rupee 
Woh: 





sates in his 
belongs to our 

ail certificate, 
les 30 to 4 of 


are ilyiu 
he should first ende: 





if communication to 
to Genoral Act is contemplated, He has been 
instructed to report as soon as possible result of inquiries which ho is to make with 
regard to this point, 












[6940] No. 275. ? 
Sir N. O\Conor to Sir Edward Grey 





(Receive! Kebruary 28.) 


Constantinople, Febrwiry 28, 1908, 
ed the following telegram from His Majesty's Consul-Goncral: at 
February, No. 19 ;— 








that as the relations between the two 
proposes to leave Urinia on the 





sims are not at all 
‘obruary.” 





T communicated this. repo 
acy, aud the Persian Ata 
in direot tele 





to Tewlik Pash 





but his Excelleney denies its 
lor here has no information on the utter, although 
phic communication with the Persian Commissione Yesterday 

from the Porte as to Zzaot Pashia evacuating Soujboulal, 















Sir Kdward Grey to Sir A, Nicolson, 





Rh Office, Kebruary 28, 1908, 

I TRANSMIT to your Excellency herewith copy of a despatch from His Majesty's 

nbassador at Paris,® forwarding the text of the instructions issued by the French, 
ment to M. Bizot, the newly-appointed Financial Adviser to the Persian 

Government, 

T have to request your Excell 









eney to ascert: from the Russian Gove 
whether, in their opinion, these instructions aro ealculated to secure tho objects 
aud to inform them at the same time that His Majesty’s Goverum 
counpletely satistied with the terms of the docu 


















Tam, &e. 
(Signed) i. GREY, 





(5421) No. 277. 
Foreign Office (o India Office. 
Sir, Foreign Office, February 28, 1908. 
LAM directed by E to transmit to you herewith copy of 
4 despateh from His Chargé d’Affaires at ‘Tchrau,t Forwarding copy of a 


No, 201. 





os 


—— 
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Report from Ilis Majesty’s Consul-General at Bushire relative to the circumstances in 
which three native boats, with head-quarters at Lingab, are now plying under the 
Gorman flag, 

Tt will be perceived from paragraph 4 of Major Cox’ despatch that he 
instructed the Residency Agent at Lingah to endeavour to obtain copies of tlie 
certifinates granted and otliur information likely to. indicate whether or not the graut 
of the flags 1s. compatible sith the provisions of the Brussels Act, and that he vill 
report further on the subject in due cours 

Tam to) stato that Sir E, proposes to await this further Report before 

pusidoxing thie steps to Iie taken in this matter, since the attitude of His Majesiy’s 

vermin! tuist nece depend on the legality Geruian 
Consul at Bus! Should it appear that the Consul was just granting to these. 
eraft the tise of tho Gi Mag, it will be sup » the Tnternatioual 
Tureau at Rrusséls for copies of the certilicates as proposed by Major Cox. 

Tatn to state that Sir B, Grey would be glad to be informed whether Mr. Secrewry 
Morley concurs in this viow. 

Tam to add that the reference to the Brussels Act in the penultimate paragniph 

pr Cox’ Report should ily he paragraph 3 of Article SLY, and uot 
raph 3 of Article XII 
Tam, &, 
(Signed) LOUIS MALLET. 





|17015) No. 278, 


Mr. Marling (0 Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February 20.) 


(No. 62.) 
(Welegraphie,) P. 
SUIBULAK and ‘Turco-Porsian frontier, 
With reference to Sir N, O'Conor’s telegram No. 19 of the 28th instant, L 
fm informed by the Minister for Foreign Affairs that only a few troops remni 
Sujhulak awaiting transport to retire. 
Vnaet, Pash has Lott, 


Tehran, February 29, 1905 





(7083) No, 279. 


Mr, Marling to Sir Bitoard Grey —(Received Rebruary 2! 


(No. 03) 
(Holosruphie,) 2. 

OMB outrage, 

Onw or two political Societies Were known to be making prs 

allied! firtlier Dy the Shih abavconp dAetar’s bit, as His Majesty. hus of 
Jato abstained, to all ‘action, the ontrage reperte 
in my tolost 

> Uigibs are 

Tho town remains quict, 

1 twich doubt the truth of the explanation that the Shah was going to Dos 
‘Popol so-as ty he out of danger dn attempt to be male by his retainers and 
auands, of which, it is alleged, he was organizing another force, as in De 
‘ho atiempt wax more probably the work of a small section of Extremists, 
advantage of the first opportunity that oecurred. 


Tehran, Belrruary 





(7088) No. 280. 


Sir A. Niculson to Sir Edward Grey.—(veceived February 29.) 
(No. 36) 
(olegraphic.) Ps St, Petersinurgh, Febraary 29, 1 
MIN for Voreig Aifiirs wrote to nie this moming saying that a tel 
had arrived from Russian Minister at Tehran to effect that news confirming e 
of Saijhonlak had Neon received by pent, and that at ‘Pel 
of Russia and England was hold exclusive ‘ble for this result. In the opinion 


27 


it would be an opportune time for hin and Mis Marling to 
mn Government the special part which England and Tussi 
and le considers that this could 
ed by means of an identic note, which should form a reply to the ( 
f the Persian G: nea Porsi f ign Affairs 
ity of explaining: to Persian 
at Constantinople of Russia and 


should be glad to i: 
gow are inclined’ to acc 
instructions to His Majesty's Represen 
Ti meanvhile, and until again | 
structions contained in your telegram 


ct of Foreign Affairs, wheiliex 
ilior you will send the necossiry 


i refrain from acting 





(7084) No, 281 


Sir N, O'Conar to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received Mare# 1.) 
No. 50.) 
(Telegraphic.) P, Constantinople, Mare 1, 1908, 

T HAVE received the following telegram No, 20, dated the 29th Fobruey, froit 
His Majesty's Constl-General at Urmia:=— ¢ 

“With reference to ny teleg 
Turkish Commission left Urmia, 
ilieir immediate destinatio 


19 of the 27th Fobramy, this morning the 
ch is situated in Turkish territory, Heing 


“(The following is Confidential.) 
told confidentially by a member of the ‘Turkish Commission that Tuliiy 
addition to his os i 1s; Which were of w conciliatory nature, 


scerst ones evidently indy different character, ‘Tahir Pasha refused 10 
show these secret’ instructions 





£7085) No, 282. 
N, O'Conor to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received March 1.) 


Constantinople, Marck 1, 1908. 


With reference to my’ tel 
uothier telegram was dispat 
romain andy fi ance with previous iustructions received: by. hin from the 
> enieavon ata solution with his Persian colleaggie. 
Akish Commissioner had actually departed, he 
ait this was contrary to he course, his Highness and (h 
ted, of precluding the possibility of complications by finding a lino 
nitested zone, and that hie could only attribute the urkish Gommissionor’s 
viute to instructions Secretly issued froma high quarter, 


to inform: 





No. 283. 


Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Baveard Grey. —(Received March 2.) 
(No. 86.) 
St. Petersburgh, Hebruary 18, 1008, 
conlance with the instructions conveyed to ane in your despatch No, 
ant, I spoke to M. Isvolsky yesterday in rosard to the militar 

which were being made by ‘Purkey and which would die impression that the 
Ortoman Government liad in contemplation wider and more setions operations: thin 
tad T said that my Government viewed the matter as one of 
considerable gravity, and that, as the situation was daily becoming moro threatening, 
they would be glad to hear whether the Russian Government had any steps to suguest, 
so that, if possible, they might support them, 
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rations which Turkey 
ously preoccupied both 
on more than one 
sion previously; the Russian Goverment hal taken no measures in response to the 
‘ction, of Parkes, as die Intter had not yot developed into. a lnstile domoistration, 
Mnssin was gmixions 16 take tip ste mart of the world which could possibly he 
naturally: she could not alloy 
hor inter wv dingor. -§ i 
ronitin quite quiescent “in some do 
rresent motuent, and the situation in Europe and the atti:nde nece 
Vinrarda “Raykey required gree eitione Heras amnch oliliged’ to, H 
Goverment for the observations whieh L had beon requested to convey, and he would 
zive the matter his most earnest consideration, aul he woulil let ane have a reply Jater 
Tshouldl add that his Wxcelleney inquired whether I liad any suggest 
1 replied that 1 had no. instructions on the point, smd inded we waited for some 
Droposil fromibines hut perhaps st request to the Sublime Porte: for information as to 
hat all these preparitions tivant would do 10 hat 
DTS Se Thavo, & 
(Sigued) A. NICOLS 





(7123) No, 284, 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward G (Received March 2.) 

Seen) Sh. Petersburgh, February 18, 1908. 
“LSPORE WAL tsvoleky yesterday in the sense of your despatch No. 31 of the 

L2iN instants the pn which might bo furnished to the Shah 

tlie evento hi oligo inca I and L left with lis Excolleney a 

Hatt Maio jietliaps the question might be left to the di 

jhe Hopresentatives of Croat Dritait and Russia it Delian, adding, that hea 


diqinsed to son iustaictions to Me de Hartwig: not (0. propose. guards anitess i 
ethat the offer would be aceopted, and that he vas satistied that the measure was 


Hvowssary for the personal sutoty of His Majest i 
M. Tsvolsky: said that ft appeared to hin that the procedure whieh Chad mentioned 
ile, andl he would Jot me have a reply to my Memorandim yen he had 


Thave, &e. 
igned) A, NICOESO! 


(7124) No. 285. 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey—(Received March 2, 

(No, 90.) 
Six, St. Petersburgh, February 20, 1908. 

M. ISVOLSKY informed me yesterday that the Turkish Ambassador had sponta- 
neonsly made to hin a communieation from the Ottoman Government in regard to the 
inilitary preparations whieh ‘Turkey was making on the Russian and Persian frontiers. 
Musny’ Pasha had been eo nied to state that the preparations, the extent of which 
Ind leon exaggerated, were in no wise directed against the Russian frontier, nor were 
ey coneeived in. any unfriendly spirit towards Russia, ‘They Md 
with the view of possible troubles occurring on the P 
assembly and activity of “many thousind Persian Pa 
divected (0 assure tie Russian Government of the thorouzhly friendly feelings wi 
Which the Turkish Government were animated towards the Gabi Petersburg’ 
and of thetr earnest desire to preserve the most 

M, Isvolshy had replied to. Musny Pasha by: r 
assures and explanations which he hail been instructed to deliver. At the same tinie 
he did not wish to disguise from his Excellency that the preparations whieh the 
Ottoman Government liad undertaken bad attracted the serious attention of the Russian 
Governnient, and he might also tell him that they ier escaped the 1 
of His Majesty's Gov owing to the fact that they had uot been confined t 
neighbourhood of the Persian frontier, but liad also cecurred in the districts adjoining 








29 


that of Russia and elsewhere. He was glad, therefore, to receive the assurances of the 
Ottoman Government of their friendly and peaceable sentiments, He had also told 
Husny Pasha that Russia had remained perfectly quiescent. and had neither mobilized 
nor made any concentration of troops, beyond a slight redistribution of her forees on 
the Persian frontier in view of the unsettled situation in Tabreez and the neigh= 
bourhood. 

M. Isvolsky remarked to me that he had telegraphed to M. Zinoview to report the 
observations of the Turkish Ambassador to the Sublime Porte, and to add that the 
Russian Government had taken act of the assurances which hind been given, His 
Excellency thought that perhaps you might feel disposed also to say a word at Constan- 
tinople, and in order to afford you an opportunity of doing so, should you think fit, he 
had referred in his reply to Husny Pasha to the fact that the attention of His Majesty's 
Government hud also been attracted by the military activity which hnd beon displayed, 
M, Isvolsky added that he thought that he would publish the substance of his conversa. 
tion with Husny Basha, as the press had been occupying itself with the subject, 

Thave, &e, 
(Signed) ‘A. NICOLSON. 


ee 
[7126] No. 286. 


Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received March 2.) 








(No. 93.) 
St, Petersburgh, February 21, 1908, 
AVE M, Isvolsky a summary of the instmnetions with which you hind furnished 
Sir N. O'Conor in respect to taking note of the assurances given by the Ottoman 
Government as to the object of th yy preparations, and also expressing, tho 
grave concern of iis Majesty's Government as to the future on account of the action 
taken by the Ottoman troops in Persian territory. 

His Excellency. replied that he would communicate the abo uictions. to 

jew so that he might concert. with his British colleague. Ho inquired whether 

idence in the sincerity of the assurances given by the Sublime Porte. T 
mn that Thad no. great confidence in any assurances given by the ‘Turkish 
‘ernment, but that I did not believe that their preparations wore directed against 
Russia, but were probably made for the purpose of preparing some stroko in Persia, 
or possibly for warding off any cooreive measures which they might imagino wore in 
contemplation on account of the Macedonian or Persian frontier questions, 

Timay add that wild rumours have been prevalont hore during, the last two days 
as to the imninence of war between Russia and Turkey, and these rumours had a 
niost depressing effect on the Stock Exchange. ‘The official communiqué issued this 
morning, will doubtless allay this unnecessary alarm, 


































Thave, &. 








igned) A, NICOLSON. 
(7127) No. 287. 
Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Kdward Grey.—(Received March 2.) 
No, 94) 
r 





. St, Petersburgh, February 21, 1008. 

I COMMUNICATED to M. Isvolsky to-day the substance of the telegrams whien 
tind been received from Mr, Marling in respect to the project for dismissing the Rel 
officals in Persia, and for replacing them by Germans, and I also gaye him a summa 
of the instructions which you. proposed to send to Mr, Marling in regard to the repre- 
sentations to be made to the Persian Government on the subject, I added that as the 
Persian Government denied having approached the German Legation on the subject, 
Jou were of opinion that it would be Better to leave to the discretion ofthe two Repre= 
Sentatives the question whether the representation should be delivered, 

His Excellency said that ie had understood from a telegram whieh he had received 
from M, de Hartwig that the two Representatives had already made certain remon 
stranees. I replied that this might be case, but that if representations were to be made 
tey could be delivered with greater force if they emanated from the two Governments, 
AM. de Hartwig and Mr. Marling would he able to judge whether or not it would be 
uiecessary to give a formal warning to the Persian Government, and there would he no 

(1s6a] Ey 
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i ied with the i i hat they might act upon the 

m1 if they were both supplied with the instructions, so that they might en 

pose of toed His Kxerlloney agreed, and said that he jroaldtelograph to M. 
Hats, instructions sinilar to those whieh you bad proposed, 

(Signed) 





NICOLSON. 









rewi y of a letter which 
DPS.—I bee leaye to transmit herewith copy of a letter w 

M. Isvolsky, in whieh lie informs me that he has telegraphed the 1 
to M, de Hartwig. 





SE 
Tnelosure in No. 287. 


M, Isvolsky to Sir A, Nicolson. ea 
Le 11 (24) Kéorier, 1905. 

@ bassadeur, ip ori aE 

Mion Her omproae 16, youn aire savoir que, partageant entidrement Pave de Si B 
Grey par rapport aux représentations que MAM, Hartwig, et Marling, pourratent faire 
Sventueoment au Gouvernement Persan au sujet des employés Allemands auxquels on 
proj confer administration des douanes Persanes, ja expedié par télégraphe & 
notre Ministre 4 Teliéran des instructions Winvitant 2 Sentendre aves son colézd 
Angleterre et de finite ensuite aupr’s dn Gouvernement, du Sehab, si les dens, Repré: 
Nontints le trouvent nécessaire ct opportun, des démarches dans le sens de celles 9 

avaien! été proposes par Mr, Marling, Fe en 

(Signé) ISVOLSKY 





(7133) No, 288, 
Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Kdward Grey—(Received March 2.) 


Gein St. Petersburgh, February <6, 100s 
ITH reference to your despatch No, 38 of the 12th instant, T have the honour 
we ie vith eae ean shich I have received from M Isvols 

pressing his readiness to join in ropr ons to the Persian, Goverumest 

respect to the action taken by: the late uddressing a protest to all the Powers in 


ion with Turkish aggression in Persian territory. risen 
(Signed) A. NICOLSON, 


Tnelosure in No, 288, 
M, Isvalsky to Sir A. Nicolson. 


Mou cher Ambassadeur, Saint-Pétershourg, le 12 (25) Féerier, 100s 
MEE référant votre lettre du 5 (18) courant, je m'eiprosse de vous faire 

que si le Cabinet de Londres est enclin A. We fait que Ta protestaion Persane 

Conte Tos saissoments ‘Tues st algessée A toutes Tes Puissaners ct now pas seulexien 

APAngletorre et li Russie, qui de tout temps ont jous un role médiateur dans le 
diNéronds Purco-Porsans, fe Gonvernement Impérial ne trouverait pas d'objectior 

narche a faire dans ¢¢ sens. : 

arche-en question pourrait consister en une note identique ! 

if ot Mr, Marling au Gouvernement du Schah, note dont I 

jon devrait étro fixée, somble-til, d'un commun accord entre les deux Repné- 


Imo semble qu'une parcille mode d'acir aurait Pavantage de faire ¢ sux 
yeux des Porsans Ia position toute particulitre qu’oceupent les deux Paissances par 
rapport & la question 'urco-Persane. eats 
(Signé)  ISVOLSKY 
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(7165) No. 289, 

ie Sir N. O'Conor to Sir Edward Grey.—{Received March 2.) 
(No. 

Sir, 


Pera, February 22, 1908. 

1 HAVE the honour fo transmit herewith copy of a letter which T Nave received 
from the Persian Ambassador inclosing a note addressed to the Persian Embassy’ by 
the Sublime Porte on the 18th July, 1576, in which, his Highness observes, it is clensly 
stated that Mergavar “forms an integral part of Persian territory,” and’ “that that 
province is two hours distant from the frontier on the Persian side.’ 

‘The statement is not without interest in view of the frontier negotiations now 
proceeding. 











T have, &e, 
(Signed) N. R. O'CONOR, 


es 
Tnclosure 1 in No; 289. 


Prince M. Riza Khan to Sir N, O'Conor. 





M1 





mbassadeur et cher Colldgue, Constantinople, le 19 For 

JAT Vhiomeur Wenvoyer ei-inelus i votre Excellence Ja copia dune note de li 

Sublime Porte adressée i cette Ambassude en date du 20 Schahan, 1298 (4.a.), ot 

uillet, 1202 (s.6,), par Inquelle la Sublime Porte déelare elaitomont que Mergavar 

fait partio intégrante du tervitoire Persan’ et que la dite province se trouve h deux 

heures de distance intéricurement de la frontidre, 

vi 

(Signé) 

—— 
Tnelosure 2 in No, 289, 


i, 1908. 






uiller, &e, 





M. RIZA KITAN, 


Note communicated by the Ottoman Government to the Persian Embassy ut Constantinople. 
(ranslation,) Sublime Porte, July 18, 1876. 
NEWS has just been received by telegraph from the Vilayet of um thint four 
regiments of Persian troops, under the command of Ikbal-id-Dowleh, with two guns 
and 1,000 horse and foot of the Shekak, Kara Papak, and Cherdavlu tribes, mado the 
appearance in Mergayar, situated in Persian territory, and there burnt vi 
Delon Sheikh Abdullah Effendi, as well as the crops and one infirm woman, As 
hours distant from the frontier, all the villagers living in the vicinity 
inspired by fright and panic at these unexpected proceedings, took to 



























We need not explain or recall to the Ei 
Sliak that the occurrence of such unsatisfactor 
pletely opposed to that complete penco and friendship whic has existed for sone tine 
fetreon the tivo: States, and flat in. particular te ve pousibility ineurred by the 
employment of so large a military fore by Government officials, thereby creating a 
regrettable situation of this kind, is by no means a light one. 
Hor this reason we beg that the Embassy of Ifis Imperial Majesty the Shah 
would kindly exert its influence to call the attention of the Persian authorities to thi 
matter, and to appeal to their sense of justice, and that it should endeavour to see fo 
it that a sum of money be provided to imdemnily Sheikh Abdullah for the losses and 
damages now sustained by him, as well as for’ those which he fas suffered in the 
past, and which up to the present the Persian Government has made no attempt 
to indemni 
Furthermore, we beg the Persian Embassy to use its best endeavours to have an 
made into the conduct of Tkbal-ad-Dowleh, and to ascertain his reasons, and, 
to furnish the requisite explanations as to the motives for sending so large 
4 military force to the frontier, 





mbassy of His Imperial Majesty the 
proceedings on tho frontion is com: 












































We seize, &e, 
(Signed) SAFVET, 





eS a ae 











Sir Nv O!Conoy to Sir Edward Grey. (Received March 2.) 


Pera, February 24, 1905. 
ccorilance with the instructions contained 
» Uhave informed the Sublime Porte of the 
silisfuetion with which His Majesty's Government have learned of the p: 
snces-given hy the Turkish Ambassador at St, Petersburgh, adding that they have felt 

“wwe ausicty as to the future on account of the reports of Turkey's aggressive action 
‘ow the frontier aud her military: preparations, : : 

‘Those assurnices. wore, T understand, given: by the ‘Turkish Ambassador in reply 
ya demand made here by Mb Zinoview for explanations as to the reported concentration 
Of troops in the neighbourhiood of the Russian froutier. 








1 HAVE the honour to 


eport that, 
in, your telegram No, 38 of the 2 

























Thave, &e. 
(Signed) N. R. O'CONOR. 








(7373) 





No. 291, 


Admiralty, to Foreign Office. —(Received March 2.) 
eee Admiralty, February 20, 1908. 
rly to your letter of the 80th December, Fam commanded by my Lords 
sionors of the Admiralty to request that you will inform the Secretary of State 
‘ that they have at their disposal no suitable vessel 
for side to the Persian Customs authorities. 











Tam, &e. 
(Signed) W. GRAHAM GREE} 











(7318) No. 2 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edieard Grey.—(Received March 2) 
No, GA 
(Celegriphis). 2. Tehran, March 2, 1908, 
TANK, | ‘Thore is a strong report that German Bank will be opened in the autumn ; 
‘nnd Mr, Rabino’s resignation Gee my telegram No. 51 of the 20th ultimo) is known to 
the Gorman Legation, 












(7264) No, 293. 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey—(Received March 2,) 

(No. 5.) 

(Colographic.) P. Yip 
DURCO-PERSIAN frontior and Persian Circular. ca 
Russian Minister and I think that a verbal communication in the senso indicated 

in Sir A, Nicolson’s telegram No, 83 would he useful. If Great Britain and Russia can 

claim 10 have obtained the evacuation of Sujbulak, it might perhaps be made. in 
ler M. de Hartwig nor T have any clear information as to German action 
at Constantinople, or of its results. san 

Refereneo is to your telegram No, 62 to Sir A, Nicolson, 


Tehran, March 2, 1908. 

















(7391) No, 291, 


Mr, Marling to Sir Edieard Grey.—(Received March 2.) 


108. 
ernment 









of the \diinistration is impossible without external assistance. 





258 
‘Three 1 





isters who are entirely under German influence are included in the 
present Cabinet, as reconstructed last week. I am, moreover, assured that the 
Pre f the Assembly—though he denied it in conversation with me—in order to 
become Minister for Foreign Affairs, is thinking of resigning his appointment to 
London. An attempt to introduce German advisers may thus quite possibly be made, 
cither by application to the German Government or by private engagement, [am 
conveying to the Minister for Foreign Affairs a warning in regard to the complications 
which would follow such a step. 

















(5953) No. 295. 
Sir Bdveard Grey (0 Mr, Marling, 


P. Foreign Office, Marel 2, 1908. 
RAPHS in Seistan. Please refer to your telegram No. 44 of the 13th 





ultimo, 
Before instruction 





A re sent to His Majesty's Consul, it would, in view of the 
attitude adopted by your Russian colleague, be preferable to wait for explanations 
from the Russian Government, Discussion of details as to proceduro will shortly be 
conimenced by us with the latter. 

Is thore at present any likelihood of favourable opportunity arising for obtaining 
Persian Government's consent to the exchange? 











(7391) No. 296. 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr, Marling. 







phic.) P. Foreign Office, March 2, 1908, 
W Persian Minister in London, Pleaso refer to your teloggram No, 06, 

lapsed_since His Majesty agreed to appointment. of 
hh, and the Legation in London has nov long been wnoceup 
y point this out to the Persian Government if you think it advisable, and 
express to them the surprise of His Majesty's Government that the now Minister has 
not yet set out for England. 














(5953) No. 297. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir A, Nicolson. 





Ve 
N telegraph line, 
‘lease refer to telegram No. Ht from ‘Tehran, 
You should report how the Russian Government explain the incident. 


Foreign Office, March 2, 1908. 








(7088) No, 298, 
ee Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson, 
(Tologeanh Foreign Office, March 2, 1908, 









IAN frontier dispute. 
Tn reply to your telegram No. 36,1 agree that as cvacuation of Sonjhoulak has 
taken plies, itwould be useful to make a communication to the Goverament at Tehran, 

Th order that Mr. Marling’s instructions may be identical with those of M. Hartwig 
you should telegraph draft which M, Isvolsky proposes to send to the latter. 











$808} au 


a 





| 
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(7085) ‘No. 299. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson. 


(No. 66.) 
(Pelegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, March 2, 1905. 


PLEASE refer to Sir N. O'Conor’s telegram No. 51 of yesterday and 


Mr, Wratislaw’s of the day before. z 
How is the present situation regarded by the Russian Government ? 


Please inquire and report. 





(7391) No. 800. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir A, Nicolson. 
No, 67.) 
{ieigeropi ) Foreign Office, March 2, 1908. 
SITUATION in Persia, With reference to Mr. Marling’s telegram No. 66 of the 
2nd instant. 
Appointment of German advisers could not be tolerated by us. x , 
You shioull inquire what are the views of the Russian Minister for Foreign Affairs, 
and suggest that joint instructions should he sent, to Te 
the eflect that the Porsian Goverment, should be informed that, if any que e 
nt of European advisers, the Russian and British Governments will 
tion being made to themselves in the first instance. This does not, 
Cf courses necossi the advisers bein of Russian or British nationality, but 
inst be recommended by the Russian and British Governuients. 
nitative should he instructed to add that, if the advice of 
nienth is disregarded by the Persian Government, measures for the 
intiinig of their interests will be taken by the two Bow 





No. 301, 
Sir Kdward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson, 


Sir, Foreign Office, March 2, 1908, 
AIM reference to my felogram No, 59 of the 20th ultimo, relative to (1) the 
tinnsfor fo Russia ofthe right now enjoyed by Great Britain over the Moltran= 
Khuniktn telegraph line in consideration of an undertaking on the part of the Russian 
Governn to oppose the prolongation of the concessions for the British tele- 
aphi ti orsin and (2) the exchange of the Meshed~ehran for the Klinf— 
nsratalil telegraph Tine, L transmit to your Excellency herewith copy of a 
om the Twili Office,” setting forth their views on the points raised in Mr, Marling’ 
ns Nos. Hand 42of the Sth Kobruayy, and in your telegram No. 
approve your Excelloney’s suggestion to propose to the Russian } 
Foreiun Affairs that the two questions under discussion should be treated sep 
wainil Lo tle onder in which they should he dealt. with it would, in. my op 
sible that the question. of th of the Tehran—Meshed 
Nasratahad lines should he first considered ; for whe the Russi 
raise the question of the cession to. then of the Britis 
Khanikin line, [is Majesty's Government, on their part, 
that of the prolongation of the British Concessions: with regard 
ment are likely to raise difieulti 
¥y shoul] inform M. Isvolsky accordingly, explaining, if neces 
jyernment are of course under no obli n. to postpone 
‘Weliran-Klanikin line, Int that it is expected that eviticism: will 
ii in this country if the question of the prolongation of the Concessions is 
rot dealt with simultaneously, The point is not one on which yonr 
should insist, but, should you find it necessary to raise it, you should draw 
M. Isvolsky’s attention to the advantage which Russia would gain if the prolongation 
of the British Concessions were secured hefore, or simultaneous!y with, the cession to 





No 297. 








205) 





our Exeellency is authorized to communicate to M. Isvols! 
with your suggestion, the inclosed copies of the Tl 
1572," and to inform him of the date—namely, 
Khanikin line was handed over to the Persian autho 
step, whieh is given in paragraph 4 of the in 
thie Ind 

little 





y, in accordance 
apli Conventions of 1865 and 
coli 186S—whien the Tehran: 
:auithoities § Dut as the reason for thie 
i closed Minute of the Director-in-chiet of 
Buropean Telegraph Department,t was that this line was considered to be of 
¢, it would be preferable to avoid making any explanation on this point, 
Lam, &, 
(Signed) ¥. GREY, 


























(5944) No. 302. 
Foreign Office to Treasury. 


Si Oe 

, n Foreign Office, March 2, 1908. 

T AM diteeted by Seoretary Sir Bdwand Grey to transinit ieee erowitli copies 

Of correspondence relative to the proposed acquisition by the Tndo-Buropean Tolegrnplt 

artment of the control of the telegraph line from Borasjun to Mohammernct 

sy et Mill be geen from these papers, this suggestion ually made in 1902 

by the Persian Government themselves, ard was submitted {o His Majesty's Gove 
me His Majesty's Minister at ‘Tehman, Tt was 

sons which appear in the eortespondence, not to put the plan 
























eoution at the tim 
‘The Government of India revived the: 

warmly suppor 

now fis Maj 














yy to express 
see their way 
y exponse, the 





ioners of His Majesty's ‘Creasy’ may 

revenues of one-hall of the necossa 

the'Government of India, 

Ofiice letter of the 18th instant that thie eost of 

nd temporary repair of the line would amount fo about 800/, ani its 
r to about 1,001, while the expense of its maintenaifee is estimated 








Tt will be seen from the In 
the survey 
















x40 for which sanction is now asked, therefore, B50 ini 

anes fast sanction is now asked, therefore, amounts to 6500 initial 
orn to mest au Ub teepminenl this proposal to the favourable eonsidoation 
fae Lordship, alt icit particular attention to the weighty arguments to 
‘Their Londships are aware that by thie terms of the Ar 
Bist August, 1907, that portion of Persia which lies outside 
Russian splictes of influenico is open to the commerial enterprise of 
is therefore clearly to the advantage of Great Britain to lose no time in developing 
such interests as she already possesses in that region, and in acquiring such further 
interests as will be of use to her in the future, thereby forestalling the action of other 
countries in the same direction, Signs of increased foreign activity in this respect are 











1 Convention of 
he British and. 
nations, Tt 


Loi 




















* Not printed. t Minute 
} Indis Oftice, July 4; to ditto, July 22; India Office, September 1: jaltto, 
‘Office, December 31, 1907; and ante, Nos, 111, 160, and Be ae AG Sez Poses eis 

















already perceptible aud any Wesitation on the pat of His 3 
“ ‘¢the control of the Molammera—Borasjun line grea 
ons Ware aE Ee a talon hands, to. the grave detriment of British 
bake fie political and eomm« 
sage eouition of the line are yer and there would appear to b 

tisorgunizeebition of the fine are TE re 
TAGs eizateeee c s tlic opinion of ‘the India Office, of 
He lcoveennennar al at Bushire, as shown 
in the Ind t 

Mr, Maclin dspatel No, 
inconvenience of the, lek of 
when and Tis Majesty's Viee-Constlate at 

Se ee nae tear ot that the question is one of some urgency, as 
sa al that fa view of th ic hate gestion one of san vege te 
TA Sees an early intimation of their 
Loniships’ decision on the subject. 


ks attaching to the present 


Tam, &e. 
(Signed) LOUIS MALLET. 





17467] No, 303. 
Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received Marck 3.) 


St, Peteraburgh, March 8, 1008. 
nur telogram No. 67 of yesterday's date. ; 
Haat regards the European Advisers for the Be 
» Marlinng’s tole but Jie cousiders question, serious 
Tle is of upiiion that it may be necessitey to, ston toue with the Persia 
Governinent, and wish ruply as to. the t nis which shoul bo sent o 
the subject.” Lill mention the matter to hin again to-morrow. 





(7468) No. 301. 
Sir N, O'Conor to Sir Edward Grey.—(Weceived March 3.) 


(No, 52) 

(Melia) trom 
TURCO-PERSIAN frontier. ‘ f a 
Wilk efapurea to nny tlouram Nos ST: of tie det instant, Ta inforined by tho 

Ciranil Vizier that instructions haye to-day been telegraphed to Tahir Pasha by i 

ofthe Sultan to return to Urmia and continao to negotiate with the Persian Coin- 

inissionen 


Constantinople, March 8, 1908. 





(6677) No. 305. 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Marling. 
(No. 58) 
(Yelowraphie) Pe. 
IMPERIAL Ban 
No, 21 of the Mth ultimo. 


Foreign Office, Marel 
ja’s contract for minting. [have received your dospateh 


‘is he to Dorian Goverainent: 
11 to make following observations to Persian Government 
rin Persian Government. (provided the contract has not been 
vil) that we fal understand why they have not carried out 
nibent upon them by te terms of the Bank's Concession. 
rut must demand that no further delay still occur before 
the contract is concluded. 
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16851) No. 306, 
Foreign Office to India Office. 


Sir, Foreign Office, March 3, 1908. 

TAM directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to transmit to you herewith decypher 
of telegrams from His Majesty’s Chargé d’Affaires at Tehran,® relative to the question 
of guards for the protection of the servants and property of the Oil Concessions 
Syndicate in the neighbourhood of Ahwaz. 

It will be observed from the latter of these two messages that His Majesty's Consul 
at Ahwaz considers the moment inopportune for pressing the Bakhtiari Chiefs to 
permit the payment of the native guarls by the Syndicate, and thats in view of the 
fact that tho question of whether the enterprise can be profitably worked will 
probably be settled within six months, ho strongly depreeates tho Temoval of the 
indian guards before the expiration of that period. 

Mr. Marling fally shares the opinion expressed by Captain Lorinor. 

Tt will be remembered that in the letter from the Treasury of the 7th December, 
1907 (see Confidential print, Persia, Decomber 9, section 3) the maintenance of an 
increased Consular guard at Ahwaz was authorized for a period of six months, 
The reinforcements arrived at thoir destination about the 17th December, so. that 
approximately three months and a-half have yet: to elapse before the oxpiration of the 
time sanctioned. 

Tam to state that in theso circumstances it appears to Sir B. 
to come to an immodiate decision as to tlie ad 
for a yet further period, 

















a B, Grey to he unnecessary 
bility of retaining the increased guard 





Tam, &, 
(Signed) LOUIS MALLET, 





(6851) No. 307. 


Foreign Office to Mr. Preece. 
Sir, Foreign Office, March 8, 1908. 
WITH reference to your letter of the 15th ultimo, relative to the question of the 
aiyment of guards for the protection of the servants and property of the Oil Conicossious 
syndicate near Ahwaz, Lam directed by Secretary Sir E. Grey to inform you that he 
has received a further telegram from! His Majesty's Chargé dAfaires ‘at Tehran 
reporting that, in the opinion of His Majesty's Vioe-Consul at Aliwaz, the moment ia 
iati Chiefs to agree to. the payment of these guards 


inopportune for urging the Bakh 
et accordingly proposes not to raise this 

















by the Syndicate, and that C; To 

question pending tho settlement of the mattors now under negotitio 

Mr. M: dds that he has left the question of the p nt or 
alments due in November last to Captain Lorimer’s discrotion, 

Tam, &e, 

(Signed) W. LANGLEY, 











uispension of the 








(7587) No 808, 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received Murch 4,) 
‘No, 67.) 
telegraphic.) P. Tehran, March 4, 1908, 

BELGIAN Customs officials and conduct of the German Chargé d’Affaires, 

1 yesterday received the call of the German Minister, Count Quadt. He said that 
the German Foreign Office had been much distressed at the repeated! complaints 
received from London and St Petersburgh respecting the conduct of the German 
Chargé d’' Affaires. He (Count Quadt) could not believe, in face of the repeated assur- 
suces given by the German Government to Russia and Bugland, that Baron Richthofen 
had sought to play the role attributed to im. The German Legation had not taken 

steps whatever with the object of replacing the Belgian Customs officials. by 
mauis. He would always be ready to give explanations, for which he hoped that 
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would ask him hefore reporting home, if His Majesty's Legation believed it had any 
cause for complaint. He would do his best to act in accordance with the letter and spirit, 
of the assurances given by his Government and of his instructions, which were most 
stringent, : pe 

T replied that the results of Baron Richthoten’s proceedings were plainly evident 
» present endeavours of the Persian Government to play off Germany against 
nd England, and that nothing could alter my convictions as to his conduct. T 
thanked Count Quadt, ho r his frankness, and said that I rejoiced at 
the prospect of the German Legation’s retum to the very correct attitude observed 
under Horr Stomrich, the late German Minister. 

Jount Quilt, who has spol 
Tie was doing his utmost to impress the Persi 
wwould not Tend herself to these “ playing off” tactics: ut OM 10 
‘lfirin, was necessary to Persia, Forcign control, in the shape of an internatic 
* caisse,” or something analogous, might thus be entailed. I replied that my personal 
view was that His Majesty's Government would not favour the idea, but that 1 had 
knovledgo of your views on such a proposal. 

Cout Quad’ in conclusion asked me to inform you of the substance of his 

ices, 



































en 





















fans 








(7373) No. 309, 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Marling. 

(No, 54) 

(slsrep ie) Foreign Office, March 4, 1908 
‘NUN Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty have no ship suitable for selling to 

Persian Covornmont, as mentioned in your telogram No, 402 of 1906. 





(6680) No. 310. 
Foreign Office to India Office. 


Bir, Foreign Office, March 4, 1908. 

WIT reference to your letter of the 19th ultimo relative to the proposed transfer 
to Russia of the British rights over tho Tehran-Khanikin telegraph line, Lam directed 
hy Secretary Sit (roy to transinit to you herewith copy of a despatch from 
His Majosty’s Chargé d’Affaires at Tehran dealing with this subject.” 

Tt will be observed that the local manager of the Indo-European ph 
Company is.of opinion that the financial side of this question offers no difficulty, and 
tliat he proposes that, instead of the Company taking over the ex the special 
Convention between thom and the Persian Government contemplated in the Agreonie 
of the Lith June, 1906, should provide for the construction by the Company of a 
tclograph line from Kazvin to Hamadan, and for the transfer to them of the 
wire from thence to the Turkish frontier. : 

Tam to stato that Sir B. Grey would be glad to receive an expression of Mr. 
Seoretary Morley’s views on Mr, Casey's proposal. 

, Thave, &. 


(Signed) LOUIS MALLET 





17645) No. 31 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received March 5.) 


Sir, India Office, March 4, 10S. 
1 AM directed hy Mr. Secretary Motley to acknowledge the receipt of Mr. Mallet's 
Totter, dated (le 28th ltino, relative to the circumstances in which certain native 
Hoats, with hoad-quartors at Lingal, are now plying under the German flag iu the 
Persian Gulf, 
Tn reply, Lam to state that Mr. Morley concurs in the proposal of the Secretary uf 











No. 255, 
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Consul- 
before considering the steps to be taken in the matter, and that 


State for Forcign Affairs to await the further report promised by His Majesty 
General at Bushi 
the Government of Tndia have been informed according! 

Copy of a telegram from the Viceroy on the subj 
communicated to the Foreign Office on the 28th ultimo. 











, dated the 26th ultimo, was 


Tam, &e, 
(Signed) A, GODLEY, 











legraphic.) 
TURC( IAN frontier. 


His Majesty's Consul at Kermanshah telegraphed from Kasr-i-Shirin as follows 
on the 2nd instant :-— 


“4 















A caravan of fifty camels, laden with ammuni 

at Khanikin, and approximately the sane number 
“Following is det 

“Two infantry 


“Aca 


ary stores, has arrived 
ispatched to Manda 





have been 
1 of troops now at Khanikin:— 
-giments 500 strong each (a third regiment is collecting). 
alry regiment of some 500 sabres with 170 horses, 
detachment of mounted infantry on mules, 100 strong. 
“Forty-five gunners with three guns and twenty-cight horses. 

“T propose to ride into Khanikin and return the same day. Have you any 
objection?” ve 

















Thave agreed to Captain Haworth’s proceeding to Khanikin as suggested. 





(7767) No, 313, 
India Office to Foreign Offce.—(TReceived March 6.) 


‘THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Seeretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Mr, Secretary Motley, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of inclosures in'n 
letter from the Foreign Seeretary to the Government of India, dated the 80th January, 
relative to the capture of the Dayir pirates, 


India Office, March 5, 1908, 











Tnelosure 1 in No, 313, 
Major Cox to Government of India, 


(Telegraphie.) P. Bushire, December 15, 1907. 

T HAVE to-day telegraphed to Tehran regarding pirates as follows :— 

“Your telogram No, 169. 

“My recommendation that, until the fait accompli had been reported, Persian 
Government should not be informed of delivery of prisoners to Sheikh of Mohinmmerah 
was made on good grounds, and T understand from your telegram of the 13th instant 
that you accepted it. I wish that inquiries could have been made from me as to 
reasons which prompted my recommendation, if it was not understood or seemed 
difienlt to accept; a reference could then, on receipt of my explanations, perhaps, 
haye been made to higher authority, if point was doubtful. As Sheikh ean now be 
primed or instructed before I reach Mohammerah the hopes T expressed as to his 
probable attitude must be largely discounted." 


(Repeated to Foreign Department with Vieeroy,) 
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Tnclosure 2 in No. 313. 
Major Cox to Government of India. 


(Telegraphic. P. Bushire, December 21, 1907. 
i OROLLOWING telegram dated the 20th instant received from Mr. Marling :— 
i y one is jesty’s shi 

“Your proposal to destroy pirate stronghold by one of His Majesty's ships, 
accompanied by" Persepolis” or with n Persian official on board His Majesty’s ship, 
was submitted by me to Foreign Office, from whom the following reply has been 
received + f ; 

‘<<Persian Government may be approached, and presence of Persian official on 
hoard His Majesty's ship may be sugested 

“Mocday a further telegram has been received instructing me, in the event of 


Persian Government objecting, to refer again to Foreign Office. iS 
“Private, Persian Government at ‘Tehran is at present non-existent, 


Tnclosure 8 in No, 919, 
Major Cox to Government of India, 


Confidential.) Bushire, December 22, 1907. 

T HAVE the honour to forvard, for the information of the Government of India, 
copies of telegrams in connection with the correspondence regarding the Humatdi 
pirates lately captured near Bunder Rig. 


Tnelosure 4 in No, $13. 


Mr. Marling to Major Cox, 


(Telographie.) P. Tehran, December 15, 1907. 
PIRACIBS, Your telegram No. 732. 
Foreign Office haye telegraphed as follows :— 
ates should Be pat to death if they are gully of under; but i shold iv al 
4 be stipulated, in coliveriig thom to native: authorities, that they are not to be 
jected to Lorture or any barbarous treatment 
should he informed accordingly. 

18, Sheikh will hear nothing from here, so 
thnt there is no cause for uneasiness, Please say when you will dispatch prisoners to 
Mohammicral 

‘his telegram should be repeated to Caleutta, 


Tnelosure 5 in No, 818, 
Captain Trevor fo Mr. Marling, 


hie) B. Bushire, December 16, 1907. 
PP is expected that Resident will return on Wednesday next. He sailed with 
pirates yesterday, 
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Tnclosure 6 in No, 313. 


Major Cox to Government of India, 
(Telegraphie.) P. 
U HAVE telegraphed to Mr, Marling as follows:— 
“Your telegram of the 20th instant. 


“Tn case terns of the communication to Persian Government may be affected by 
the information, T report the following facts :— 


Bushire, December 28, 1907. 


“One of Customs Administration's steam-launches having been foreibly detained in 
chancery by Siral Khan, latter is at present moment at direct issue with the Adminis. 
tration. I believe that, owing to inefficiency of ‘Persepolis,’ Customs Administration 
have asked that our assistance should he requested; they would be only too glad to 
see Siral Khan punistied. On the other hand, an appeal to the Medjliss is said to have 
been made by Siral Khan,” 


Inclosure 7 in No, 313, 
Mr. Marling to Government of Indin. 


(Telegraphic) P. Tehran, January V7, 1908, 
Boshfet AVE sent the following telegram to Foreign Otiee and repeated to 
shire 


“T should have said in my telegram No, 878 that Cox proposed destruction ot 
strongholds of Chief of Dashti in default of payment of 15,000 rupees, this bu ( [sic] to 
be (7) ) distributed ay compensation to vietims of piracies, 
‘The oversight is much regretted. 

“Persian Government decline our assistance, asserting their willingness to undertake 
destruction themselves, 

“T can, if you think it desirable, correct mistake with Persian Government, but 
1 submit that a better moral effect will be produced by the more forcible measure, 
provided it is carried out effectively. ‘This could be assured if I intimate to the 
Persian Government that one of His Majesty's ships will watch the operations, and that 
officer in command has instructions to complete work if it is not carried out to his 
satisfaction, Tt will certainly not be done etlectively if the operation is left in the 
hauls of Persian Government, for Governor-General of Gulf ports isa close friend of 
the Chief.” 





(7755) No, 314, 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received March 0.) 


LE Under-Secretary of State for India pe his compliments to the Under 


y of State for Foreign Aifairs, and, by direction of Mr. Secretary Morley, 
jcrewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram to 
the Viceroy, dated the 2nd instant, relative to thie Consular escort at Shiraz, 


India Office, March 5, 1908, 


Taclosure in No, 314. 


Mr. Morley to Government of India. 


(Welegraphic.) India Office, March 2%, 1908, 
SEE telegrams dated the 10th ultimo from His Majesty’s Chiargé d’Affaires at 
‘Tehran, Shiraz, ; : 
In reply, Mr. Marling has been informed that increased escort will be retained 
for full period of six months covered by arrangement with ‘Ireasury unless situation 
improves. At present there is no need to decide as to future retention, 





71563] 
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(7756) No. 31. 
India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received March 6.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Mr. Secretary Morley, 
forwards herewith, for thie information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram to 
tho Viceroy, dated tlio 3rd instant, rolative to the Seistan branch of the Imperial Bank 
of Persia, 


India Office, March 6, 1908. 








Tnclosure in No. 315. 
Mr, Morley to Government of India, 


(Welegraphie,) PD. March 8, 1908. 
IMPERIAL Bank of Porsia, Seistan branch. i 
1 Please see letter of 5th ultimo to Imperial Bank which was forwarded with letter 
of Mth ultimo from Political Secretary, India Office, ‘ i 
After inquitiny whether it is desired that Seistan branch shall be maintained in 
future, Tank add that, if so, increased subsidy will be necessary, in order that present 
annual loss to Bank may be covered. y 
T shall ho lid to learn your opinion on question whether payment of any subsidy 
shall be continued, 


















(7757) No. 
India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received March 6.) 





NIE, Under-Secretary, of State for India presents his compliments to the Uuder- 
otiny Of Stato for Moreign Aftirs, aud, by direction of Mr. Secretary Morley, 
forwards lerewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram 
to the Vievroy, dated the nstant, relative to the use of the German flag by native 
hows in the Porsinn Gulf, 


tudin Office, Mareh 5, 1908, 












Tnclosure in No. 316, 
Mr. Morley to Government of India, 
(Pelographic.) P. 


USI of Gorn 
Tolar consi 


India Office, March 3, 1908, 

n flog by Lingah dhows. Your telegram of the 26th Fobriy. 
ing stops to be taken, we must await further report promised in 
paragraph J of Residont’s letter of the 22nd Decomber, which has been received 
Hirouzl Foreign Oe. Meamivhilé no complaints of Gorman action should be sade 
locally. \ction will depend on whether procedure of German Consul was legal or 
other 3 
























(7840) No. 317, 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received March 6.) 


‘IIIB Under-Seereti 





y of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 

Sceretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direetion of Mr, Secretary Morley, 

forwanls herwith, for the information of the ‘Secretary of State, and with reference 

to Tudia Office letter of the 25th ultimo, copy of a telegram from the Viceroy, dated 

the 4th inst ‘¢ fo the retention of a British signaller at Turbat-i-laidari. 
Indiu Office, March 6, 1908, 
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Tnolosure in No. 317. 


Government of India to Mr. Morley, 
(Telegraphic) B. March 4, 1908. 
PERSTAN telegraphs. Your telegram of the 25th ultimo. 
Unless similar privilege is conceded to Russians on Khaf-Scistan seetion,, it 
would seem difficult, under ierms of * Arrangement ” of the 18th August, to press for 
retention of British signaller at Turbat-i-Haidari, 





(7811) No. 318. 
Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received March 6.) 


No. 69.) 

(Telegraphic.) _P. Tehran, March 6, 1908. 
TURCO-PERSIAN frontier, 

Following is substance of Memoranda in v (translations of which have 


reached me from Mr. Consul-General Wratislay)—1, addressed by Turkish to Persian 
Commissioner, 2, the latter's reply :-— 


J. That the frontior laid down in the ‘Treaties of 1639, 1727, 1736, 1746, and 182 
whi confirmed by the Exzeroun ‘Treaty of 1846, is tho rightful one, and thal 
no claim to the ituted by tomporary Persian interference, namely, decnpation 
and i ou in certain district 

ts is shown in Article TX of the Treaty of Exzerom, all carlior 
i wrsoded ty that Treaty; ancient occupation of the greater jiurt 
of Asin Minor-could, for example, he proved by I 


Tam forwarding by post eopies of the documents in question, 





[7846] No, 319. 
Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Ediward Greu.—(Received March 6,) 


Pi St Petersburgh, March 6, 1908, 
an Goverment. 
ram No, 65 of the 2nd instant, 
n informed by M. Isvolsky: that M. de Hartwig has beon instructed to concert 
with his British colleague in drawing up a note somewhat in the folloy 
communication to the Persian Government 


The Persian Government will have heen able to’ convince themselves that the 
Joiut steps of Great Britain and Russia, tho tivo States which lave played in tho ure 
Persian differences a special part dictated by the progress of historical events, | 
produced the result which was to be expected, as the evacuation of Soujboulak by the 
Turkish forces is an accomplished fact. As the two Powers propose in the future to 
follow tho same benevolent conse towards Persia, it appears desirable for tho advantage 
of iat conntey that she should continue, as she has done in flo. past, to confide ths 
protvotion of her interests in the above differences to the samo two States: 


the exact wording should he left to the two Representat 
Minister for Foreign Affairs hopes that you will fur 


+ Marling with similar 
instructions, 





(7971) No. 320, 
Sir N, O'Conor to Sir Ediward Grey.—(Received March 6.) 


Constantinople, March 6, 108, 
\ frontier, 


is Majesty's Vice-Consul at Tabreez, dated the Gth March, 


‘On Sr instant the Agent at Miandoab telegraphed that there remained in 
§ lik only 300 Ottoman troops, and again on the Gth that the Persian Governor 
is moving there with some troops. 
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(6888) No. 321. Mr. Marling was authorized by telegraph on the 26th ultimo to confer with M. de 
Hartwig as to the advisability of making representations in that senso, 
You should take an opportunity of bringing to the notice of the Belgian Govern: 
ment the support afforded to their subjects by His Majesty's Government in this matter, 
Tam, &e, 
(Signed) -B. GREY, 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Marling. 
(No. 27, Confidential.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, March 6, 1908, 
SIR LEPEL GRIFFIN and Sir Thomas Jackson called at this Office on the 
27th ultimo on behalf of the Imperial Bank of P amd were received by 
@, Thurdinge and Mr, Mallet. 
‘The object of the ‘is to explain that the Bank had lent sums to the Pe 
ernment amounting to about 500,000L, of whieh they could not obtain repayment, 
‘Phey stated that the Russian ina similar pliglit, and loft @ statement, copy of 
which is inclosed,® of the indebtedness of the Persian Government to the two institutions, 





















[6679] No. 323, 
Foreign Office to Mr. Preece. 

















In the caso of the Russian Bank this statement is only appr: Sir, Foreign Office, March 6, 1908, { 
They begged his Majesty's ily to consider the pos WITH reference to your letter of the 15th ultimo, on the subjest of the relations | 





inaking, in conjunction with the Russian Government, a large Toan to the Persian 


between the Oil Concessions Syndicate and the 
Government, 


Secretary Sir Edward Grey to transmit to you hi 





ikhtiari Khans, T am directed by 
ewith copy of a despatch from His 















Ti was pointed out to them that it would in view of the anarchy now Majesty's Chargé d’Affaines at Tehran,® forwarding copies of correspondence relative 
prevailing in Porsia, to endeavour to float a Pe Without a substantial guarantee to the payment of the instalment due to the Khans in November 1907. 

hy His Majesty’s Govérnment, and that it is not enstomary to give such guarantees, Haan 

Ii was explained further that the sul revenues derived from the Pe a 






(Signed) LOUIS MALL 








ity, aftor a now bard 
ful, and nothing could be done antil after the new Financial Adviser had 
iii Pela sind had been able to report whether the prospi 
‘of the financial equilibrium in the futur 

After some further ui thiose two gentlemen retired with an express 
tlie hope that His Majesty’s Government would co-operate with the Tmperial Bank in 
the protection of thoir interests « inthe future than they had: in the 
piste 

“hey stated thar the 

is langely a 
‘Veliran, 























(6676) No, 924, 












Foreign Office to Persian Transport Company. 









Foreign Office, March 6, 1908, | 
yy Sir Eilward Grey to transmit 10 you herowith, for the 
«d, copies of two despatches from Mis Majesty's Chargé 
hran,f on the subject of Messrs. Lynch Brothers’ construction accou 
hhtiari Khans for the Ahwaz-Tspahan road, 





sing which the Bank now find themselves 
}o the bad adininistration of Mr. Rabino, the Manager-in-chief at 








Affaires at T 
with the Ba 











Tam, &. 
(Signed) B, GREY, Tan, &, | 
(Signed) LOUIS MALLET, 


(6745) No. 822, 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir A, Hardinge. 








17893) No, 325. 


122) Sir N, O'Conor to Sir Edward Grey.—(Rece 
7 





‘ived March 7.) 
Foreign Office, March 6, 1908. 


YOU will have observed that in his telegram No. 49 of the 14th ultimo His 
Majesty's Chargé d’Affaires at ‘Tehran reported that M. Mornard, the Belgian 
Administrator of Customs in Persia, had been violently attacked in the Persian 
Assombly, and but for the intoryention of Mx. Marling and the Russian Minister, might 
have hoon dismissed. 

Mv. Marling further reported that the German Chargé d’Affaires had made use of 
tho opportunity thus offered to, urge the Persian Gove elsian 
Customs oflicials and to engage Germans in the wid had even told his Belgian 
colloagive that he had been approached by the Pe ith a request that 
omits night be prosild for this pure. 

On receipt of this intelligence, His Ni 
thet svt that His Maj 
sliowll 
hat the r 





3.) 

(Telegraphic) P. Constantinople, March 6, 1908, | 
‘TURCO-PERSIAN frontier. 

Following telegram, dated to-day, No, 21, received from Mr. Wratislaw, regarding 

the question of the desirability of changing the frontier Commissioners, (See . 

. Marling’s telegram No. 72 of the St) instant) :— 


s long as Taher Pasha is the President of the Commission I do not think that 
there is any chance of satisfactory solution being arrived at, and I understand that 
sooner than resume is functions under the samo conditions he will resign his 
appointment. & 

“Daniel Pasha, who expressed noble sentiments so long as he was a subordinate 
aud is jealous of his chief, would be more suitable, though now that he is himsolf at 
the head of the Turkish Commission he lias moditied his views. He received a Russian 
education, and, I believe, asked the Russian Vice-Consul to advise his appointment. | 
However, all depends on the nature of the instructions sent from head-quarters: 

‘Though the Persian Commissioner, Mechteshen, is not au ideal negotiator, I do 
not think that an; ‘ble successor woulll he in any way better, and Mechtestien has 
now acqui ertain knowledge of the frontier « He has had a private 
difference of opinion with the Russian Vice-Consul; but they have now made it up, 60 
the latter has probably changed his opinion of him.” 






















































great Pow 
ail by the Persian ( 
cials, and unless this dei 














complieal with within 
for the cufore 

‘Phe Russian Government havin, 
tion, and haying furnished the 



















+ Nos, 202 and 251, { 
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(7969) No, 926. 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received March 7.) 





Tehran, March 7, 1905. 
EXCHANGE of telegraph lines, 

With reference to your telegram 
M. de Martwig, to whom Th 

















‘given st of upkeep, obl 
Porsian Government, Xe, on the Tehra that similar. information 
respecting the Svistan line can be best furnished in St. Petersburgh, 





He and I think that it will not much matter what’ moment is chosen for.taking the 

first stop towarlls effecting the exchange, if the matter jean De represented so if 

merely departmental convenience and economy. We therefore think that the best 

tuedns will be for tho transaction to bo sulmtted to tho Passa Telegraph Department 

by the Russian Telegraph Superintendent. and by the Indo-European Telegraph 
saruinent, the Legutions taking: no part unless absolutely necessary. 

Deen Superintendent here is willing to act as desired. T presume that the fact that 


the Indo-European Telegraph Department is not immediately concerned in the transfer 
will not be an obstacle. 




















(7846) No. 327, 


Sir Edvard Grey to Mr. Marling. 





ya Fo 

PLEASE refer to the telegram No. 39 of the 6th in : 
lor at St. Petersburgh on the subject of the Turco-Persian frontier 

Troquest that you will, in concert with your Russian colleague, draw up note 

approximutely in sense indicated in above-mentioned telegram. 





m Office, March 7, 190s, 
mt from His Maj 















{8001} ACEELEE 





Mr, Marling (o Sir Edward Grey.—(Received March 8) 
(algerie). P, Tehran, March 8, 1905. 





SITUATION at Shiraz, 3 4 
‘The town is in a formient, as a rest of the assassination yesterday of Kawanule 
Mull’; no danger to Europeans is anticipated by Tis Majesty's Consul, 





(8002) No. 829, 





Mr, Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received March 8.) 
No. 72.) 
Telegraphic.) P. 2 
TURCO-PERSIAN {route seat ‘ 

Please refer to your telegram No. 55 of yesterday. . 
ithe subject of my tolezram No. 16, to His Majesty's Consul-Goneral, was, the 
ommendation pat forward by the Russian ‘ico-Consul, that New Persian Com- 
sioner be dispatched, and thit Daniel Pashia be appointed First ‘Turki 
pou which Dinguired Nr, Wratislaw's views. 





Tehran, March 8, 190s. 

















{8000} No. 330, 








Vicolson to Sir Bivard Grey.—(Received March 8,) 






No. 40, 
Mesa ) 2, St. Petershurjh, March 8, 19 
T DULY commmnieated to Russian Minister for’ Fonsn Affine substance. of 












Wratista 
1, of the Ist i 





hh ultimo and Sir 
structed by your telezram 


egram of the 
nd, a 
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66 of the 2nd instant, inquired what view the Russi 
situation on the ‘Turco-Persian frontier, 

have this evening received an urgent and confidential communication from 
Mi Tsvolsky. According to a telegram received from the Russian Amiel oy 
Constantinople, Taher Pasha has been instructed to return to Urumia ant ee cme 
Tea tations with the Persian Commissioner. Itussian Governanent think i very Hole 
that Tabor has scoret instructions from Yildiz which are. at variates walk Geld 
Delegates’ general instructions. On the other hand, there seems to be no deule gt 
ever, from infornia ived from Urmania, that the Virst, Persian Delogate's personal 
relations with the First: Turkish Delegate are |, and that he ig not eompetent 
to fulfil his mission satisfactorily. In these eircums there’ is danger of the 
iseussions failing entirely, and the only way to provent stich a contingonee although 


glit be for a time only, would be to substitute sonie one else for the Ick Persian 
Delegate, 


‘The dispatch of a new Comnissioner would involve m 
rient of Mustechared-Dowloh, otie of the Porsian Delegates, who ie recommen ted hy 
the Russian Viee-Consul at Urumia as to prove « competent substitute for the 

t Delegate, would save time, ‘The Russian Ministor at Tolan law thenetors bee 

t to adopt this. course, as no oth 

ly to be snecesstul, M, de Turtwig 
the Persian 
‘ets hordering on the 
to point out the dangers with which Persia is therohy threatened, 


Russian Government would be glad to know at your earliest ‘conv 
you share the above views, and will instruct 3 
Persian Government in: regard to the Po 
should he lost, a the p 





n Government took of present 




































nich delay, and the appoint- 





















ian frontier and 





‘enience whether 
Marling’ to make the proposal to the 
Taian’ Commissioner, They consider nia, time 
ont situation deiunds prompt mensures, 











[8043} No, 331. 








Nicolson to Sir Kawward Grey (Received March 9.) 





, St, Petersburgh, March 2, 1908, 
THAVE the honour to transmit herewith copy of a lotter whieh T have rere 


from M. Tevolsky, stating that M, do Hartwig is of opinion that tho prosent monaut ac 
4 favourable one for preseuting an identic noto to the Persian Government tn respect 
Weaheir having addressed all the Powers on the subject of ‘Turkish aggressions on 


Po 
T told his ‘Excelloney that Thad been 















structed to suggest that representations at 
‘Tehran had beiter, in your opinion, be deferred until the Persian Government repeated 
thelr tmode of procedure, and T gave hin a summary of the reasons which led yon to 
fake that view, but as he had sent me the inclosed letter I would commen rate ag 
with you and ascertain your opinion, 












T have, &e, 
(Signed) A. NICOLSON, 
ee ee 


Tnclosure in No. 331, 
4M, Isvolsky ta Sir A, Nicolson, 


cher Ambassadeur, Le 15 (28) Féwrier, 1908. 
S de recovoir un, télégramne do Mf. de Hartwig, nvannongant quo. le 
uvernenent de Sa Majesté le Schahi-a recu des nouvellos eonfirmnnt le 
Le Soondj-Boulak par les troupes de Fazil Pacha, Co résultat ¢ 
héran_exelusivement & Taction commune de Angleterre et do ln Te 
le Ministro des Affaires Btrangtres lo Perse. vieut Woxpriner a eat Gut, pae ln 
i Téliétan, sa reconnaissance au Gouvernement 






























ire de notre Représentant 





croit quil serait opportun de profiter de. cette occasion po 
fro, conjointement avec son colldgue d'Angleterro, en r6 

ulaire Persan, une note idontique tendant a exposer 
tout particulier que Angleterre et ont jous de tout t 








Russi 





aps dans los différonds 
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‘Tureo-Persans. Notre Représentant est davis qu'un pareil mode d'agir fournirait & 
Mouchir-ond-Dovleh Voccasion de faire ressortir aux yeux du Medjliss Vinter 
commune des deux Puissances & Constantinople & sa juste valour. 

Jo vous serais trs reconnaissant de vouloir bien me faire sav 
Londres est enclin & partager ect avis, et, le cas échéant, de provoquer de: 
4 Mr. Marling dans le sens de ma présente lettre, 








ir si le Cabinet de 
structions 











‘otre sinedrement dévoug, 
(Signé) — ISVOLSKY. 





[8073] No. 332, 
Mr. G, Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received March 9.) 





Constantinople, March 4, 1908. 
LHAVE the honcur to forward herewith a despatch from the Military Attaché to 
this Vinbassy a report on recent movements of ‘Turkish troops to Khanikin on the 
Pureo:Persian frontier. 














I re, &e. 
(In the absence of the Ambassador), 
(Signed) G. BARCLAY. 
Tnclosure in No, 392, 
Colonel Surtees to Sir N, O'Conor, 
(No.1) ’ : 
Sir, Constantinople, March 4, 1908. 


T HAVE the honor 








steady 


sition to the fact tha 
Khanikin, thus— 








sary on mules 
Mno battalion, 100 strong, arrived r 

February 24th —b5 camel louds of ammunition and 38 of military store 

Klhanikin from Bagdad, whonce it is reported that tho Thtiat are ed 
Is seized for transport, ‘ : 

March 3rd.—Ordors had heen received for the dispatch of 4 battalions of infantry 
from Diarbekir to Khanikin, so soon as they could be replaced by Redifs. , 

The object of this movemont is not at present clear, but it is suggested that it has 
Doon considered desirable to havo an effective force at hand wherewith to cope with any 
possible rsing on the part ofthe Shiahs, who predominate munerially in this istrict. 

T have, & 





, and 


























Signe T, CONYERS SURTEES, Colonel, General Stuf, 
by aia Military Attaché. 
(8281) No. 333, 


Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received March 9.) 






at Teliran, it would appear that the 
appointing Forcign Advisers. 


iy of Persian Government 
a ote. Neverthieless, the Tussian 
Government quite agree with Tlis Majesty's Government that tle interests of the tivo 
countries would be ser flected if the Pers vernnient atany time thought fit 
to appoint Advisers otlicr than those recommended by the two Governments, and that 
it would be well, therefore, to make ropresentations to the Persian Government should 
1e question assume more definite form, 5 

soe ‘any ease, Russian Government consider that it would be desirable to allow 
French Financial Adviser to take possession of his new post, and, it is to be hoped, to 
make for himself a stable and firm position, 

(Sent to Tehran.) 
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(6683) No. 834. 





Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Marling. 
(No. 32.) | 
Sir, Foreign Office, March 9, 1908, 

I HAVE received your despatch No, 30 of the Lith ultimo, relative’ to the 
proposed enlargement of the existing German school at Tehran, and the grant by the 
Persian Government of an annual subvention for its maintenance 

T coneur in your opinion that such a scheme, if carried out, would he in the 
highest degree prejudicial to British interests in Persia, and that the disproportionate { 
increase in the number of German members of the Sanitary Couneil wich, as, you 
Point out, might result from it, would he most undesirable, 

T doubt, however, whether the counter project of a national university with 

numerous foreign teachers, by which the French Minister hopes. to. prevent. the 
execution of the German scheme, has any chance of success at this moment when 
money for such purposes is lacking, and jealousy of any extension of forcign influence 
i so strong in the Assembly and in the country at large, 
‘These conditions will, of course, equally tend to render the success of the German 
Scheme itself less probable, and it may well fail through the opposition which it will 
excite, and through the inability of the Persian Govérnment to give adequate security 
for the payment of the annual subsidy. 

Moreover, the departure of Ehtesham-esSaltane. for London will deprive the 
schenie of its most prominent supporter, and your action in endeavouring: to hasten 
that event has my entire approval, 

For these reasons I do not regard the Corman scheme as at all likely to bo carried 
out in the near futuro, and any direct attempt ou the part of His Majesty's Government 
to prevent its realization would, therefore, in my opinion, not only be superfluous, but 
would expose them at the same time to the charge of hindering’ the German Govern- 

ig mission, 
should therefore confine 
unobtrusively, to frust 

















































our action in the m 
te this proposal, iu co-operation 





tertodoing all that you ean, 
ih tho Russian Minister, 

Lam, & 

(Signed) 










E, GREY, 












[8370] No. 335, 














Mr. Marling to Sir Edward 





(Received March 10.) 





(No. 73.) 
(Velegraphie,) BP. 
SE refer to my peu 
the sitnation at Shiraz, 
Yesterday the eldest son of Ki 
re wound, ‘The leader of the opposing f 
eneral, as the Kay 
who is powerless, even talks of secking a 
Strong representations are bei 









reliran, Murch 10, 1908, 
timate telegram of the 10th instant, on the subject of 









ilk was also shot at and: aus 

on. hits taken’ refuge with the 
ing: for his blood, nor-General, 
vluni in His Majes 
ade to Persian Government, 






























{8379} No, 336. 





Sir A Nicolson ta Sir Edward Grey.—(Received March 10.) 





legraphic.) BP. Si 
URCO-PERSIAN frontier. Foreign Olfiee telogs | 

T venture to poi that Muktesham i 
f Persian Del | 
is Mustech: | 
(Repeated to Tehran.) | 
| 





Petersburgliy March 10, 1908, | 
nt No. 70 of toxtay's dite, 


i name of first Delegate himself Name 
y whom Russian Goverument wish to see first Delegate replaced 















































{8000} No. 32 





Sir Kiward Grey to Mr. Marling. 
(No, 67.) 
sO THE na bet Purkey and Pe 
FRONTIER dispute between Turkey and Persia, 
Please refer to your telegram No, 72, Mr. Wratislaw's 3 
wierd fe be advanble jn you opinion, tounge that Daniel should be appointed as 
Ri legate on the Turkish C a : 
SORA to act in concert with M. Hartwig in recommending fiat oe ofthe 
Poraian Delegates, by name Mukteshem, should be appointed to immediately replace 
the Virst Persian Delegate, 


Foreign Office, March 10, 19008. 





. 21, and Sir A. 

















[8281] No, 838, 












Sir Faward Grey to Mr. Marling. 
(ition io.) Pe Foreign Office, March 10, 1008, 
FOREIGN advisors for Porsian Goverhment. With reference to Sir A. Nico! 





tolegram No. 41 of the 9th instant, 


If you cousider that such a step is necessary in the circumstances, you should act 














in concort with M. Hartwig as to making representations to the Persian Government. 
(8490) No. 339, 

Air, Marling to Sir Edward Greg—(Receined tarch 11.) 
frei Hy ) YP, Tehran, March 11, 1908. 





FORWIGN Advise: i 

Your telegram No, 58 of , a 

Russian Minister and I think that it will be sufficient for the present og 
Persian Government a verbal warning, inthe general sense of your ielesraai outs 
the 2nd March, inasmuch as the proposal in Parliament for the introduction of Advisers 
hus been shelved. 























{8601} d 


Mr. Marling to Sir Badward Grey —(Ree 


- B40, 





1 Varch 12.) 





Tehran, March 12, 1905. 

a. AN frontier. Proposal to change Commissioners. Please refer 

of the TOM inst aie 

iit Minister for Foreign Affairs seems to be Le) 

RR Hentacenaets Oe Hite leet giant Contin teetaute fe Mohteshvn, 

Sullanch, Die post of Commissioner has been declined by Musteshar-ed-Dow 

ho lattor is now in Tolan. Ho isa leading Liberal Deputy, 

lic Porsian Minister for Foreign Affairs admits that a Persian Representative 

5 shiani-es:Sultanch would not be fortleont 
fiers the latter to. bef 







TURCO«L 
to your tel 











at confuse (see 











h, 




























wh, though latter strained. ‘ 
i fo Daigel Pati Mtn Wat nn No, 22 of the Gth instant eontains 
all that [know of him, Yesterday L Situation with Mushir-ed-Do 





tie Russian Minister was also pre Tn our opink ze in the Persian 
Representative would only be produ ay Which would also be ereatet! by 
prvssing the Sultan to change the arkish Commissioner, a step which, in view 
ict that ‘Taher has received orders to return to Crmia, would, in our opinion 


na chan: 









inadvisable. If satisfactory instruct 
matter much who the Turkish Comm 


The Per r the support of England and Ru 
M. de Hartwig et request on his Government—in getting 
instructions sent to the Turkish Commissioner from Yildiz to the offesr that 
negotiations must be on the basis of the recognition of the frontier as lying within the 
neutral zone, Mohtesham-es-Sultaneh is receiving instrnetions in this sense from lis 
Goverument, ‘The latter fear that in the spring the ‘Turks will recommenco, their 
aggressions on a large scale unless tliat be the basis of negotiation. Reports of 
Turkish military preparations all along the frontier are causing much anxiety here. 


mis ate sent from Yildiz, it does not, after all, 
ioner is. 








































[8656] No. 341, 


India Office to Foreign Office —(Received March 13,) 
Sir, India Office, March 11, 1908. 
IN reply to your letter, dated the 4th instant, as to the proposed’ transfer 
to Russia of the British rights over the Vehran-Khanikin telezraph line, am 
directed by Mr, Secretary Morley to inclose, for the consideration of Secretary 
Sir E. Grey, a copy of a note by the et of the Indo-Buropean Telegraph 


Department en the two points raised by Mr. Marliug’s despatch of the Lith February 
last, viz, :— 











1. ‘The possibility that the British rights over this line may be made over to the 
Indo-European Telegraph Company ; and 


2. ‘The construction by the Company of a new telegraph line from Kazyin to 
Hamadan, and the transfer to them of the existing line from Hamadan to Khautk 


Mr, \lorley concurs generally in the views expressed by the Director-i 


chief. 








Tnelosure in No. 841, 


Note on Foreign Office Letter, dated Mareh 4. 1908, 





THE most important point brought tonotice in Mr. Marling’s despatch is that the 
Russian Minister at, ‘Tehran appears to think that, as the Indo-European ‘Relegraph 
Company is under Russian protection, his Government will he satisfied if the Britwh 
Fights over the Tehran-Khanikin line are made over to the Company. If ib is found 
that the Russian Government approve of this arrangement, it seems to me it would be 
gid policy on our part to give every assistance tovarls carrying it out, ‘Phe, Conipauy 
is one on which the British Government could apply pressure, if necessary ; but ! Hine 
found the Company always anxious to mect the wishes of Government’ in regard to 
telegraph questions that have arisen in connection with Cis-Indian Joint Purse ivatte 
Thave no reason to think that this attitude would he changed by anty concession, that 
the Company obtained in Persia, However, an arrangement of the kind for. the 
transter of the Tine would seem to be one for the Company to settle with the Russian 

vernment, as if any direct concern is shown on our side that the Company. should 
the concession, it may rot help to promote this object. If the Russian Govern 
ment propose the arrangement we could then render assistance in carrying it out, 

Mr. Marling further states iat the manager of the Indo-European ‘Tetograph 
Company cousiders that the Company should not take over the line from ‘Tehran to 
Hamadan, but should construct a new line from Kazyin to Hamndan, aud take over the 
line from, Ha: T do not think this arrangement is one that there 
need be any objection to, The Company knows that any section of the line that is taken 
over will have to be reconstructed, "The distance from ‘Tehran to Hamadan is about 
170 miles, and the distance from Kazvin to Hamadan is about 125 miles. Rut the 
Company's Tine from Kazvin already rans for about 25 miles along the Kazvin 
Hamadan road, so that the Company under their proposal would haye to crest only about 
100 miles of new Tine, ‘This would be done at less cost than reeoustructing 170 































































a2 








‘les of the Persian line, and it is no doubt for th’s reacon that the proposal has been 
miles of the ) Tine, ani 


put forward, eaed) HL. A. KIRK 





Gi 





Farch 5, 1908. 




















(8683) No. 312. 
India Office to Korern Office—(Received March 18.) 
India Office, March 12, 19 
Shy ply to your letter dated the 3rd instant, T am dire je to ay. that 
Mr, Seereta ny Mor y ea an ay CSc x oe ae ie ie 
Conuulir guard. at Ahwaz beyond. the period of six months for which its maintenay 
cns authorized, 















Tam, &e. 
(Signed) A, GODLEY. 



















No. 343. 
(8785) No. 34 
Mr, Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received Morch 13.) 


‘iran, March 13, 1908. 









ae aath natant) your despatch, No. ot the 17th ultimo, 
i mont i the il instant. 
havtery instalment fs dus othe 22nd instant 
1 proj ral Re eOHnitnly VOSPOraTAN yernment of our Tien | ay c 
which tlie subsidy is secured, and recetpts from whieh are rapidly declining, 











istoms, on 


























Xo, BE. 
[8601] No, Bt 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson. 









th Foreign Office, March 13 
leg 


weet Marling’s tlogram No. 75 respecting frontic 


SI refe 
con ‘Turkey and Versi 
IL vould, | consider 

1 should like to ly 
of whiel you should 0 











i D e circumstances, 
je preferable not to t ‘ction under the eireun 
Nieievaleuesabservations on above telegram, the substance 
ate to him. 


























{8883} 





India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received March 14.) 


India Office, March ah assy 
i sot, dated the Lth ultimo, 1 am 
6 the letter of this Department, dated the L ino, 1 an 
Mi Dy Ain, Seerotury Morley to state, forthe information of the Seerotary of Stato 
wHidn Affairs, tli tho following amounts have been placed to the vount of the 
roury of State for India at the Bank of England, inrespect of interest on the 
inde to the Persian Government = 


Sir, 
WITIL yeferenc 































bees 





SRO 1G 7 fete four-ttt 
en fh Ape 


«being atone doe 

On outta pt 

G6 1, beinige interest per 

SS alae ce Ne Le for tho peed 
{ith Apel 107, to tsth February, 1908, 

























Totil +s 





Tam, &e, f 
(Signed) ‘A. GODLEY. 


for 














[8873] 


Persian Transport Compiiny to Foreign Office —(Received March 14.) 


Sir, 


WITH referenee to your letter of the 28th October, 
the regret of my Board 
inspection of the bridges on the Ahwaz-Isfalan road, 


respectfully 


business-like manner, 


e sent to 
M 





him at once 


of this alteration in the arra 
The inspection 
16th September, indi 
ference to the Chi 
his wishes. 

We duly transmitted to our agent at Ahwaz instru 
Lorimer to seru 





structions wero carried out as soon as Captain Lorimer returned to Ahwaz, We 
ince revived advice that he has approved. the accounts submitted to him, 
As we did not carry out the inspection till two months mating that 


we were proceeding to act on the approval of 
nsuil_ at Ahwaz, and were powerless to revoke w 
jesty's Vice-Consul's later wis 
Lovimer’s representation that: this Company has fo 
with the Khans, 
‘The reports of our engineer show that th 
fonnd that there was a large accumulation of débr 


est 





brid 


painted and repaired the bridge, and 


‘the metalling on the Godar Bridge was in a similar condition—8 inches too 
thick at the west 


caused by 












defective 


they find that the era 





We 


Chiefs wecordingly, 


. Webber would he 
plans had to be altered, Mr. Barlow, who had made th 


ions, and who had been ordered home on sick Ieave, was ultimately permitted 
by his medical adviser in Bagdad to undertake the work. 





the unequal loi 


1 the metalling, 
With cement the fissures in the masonry of the piers 
did not po 


273, 
No. 846, 





Salter’s Hall Court, Cannon Street, London, 
March 13, 1908. 

T am instructed to expr 

or the misunderstanding which has arisen in regard to tho 

the same time my Board 

maintains that it has acted throughout in a perfectly correct and 













ion at tho earliest: 
d July, 1907). ‘These instructions 
hho, on the 10th August, telegraphed 
tailed for this work about mid-September. Subsequently, 

pection on previous 





and acted on by our agents abroad, w 








Our agents dispatched 
the bridges on the 28th August. Advice 
ments reached us only by letter on the 9th September, 
ras far advanced when ived your letter of the 
ing that His Majesty's Vice-Consul desired turther time 
is. It was consequently out of our power to give effect to 





to Ahwaz, and he started f 



























ions to invite Captain 
din the work, and our 





ae overy item of the cost to. be ineurr 














expressed by His Majesty’s Vico. 
iit was already past when Hl 
ane known to. us, we depreeate Captain 
iscussion of the matter 











8 be 











talled dis 








mispection was very necessary, He 

‘at one end of the Pul-i-Amarat, 

iil strain on the suspension cables, He rectified this, 
{t it in good order, 









ig @ very une, 







Vand none whatey 





‘at the enst-end, ‘The vibration of the cables 
1g was, in his opinion, the cause of a serious crack in the 
ers supporting the cables at the enst. end of the bridgo, 
nted the bridge, effected all minor repairs, and grouted 









the tw 














88, however the requisite 
rent manner, We have sub 
mira 


material to repair the crack in the 
nitted his report to the manufacturers 
tivo. piers in question should 

ing. ‘hese iron bands 

z. ‘hey cost little, but the expense of the 
them will be much the same as incurred in 



















nt at Alias that they must find means to keep 
piers under observation and carry out the work without delay, should 
are reopenin, 


that His Majesty’s Vice-Consul at Ahwaz be instructed to notify the 


Thave, &e, 
ed) HL. N. MACLEAN, Secretary. 










(Sig 














[1563] 











4B 


























(8867, 
Persian Transport Company to Foreign Ofice—(Received Murch 14.) 


3, Salter's Hall Court, Cannon Street, Londun, 
Sir, March 13, 1908. be 5 
" LHAVE tho honour to refer to your letter of the 6th November on the subject of 
fal-Khoremabud route, which my directors have had under consideration, 
not the opinions expressed by Mr, Marling, in view of which Sir Edward 
structed him to take no further action in the matter at present 
to us that, any charge against. this Company of failure hitherto to 
exploits Concession is completely disposed of hy the failure of the Persian 
ment itor to maintain order i the region throngh which the ronte woul pass. 
Hoatilo esinment on this Companys alleged roluetane to share its Concision 
ire for the cou of the roa. If so, 
sith any one else appears to imply a desire for the construction If 50, 
tay of Z Ne jon on this subject in the Assembly would be committing 
themselves cither to pressure on the Government, to exorcise the necessary authority 
in those regions, which would be procedure entirely favourable to British interests, 
or to attacking this Company as foreign concessionnaires, which does not appear to us 
a xorious danger. 
‘The only propel before us 
and transmitted to us in your lot 



























1 this connection was made by the Mouin-el-Tsj 
of the 2ith May, 1907. In our reply of the 18th 
Tune we expressed one willingness to co-operate with the Mouin, but fully explained 
ur objgtions to nogtite on the basis propose by hin, Tnany ease, we shoul nue 
prefer to wait till there is some reasonable chaneo that the il. be able odo 
what he professes, "We ate ourselves of opinion that when the tine comes at which 
the Persian Government ¢ ion will be more 
































(Signed) H.W. MACLI 





Ny Seoretiny, 


















(8916) 





Sir N, O'Conor (0 Sir Bilivard Grey.—(Receiveit March 15.) 
No, 59.) 
Welegraphic,) Ps A 
‘MURCO-PERSIAN frontier, 2 ‘ 
It appears from a private letter that Colonel Surtees has received from Count 
Gloichon that Colonel Maunsell is about to be sent out to report on the situation, and 
that he is to travel as a private individual, Considering that he has heen Military 
Attaché here, 1 think that his travelling as a private individual would not be practicable, 
and. stich a inission would involve the risk of misconstruction by the Russian Covern= 
ment and also cause uneasiness here. 
‘There would not appear to be any 
we already posse 
son him, ma ro . 
My. Wratislayy informs mie that there is little change in the disposition of the 
‘Turkish troops since last September in the district of which they haye taken 
possession, 


Pera, March 15, 1908. 























special need of adding to the informatio, 
, and in these circumstances I think it would be a 


which 
stake to 























(8965) No. 349. 





Mr, Marling to 





ir Edward Grey—(Received March 16.) 





gee Tehran, February 21, 1908. 

© WITH reference to my despatel No. 30 of the 14th instant, Thave the lionour to 
Feport that, according to what C have heard from the German Chargé d’Affaites, the 
subyeution to tie German school, amounting in all to 12,000 tomans pier annua, is by 
the Shah's onfers made a charge on the customs revenues, and that His Majesty's 
assent to the arrangement was obtained by the personal offorts of Ehtesham-e=- 
Saltanel 



















































The Minister for Foreign Affairs, with whom I had somo conversation on the 
17th instant, admitted that, from a constitutional point of view, the procedure, wag 
wholly irregular, if not indeed invalid, as the Assembly had’ not danetioned the 
subvention. At the Council of Ministers at which the question had beon discussed 
he had strongly urged this view, but he had been outvoted, and had heen obliged to 
inform the German Legation in an official note that the subvention would be paid. He 
pretended that no importance need be attached to this communication, imtmuch ae 
ho had, he said, beon careful to state that the arrangement. was made by the Shale 
orders. The Shah's order being unconstitutional would be rejected! by the Customs, 
and His Majesty would never have to pay a shahi himself, 

1 told his Excelleney that T thought the German Legation would give quite another 
significance to the note. 

Sani-ed-Dowleh, the Germanophil Minister of Education, has assured Mr, Churebill 
that he took much the sanie line as Mushir-ed-Dovleh, but from other remarks male by 
Baron von Richthofen I aim foreed to the conclusion that as much responsibility lie, 
with Sani-ed-Dowleh as with the President of the Assembly. No doubt, too, Mukhibe 
Saltanoh, who, it will be remembered, made such strenuous eflorts’on behalf of the 


Gorman Bank Concession last spring, was no loss forward in championing tho Geruuia 
‘eause on this occasion. 


























Fhaye, &e. 
igned) CHARLES M, MARLING. 












18966) No. 350, 





Mr, Marling to 





Edward Grey.—(Recewed March V6.) 


(No, 88,) 





% ran, February 26, 1908, 

WITH reference to my despatches Nos, 29 and $1 of the M4th instant, [ ‘have the 
Honour to transmit herewith copy of a further letter, dated Miandoab, the 29th ultimo, 
from Dr. Vartanian, Mr. Vice-Consul Stevens’ correspondent, giving an interesting and 
vivid description of the evacuation of Saoujboulak by Rirman Firma and the oceupntion 
of that town by Mohammed Ral Pasha’s troops, As T had tho honour to report im iny 
telegram No. 64 of the 24th instant, the ‘Turks left the city on the 22nd February, and 
were therefore in possession of it for thirty-one days, 

Captain Haworth reported on the Sth instant, from Kasr 
Governor of that place, Semsamecl-Mamalek, who is also Chief of the 
confident that the Persian. tribesmen wou 
struggle with the Turks, but declared 
orders. Most of the Sin 
the frontier. 

‘The Vali of Pushti-Kuh is stated to be at Bedrai with sev 
He had come thither by forced marehes from Diztul, where he 
revenue, 

Captain Haworth's reports show that the ‘Turks have sent three sins, eighty mule- 
{had of ammunition, and detachments of 100 eavalry, 150 eavalty, and 400 infantry (as 
‘eported in my telegrams Nos. 37, 88, and 46 of the Sth, 7th, aid 17th inst pou 
ively) to Khanikin, On the dth instant the total ‘Turkish foree at that place ‘was 
trom 700 to 800 men, while there aro 400 at Bedrai and 400 at Manda 

T have the honour also to inclose an extract. from a private letter {rom Mr Consuls 
General Wratislaw dated the 30th ultimo, which shows that the Persian Comiai 
has Jatterly developed unexpected: qualities, 

T have, &o. 








Shirin, that the 
injabi tribe, was 
ul give a good account of themselves ih a 
hat they would not move except on written 
\jabis are at present in winter quarters on the ‘Turkish side of 











‘eral thousand sowars, 
had been collecting 












ionor 





(Signed) CHARLES M, MARLING, 
ee 





Tnelosure 1 in No, 350, 


Dr. Vartanian to Vice-Consul Stevens. 






Dear Sir, Miandoab, January 29, 1908, 

YOUR telegram was received by me on Monday last, and I answered it the same 
day. Are is the report in detail of the Kurdish attack on the eity of Saonjboulal, 
and, later on, how Firman Firma left the city and came to Miandoab, 











; <yecting the arrival of his 
On Satuniay, the 110H Janney, Firman, Firma was ox cet the arial of Bie 
Sarre a gcorted by same 800 Shalseven lhorsemen, from Ardebil. ‘The 
Hol ar ee the command of Luthllsh Khan Serie, ihe: caravan) nas 
copes ace a2 oreo Eira, ineluding his cash, worth 
oath ¢ and furniture of Firman Firma, ie sh, worth 
Ce He ace ene te ci avan W « loaded with ee Darley, flour, ri 
qa naa the Kurds were threatening Firman, Bayiz ae il 
mclanunacttie Sheieiea-stm that sas ie i ae 
from th city he (Bayiz Agha) will attack the t aU eta? 
ee HE Ceara iz anteetend vith the exneetel ara any sent ot, 400 
horseman to meet the stl vand eseort it into the eity. |S ey Had et 
Worsenieh 10 met aaa, all on, hwmschack. They were sid 8.00 
ths Kurds anpeatel on Le tribes—Mamast, Mankur, Geoeriek, Dabokti 
Ne vith : tunis Govern has given him th ic tie at ie Hee Saha : 
Fe peat Nitay (Sona no the ake Kadir Aba, Se 
Mil ee leaders. Bayiz Agha is their wl ; the Dost aI a 
THe ae ailelot saci i guarded the Persians; whe tive‘cil 
auth a Hea, srw at aut tan na moment the ene ey 
gh uae honsands of rifles were being fired from both sides 
was tf 
helping Firman Firma). 
‘Me Bersian forees wer 
sont out of the city to oveupy the surro 


500 infantry. ‘The cavalry were 
i} emen and 1,500 infantry The cavalry 
Say ding hills, art of the ens were in the 
fi of the city, facing the Kurds a 
© (oy Jace, and part out of the cit isa 
rrinelis uy in th rea Pi ae trad Ra four cannons ba faa ie i 
aes itncto f spatace yard and to from tho ter of the tneacks., ‘he 
Tea Geta movin w Hine they were all in a lump, like so many nt fing nt the ety 
Arie fing tie Manger rifles, dared not nporael, Seon thy organi ese 
AMM tee sual pass ey hal tv Taki a olcrs and a few regu 
wold se tlien ive of 5,000 Kurs under Bayi Agha, dashed at full speed 
Pee Me ciige intending. to capture the asnall Will here (hay were nthe 
Wo Altol the tity at first), odo, this they hud to. cross abridge whiel was at clos 
SE eat hte Ae Me oan fred Hom these the sid In, 
ange of he gate the baracks, Myo sos were fred from tse at Cet 
ort o| He aiming was at sur ove hesiinting 
FE eee ray al jasmal tothe west aide of «he Si Past ft Renin 
Ce yo ealered to tneet them aiid hey, oc spel the ll fore the Kus got 
there ‘The latter, boing much more wumerous, dislodged the, Persons fry the Nil 
se uc thelr Horses, the Persians took shelter. hebind ther Monet of no gate: 
a ey and there a fieree but anequal firing took place, his 
Soot Ane Vosians faethe a eof the sun shining ht in Ut 
Thue We Ieues, being. in the open fill and w clter, were p el 
Fr ad: Kurds. on the Khaz till were informed wy, their spies that 
ci aU from Miandoab econ el Py yon ares Be is ann oar 
fievenmavan to perfection they had represented dheingeves as Heng the met of Bape 
eo gpa Aus Sangue one Besa si and sl ol be gonfsely 
{Hai Bupa Agtin, hot sith, Hap ohio dan Fate FS eR em 
ie Detsins). ‘They Inul told the Person Sertip that Bapur Aghe ait Hirmsn, Te 
Te ca ungetand guide the enravan jnto fhe ci athe Seti, asig heard 
aan ye ne Gapur Agha, aud that one fighting on the Persia sie, In live he 
K wie Re fant placeil thei in charge of the eaxavan, ain the meantine the 3,000 
SUT ee Rareucheanel i oa! DOO strong ; 1,000 des led 
{ded themselves into three, each 1,000 strong scone 
fa li hy mrt 
Wanton dhe west side of tuo road by the shore of the river, and 2,000 remained of the 
Hoe asthe division on the east side of the road hud two white gs with he 
Aalto an and tig Penan eaxateyfenehed the Bega i ae mae a bal 
sven HeaoU0 Moigemen in frontof Wien, Begeadé I about one tours le fom, 
ih ae swe cautld see them plainly From the rv Aielbeuas, Alal meee Las 
ee rated themselves from the Kurds, and, bearing white fxg, went (0 meet the 
Se ae UR ESTNGy ins, not fie, but they were sure that 
te at calle w the Begzadé hill ite of the ee a aie onan rou 
500 9 Kurds the two white-tlag bearers separa ele aan 
SA era comrades, began to fire on them, 
Persii (1, joining their 1,000 comrades, beg: z) i Dearie 
ho beans : joining they were being led into a trap, but fortunately it wa 
the Persians found out they 


iu 
Tite + they at once began to climb the Kurt Kulaghi hill, and, dismounting their tires 
5 they rs 
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horses, took up positions behind the rocks and returned the enemy's fire. ‘The Kurds 
were commanded by Haji Eikhani and Semsam-es-Sultau (Pasha Agha), 

Thi was at 8 vax., when a hot battle was going. on on the west side of the city 
between Char Dowleh horsemen and the Kurds, the latter being commanded by Bayi 
Agha and the Turkish officers Tewfk Effendi, Mustafa, and Ali Effendi. When tha 
Persians climbed Kurt Kulaghi the caravan was left to its fate; a fow dozen Kurds, 
attacking it, led away all the camels and mules, after killing the eamncldrivers and 
{fem soldiers who had no rifles (these were told to go and get their rlles im Saou}. 
Poulak). ‘The dead on the Persian side number about fifty, eluding the eamel-drivess, 
the charvadars, and rifleless soldiers. Among the dead is Vali Mirpenj, the (elegraphist 
of Saouiboulak, whio had gone to Miandoab four days azo to direct the repairing of the 
telegraph line, which had heen cut down and the poles stole: 

‘The Persians renched the cityat 8 pat, (after six hours fighting) by simply cutting 
through the enemy’s lines—by continuous firing and. galloping of their horses at the 
sume time: ‘The dead on the Kurds’ side are said (0 be 200, ‘The Porsian cunmandes, 
Vuttillah Khan Sertip, had exhibited great courage. and coolness. after using all Mig 
cartridges, he had approached a dead Kurd, taken his rifle, and fought with the dead 
man’s cartridges, He clain shot thirty-two Kurds himself, 

At about 4 rat. T went to the * hukumet.” (Governor's house), Rirman irma was 
in the courtyard, deadly, pale, but it was mot duc to fear—it was the palenosa of 
bonndless anger. He had a short Russian (ossack sword: hanging from his belt, a ting 
of cartridges, and a Mauser rifle, ‘The SheikheuleIsiam was on his right, the. Ki oy 
His left, When he saw me he said, “How are you, Doctor? Ate you well 2” ail at 
once directed me to look after the wounded, In the evening, when 1 was leaving 
palace, he asked me to stay to supper and sleep. in the palace for the wight, but L 
declined, promising to return carly iv the morning, Firman Finn was directing tho 
firing of the cannon from the courtyard on the whole he was oxhibiting great vorraie 
and coolness. ‘To repulse an army of 8,000 Kurds with only 2,400 men is not-a small 
thing. "He himself had been awake all night, inspecting the guardy and ditecting at 
what hour they should be changed ; 

The reason of this attack on Firman and on the city was ‘Turkish tri 
through Ferik Pasha, who played it on Firman Firma, While Firman was still ¢ 
Miandoab, Ferik Pasha gent him @ message, ‘The messenger yas Ali” EMfendi, with 
twelve mule riders ; he was bearing a letter from Ferik to Firma, In that letter Kerik. 
had written to Rirman requesting him not to come to Saoujboulak, “And if you do 
come,” hhe hid written, “do not ome with too large an army; the people might fear, 
and the state of affairs might change from bad to worse.” Firman did come, but wag 
caught in the Turkish trick, for listening to Ferik's advice, he did not bring u Yery lange 
army with him—only 900 horsemen and 1,00 infantry ; thence the attack on iim aed 
on the city on the 11th January. | When Ferik Pasta found out he had succeeded in hia 
tick on Firman lie encouraged Bayiz Agha und all the other Chiefs to gather thoir 
forees, attack the city, and take Firman a eaptiv had! made the Aghas beliov. 
that ly-a few hundred men, and in ease of failure he had promised to send 
regular Turkish soldiers to their help. ‘The attack was made, and failed, but no Turkish 
amy eanie to their assistance, On the sanie night, after the battle, Bayiz Aghi had 

t to Pasva, where Kerik Pasha resides, Ferik had promised help for the 
next day; the next day he extenied the time limit to five days, At the end of five dang 
Ferik had said to Bayiz, Agha, #Send me 000 camels, including the 300 eaplutell from 
Versians on the day of the battle, and 1 will send you cannons, rifles, and ammunition” 
On the same day Ferik wrote a personal letter to’ Firman ordering hin to leave Sou} 
Doulak, saying, “What right have you got to shoot ‘Purkish, soldiers?” Firmgy 
answered : “Tam not Serdar Muktadir that you should seare me out of the city, We 
have not killed Turkish soldiers; if any were killed on the day of fighting they had no 
Insiness to be there, Hereatter let your letters be official; I do. not eare for your 
personal letters.” ‘The camels which had been sent by Kurdish Ashas to Ferik Pasha 
for the promised arms and ammunition returned withont a single rifle; erik hal no 
permission from Constantinople, On the day of fighting the Kurds had planted a small 
Hag (Torkish) on a hill which is at vile range from the Governor's palace, 

On Wednesday, the 2nd January, Ferik sent a letter to Firman, saying 


“The Kurd Aghas attacked the city aud fired on you, but now they are sorry for 
shat they have done and wish to come and beg your pardon, You ure great, they are 
Your subjects, aud it is the duty of the great men to forgive the fault of the small? but 
the Aghas fear to come to Saoujboulak Test you order them to be shot, I would advise 
[1563] 40 
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you to leave the town and make your official residence in Miandoab, from where you 
Tnay send a Governor for Saoujboulak, and the Kurd Aghas will come there and make it 
tip with you through your Governor, for he will not dare to condemn them to death,” 


‘The next day (Thursday) Ferik Pasha himself came to Kusebkeriz, a village which 
is at about two hours’ ride from the city. He had 800 regular Turkish soldiers with 
him and six guns. When Birman heard Rerik was in Kusehkeriz he sent a dozen 
prominent citizens to inquire into Ferik’s intention in coming on to Persian soil with a 
Tarkish army. Ferik had said ¢o the Committee of citizens that he intended to take the 
hat they should expel Finvan Firma from the city; and that if they did not do it 
he (Herik) would make the eity a heap of ruins with his guns, Firman then sent (on the 
Afiernoon of the same day) Khodayar Khan, Sertip of Cossacks, to Ferik Ferik had 
said to Khodayar Khan the same thing he had told the citizens, addins, ‘To-morrow is 
Friday; let Birman get ready and leave the eity on Saturday: mors Ferik ba 
up hik threat by having two guns planted on x small hill dircetly in front of G 
House, ‘The citizens, fearing thie Turkish guns, hegged Perik Pasha not to fire into the 
city, promising hin: to ask Firman to leave, which they did, Firman, seeing he was lett 
without the help of the invabitants, out of fear, and himsel 

| the Turkish attack on the city, left on Saturday, the january, and came to 

iWoab, bringing all the army with him. Most of the Persian merchants also left the 
city, including the Customs, the Post Otlice, and the telegraphist. On Friday, the day 
Dolore ‘caving, Kiran ayked me to come with him as surzeon to the army, and T 
accepted the position, From Saoujnoulak to Miandoab the army was escorted by two 
ilesriders sent by erik Pasha, ‘The Government House was occupied by the ‘Turks 
Defore we lett Saoujboulak, Ali Efendi, representing Rerik Pasha, arrived in the city 
on Bridny evening and took charge of the palace on Saturday morning, before {had 
cuiterei 

the entire Persian foree here is less than 6,000 men. Shahzale 
Tinam Kuli Miraa, former Governor ei! here with 200 horsemen the sane 
day that we arived (Suturday), Serdar Muktadir (Hui Samad Khan), and former 
Governor of Snoujhoulak, left to-day (Thursday) tor Maragha, He has been accused of 
cowardice for leaving Saoujboulak lat November before he was threatened or attacked 
by the Kurds. ‘Ihe state of affairs as beon telegraphed to the Shah, but no reply has 
ine to Firman ay yet regarding his dut Ju ng from the looks ef things, Firman 
na intends to sive battle if the Turks come to Minndoab, Brea! and provisi 
cheap here, but in Saoujboulnk everything went up to five times its usual price; the 
Jasp oil was raised trom 25 krans the jood to 140 krans. 

Further news regarding the state of things here will be sent to you if it be asked 
tor, TL might add that the condition of things would not be so bad if Serdar Muktadir 
had not left the city, and it would not be as bad if Firman had arrived two wecks 
carl 

Yours truly, 
(Signed) If, DIRAN MBLIK VARPANIAN, 1D. 


Inclosure 2 in No, 350. 


Consul-General Wratistaw to Mr. Marling. 
(Private.) 

(Extinct) Urunia, January 80, 1908. 
MUH'TASHEM shows much more eapacity and energy than I expected of 
Whon he came down hiere he knew absolutely nothing about the history of the frontier 
question prio to the last three years, but T have coached him a bit, and nov he knows, 
At any rate, more than Taher, He tells me hie is convinced that, unless cheeked mean- 
‘while, the Turks will advance again in the spring, and I am inclined to agree with him, 
Reed, the solitary British missionary left here, was up at Tergayar last week, and was 
told by some of the Begzades that they are sick of the Turks and want to come into the 

Persian fold again, 
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[8967] No. 851. 
Mr. Marling to Sir Edivard Grey.—{Received March 16.) 


Qo. 34) 
ir, Tehran, February 26, 1908. 
A PARSEB gentleman, a brother of Parviz, who was ‘murdered in Shiraz 
about a year ago, called on me recently and said that the Parsees throughout Persia 
were in a state of great anxiety. Ie quoted the recent murder of Iereidoun in 
Tehran, and the threatening letters whieh have been sent to a leading member of the 
community at Shiraz as proof of the insecurity in which they liye, and asked if the 
Legation could not give some publicity to the interest which His Majesty’s Government 
take in their welfare, 

After a little discussion T agreed to address a note on the subject to the Minister 
tor Foreign Affairs, and to request him verbally to cause its contents to be communicated 
to the Assembly. 

When I saw Mushir-ed-Dowleh a few days Inter, his Exeelleney informed me that 
he hai already taken that step, and that he had also laid my note, of which a copy is 

closed, before the Shah, as he thouzht that a hint in that quarter was of more conse- 
quence than in the Assembly. 

Grahame has since reported that the local Notables and authorities are 
bestirring themselves to befriend the Parsees in Shiraz, and he himself has offered the 
aayhuny of the Conslate to the merehant who has been the object of threatens 
jiters, 

T have, 
(Signed) CHARLES M, MARLING, 


Tnelosure in No, 351, 
Mr. Marling to Mushir-ed-Dowleh, 


Your Excellency, Tehran, February d, 1908. 

MOST disquieting accounts have reached mo of late respecting the position of the 
Parsees throughout Persia, but more particularly in Shiraz and Yeu, and as your Excel 
ency is aware, a leading’ member of the community was quite recently murdered in 
Tehran itself, 

His Majesty's Government which, I need not remind your Bxcollency, takes 
very warm interest in the welfare of the Zoroastrians, eannot regard this state of affairs 
without grave concern, and I therefore have the honour to request that your Hi y 
will cause the necessary steps to he taken to afford proper security and protection to these 
peaceable and blameless people 

Reports have already been current that unless their existence in Persin is rendered 
niore tolerable by # greater measure of security being assumed to them the Parsees may 
Jeave the country. ‘The Imperial Government cannot fail to recognize what a serious 
Joss would be entailed on Persia by the disappearance of an industrial mereantile 
community such as the Parsees, and will, T feel confident, take every possible measure 
to restore their confidence in the wish and in the ability of the Imperial authorities to 
protect them from ignorant or fanatical attack and persecution, Ror this purpose T 
venture to think that no more effective stop could be taken than the punishment of the 
persons concerned in the assassination of Fereidoun, some of whom, at all events, 
Thave every reason to believe, are well known to the Imperial Government, 

Dayail, &e, 
el) CHARGES M, MARDING. 





(8968) 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey—(Received March 16.) 
No, 35.) 
Tehran, February 26, 1908. 
WITH reference to your telegram No. 35 of the 17th instant, Thave the hononr to 
transmit herewith copy of the note which 1 addressed to the Persian Government 
informing them, as suggested-in niy telegram No, 34 of the 28th January, tat Lis 








250, 


Majesty's Government consider the Persian Government by their prolonged silence to 
have tacitly accepted the conditions upon which His Majesty’s Government assented to 
the suspension for three years of the payments on account of the sinking fund of the 
Joan of 1903~ 
Tam of opinion that our position will be considerably strengthened by this step 
Thave, &e 
(Signed) CHARLES M, MARTIN 


Inclosure in No. 352. 
Mr. Marling to Mushir-ed-Dowlel. 


Your Exeolleney, Tehran, February 244 1 
I is now about six months since, by his note of the lst August, 1907, His } 
Minister had the honour to ind "5 predecessor of the condition 
1 Flis Majesty's Government were disposed to assent to the request of the Imp 
Government for tho suspension for three years of the payments on account of the 
king fund of the loan of 1903-4, ply to that conn ion has, however, 
boon received, nor has the Impe pient made payment of the amount 
pril, 1907 
Under these cirewi he honour to inform your Excellency, under 
the instructions of His M cipal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, that 
His Britannio ing {0 effect any payment, 
‘and notwithstanding: the ve had the honour 
to mako on the subject i i 
mentioned note, 
therein. 
Lavail, &e, 
(Signed) CHARLES M. MARLING. 





[8969] No. 353, 
Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey—(Received March 16.) 


Confidential.) 
Tehran, February 26, 1908. 
IN continuation of my despatch No, 25 of the ith February, I have the 
hionow to report that on the 18th instant the Russian Minister asked mo whethor I 
is anvare that Herr Mengel the correspondent of the Berliner Tageblatt” had 
{olegiaplied to his paper that during the debate in the Medjliss fornard’s action 
in conn 1 the anival of the Russian Cos foree the Consular 
saanls ab Tabreez and Ardebil a ste sed by a number of 
Deputies tat the Belaian Customs otic i I 
Thiad not heatd of it, but F was confident that no such wish had ever been voie 
to gopamite and detailed reports of the sitting, neither of which contained 
‘syllable on the subject, M, de Hartwig said he was equally certain on the point 
and he regarded the message sent by the German correspondent as a mendaci 
pt to bring on the apis the possibility of substituting Germans for the Belgi 
miployed in the Customs Administration, ‘The Russian Government would ni 
tolerate stich a thing and would, he was convineed, go to the length of taking 
jon of the northern customs themselves to prevent it, He intended to let th 
Persian Government know in the most neq maier tliat such a project mu 
not even be eiitertained ; he was about to telegraph to his Government on the subject 
and hoped Ewould do the same, I said I would certainly do so and would also give 
the Minister for Poreign Affairs a strong warn 
‘he next morning [called on the Belwi -g6 @'Affaires, who told me that ho 
had just received a telegram from his Government asking him what truth there was 
in the repeated statements appeating in the Belgian press to the effect that the 
Belgian customchouse employés were about to be summarily dismissed and replaced 
by the subjects of another Power, and instructing him, should there be any foundation 
fov these reports, to consult with the British and Russian Legations, M. de Warzee 
went on to observe that these announcements’ in the Belgian newspapers were 
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unquestionably based on information sent from German sourees, for the German 
Chargé d’Affaires had informed him only the day before that he had heen approaclied 
by the Persian Government with an inquiry whether he could not find other officials 
to replace the Belgians, and Baron von Richthofen had plainly given him to under- 
stand that he was recommending the employment of Germans. _ 

T told M. de Warzee that I would take steps at once and that I was sure he 
would find M. de Hartwie equally ready to assist him, 

‘M. de Warzee begged that his request for the support of the two Legations 
should be considered as strictly confidential, as the publication of it might create 
friction between Brussels and Berl 

pulous methods by whieh 

German, school, Baton yon 

n application from the Porsiin Govern 

meut in this ease also. 1 therefore informed yon, Sir, of the sitmation, in case you 
should wish to take any action at Berlin, 3 

In the af joon I saw the Minister for Foreign Affairs and told hin of the facts: 
which had come to my knowledge, is jesty’s Government, I felt sure, would 
never consent (0 any arrangement by which the collection of the revenues affected to 
the service of British loans would be plied in German hands; the present attempt of 
the German Legation to gain a foothold in the internal affairs of Pers in 
contravention of Germany ted assurances that slie liad nothiny but commercial 
aims to pursue in Per wowed in Berlin; why, therefore, 
were the Persian Government inyiting 5 
could only meet with a refusal 
Britain and Russia, whose good i sary for 
if she wished—as she now did—to raise a foreign loan ? Such 
to be suicidal, In any ease what could Persia expect from Germ 
componsite for the loss of the goodwill of hier two great neighbours £ 
be financial assistance, for as Herr Gutmann tind ree 
present Persia was no phice for German investments, ‘ould it be the settlement: 
of the frontier question, for the late Prime Minister, Nasor-ul-Mulk, had. been 
convinced that Germany was egging Turkey on to ay: Germany was trying 
todo in Persian what she had successfully done in Turkey, namely, obtain valuable 
Concessions in exchange for fair promises which she would never fulfil, 

‘Mushir-ed-Dowleli said he was quite alive to the fact that Persia could not afford 
to alionate the goodwill of Russia and Enghind, and she had io intention of doing so, 
He could, however, assure me that no application, suehi as Baron von Riclthofen hud 
described to,the Belgian Chargé d’Affaires, had hieen made officially or even, so far as 
ho knew, tnofficially ; and he would readily promise that so long als he was’ Minister 

Affairs none would he made, I said that with the evidence: before us it 
to question that something had passed on which Baron von Richthofon 
statoment, and his Uxcelleney replied. that le could not of course 

for what liad heen said vate Gonversation, and it was possible that 
dina —inight tive made some 
confidently assert that there liad been no. 


i whother he was aware of the intimacy existing 
Detwoun M, Priem and the German Legation and whether it was the fiet—as Tha 
heard on excellent authority—that M, Priom, at the request of the German Chargé 
A’Affaines, propared a Memorandum for the Minister of Finance intended to show the 
disadvantages for Persia of secking a foreign loan in Paris, Mis Excellency said he 
knew that M. Pricm was constantly at the German Legation, but he knew nothing of 
the Memorandum 5 and £ went on to urge onee more on his Excelleney the necessity 
of settling M, Priem’s claims so as to leave lim no pretext for remaining in. the 

Mushired-Dowleh promised to do his best and on the 26th instant the 
whole claim. was paid. 

“As regards M, Momard I think the incident may now be considered aa 
terminated, for, in spite of the wish of the Cabinet that lie should be suspended for a 
fortnight or so, he has, except for two days, been in continuous discharge of his usual 
duties. 

Thave, &e, 
(Signed) CHARLES M. MARLING, 





[1563] 4D 
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No. 





[8970] 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received March 16.) 


aes) Tehran, February 26, 1908. 
$ USIDBS being the ocoasion for he attack 08 3 ee Ete 
ed elsewhere, the introduction of the extra Ci S for the Russia 
Hee eee has again brought to the surface the latent Persian fear and 
suspicion of Russia, and th Ma 
article in connection with this matter, urging 
recall of the Iussian Minister, M. de Hartw 
somo notice should he taken of thi 
tho Bditor. 
‘Tho excitement aro 























handful of soldiers, with thei 





snl by the appearance of th Hors with 
ine gun, has heen very remarkable, ‘The ignorant see in it the prelude of Re 
invasion, aid the popular reseatinont is sel, that the better inforined do not dare to 
Senta tiie ie ia more aneasnre of precaution which the condition of Tabreee a 
NG ability of the Persian Goverument to maintain orden, amply justify 
is of over elas cominent bitter} on. th prosent anxiety of, tus to protect 
Ts and subjects on Porsin soil as Compared with her callous indifference three 
ears hgo, when thousands of Persians lost thetr lives in the Caucasus. 
soar thee iicidonts have contributed to\the, present unppnlarity of eas 
‘Lituplieated in the agurder of the Parsee banker Fereidoun, 
css himself avo Russian sujet au atin, vo 
Toy of twelve, were killed w few days ago ; 
 rMfoso persons an’, of course, entitled to i protection of the 
i ith the ‘rvaties: in force; ant although 
Lagation, in accordance with the ‘Treaties. im nl alogh there Ie nah 
lest ronson to edieve tat Me de Maravig will at otherwise, than eornvetly, it wi 
Pant Tipotble a couvines pubic opinion that he is not doing all he ean to rescue 
i iis of justicn ne tr 4 . 
Hae eee ve this oxhibition of Russophobia ig singularly iti 
Ins ut Hast come to realize tat Persia must seek finaueial assistay 
ible hor tor obtain it, Russia's consent must be acquired; but 
ihat bons noe the publi eons cable of vali Mat attacks sel a than of 
pL-nl-Matin” are seareely calculated to dispose M. de Hart to recommen 
dea pat plies excessive geuorusity hon the question of a loan. ¥ Drought 
























At least 








Seyyid, an 
self 














then from the b 
Brom a Pe 
Eivon dhe Asserabily Ii 
abroad, and that to 
vil 

























forward. 


Thave, &e. 





(Signed) CHARLES M. MARLING. 
(s971| No. 855, 
Mrs Marling to Sir Edward Grey. —(Received Murch 16.) 
0, 3.) 





‘Vehran, February 26, 1908. 
cl of the Lith TD have the honour 
) noe from the Persian Government dated the 
1 given t0 th Director of the Mint to conclude 
ii for the coinage of 600,000 tomans in silver. 
Thave, &e ; 
(Signed) CHART! 






"WITT referpnee to my dlesy 
to report that [ have received 
Bil, stant, stating tat orilons have be 
contract with the Linperial Bank of Pe 


























M. MARLING. 











{8972} No. 956. 





My Sir Edward Grey. —(Received March 16.) 
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in Persia, neludin: 

last four weeks. 





Tehran, February 28, 1908. 
01 e ustia outhly summary 

fore to transmit herewith the astial mouthly 0 

‘vsummary of the proceedings of the National Assembly, fi 





ents 


th 








Lhave, & 
(Signed) CHARLE: 


——— 








M. MARLING. 
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though 
matter. 
On the 22nd and 28rd February the House 

had been shelved for several” monthis, 
regard to the “ Inter 





Deputis 
Pivss Bill. 


interest, 


The National Assembly.—ii 

as not been inproved, 
On the 6th February the Min 
‘on the subject of the entry of 
Azerbaijan, for w 


summary 





On the. 
authori 












On thi 





M 








entourage will take n 
the past. four weeks ha 
still ut the Duteh L 





fesham 














Acceptance of the German 
Persian Government paying 12,000. tom 
inister has officially infor 
the National Assembly 























fie 









in conncetion \ 


matter 










ith the entry of anothi 


Deon 


The “ Enjumens,” or Political Societies.—A list of 100 Enjumens” lias been 


h the blame was. th 
an Director of Customs, whose dismissal the House’ vi 
tch No. 25 of the Lith February). 
On the 16th February, the House, aft 
dismissal of Assefed-Dowleh, the Ministe 
including that of having p 
of the Hou: 
Dowleh bh 






aship with the Min 
nl February four new members were elected by 
Dy the election regulations 
1. ‘The new Deput 
il they include Musi 
(brother of Mushir-ed-Dowleh), Tal 
b, C.B. (brother of ADL: 

's Legation), and Amanullah 
itanch still acts 


1 Lo 
th February an Dup 
evaoustion of Soujboulak by the ar 
made a long speech expr 
result of the negotiations. 
Shah, to the Foreign M 

iplomatie support 
On the 27th 










uuary another Lnperi 
ister of the Court (Asse 
for the good work th 


tion. 


Anotlien paper publi 
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Inclosure in No. 356, 


No. 2.—Monthly Summary. 





Tehran, 





unsatisfactory state of affairs reported in the last 





er of Commeree and Cnstoms was interpellated 
another detachment of Russian Cossacks into 

"2, quite unjustly, on M, Momard, tie 
‘oted (see Mr. Marling’s 
















another excited debate, voted for tle 
of the Interior, on various. charges, 
Mulk to return to Furs without. the 
sequence, again under reconstruction, 
inance Ministry, and Nizam-os-Sultanch is to 
‘try of the Interior 





nitted Kavam-ut- 
















the House, a procedure 
and on the Oth February four more were 
s replace Tehran members who have either resigned or died, 
nifl-ul-Mamalck: (ex-Minister of War), Motamineul= 

im-ul-Mulk, Majd-uleMulk, Hussein Kuli Kl 
Khan, head of the 0; 





















Kul 





tho Mujtehed prefenving to treat 
Wty in support of Gorman aueational 
He used his influence in favour of an 
proposal to greatly. enlarge their present school, the 
ams it year towards it, and the Horeign 

i nee, 

the 




















ied the 











‘again discussed financial matters, 
‘ho ‘old ground was gone over with 
* National Bank.” 

cript was read informing the House of the 
‘ish troops, Musteshar-ed-Dowleh (abreoz) 
ing the great satisfaction of the House for this satisfactory 
He said that: their thanks were duw to His M 
ter, and. to the for 
this matter, 





and 






















reseript was brought to the House by: 
Afkham, formerly Vizier Afkham), thanking te 
y had done and especially for the termination of tho 
extolled the National Assembly for their zeal in. tho public 
would continue their goud work, 

of anxioty as to what step the 
Rumours ave current of another impendin 
on the whole been comparatively quit, 












is reactionary 
coup dha, Init 
‘tdsed-Dowleh is 











paper ¢ 













ed the Russian Mi 





ister So violently on the Ot 

tachment of Cossacks into Azerbai 

Ken up diplomatically. The * Medjliss” newspaper lins 

rticles on the subject of the Anglo-Russian Conyention, and 
oly. publishol a translation of ain article by Profesor 
i» the same subject 














- 2e4 


i ni jan (Presi ki Zadeh, 
ied to the Legation, of which the “Enjumen Azerbaijan " (President, Taki Zadeh, 
a ‘ Eee ‘fe most important, ‘These political societies continue; to 
dean vem. --Niramces-Sultaneh’s only son, Hussein Khan, died on the 

1d jnstunt, aged about 25 years, after a Tong and painful illness, 
the Bakhtiari Khans have disavowed the language of their three 
whio called at the Legation in November si Mr Marli 
30th Novem r. iy iat an inter 
‘duv-cd-Dowle subject on the Lith, nan 
aaa olin Munieipubity is being reorganized by Prince Ki 
ns odueated in France and was foy x time Persian Representa Fon 
Attad a eonsus and has begin {0 name the streets and number the hons 
He proposes. to institute A number of 
atronts of Mohran are now lit by electricity. 7 . 
a Ree ao n ivinvident occurred which might easily have de 
sovions consequences for the Russian Lozation owing to ecicie uue : 
Amat ot Aliman Caucasian), who, had maxried a Persian woman of 
Hear Hosanna al tyr an anges mob, and in his endeavour to eseape 
wentiially: took 
The of the Russian Le 
Phe trial is now pro- 


repute, found his house sun rounded hy 
Kiled'two people and wounded others, and 
Lewalion, where he was followed by the mob, 
Glowad, arul a demonstration. was averted with some difeulty, 
coeding at the Persian Foreign Office. 4 
ree ati of Mulmrrens,® which began on the sth, Rebruary, has so far pas 

qiioily. Theanniverstisof tie: deaths of Leann Sassen was observed in the ue 
quietly, ‘The anniversin ss observed in the 
nnn wer, aid pant frown an at the | i 

ii sulted in considerable loss of life, no ineident occurred. 

Mice a Atatueaton Chermsiddtin Bey, eft Tehran on the 21st Febeusr 
ange AfTaines 


TN Count Quadi, arrived at Tehran on the 


The ew Gi r 
28rd February, 
Kain M 


the unsatisfactory Minister of Commerce and Customs, will 


prububly he disinissed owing to-n Iudtarous incident whielt oeeus y day A 


parcel oF detonators for Horn sili and vas seized by the Customs. Kain 
Fe aero ne Customs to setul the parcel to Teliran to be opened inthe presence 
of the Shah, {t-arvived at the Pal few days ago, but on beings opened was 


discovered to contain nothing but pape 


neil) G. 2, CHURCHILL, 


Orientul Secretary. 
February 28, 1908. 


Tabrees 
1. ‘the twentyefive Russian Cossacks who arrived on the 2nd January: to reinforce 
+ Consiilae Guied brought a machine gun with them. 
ea tua BotlAnnu: Neve. that a ‘Turkish General, with 1,200 
‘Navkish troops, six 8 3,000 Kunds, had entered Soujboulak, from whieh place 
Pee ett oenoe-cienral aud troops had withdrawn to Miandoab, "he Kurds 
dae stated fo have buen disinissed two daysTater, On the 22nd Rebrunry the Turks 
svere.reported £0 hi suated Soujhoulak, and the Persians were intending to resume 
ecupition of it. 
Asterabad. 
i i foreements : 100 ‘Timuri_ horse- 
‘Vhe Governor has received the following inforcements : 100 ‘Timuri 
son, 200 Keath horsemen, and the Semnan regiment. He his recovered Bity-four 
Ho Jaw trom the (wrkomans. ‘Che local Assembly having directed him not to move 
Te vump to AK. Kalleh until all the pluudered property iad been reeoversdy the 
ts can requested the National Assembly to send lim more troops or to direct the 
Teal Assembly not to interfere with him 


Resht. 


‘two more Ghilin representatives for the National Assembly have been elected. 
Prec tie Miiaherellotted, namely, six. Local Councils are being elected in 
1 «quarter of the town of Resht, 
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2. On the 4th February Amir Azam was recalled from the G i 

2 E 2 fovernorship of 
Ghilay. He bezan well, but had latterly left the whole administration in the hands 
of a corrupt subordinate, Mohtashem-ed-Dowlel; lience his recall, 

8. ‘The Russian Government, having issued regulations that bounties would only 
de paid on Boe ie in the steamers of the Caycas and Merenry Steam-ship Com- 
pany, a boycott of these steamers was started by the people of Enzeli, e 
withdrawal of the regulation, Se So Se mae vo le 

4. On the Sth February the Deputy Governor of Kasma was assassinated at 

" ry s 5 ass that 
place. Up to the 15th Febrnary the assassins had not been captured, ‘The murder has 
created a panic among other Governors of districts, Tn Fumen no landowner now 
dares to visit his properties. 

Moez-cs-Sultan, formerly employed in the Customs, recently inspected the 


Enzeli road with a view to terminating the contract with Messis, Bagheroff 
Brothers, which has now only eight months to run cs 


Meshed. 


__1, Tis reported that much whextis being exported to Transeaspin from the border 
Aistricts, So far the price at Meshed has not been affected, 

2, Meshed continues quiet, Interest has centred in the munief 
which were controlled by the popular party. Certain. re 
suppress the movement, but found open opposition. useless. 

hed, from fear of the consequences, supported the popular part 

Tlie following is a translation of a letter from Serdar Nasvullaly Khan to the 
Lurkish Mission to Cabul, which was received from Herat 


pal clections, 
sts united to 
Teading priest: in 


Po Hussein Husseini Bog, 

“ Your Petition of the 13th Jemadi-us-sini (the 2ith July) las reached me by the 
hand of your man Mahmoud Beg, You asked for 3001, for ron expenses, but 1 out of 
kindness have sent you 850/. through my agent Mohammed Osman at Kurracheo, 
Please give assiirances to your Government on iny behalf, and come to Cabul vid Mery 
and Herat, ‘he Governor of Herat will spare no pains to show you every. mark of 
respect and hospitality until your arrival at Cabul, Please give iny comjiliments to 
your companions, Mohammed Fazl, Sand-ud-Din, Mohammed Mustafa, and Reza 
Bes, and send your books to Cabul vid. Kurra 


So far as is known, Hussein Husseini Bog is a Kaimakam, and Mohammed 

Fuzl a Captain in the ‘Turkish wmy.  Snad-ud-Din_ ix @ doctor, and Mohammed 

Mustafa is his assistant. Mohammed Roy» Box. is 

servants of the Turkish Government, and Haye been granted two 

stated that they are natives of Cairo, ; 
4, Motamid-es-Sultaneh, son of the late Kayam-ed-Dowleh, lias been appointed 

Virier to the Governor-General of Khorasan, 


are all 


urbat-iHayderi, 


passed through 


during th ‘urbat, four for 


Scistan, and four for Kerman arrived during the following we 

2, ‘Timour Khan, mentioned in the last summary as a leader of robbers, reverted 
to his occupation as road gusrd as the result of action taken by the Governor 
About the 15th January a caravan of 700 camels started under his protection, 

8. On the 9th February three sowars of the Consular escort were assaulted in 
the town by Persians. ‘They brought. two of theit assailants to the Consulate, and 
son after a large crowd assembled and an attempt was made to get into the Constilate 
Dut was repelled. As the crowd did not disporse Captain Keyes sent word to Sheikh, 
Ali Akher, the leading priest of Turbat, requesting him to discourage anti-Sunni 

ich the assault was due. ‘The latter replied that as t were woll- 

he would secure the punishinent of any one Captain Keyes thought 

guilty. Captain Keyes was unable to identity any of the assailants of the Consulate, 
Jutsent the names of three men who had irged on the erowd. ‘The Governor and 

Assembly gave onlers for the arrest of these men. Captain Keyes was holding 

nquiry into the cause of the riot in the presenee of the Governor and represen: 
tatives of the local Assembly, 


[1503] ag 





stolen between Nusretabad and Bari 







A sowar with it was killed, and 1,000 tomans, 


the property of the Imperial Bank of 1% 
were subsequently recovered, 





in, were. 
L, Un the 15th February the Governor 





esigned and left for Tehran. 

Generals Cossack suard has been raised to twen 
ultan, who las been appointed 
ispalian of the 9th February on his way to his post. 


3, balram M 
itanabad, arrived at 














th Febriuiry a telegram was receive! reportin 
Yerd liad heen robbed at Nogunbuz, Ttappears that the robbers also carrie 





Some 200 sowars and 


tolen, ‘The 





correspondence bags 





Shams, on the Yezil road, and 
nding villages. 


gent, arrived on the 13th January 


looted the district round Rafsinjan about the 








nt moved off towards Bardsir and Mashi 
Horses of three stages, Nain, Nogunbuz, Cliahinoh, « 

from a caravan whieh hud Halted on the ways f 
Vith Vobruary at Chalinoh, the driver shot, aut the rfl 
guards with him taken, also four post-horses belonging to Akda, 


thus denuded of horses td the po: 





0 six men and for 












February, lis Majesty’ 
tulk advising: him to turn back. 
an adequate fore would probably 


onsul stated that the people hi 





Major Ducat was of opinion that h 














ptain Crossle, [LMS 





On the 14th February the 





1 Captain Maworth, with C 


10. sownrs. from Teh 


Zahir-wl-Mulk, 











neral of Kerman, ‘olegraphing 
d telegraphed to. 
coming 








his expulsion, 





Wat Kast-i-Shirin early 


2 Governor of Kermanshah, with 200 men of the 





Kashis, attemptey) to foree’ the pos 
roported to. liny 





‘The latter Was 





yinen with one mule gun, ar 








several thousand tomans worth of stole 





nm Serpul and I 





Whieli was supposed to have b 





ved there a few. days 








» looted by Nain Huss A party of ronghis attacked Customs, who has returned to K 


by M. Puja 





















nment his sined informed His Majesty's Lexation 
on their way to ‘Tehran 
at Kum they took 







inferested in cl 
that Naib Hussein and his pay 


Logation, hut on artivi 








officials, &e., whey 


4. A later report states that the German Agent mentioned in paragraph 
(Kerman) his appoi 


tedan agent at Kermanshial, 
of five other German firnis, 





 Vice-Consul informed Major Kennion that 
is Ministor a similar to 
on taken by the Britis 





« had received from 
on the subject of the 









il Russian Legations in 





ath” the Russians wore 
mitivr, if this should a 








1, Tt is stated that a lagi 












cossle putting up ab 
s isa great contiast 
at Bunder Abbas and Kerman, 





1 





101s to travel for him. Ie off 


House and gardon, which lave been bought hy a Russian 


in his interests, 





tended for the Consula: =. eneral the Tussi 
tablishing here, 
2. On the 16th aud 17th January a fall of 





wv canal dug by the 
whole of the w 





fizhans at Busjiab reported 


Ihe canal takes th r of the stream and leaves 








ni Government is said to 


1 inches of rain caused a flo, whieh 


none for Deh Dost Mohammed and adj 
Dost Mohammed boson dis 





ge to the town, as \ 








to the Re 





‘deney and ‘Yolograph 


all of the Toloxraph garden was: swept away, 


or to the Scistan side, but the Afghans stopped hi 
. The Cossack escort of the Russian Consulate 





e part of the east wall, 
garden were carried away 





former strength 








ads of the wes! 





il east wally Of 


and about 100 yards inore so undermined that 





obably linve to be rebuilt, 


Six. caravanser: 
nea the town 


Seistan, arrived: 











ig confirmed. ‘The Kavam's: 





d, on his return from Kul-i-Malik-Siah, told Major Kennion he others offered s Consul and the 





200 shops, and over 600 
ive persons wore killed, Persian 





pins aiid 


Telegraph employés various gavens to 
scription list for the victims of the flood ; 
Subscriptions were also received trom Ilis Majesty's 


had started the caravanserai and hoped. that six rooms would 


be finishext shortly, the 
ronain ler in the spri 


re required on the 











ns were promised. 
Hlaires, the Imperial Bank of Per 
, for whiom it is proposed to erect hou 
‘v further fall of rain 





6. ‘Vhe local Assembly at 1 
Shaukat-itl-Mulk, 

7, Major Kennion having telegraphed as 

to leave Vohra for Se 

ister of the Interior, who said t 

1, but the Persian Government would not give it to li 

rams to Teliran reporting the 

seems to be nu foundation for 


uid is said to he entirely under the influence of 





On the 28th Januar 
gandons to be again flooded, but no damag 





was done to buildings, 
Ail Mulk was: abo 





eeshiet was try Sth February. 





en the Headmen of Konartaklite and Dalilki eulmin 5 
re road hetweon those two places from the 28rd January to the 27th, On 
annary it was reporte 


8. The Karguzar has he 
Coicentration of Afghan troops on the frontio 





sending alarmist te 





and the Russian Legation, About 





caused the Resideney and ‘Telegraph 





Fars, arrived at Shiraz on tho 





nated in fight 


that the up post trom Bushize had been robbed at 
m that date until the middle of February no post got through 

















9, The embargo ayainst the export of era 
‘his is not likely to have ai 





awn on the 24th January. 





Graliame made representations to the Goyerhor-General, and. | 
d’Affaires to the Persian Government, 

e Ispahian road also continues disturbed. 

5. A leading Parsee merchant in Shiraz having received threateni 


¥ good effect as Ton; 






an post whieh left Seistan fo 





Meshed on the 21st February was 








letters, 






























8 








fon to the Persian Goyernment, with 
arses there were telegraphed to the 





ile by His Majesty’s Lew: 


epresentations were 
ieee for the protection of P 


the result that, order 
Foreign Office ’ ‘ 

6, Several cases havin: 
Governor-General, on Mi. Graham 
form of annoyance should he pats 














occurred of stones heing thrown at Europeans, the 
vsyeferring the matter to him, promised that this 









Bushire, 






sont reports thal the news of the eapture of the Hamaidi pirates 
by the British author ay ce the qull by nate ceraft from Bunder Rix, 
sid aonoral satisfaction, = In Bushite there his been open rejoicing in the coffee 
shops frequented by the sea 

2, th Assembly 
FL on aE HE aL Basitiaan have boon soparatal Trot he provines 
fas suid ie farm out to the Governox of the Gulf Ports. 


1. 











election of a representat 














of 





Bunter Abbas. 





p ‘'Pigre?? arrived on the 21st December from 
yew, assistant to thy Russian Consul, left by her 






Bush i 
for Odessa on oight months" leave. 
ea MNT ecbireclox of Gnstonna Bore aaryetlon tvs Sth Decombe 
Hehailhern appointed Director-General at Bushire, but seemed unwilling to undert ke 
thi wosponsibilities of that post. During his st alied on His Majesty’s Consul, 
Av whom Ins relations have always been most 
Mho earavan eae, heen entirely s 
the dishurbed state of the « wis wesitmned at th 
arrived from Kerman and Ls TU LS 
the Baft-Dowletabad roud being still ansal 







al, 

ispended for six week 
‘end of Decomber. 

nie by the Jirait—Bs 

















Lingad 






vd at the end of De 
Haji Hassan Samaiyeh was prostrate froin 
sts in the Oxide Concession to 





1. A German najed Boustall a nber by thie steani-ship 
© to join the firm of Wonekhi 
Phe Lingaly Agent reported thi i 
illness and had intrasted the eae of his inte 
M. Wonekhaus. 











Mohammeral. 





Moh 0 
‘his man was suspect of ine 
some secure ago. 





jr has appointed his nephew Nazim-utajjar his agent at Naseri. 
Wapested ot incising an attack on the Resideney stables at Bushi 











(Signed) B, SLOKES, Major, 


Military Attaché, 





5, 1908. 





Supplement to Monthly Summary No. 2 of Februai 


Attempt on the Shills Life, February 28, 1008. 





he paid his State visit to 
wwas proceeding at 3 rst 
ined attempt was made on his 


‘The Shali, who liad not been out of the Palace si 
the National Assembly on the 120) November las 
iis country seat at Dochantapel when a dete 











‘The procession-was formed of a motor-ear in front and a carriage behind, with 
the ustial escort of horsemen and running footmen, A little way past the house of 
{He Manager of the Tinperial Tank, and before reaching that of the Ziles-Sultan, 2 
fusillade was-opened onthe motorcar, in whieh it supposed the Shah rode, by 
some persons from the adjoining roofs, who evidently could not see into the vebicles 
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from their elevated position, ‘Two bombs were then thrown at the motor-car 
completely shattering it, and killing two persons and wounding about seven others 
The Shai, who was seated in the carriage behind the motor-car, immediately emerged 
and took refuge in an adjoining house. Great confusion of course immediately 
ensued, and His Majesty returned to the Palave on foot in safety. 

Dr. Lindley, who saw His Majesty, found him in'a very agitated condition, ‘The 











courtiers were all offering their congratulations, 


His Majesty's Chargé d’Affaires deputed Abbas Kuli Khan to offer his 
congratulations fo the Shah on his miraculous escape. 


(Initialled) 





P.O, 








(8974) No, 357. 


Mr, Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received March 16.) 
(No. 41.) 
Sir, Tehran, February 26, 1908. 
THE month of Mohiarrem is practically over, and, contrary to general anticipae 
tions, there has been no sort of disturbance, ‘There has, however, beon far less 
religious enthusiasm than usual, and. this was especially noticeablé in the small 
numbers and the lack of fervour of those who took part in the ceremonies of tho 
* Ashura,” the tenth day of the month. 

‘The long expected reconstruction of the Ministry commenced on the 20th instant, 
when Assaf-ed-Dowleh was dismissed by a vote of the Assembly, nominally for having 
permitted Kayam-ul-Mulk to return to Shiraz against the kaown wishes of the Fars 
Deputies ; the ral reason being that the Medjliss, though determined to bring about 
a change in the Cabinet, were afraid to make a clean sweop all at once, and selected 
the Minister of the Interior to begin with, His portfolio lias heen taken over by 
Nisam-es-Sultaneh, who vacates the Ministry of Though these changes aro 

ohably not final, they are not. unsatis ad-Dowleh 
certainly more satisfa un-es-Sultanch. ‘he latter 
was ageopted as Prime Minister by the Parliament. in the hope that, with his great 

perience and knowledge of the country, he would be able to restore some degreo of 
ouder; Dnt he has never enjoyed the real confidence of the Constitutional party, as hie 
is essentially a statesman of the old school which looks on office as i means of making 
mioney. If was probably for this reason that he selected the Ministry of Finange, and 
now, linding an empty treasury, he is quite ready to migrate to the Home Office, for 
which his talents aro better adapted and wh ings may still be diseoyered., 
Itis very probable that he will shortly retire altogether from publie life, 

Sani-ed-Dowleh, who suceceds im in the Minist Fi 

President of the Assembly, He spent some yems in an enginceri 

il his symy ir ince is meagre, but 
the whole he is probably less incompetent for his present post than any other 
possible candidate, ising unsound commereiid 
and fnudustvial schemes; Mut. he has c« liberal ideas, and it- may ho hoped 
that M. Bizot will find him manageable, 

A\ report of further change, viz,, the dismissal of Kayam Makam by the Shah, 
Nias just reached me 

During the past month the Shah has abstained from overt interference in the 
alfairs of the country ; but cireumstantial rumours are current that he is preparing 

tition for which appears to he a report that he 

i Mohammerah, and that his retainers from Veramin 
i force, ‘he political 

him 
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‘The popu faction with the Assembly is gaining strength, 
to meet the general demand for an improvement in its composition, a number of 
Yaeanicies caused by death or resignations have been filled by new Members selected 
liy the Assembly itself. ‘The publie proceedings of the House on the other hand tend 
40 become more and more formal, and all real business is conducted either in secret 
sittings or in the private meetings of the various Committees of the House, ‘The 
n is pernicious, as it gives greater facilities to powerful Deputies to work in their 
sonal interests, and it is one of the eauses of the growing discontent with tho 
is, however, likely to receive further extension by the creation of a 
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nil in order 
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Medjiss club, a proposal made by Ehteshem-es-Sultanch, who apparently in despair of 
getting any practical results from the Assombly itself, believes that the only remedy 
fs to transfer its functions to a private and irresponsible caucus. j 
‘The general summary for the month shows that there is no real improvement in 
the condition of the provi shiraz. remains relatively quiet. ‘The arrival of the 
new Governor, Sahib Tkhtiar (Vazit Maklisous), has passed off quietly enough; but it 
Femains to be seen what will be the vesult of the appearance of Kayam-ul-Mulk, to 
whose retimn the Governor agreed, in spite of the known wishes of the Fars Deputies. 
T myself strongly opposed the proposed return of this powerful but intriguing Chief 
Jast'autumn ; Init as his detention in Tehran did not seem to conduce, as the Persi 
Government thomselyes anticipated, to the restoration of order in Fars, contented 
myself on the present oceasion with g to him a strong warning that the 
renewal of disturba: be the signal fora demand for his recall. The gow 
mont of the province will virtually be in lis hands, as he has accepted tho task of 
collecting the “mallyat” a duly which may, Mr. Grahame anticipates, create 
Aifficulties between him and the Governor, and Sahib Tkhtiar, who is not a strong 
nan, is already somewhat apprehensi 
Hashinat‘uleMulk the Governor of Seistan, has been trying by means of bribery 
jon to return to Seistan, as his only chject is to gain the Governor 
in, which is now satisfactorily administered by Shaukat-ul-Mulk, and his 
to Seistan could only lead to disorders, T have obtained verbal assurances from 
he detained here, 
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robin 
‘Mushin ed-Dowleh that he wi 

Youl and Mashan have been pmetivally in the hans of the mobs Ispahan is 
added to the list of provinges without a Governor; and Kerman has sent a message 
to its Govemoredesignate that he will Y. 

Caravan traffle between Bushire (still, no post having 
suceeded in passing since the Lith ) qually serious state of affairs 
prevails on the ‘Tchean=Yerd rond, on whieh communications are cut: by the presence 
of astroug band of brigands at Nain. In the east there has been a somewhat sorious 
robhory of te post between Nasratabad and Birjand, 

Mushir eds Dowleh has also informed me that there has been. 



























serious disturbance 











in the jeighbourliond of Khorremabad and that the local ¢ ally 
Wosioged by Laue tribesmen at Kila-eleA flak, 
1 have, &e, 
geil) CHARLES M, MARLING. 














No, 858. 


{8975} 


Mr, Marling to Sir Bdward Grey—(Received March 16.) 


(No. 42. Confidential.) 

Sir, Tehran, Kebruary 28, 1908. 
| TAYE the honour to transmit to you the accompanying copies of correspondence, 

received throusl His Majesty's Consul-General at Busbire, including an excellent and 

exhaustive Report by 

Uup reular conmunienti 

and Pusht-i-Kuh 

‘he scheme put forward by Captain Haworth would, if put into execution, 
undoubtedly: prove to be of considerable value to British trade, and is in all probability 
the Test, and least impracticable, alternative to the direct Luristan route through 
Diztul, Khurramabad, and Buryjird for which the Persian ‘Transport Company hold the 
Concessio 

Until Captain Haworth has himsell heen able to travel over the route in. question 
and obtain first-hand information in regard to its possibilities, [ feel some diffidence in 
making any observations on tho subject, 

In general L have little to add to the remarks, in which I entirely concur, made in 
Major Cos! covering despatch to the Government of India, of the 29th December last 
(inclosed herewith ), but 1 venture ¢o point ont that Pushti-fKuh, thanks to the character 
Of its ruler, enjoys a measure of order and tranyuillity somewhat unusual in_moderu 
Persia, and that should the Wali be interested in the project his support will be 
reasonably satistnetory guarantee for the peace of such part of the road as lies in. his 
tlominions The road, however, passing underneath the westem slopes of the Pusht-i 
Kuh Mountains, would be unpleasantly near the undefined frontier, the vieinity of 
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which has for many years been a sort of Tom ‘Tiddler’s ground, preyed upon by nomad 
tribes, whose conveniently indeterminate nationality make it impossible—as was shown 








in the ease of the attacks on the “ Shushan”—to fix the responsibility for their misdeeds 
on either the Ottoman or the Persian Goveriment. 
Thave, &. 
(Signed) OHARLES M, MARLING, 








Tnelosure 1 in No, 858, 


Consul Haworth to Major Cor. 





hie.) Kermanshah, October 10, 1907. 
UNDER new Treaty if right to Concession for Bagdad road is purchased by the 
Russians they can destroy our large trade in Manchester and other goods by rebates on 
tolls to Russian firms, “Scheme for the Concession of the Pusbt-i-Kuh road is being 
forwarded by me through Bushire, We should be helpless if this Conecssion were given 
to Russia, Route will supersede the Bugilad route, which entails transit duty, ‘Turkish 

legal charges and heavy ayeney fees. Lynch charges 5 por cent. Kermanshah is 
S marches from Mohammerah, while vid Bagdad takes [2] months, 

Rough estimate of the expense is as follows ;— 






















Fourteen caravan 
‘Two water resery 





is at 9,000 rupees each, 
at 2,000 rapes each, 
Improvement of track for mule transport 10,000. rupees 
Burton's Report). 
Allow’20,000 rupees for tnforescen expenses, 
‘Total 1,60,000 rupees, 








for details of route see 









Carayanserais would be reproductive works farmed ont, Sugzest royalties to Wali 
of Pusht-i-Kuh for guarding the road to two marches from Dizlul, whenee arrangements 
would have to be made by the Consul at Ahwaz, [ could arrange to have grain and 
supplies for caravanserais 1 consider T could make scheme an absolute suecess and 
that it would revolutionize trade with Persin, As a defensive measure, would include in 
Concession Khurramabad road as far as Khurramabad. My proposals include other idea 
as to agency, &e, 

If Government are not anxious to take up the scheme personally, 1 can get a 
concessionnaire who is « British auject. who would bo willing to'do so ona, lon from 
Government by instalments as required, with buildings as erected as security, and leavinse 
organization and supervision in my hands, ‘Die Imperial Bunk of Persia aecept the 
Samne terms, but T emsider it to he important that the organization should remain 
with me, 














Tnelosure 2 in No, 358. 


Consul Haworth to Major Cox. 

(No, 55.) 

Sir, r Kermanshal, October 2% 1907, 

_ I HAVE the honour to address you with reference to the subject of the 
improvement of the prospect of British ‘trade in the district fed from the towns of 
Kermanshah and Hamadan, 

___ The former town supplies Burajird, Senna, and the Pusht-i-Kuli country ; the In(ter 
Senna, Sultanabad, Doulutabad, Nehawend, and in certain classes of goods, notably. 
Mauichester goods, Tabreez and 

Unier the new ‘Treaty prac whole of this country is earmarked to. the 
Tiussiuns for purposes of Concession. We have, liowever, a large trade already existin 
in the districts I have named, and the imports of Manchester goods alone form one of 
the largest entries in the Kermanshah customs returns, while this year's exports 
of that chiss of goods from Hamadan to Tabreez have, notwithstanding bow 
exceeded previous years. 

‘Phere is no question that it is not intended, under the ‘Treaty, that we should 
surrender this large trade into Russian hands, at the same time under circumstances 
which it rests with the Russians to produce, there is, equally, little doubt: that but 
a small portion, if any, of this trade will remain to us unless vo take measures to 
preserve it, 
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is trad Persia is vid Bagdad to 
‘The present. route by which all this trade enters Persia is vid Bag 


e od it is distributed Koes 
Kermanshah and Hamadan, whence as noted tributed as eis 
cera ctatand thal Tor the next two years the Concession for this road I 











Persian, who, up to the present, ins takeiy up action on bis right Mae it as 
this be correct or not, for it would he easy for the Ru 


it nro. years for its 
Power to purchase the right if they did not propose to wait the two years for 


SAPIAVith the road a Russian Concession, and with the very complete system of 
iounties followed y that country, competition would sion e made imposible. 
he toll on moles on the Kazwii-Mamadan oud is 4 Kras per Head with 
similar ebinge, and a reasonable, rebate to Russian firms, but few loads mould e 
Import rough Bah ayents Tc once de pen, door were pase ts advange 
alld eenseand 1 think Hil beanie tat ence the importing agents were Russian 
firms, Russian goods woukd gradually oust the British articles which las hithert 
1 I eA a pea ot aol a 
dvantages 3 : 
MONT is ineoncolyable tial the Rsns wll not ens am ope suc a prolal 
Husiness, and il follows that where they produce similar goods ¢ fatten 
en Aa ‘ind in otlice cases they will act as they have in the case of tea, 
Hi vill take eate thal all goods so Imported come through Russian middl Me a 
bs TW He ci s then to us to sce what steys we can take, not only to protect ve ae 
lich exists bul-to exploit the large narkel which sill renting untouched, and whieh, 
Ay Lunve mentioned in-my dinties, coild wnsily be gained. (In th reference T would 
point tothe samples whet, T obtainell from the Caynpore ealles Billy and heh 
Pe-ulted iw an inmmouinte order for close on 1,cO0L worth of goods, ‘ 
ae eeeeieettiied eit he Bagdad route since tint Teame to Kermanshah. 
Fee insteange tale fs dpentent on, the fem steamers whi are 
lowed to jy on the river, anil consequently goods are detained for long periods at 
TE ae te TENE tape Rhargesc tp. opal, aniounting oper eemtcs 
donstiat illegal chnyges, varying from 1 to 3/per cent, s- and, lastly, leary agevey 
charges, [any quote Messts. Dynehy whose charges are 5 per cont. under this hes 
alone anyother route cont be found which sould obvinte these difficulties the whele 
Persian trallic would very soon be dellected to that route. oe 
Fo eet Moitas exlaevone paily, one wlolly-—ithout the sphere which ia open to 
aarti fi ho, Mfolunumerali-Ahwod-Ieurranxbad Haran rout, open tonsa 
ss somenTiere nearaliove Kinuramabad. Tt is open to the Russians throughout its 
TET CUI Hear ae Tae ROTHSTa TCO NS oa de to nage that ths rte wll 
He Teuibte for aome. years Go come, and for te immediate presentwe have little interest 
2 RS AN ued aan pia ih ist 
N fe ane lis route that draw attention, 
Keronnsbih, ad Tt is to this sonte that F dra attentions 

















st_mn eye on such a profitable 
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road, t 











i i tons gether with 
J atiach herewith a précis mae from Burton 
at T eonsider nvcessiny (0 inake the road practicable as a niule 1 sete 
MES Sern Re Tre alk tlartech “stages. from Dehlata, in Pash(4:kuh, 





to Dial, In my original and’ telegtaphed estimate T adhered (o these stages, 
nuthin 








8 stawes from Kermanshah to Debbala, 
13, Dehbala to Diztil. 
10 Diatul to Mohammerah, 











be ever, iL will be se y of the distances are 
On relorence to the précis, however, it will A : 
sonal 1 to 14 aes, or Hite more than hall charwarlars onlinary, ange a 
{ave accordingly ent dovn the thirteen stages to ten stages. ‘Meso also are not 
aubiteasy and should the scheme be approved it would be mecessary to travel over the 
road, and, after careful examination, €) decide definitely whore caravanserais sould be 
eM Fey take Major Burton's Report as a statement of what ean in actuality be 
fotmd, in case it is not possible to improve upon it. ‘The distances, however, are Keay 
mcquial, ad there is litte doubt from the general tenor of his Report that the marches 
could He more eialized i rains i es 
a it tt distance from Dehbala to Dizful is estimated at 184 miles, whieh would 
give ten average marches of 18:4 miles each.) 
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Thave no copy of Major Baird's Report, but I discussed the matter with him, and 
his opinions were in accord with the possibility of the scheme, 

My origival information, and Captain Gough's tour, showed five warches to 
Pasht-i-Kub, ie, Dehbala. Shawal Levi, a Jew and a British subject, in whose hands 


lies the entire Pasht-i-Kuh trade, tells me that only three marches need be alloweil it 
would be safer to put it at four marches, 


hus the revised distance would be— 














Stages, 
Kermanshah to Dehbala, & at 
Delibals to Diafat ie = 10 
Dizful to Ahwaz: oy oh 
Aliwaz to Mol pets mn Toes 

WI) ns Ge ak eae Salil 


It will then be necessary to allow thirtee 
Dizfal, Thave allowed one extra caravansei 
Thave ealenlated at the rate 
rate of exchange, to 9,000 rupees, 
{is certain that one water reservoir will be required at Khushkadul; 1 have allowed 
F asecond, ata price of 2,000 rupees each, 

T have allowed 10,000 rupees for mending the rond, 
would repnits be necessary, In Persia, also, the muletecr is, not exacting, as any one 
who has seen the main arteries of the country will admit, 

Burion mentions that bridges would he required for varions irrigation channels 
between the Karkhah and Dizful, ‘The common system in Perain is to lay down halfeas 
dozen poplar trees side by side; to cover these with brusiyvood, and then to ram the 
whole lot down with earth, thus at a trifling cost a bridge iy made which answers all the 

poses required, even on tie post carriage road to Sultanabad the bridges across the 
irrigation channels are made as above, 

At the Karkhah it m sary to have w ferry, but there is no reason why 
this should ie an expensive business, A tlying or swinging bridge, of the pattern shown 
in the * Military Book of Fortification,” would answer the purpose admirably at a sinall 
cost, A modification of this system is in daily use in Kermanshah, neross the Karast, 
when the river is unfordable, ‘The pontoon of this bridge will carry four horses at 

. Fit the route all that would he needed would be two such pontoons to earty 
ules each, 

T have allowed 20,000 rupees for contingencies or wilor 
total estimated cost is 1,61,000 rupees. It stands to reason that an estimate, made 
without travelling the road must be extremely rough, but with the exception of. the 
repairs to the road Ue items are taken from average costs of such works, while under 
“contingencies” I haye allowed a large s 


‘The road being complete, there rest the two important points of supplies. and 
cuatding: 

In my précis I have shown that at every stage but. one supplies aro obtainable 
within easy distance at the proper periad of the year; the only question lies in storing 
them. T have been obliged to take the Jew, Shaval Levi, into my confidence, He 
informs wie that he would take over the contract for supplies, and dds tliat he knows 
tat the Wali of Pusht-i-Kuh, with whoin he is in constant toueh, sould be only. too islad 
to join him in the matter. 

‘There remains the question of guarding. ‘The Wali’s territory extends to the 
hikwo, two marches trom Dizful. 1 would recommend a royalty per mule to the Wall 
tor guarding the route as far as it lay in his district, 

Stawal Levi, again, informs me that he knows that the Wali would yeleome the 
project, and would undertake the guarding of the roud so far as it lay within his 
tominions, ‘The Wali 1s supposed to be pro:English, 

‘The Jhikao is but tvo marches from Dizful, and from thenee the Vice-Consul at 
Aliyaz could no doubt arrange matters on a similar understanding. 1 note that in the 
atest diaries it is stated that goods have reached Dizful from Ahw 

{n my original plan I had proposed to work the road between Mohammerah and 
Aliwaz, but om counting the cost I see that it would be probably tov expensive. as 
A start. If the river could not compete with the traifie it would he necessary to lise the 
road also, 

With twenty-four marches, on this route, it would be 
vanshali in thirty-one days, in Hamadan in thi 
[1563] 


n earavanserias between Kermanshah and 
rai as a safeguard, 
of 8,000 tomans per cara 





serai, equal, at the present 











At only five of the stages 





































eseon expenditures thus the 
















































possible to land goods in 
ix days, and in Tehran in forty- 
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i is with the present route, where goods cannot he hoped for at Kerman. 
Fane i yates thgce or fone months frm the date of arrival at Bassorab, and 
they Ae a reanierl isthe comparative cost of the two ronds.. ‘This 
in alittle ficult to estiniate accurately, as it entails comparison Hetwesn, eariage oF 
the shipping ton and the actual weights as carried by mules. Chee 
Joad from Bussorah to Kermanstial costs on an average 814 to ¥ 

My calculation is as follo 


fromiad ermanshiah, 7 tomans per mule. 

Average sate from Bagdad to Kermanshah, 7 ¢ 

Vera site from Bussorah to Bagdad, 32s, 6d. per ton. ae 

Aer ate jimcin Persia, one-half Kharwar, oF 825 Tbs., and therefore equal to 
mecreventi of ton 3 net 
a eae ti me rnule-load. from Taedad to Bussorah i, then, TUE rans 
allowing one mule-lond ns the differenee between the shipping ton and its veal weig 
wwe take six mule-londs to the ton, 34 a 

(Or BI} to 34 krans for the whole journey per mule. 


i i ages of the B 
‘No compete with this and still Keep the disadvantages of the B mY 
aosct Co thet new route it Would be necessnty to Keep. the price of the Foal jnorney 
cuween Ahwaz and Kermanshah down to 80 krans, leaving the odd few krans as 
e-load on the Karan Ri 
ea ei ile newroute could aod to be a trifle more expensive 
ston the money thereby 


On 4 regular the 
to raise his prices, tn order to avoid th 
importor of british goods cont: depen, L would reco 
subsidy, as used on the Seistan Hy e. for the shee At 

tf could arrange this, and will return to the subject cE ont 
dt ele dogplate hw E propose this ayaten sould be worked. My object, then, would 
be to keep the rite Mown to s0 kians for the journey, and L would estimate the subsid 
1 200 eu ensen. teehee 
E: it aa) iy noted that this would make it impossible for a foreigt re au x . 
any toll for mules should they be in possession of the Bagdad route, and thar ey 

los carrying their own goods. Lah On cser et 
rivet eanclision, earavanserais would, be reproductive works, for it is east omar 
change for the hite of rovins, iy addition to the profit made over selling grain lo 
animals. 


Pane Uf. 


ty ion to te delays. on dhe rol which, make trade with, Persia ditt, there 

o other eauses which have hindered the expansion of British trade. ‘ ; 

are te frequently asked a nicrehant why fe hay importel a cert nati hen ie 

could de much fetter in Bngland, The ansiver has been, “1 do not know where to 0 

im England” sanmartze the reasons why more articles of British miasniiacture are not 
founil in genoral (ax opposed to special) trade ns follows :— 


1, Want of © means of conneetion between the merchants in England and those 


2, Want of facilities for ordering and forwarding, goods. 
3) Want of connection between English and Persian merchants, 


"his dicalty is one thet ean be very easily remedied. | In Kerman I was not ery 
strongly in favour of sample rooms, for reasons which I gave at o 
sroteYarcthat one. of tho ebiet of hem was the difieulty of finding an agent mh 
was capable of doing the ‘work, This reason dows not exist in, Renmanshal and 

amiadan In both places Lean find men fully fitted. In Hamadan we are particularly 
Fania, for the agent of the Imperia! Bank: of Persia would take up the or in 
sihich he wonld be assisted by his son, who was educated in England. T propose then to 
Hhatitite. at both places sample rooms in eharye of agents, who will wot ovly shiow the 
articles sent them, but will visit the merchants af their olfiees and aet at loen! commere 
travellers, é eae ee eae 
thse agente would biok onders anil be paid hy the pereentage allowed by the 
firms for whom they trade, Por the Of these mates I propose addressing the 
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Chambers of Commerce in India and the Board of Trade in England, 1 may: 
mention that at Hamadan the custom when dealing with Manchester firms is as 
follows :— 





‘The merchant in Persia pays a deposit of 10 per cent. on giving his order ; the firm 
then engages to land the goods at Bagdad within six months of receipt of instructions, 
and they hand over all papers connected with the goods to the Shippizg Company, who 
release the goods on receipt of the money due, As T have already noted, agency fees 
at Bagdad are a heavy item, though probably few firms charge 5 per cent, like Messrs, 
Lynch, who have the advantage of being the shipping agents, Now Twould suggest, 
should my scheme be approved, that Government should place one agent at Moline 
merah anda second at Ahwaz. ‘The system would then be that an order would he 
booked at Kermanshal, or at Hainadan by the local British agent, and would he 
dispatched to the firm concerned. 'The firm would then dispateh the goods to the care 
of the British forwarding agent at Mchanmerahi, who would forward them to Ahwaz, 
where the agent would send them on at subsidized rates to the agent who had ordered 
them. 

‘The method of releasing goods would have to be decided, as it might be dangerous 
for the agent to receive all money without an inspecting olicer, At the worst the 
present system could be adhered to: 





























Until the Pusht-i-Kuh road was made possible, would sugest similar appoi 
being made at Bussorah and Bagdad for forwarding purposes, 1 have noted that goods 
lie tora long time at Sussorah, ‘Thero, however, in addition to Lynch's boats, Turkish 
oats whieh trade on the river, and the agent ab Bussoral,, in consigning. tlie xoods 10 
the azent at Bagdad would be able, where opportunities appeared favourable to use the 
‘Turkish steamers and thus saye time, ‘These agents would, of course, work under the 
eye of the British Consular officers, and would thus be able to escape illewal charzes jn 
Burkey, 

On the Pusht-i-Kub road being ready, these men could be shifted! to Mohammoral 
and Ahwaz, they would know their work, and so would not wake mistakes instal 
thenew road. Ihave noted on the desirability. of having a subsidized transport set 
‘This appears the best method of assisting trade in Persia, as a foreign Power, in ord 
compete, must spend money in.a similar way, and thus inereases his expenses, which are 
possibly already large in the form of bounties, 1 would then recommend that, wtil 
the now roa! is ready, T be allowed to employ similar means on the Bagdad road. ‘Then 
on the completion of the Pusbt-i-Kuh road all the machinery would be ready, and would 
only requite transfer from the one route to the other, 


iments 

































Parr TIL, 


‘To summarize, my suggestions are:— 





Je roud botw 

t roughly estimated at 160,000 rupe 
Appointment of agents at Kerman 

agents. Op 





1 Mohammerah or Ahwaz and Kerman 
» but mainly reproductive, 

hah and Hamadam {0 act as anpaid commer 
ning of sample rooms at Kermanshah and Hamadan, Estimated cost 
at each place: 5 rupees per menscin for rent, 200 rupees initial expenditure, 

3. Appointment of paid receiving and forwarding agents at Bussoraly and Bassdad, 
to be atterwords transferred to Mohammeral and Ahwaz, Estimate 1,800 roupeos per 
annum each, 

4. Installation of a system of subsidized transport between Kermanshah and 
Bagdad, to be transferred to the Ahwaz-Pusht-i-Kuh road when ready, Estimate (the 
question would require ty be raised, and the number of mules required to be settled betore 
4 complete estimate could be submitted E vould, however, put the amount at what 1 





ci 

























e 
name), 200 rupees per mensem. 








Inconclusion, I would suggest the inclusion of the Kiurtamabud-Hamadan road in 
the Concession as far as Khurramabad, This would protect the interest of the road 
whieh I now propose, and, sliould the Khurramabad route ever become practicable, would 
Insure to us the same beticlits as would accrue to any other country whieh might possess 
the Concession for the upper part of the road, 

As soon as ever Lam permitted to leave Kermanshah I propose to trvel over ihe 
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eared) to be that it was necessary 
he Government of India on the 


‘eared {0 me so urgent, in order that we 
iat J telegraphed to you a general ides of 


I greatly regret having to submit this plau w 
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stated that the money c 


Kermanshah could then s« 
rt, whio could then release the goods, 


ith reference to my note on 
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Tnelosure 4 in No. 858. 


Consul Haworth to Major Cox. 


Kermanshah, October 81, 1907. 
I HAVE the honour to forward herewith certain suggestions which T’ have to 
make with reference to the extension of British trade in Western Persia, ‘This Report 
has been delayed by my having to wait for some information and by its being 
considerably amplified. 

In ease the Government did not propose to take up the question themselves, I think 
it highly probable that the Imperial Bank of Persia would do so, especially if the 
Government supplied the money, 

T conld, I think, get a British subject here to take up the idea, but I am of the 
pinion that from a point of view of British trade it would be very much letter if the 
Government supplied the money, so that they could dictate the terms and see that 


the route was for the benefit of British trade, and not for that of the Company 
concerned. 


Cuyaranser 
Up to thind stage woo! is 


Tam especially frightened of Messrs, Lynch, who have the name in these parts of 
being very graspin; 


rane and 


T have, &e. 
(Signed) L, HAWORTH, Captain, 


serah fuel. 





Tuxuriant in epring and sum 


rater, 


abundant 
savansorais would be 
carry thoir own supplies ea 


Tnelosure 5 in No, 358, 


riage of 
bundant. 


River water brackish, but drivkat 
‘Sprin 
River 


‘No fac. 
about a mile distant. 


Water throughout, 


Major Cox to Government of India. 





Bushire, December 29, 1907. 

I HAVE the honour to lay before the Government of India, a copy of a Report 
submitted by His Majesty’s Consul, Kermanshah, in continuation of his telegram dated 
the 10th October, 1907, in whieh he urged the importance of opening up the Pushtei- 
Kuh route between Ahwaz and Kermanshah, Owing to absence in connection with 


the recent search for the Humaidi pirates, I have been unable to deal with the 
papers before, 


2. In the course of cine 


oridence regarding the probable advent of the Bagdad 
Railwuy, and the consequent likelihood of » German campaign against the British 
commerce which now follows the Shatt-cl-Arab route, 1 have more than once during 
the past year commended to the attention of Government the increased potential value 


to us with which the alternative routes into South-western Persia vid the Karun have 
now become endowed, 


‘Notes on Road divided into Tico Sections 


‘abundant and forage 


Similarly, hy the light of the Anglo-Russian Convention lately concluded, Capt 
Haworth now 


urges the vital importance of the Ahvwar-Kermanshah route 
particu 

1 think 1 ani right in gathering from the past correspondence that the fundamental 
importance to us of the early 


provement of communications through the region under 
reference is primarily accepied by His Maj ment, and that at present the 


ty 
question is rather one of ways atid means and the selection of a favourable opportunity 
for forward action on our part 


Unfortunatly in. this latcer connection His Majesty's Chargé d'Affuires, speaking of 
Messrs. Lynch's Luristan Concession in a recent despatch (No, 228 of the 10th October 
to the Foreign Oifice), expressed the view that the present moment was most inopportune 
for pressing the fulfilment vf Concessions held by foreigners, owing to the hostility of the 
National Assembly towards foreign enterprise gi 


‘The political situation in Teluan, however, is nothing if not kaleidoseo 
possible that His Majesty 


wa! Mock ieriznted 
‘and herds 


es 

Perse 

faches Toads 

small bridges and 
Pobraaey prod 


‘stage) crops 


(Condition of Tos 
shout good. 123 


Cimnels, whieh are deep. 


Gf Karihaby ts easy oF 
fhoaths, abl even then 


and itis 


Stoail throughout good. 
Toad throughout good. 


Representative may now consider as seems. prind fucie to be 
hat developments following on the recent abortive coup d'état at the eupital 
the outlook much more favourable to the solution of the problem now under 
consideration than was the ease when he penned the despatch referred to, 

T pa:ticularly allude to the elevation of the Nizam-es-Sultaneh to the post of Prime 
Minister, ‘This venerable official, who, it will be remembered, came mto acute issue with 
usas Governor-General of Arabistan a few years ago, seems anxious to bury, if he 
cannot forget, the past in this respect. He is ow I believe on most happy, terms with 
His Majesty's Legation, and was at any rate extremely friendly, wid, as tar as he could 
he, helptul, during his recent sojourn as Governor-General of Fars; but what is: chiefly 

iguificant at the present moment is the fact that he is uucle and father-in-law of the 
ariar-i-Mubarram, now Goyeruor-General of Arabfatan-cum-Lutistan, whose active 


«| oad crosses ewampy: ground a 


| 
| 
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erest in e opening up of communications: throngh Lavistan has. been th paviecs 
inn ng, of commana c,h hs 
Targo vested! interes's in Arabistan, whieh he would presumably be glad to promote. 
‘Should the above hopeful surmise as to the improvement of the Aislin toa 
‘be considered by His Majesty's Chargé d’Affaires to he well fo nded, ak eon 
follow that the exercise of any oficial pressure pon the Persian Government (a 
hich he strongly deprerates) might he avoided and that just as much or wore ih 
achieved by our securing the sympathy and unobtrusive co-operation of the Nizam. cs, 
Sultanel ani the Sardar-i-Mukarram in tho furtherance of a priject which, when pat ini 
xecution, is likely to work just as much to their profit as purs a ee 
iw therefore for a moment that by the light of recent d sala 
forward action i) some for is considered expedtiont, the first thityg to tie done seems 
to be for us to decide in what form and whieh dire ‘ies should lire 
There are two routes to be considere 
auption of whieh as bihoxto prove hon 
udyocated by His Majesty's Consul, Kermanshah, | 7 Fs ee 
s Captain Haworth submits his recommendations regarding the latter clet ¥ a 
a confident enthusiasm whieh eneate sea but ister scar ling. ta i er 
ne of the primary: conditions for the success of his scheme is the exclusion! Wire 
Lynch from participation in it, it seems to me that a uler terms of the Li 2 
eat they Sas ts “Road Conan ; sr iret leh I ndertal we 
oistruction of any one road now inaugirared between Abwaz and the north, 
Sy Aen Ett ital the Diatl-Kinuramaal route thereby sing 
» their Concession for “one road” between Ahwaz and Tehran, then pera Ie 
UGneeron for ater toad fm Dafa to Rernashal might be eonsierel en 
to any one Who might be able to acquire it from the Persian Government He solo 
‘aw tid rond has Been commenced, Messrs. Lynch seem clearly to have the sole right to 
Hee ee re sean ae ihaeranundi( 0h Som axpredel by Nr, Mating as ty he hostility 
displayed by the National Assembly. to the grant of Concessions to foreigners, it 
del Nae at pc a el ne ees 29 
Bertie petitor in the quest tor a fresh Con inkl soem therefore tht che 
only couse apen to us iy to make the hest of Messrs. Lynch, : ; 
"4, But before Govern wont decide to press one alternative to the extinguishme ie 
the athey, | venture to suguest for their consi teration, thal it would appear practially 
possible to keep a itd on both roattes without hnically exeees ie the fon : 5s 
Messrs, I V's Coneesst {mean that it the Diatul-Ker san elisa) sy y 
decided pon for ont ynain effort as offering the best advantages and el (era 
tuner «sisting conditions, it seems xeasonable to suppose, in view of the favourable 
Auiuieu! the sierehiits of Khartamabad, that x branch to the latter town from the 
Tost convenient stage, would, eome into existence automaticaly, In any ease the 
furtherance of such a branch is a matter iy regard to which Messrs. Lynch, pee 
Working through thei, should be able to come to an understanding with the Sardar. 
anit selection of ove route or the combination of both alternatives are questions 
abot whiel opiiions will doubtless Ailfer bit having rexard to eesent developments 1 
nuiire to think that it will be accepted that the opening of communications rah 
froin Alivnz by one ronte or another has become a matter of imperial moment in the 
zone ‘ats of British commerce, - iin 
Benet hat i conceded and if the Road Company ean satisfy His Majesty's Government 
that they: are unable by their woaided efforts to fake up thy project, then T submit that 
the question of supplying the necessary aid of working the Concession ourselves throw 
the Road Company as our man of stray is a matter for the urgent consideration of His 
sas yor the preset Lfeel hat it i premature for me to offer comment upon the 
dotuls of Captain Ha sorts seine, which in some places overlaps suggestionsmade by 
Captain Loviner, with oth of whom Tam, communicating Further, | Meany 
respwettully submit the foregoing observations for the consideration of the Governinent 
of India and Tis Majesty's Chargé d’ANaires, to whom a copy of this communication 
hing forwarded, aera 
igned) P. %. COX, Major 
Political Resideat in the Persian 
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No. 359. 
Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received March 16.) 


Teliran, February 28, 1908, 
ALTHOUGH it was generally known that the Turkish Ambassador's resignation, 
tendered some little time ago, had been accepted by the Sulian, the sudden tecall of 
Chemsuddin Bey, and also of the Councillor of the Embassy, came as a complete 
surprise, and there has been a good deal of speculation as to its cause, 
Mushir-ed-Dowlch told me that, so far as he was ayyare, it had no connection with. 
the frontier question, nor did he think that the explanation given in a Renter's telegram 
from Constantinople, that the Porte thereby desired to delay the arrival of Ala-os- 
Sultanch as Persian Ambassador in Constantinople, could be correct, as the Suitan’a 
Agreement for His Highness had already-heen received. ‘The most. probable explanae 
tion that Thavo yet heard is that given me by the new Turkish Chargé @Afaires, 
Remzi Bey, viz., that he had been meddling too much in internal questions, 
Chemsuddin Bey had always been in intimate relations with the great Mujtehods, who 
have done so much to promote the cause of Constitutionalism, and it is not unnatural to 
suppose that the Sultan may suspect him of having become tainted with democratic 
leas, or even of having encourged the popular movement, against autocrucy, and may 
prefer to be represented in Tohran hy someone whose views on such questions are 
above suspicion. It is generally believed, also, that Chemsuddin was appointed ‘as 
Ambassador here in honourable exile, in consequence of his supposed liberal opinions, 
Thave, &e. 
(Signed) CHARLES M, MARLING. 





[8943] No. 360. 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received March 16.) 
No. 129.) 

Sir, St, Petershurgh, March 6, 1908, 
T HAVE the honour to transmit herewith copy of a letter which I havo received 


from M, Iavolsky, giving, in accordance with your request, the rough draft of an 
ivlontie note which should be presented to the Persian Government intimating that, in 
tie future, as had been the ease in the past, the Government of the Shah should rely 
on the good offices of Great Britain and Russia, in tho case of differences arising, 
between Persia and ‘Turkey, 

Thave informed M, Tsvolsky that instructions have been sent to Mr, Marling to 
concert with his Russian colleague, for drawing up a noto in the sense desired, 

T have, &o, 
(Signed) A. NICOLSON, 


Tnelosure in No. 360. 
M, Involsky to Sir A, Nicolson, 


Mon cher Ambassadeur, Le 22 Février (G Mars), 1908. 

VOUS avez eu Vobligeance de me faire savoir, par votro lettre du 19 Février 
(3 Mars), que le Gouvernement Britannique est @avis qu’en yue du fait de léyacnation 
de Soouilj-Boulak il serait opportun de faire au Gouvernement Persan une communica 
tion en réponse A sa circulaire de protestation contre les agissements ures, Bn 
conséquence je viens @expédier A M. de Hartwig tion A ce sujet, Pinvitant 
4 nédiger, d'accord avec Mr, Marling, une note 4 adresser au Gouvernement du Schabi, 
note dont le contenu serait & peu prés le suivant : 

Le Gouvernement Persan a pu se convainere que les démarches communes de 

Angleterm et dela Russio—les deux Etats qui ont joué depuis longtemps dans les 

ditférends Tareo-Persans un rOle tout particulier, fondé-sur la marole des événements 
historiques—ont produit le résultat qu’on en attendait, l’évacuation «le Sooudj-Boulak 
par les forves Turques étant un fait acquis. Vu que les deux Puissances se proposent 
de continuer A suivre & Vavenir In méme ligne de conduite bienveillante envors la 


Perse, : scale désirable, dans Vavantage de cette dernidre elle-méme, qu'elle continue 
1563. 41 
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aussi i confier, comme par le passé, la sauvegarde de ses intéréts dans ce différend aux 


amémes deux Btats. ie 
Tl va de soi que la rédaction définitive doit étre abandonnée aux soins des deux 


Représentants i Véhéran. Nae ; 

En yous transmetiant ce qui préedde, je erois pouyoi 
‘Ambassador, que Sir E. Grey voudra bien munir 
analogues. 


ir exprimer Vespoir, mon cher 
Mr. Marling d’instructions 


Votre sinedrement dévoné, 
{Signé)  ISVOLSKY. 





(8946) No. 361. 
yd. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received March 16.) 

(No, 131.) F 

Sir, St. Petersburgh, March 8, 1908, 

ON receipt of your telegram No, 61 of the 20th ult T communicated 

confidentially to M. Isvolsky the information whieh had : 

Government as to the possibility of the Persian Government contemplating 

ment of European advisers to assist in the x Admi 

also the views held by you that the appointment of G 

tolerated, and that, should foreign assistance be sought, it should be left to the British 

and Russian Governments to recommend suitable persons. 

Thave the honour to transmit copy of a Memorandum which I have received 
from te Ministry for Foreign Mffairs, im which itis stated, on information received 
from \lcdo Jlartivig, that nothing definitive appears to have been decided in regard to 
the above question, and that the appointment of European advisers seems to, be some- 
what remote, ‘the Imperial Government, nevertheless, agree with that of His 
Majesty, that ifthe Persiin Government proceed to pat into execution such a project, 
nd were to select as advisers persons other than those recommended by Great Britain 


And Russia, the interests of the two Powers woutd be seriously affected, ‘The Russian 
therefore, of opinion that it would be necessary to make Representa~ 


Government an ni n 
tions to the Persian Goverment if the schome assumed more definite form. 


‘They consider that, in any caso, it would be well to allow, M. Bizot time to, enter 
into possession of his new post, and to create for himself a stable and firm position. 
Thave, &o, 
(Signed) ‘A, NICOLSON. 


Inclosure in No. 361. 
Memorandum communicated by M. Isvolsky to Sir A. Nicolson, 


LE Ministre de ftussie Ahi que pendant ta sé 
devniov uu des meinbres du Medjliss avait exprimé, cn passant, Vopinion quill serait 
peucotre utile dadjoiudre aux Ministres Persaus des Conseillers spécialistes Européens 5 
Méanmoins, tien de définitif ni de précis n’a 66 Aécilé ce sujet. Ainsi, In possibilité 
de la nomination de C rs strangers, dont il est question dans Paide-mémoire 
Conlidenticl del’Ambassadeur Britannique du 19 Février (3 Mars) au courant, n'est pas 
cxcluo, il est vrai, mais il semblerait que ectte éventualité est encore trés Gloignée. 
Pourtant le Gouvernement Impérial considdre, tout comme le Gouvernement 
Tritannique, que si la Perse procédait A la mise en exéeution d'un pareil plan eb si le 
choix tombait sur des candidats autres que ceux qui seraient recommandés par 
PAuglotorre ot la Russie les intéréts de cos deux Buissanees se trouveraient gravement 
1ésés} il est @ayis, en consequence, qu'il s fectivement utile de faire aupros du 

noment duSchali une démarche & co propos, si le projet en question prenait 
tune forme plus prévise, 

Ml serait on tout eas désirable de laisser 4 M, Bizot, le Conseiller Financier 
nonyelloment engayé an service duu Selah, le temps de prendre possession dle sou poste 
‘ct de se exser, coming il faut Fespérer, ume position stable et ferme. 


Le 23 éerier (7 Mars), 1908. 








18947] 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Ediard Grey.—(Received March 16.) 





cere . Petersburgh, March 8, 10S. 
6 ansmit herewith copy of a coniidential and urgent 
Memorandum which I have received from the Ministry for Foreign Affairs confirming 
the news whieh had already reached you that ‘Mahit Pacha bad xeecived orders t0 
aan i and {0 resume the negotiations which had been temporarily. 
‘The Memorandum draws attention to the incompetence of 2 
ion to’ she petence of the Pirst Persian 
Delegate, Moktecham-es-Sultaneh for his post, and considers that ho should he 
replaced by a more suitable person ‘The Russian Viee-Consul af Urumin has 
indiested one ofthe Persian Delegates, Musteehur-ed-Dowleh, as 0 fairy satisfactory 
subsite, and points out that were this geutleman to be appuinted considerable tine 
would be saved, as much detay would ensue if a now Commissioner were to bo 
ae mise if a now Commissioner were toh 
M. de Hartwig appems to have been instricted 
os appenis to have been instricted to urge the arrangement on the 
Persian Minister for Foreign Affairs and to indicate atthe some time the danger 
Which Persia is threatened Dy thy eoneentrition of Turkish troops in the via 





I HAVE the honour to 













































‘The Russian Ministry 
soon as possible whith 
disposed to fu 





for Foreign Aifairs expresses the wish to be informed as 
fon agree with the aboye proposal, and if you would he 
Marling With the necessary instructions, i 

Thave, &e. 
(Signed) A, NICOLSO! 











Inclosure in No, 362, 
Memorandum communicated by M. Iscolsky to Sir <A. 


March 8), 1908, 
(Confdentitle) aHgERS) 
D'APRES les renseignements que vi i vent 
. s que vient de faire parventr ?Ambass 
Russie A Constantinople, lo Grand. Veuir a oxpédié A Tahie Pacha Tord de She 
immédintement 1 Ourmiah et de reprendre les négociations avec les Commissnites 
Persans,interrompues il y a quelques jours 
est fort probable qu’ainsi qui est dit dans Vaide-mémoire de 1! 
le 0 ide-mémoire de T’Ambassad 
Britannique du 19 Révrier (3 Mar), te Prenton Délégué Ottoman est muni i nates 
tions seertesspésiales quit ne sont pas eonformes aux instructions générales doanGos 
‘ures de Ja Commission, D's ‘ ignoments. vei 
WOurmiah Glabliseat cane inane eartalne le Tait qu le Deomies Weenie Ree 
Mokhtecham 
sinte In mi 
‘Tahir Pach: 
fit-ce que po 


Nicolson, February 24 






































Yonsiil de Russie A Ourmiah attire Vattention sur im des Dé 
Persans, Mostechar-oud-Dovich, qui serait A son avis la personne Ia Hae pride 
romplacer avec plus ot moins de succds Ie Ps 6 netueh, Oalto comble 
naison présente encore Pavantage dun ble de temps, ear Venvoi 
sur les Hieux dun nouveau Commissaire retarderait A Vinfini Ia continuation des 












3 . le Ministre Impérial des Affaires Gtmangéres vient do charger le 
Ministre de fussic A ‘Tehran de conseilier instamment h Moni Suen 1 
mettre 4 exéeution ce plan, qui sent, pour le moment, parait présente quelques 
chianees de sucets, et & signaler  Hassan-Klian le danger dout menace Ia Port la 
concentration des troupes Turques dans les yilayets limitrophes. i 

(état dont se trouve actucllement lo différend ‘Vurco-Persin névessitant d 
mesures promptes, le Ministre Impérial serait fort obligé A l’Ambassadeur Br 
de lui faire savoir aussit6t que possible si Sir B, Grey est enclin & se ranger 
de yue, et A munir Mr, Marling d'instructions dans ce sens, bl 





les 
aumniquo 
polit 
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(8948) No. 363. 


Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Hdieard Grey.—(Received Marck 16.) 
(No. 138.) 
Sir, ‘St. Petersburgh, March 8, 1908. 
WITH reference to your despatch No. U4 of the 28th ultimo, I have the honour to 
jiform you that [have received a letter from M. Isvolsky stating, that the Russian 
inent consider that the instructions: French Government to 
wancial interests in P 


Thave, &e. 
(Sigued) ‘A. NICOLSON. 





No, 364, 
Sin a, Hardinge to Sir Bdward Grey—(Received March 16.) 


Brussels, March 13, 1908. 
{ HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch No. 22 of the 
il instant, as well as of ap from Mr, Vausittart to Mr. Tyrrell, whi 
i food nough to send me on. respecting the Belgian Customs 
officials in Pers, 
‘Ne instructed by you in the above-mentioned despateh, T spoke to M. Day 
this subject to-day, [told hig Excellency that; ashe had asked (as reported 
any despatch of the Sr ary last) whether we had any fault to find with 
Mornard, tho present Belgian administrator, I was glad to be able to say that you 
© yory favourably disposed towards him, and had instructed our Representative at 
Malhon to tako action in concert with his Ttussian colleague with a view to preventing 
Liv idismissil and that of other Belgian officials by the Persian Government, Whilst 
sieutioning to him confidentially the action of the German Chargé d’Affaires in urging 
tie Persian Government to disiniss all the Belgian officials and put Germau 
Ttlidnght it well to add that this Charge d’Affaire to be 
ve person, aiven {o holding, both to the Persian Mini «1 to his colleag 
uuzuaye unt prveribed by his Government, Tat the same time took an opporty 
i olwerving that the Bolin Chargé d'Aifaires, M. Waraée, seemed to have shown 
Fiuduient, aud generally to have defended Belgian, interests with much ability 
‘ potiod of exceptional diffieu our Minister at Tehran, from whom 
Thad lntely heard, had spoken very highly: of Ii M. The latter 
 Tthoulit, earofully-avoided the mistake which, notwithstanding his abilities, had 
moved fatal to M. Naus, that of trying to play a leading part in the domestic and 
fireixn polities of Persia, 
M. Dayignon said that he wa 
yas disposed to support the Bolyiau € 
hal already heard, that, the Russian Gi 
initia to those whic T had just expressed. Of M. Warzée his Excelle 
Nurs appreciative terms. He himself, hie said, lind recommended him to Baron d 
overeat for « Consular appointin “i ‘college friend of one of 
sons, anid belonging to a family resident at Spa, in his own const He had, 
While quite a junior officer, been placed by the sudden death of M, t 
Position of great responsibility at Tebru ind acquitted himselE excellently ata ex 
Moment, uel had written excellent reports on the Persian situation. I! have no fear, 
fren thee way in which his Excolleney spoke of M. Waraée, whom he seemed to regard 
fa lis own special protege, that the latter's professional prospects will suffer any injury 
frou any press eamnpaign against hint which M Prien or M. Naus may try to instigate. 


sed to hear that the British Government 
adininistration under M. Mornard. He 


T have, &e. 
(Signed) ARTHUR H. HARDINGE. 


305 
[9210] No. 365. 


fo azy Sit! Neolton to Sir Ediard Grey—(Reeeoed March 16.) 


(Telegraphic.) 
egraphic.) P._ 1. Petersburgh, 9 
TURCO-PERSIAN frontier question. SLi AALS 
Constantinople telegrams No, 99 of the 16th instent, 

hink that it would be advisable for me to previously inform the Russi 
aa Sena Beals iia ues) to send Colonel Maunsell, even as a ae 
ndividus vi he Persian Hier, as it is quit si i 
Individual, to vin the TureoPersian frontes, as it is quite posible tht, they might 


(Addressed to Foreign Office ; sent to Constantinople and Tehran.) 





(9211) No. 368. 


Mr. G. Bovelny to Sir Edward Crey.—( Received 
rane y to Sir Bdioard Cirey.—(Received. Mare 16.) 
(Telegraphic) P, 
I HAVE received the followin, 
Aispatchied two days ago 


Constantinople, Mirch 16, 1908, 
1 telegram from Consul-General Wratislaw, 


sho grave lately een tld by nny Russian colleague thata report iad renchied him that 
the Shas representative onthe Frontier Commission would possibly by changed, In 
ussian Vie s opinion this idea was greatly to be deprecated," 





[9212] No. 867. 


Mr. G. Harelay to Sir Edword Grey.—(Received March UW.) 


ic) Pe 
ae ay Reyne Pera, March 16, 1908, 


ved the following telegram, dated yesterday, No. 28, from 


Commnisioner has wtten to inform me that he will come 
let instructions from Constantinople, biit that his arrival 


be del y the receipt of further orders, for which he 





No, 368, 


TURCO-PERSIAN frontier 

Mease refer to Mr: Wratislaw's telegram No. 
,__, The. Porte has been considering the question of is 
Pasha of a nature which would be « prac 
Commission. ‘There is, however, bound to. be 
huve to he approved by the Palace, 


Constantinople, Murch 16, 1908, 


of issuing fresh instretions to Tahir 
basis of newotiation for the Joint 
ome dehy, i instructions would 
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[9112] No. 369. 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received March 16.) 

(No. 78.) 

Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, March 16, 1908. 
EXCHANGE of telegraph lines and incidence of expenses on the Meshe 

Seistan line. % = 
Major Sykes has addressed to me the following telegram dated the 15th instant + 


‘(he following information has been supplied to me by the Persian Director :-— 


“Phe Russians pay all expenses, including rent, repairs, and wages of gholams, 
He himself pays only the wages of Persian clerks and the rent of a few offices.” 





[8916] No. 370, 


Foreign Office to Mr. Barclay. 
No, 52.) 
Polographic,) P. Foreign Office, March 16, 1908. 
TURGO-PERSIAN frontier, 
With reference to your telegram No. 69 of the 15th instant. 
Colonel Maunsell will not go to frontier on account of 





(8785) No. B71. 
Foreign Office to India Office. 


Sir, Foreign Office, March 16, 1908. 

1 AM directod by Seoretary Sir B, Groy to transmit to you, to be laid before the 
Secrotary of Stato for India, the accompanying copy of telegram from His Majesty's 
Charged Affaires at Tehran,® reporting that, the subsidy of the German school there is 
secured on tho Porsian customs, and is payable in quart aliments. 

Mr, Marling adds_th enue in question is rapidly declining, and he 
proposes to remind th Persian Government of the British lien thereupon. “A copy of 
tho dospateli referred toby, Me, Marling in this telegram is also inclosedl.f 

Accorling, to the information in possession of this Dopartment, the yield on the 
southern customs was in 1905-6. approximately 125,000L.; the annual charges in 
rospect of the advances of 1903 and 1004 s the yearly 
intovest on the loans of the Imperial Bank is appro ly ithongh the 
Jattor ato not expressly secured on the customs, this revenue es in_olfect 
tho only sonree from hich payment can be expected, If the cost of collection of 
the customs, which forms a fir rae, is also taken into account, it is apparent 
that the margin available is by no means exeessiv 

Th these. circumstances Sir 1. Grey proposes, subject to the concurrence of 
Mz Morloy, to dispatch to fis Majesty's Ambassador at St, Petersburgh the telegrain, 
of which copy is inclosed in draft form.f 

Tam, &e. 
(Signed) LOUIS MALLET 
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[9303] No. 37: 
Mr. Preece to lvreign Office.—( Received March V7.) 


Sir, 1, St. Jimes’ Place, London, March V4, 1908. 

THAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch of the 3rd instant, 
referring to ‘ived from His Majesty’s Chargé d'Affa ‘Tehran, 
advising that the moment is inopportune to urge the Bakhtiari Chiefs to allow ns to 
pay the guards ourselyes, and that the payment of the instalment, due last November, 
has been left. to Captain Lorimer's discretion. 

Tai instructed to say that the Syndicate are most obliged fgr the above infor 
mation, ani are perfectly voutent with Mr Marl ion, and beg to leave the matter 
entirely in his hands, 

Thave, &e. 
Gigned) 4. R, PREE 





(9252) No. 378, 
Admiralty to Foreign Office—-(Received March 17.) 


Admiralty, Maveh 16, 1908, 
y Lords Commissioners of io Admiralty to acquaint yo 
formation of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affains, that the Comma 
, East Indies, proposes to leave ou the Ath proximo for the Persian Gulf aul 
aisks whether there is any objection to his visiting Persian ports and Bussorall, 1 ih 
to inquire whether the Socrotary of State sees any objection to this cou 
: Tam, So, 
(Signed) 1, 1, THOMAS, 





(9934) No, 874. 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Recewed March V7.) 
(No. 48) 
Telegraphic.) St, Petersburgh, Mare! V7, 1908 
R. YOUR despateh Ne nge of telegraph lines. 
Russian Government hay jection to treating separately the question vf 
transfor of the rights over the Klanili 
1 Reussion, Minister 


daly Changs 
spoken to Minister for Morsign Ati il 
suggestion made in ) ‘legetann No, 70 a to. question. off exebange lets 
ented to thie E (hy the two interested Telegraph Departments 
P. Ifit mcets with your approval, a proposal mnight bo made by me that. the two 
Representatives should be authorized to sottle the sshole question ax to mode of 
approacliing the Persian Government. 


R._ As regards transfer of rights over the Khanikin section, Ministor for Pureign 
Affairs informe ine that the matter is being examined by the competent Departinent, 
Gout to Tehran.) 






















No. 875. 















f [9334] ; 
Sir a, Nicolsav to Sir Kuliward Grey.— (Received March 17.) 

(reg . Petersburgh, March 17, 105. 

Dae + Turco-Persian frontier. 


i Jo. 7H and ‘Tehran telegram No. a zs 
Ha ane ain their view that he is not up to his task. 
Hong Ce aan i ey instructed tg supper nt the Porte 
eae e tat the negotiations should Iie based on the 
Te ane, and Risstan Minister at ‘Tehran has been 
the discussions 


Russian Gov 
Vorsinti Deeg 
ay Am 
nal of the, Persian Ciaverny 
rontier Ine heing bi iy nentral 
tint ta instruct Russian Vice-Constl 0 3 
vein conducted on that basis 
Mane past Govemnniont would be 
cinilar instructions to British Represent 
Sent to Constantinople and Tehran.) 







































































if Ti Government would send 
ives at Constantinople and ‘Tehran. 








No, 3th 
Mr. Murling to Sir Kdeurd Grey—(Received March V7.) 


Tehran, March 11, 1908. 
Attempt to obtain a special’ room for Russian 





yh: 
HERJAND. telegraph aMfiee. 


OU y telogram No. at of the 18th ultimo. 


ist f licial, who misrepresents his actio Ww 
Phe a a ay ni an 
ae en pag Nn Osan Set, ey 
















(0335) No, 877 

Sir Edward Grey to Mr. G. Barclay. 
te a ea i Foreign Office, arch 17, 1908. 
\ NaN FS ny ry with that of your Russian colleague (see 


n St. Petersburgh No. 19 of to-day). 














Your 
teligrant fr 








(9335) 
ard Grey to Mr. Marling. 


Foreign Office, Marck 17, 1908, 
Please refer fo telegram from St. Petersburgh 





(Ro. OM i 
Cr ERCOSPERSIAN, frou 


No.) of tolls iustructions to one Vieo-Consul to exereise his influence in the 


vesugaested by the Persian Government. 
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(9404) No. 379. 


Supplementary Memorandum respecting Brilish Interests in the Persian Gulf, 


[See Confidential Paper No. 9161] 


1. The Arms 
11, Quarantine. 

UIE. Question of Betish Consular Representation 
1V. Mohatomerah si 





The Arms Traffic, 
(Communicated by the India Office.) 


‘TILE position in regard to the arms traffic on tho varions sections of the Persian 
Gulf littoral is briefly as follows :— 


Muscat—Museat has for many years been anemporium for the arms trafic, 
w trade lias now attained to such dimensions that in 1906-7 the total value of 
mports of arms and ammunition amounted to 112,338), ‘The situation is 
ll by the fuct that the Sultan of Muscat has Commercial Treaties with Franc 

and the United States, under the terms of which it would be impossible fo 
mpose special restrictions on the importation of arms and ammunition into his 














03 
Hollan 
him to 
















dominions without the consent of the Powers in question, 
he result is that arms flow freely into Muscat, and are thence distributed 
throughout Versia, Arabia, and Afghanistan. From the last-named eountry a con= 








Siderable proportion of the arms find their way to the tribesmen of tle Indian Novis 
West Frontier, with results which have been deseribed by the Government of India 
“constituting a grave menace to tho pence of the border.” ‘To such an alarming 
extent has this process been going on that in February 1907. the Government, of 
India estimated that out of the 270,000 men belonging fo the frontier tribes no less 
4,000 pos h-loading rifled arms, 
‘Tho view is pretty gonerally lcld that, untii Muscat is closed to the importation 
us it will be impossible to place any effective check on the export trade by 
hows to other ports on the Gulf littoral. 
‘The total number of rifles imported from 
1900. During tho two followi ro was a marked decline, 
the total mi i Velieved to be not less than 
point to a sti ‘kable increase, and the custom 
House returns show that, during the quarter ending the 30th September, 1907, somo 
10,000 rifles and 7,000,000 cartridges were shipped from the United Kinglom to 
Muscat, Besides the imports from this eountry there is known to be a considerable 
trade with the port of Miuseilles. ‘The Goverament of India ealeulated in’ February 
1907 that, whereas in 1899-1900 only about one-seventh of the imports were ftom 
France, by 19105 the proportion of French arms to two-fifths, M, Goguyer, 
a local French merehant, who has from time to time lent large sums of money to the 
Sultan, is known to be deeply involved in the arms traffic. Another Brench morchant, 
M, Caracalla, was reported in July 1906 to have arvived ab Muscat, withthe apparent 
intention of taking part in the trade, Tn the returns for 1908-7 Belgium appears 
for the first time as an importer of arms into Muscat, though it is believed that riiles 
of Belgian manufacture have for many years past been imported in considerable 
numbers. 
In 1897 the Government of Indi 
arms traffic at Muscat, and, according) 
made to the Sultan by the B 






































ii into Museat reacliod 


















































determined to make an ofort to check the 
ry 1895 joint representations were: 
ian Governments, urging to 
co-operate in the suppression of the traffie, His Highness fell in with the suggestion, 
and on the 13th January of that year issued (1) a Notification warning his subjects 
that the importation of arms and ammunition into India and Be 
(2) a Proclamation author ish and Persian vessels of war to search, within 
Muscat terri the British, Porsian, or Muscat flag, as well 
iat aL 




































jiu was illegal ; and mentut 
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as Museat vessels in Tndian and Persian waters, and to confiseate arms and ammpni- 
tion intended for Indian and Persian ports. a = 
os OTE “oh j arch does not extend to the ve sssels of other nations, in na as tis. 
dyeon state aliove, the terms of his Commercial ‘Treaties render it impossite r 
Sultan, without the consent of the ‘Treaty Powers, to impose any general rest 
ho Import of arms into Muscat, ee 
i ah he aye an, 1895, With a view to imposing a further check on the a 
same in Oman, rules were issued requiring all British subjects possessing arms witli 
i Me enitony to register the sume at the British Consulate. It may be 
‘this measure has done more than throw the trade toa 
p hai Tn the e way it scems not unlikely that 
i on. Compan to cheek 
a Mt camers he Gul 
| quantities by the Company's steamers in t f 
{nile of this kind to vessels which are not pliced under 
De ‘at Gwadur, the Sultan of Muscat’s 
may be added th ams at Gwadi Sullenobs cau 
ree on the Mokran coast, was prohibited by-a Prockumation issued by His 
Highness on the Sed \ 


ty March 1904, the Government of Tndia proposed that the terms of the Muscat 
Dostum of 1395 shou b eoxtel 30. 0 caver the exiort of as to Turki 
rt o the territories of the Sheikhs rein and Koweit, and ¢ Ie ci 
GR i Oe ae td nn an” ports, which alwady: fell within the 
pe OE the Proclamation. This, proposal was ad into effect, it ein he 
Thi old taesauble, in view of the, Sheikh’s position in regard to, the 
Coinral aenbia,® to innposo any’ fresh esteiefons on the importation of 
Keivelt,. he necessary areangements with Turkey also presented some dif 
‘Phe Government of India have also from time to time recommen - 
(1) ‘hat the French Goyerament, should he: approached with view to thelr 


shit induced to aarce to the total prohibition of the arms traffic at Muscat y and 
Ei at Rana ‘aul Fa a ti ageeo to ou patrons the Markish litt 


ugainsl arms simiyglers, om at least to declare the illegality of the trath 


ons lias hither e fruit. ‘The question was passed 
f these suggestions has hitherto borne fruit question 9 1 
iy Wegamont of India as recently as Rebrusry 1997, and the 
al ter a carol ant otaed exauninaton of the ese, 
i increase wnt in Agreement 
rete te avins trufhe woud continue to flourish and fierease un t 
watt ae ar areivedl nt, anid 4 complete: prohibition was enforced ayainst the 
sioavtctign of arms ani ammunition into the tertories of the Sultan of Muscat 
Hovttote question will come up for discussion at the forthcoming Internationa 

i Brussels, 


in reyie 
conclusion al w 


to) r 
lying within the region al 
aS publig earlinst,” une he 
imported arms must be deposited, nN 
HLhout the previous authorization of the Administ x 
Se att aioe Ditaining the consent of Keanee, and the other Baws 

were seems no. hope ¢ i i oie Bowers 
Having Treaty relations with Museat, to the Sultan’s pro p rop 2% Be 
ante ‘of arms into hiy dominions, ke only remedy for the present ie a 
therefore, appear to he to bring: Museat, at the fortkenin: nee, within the 
scope of the Brussels Act of 1800, and to enforce there the provision 

{bis:mient of a warehiouse under proper supervis 
If this is done, two questions will oe 

@.) What inducement shall he offered to the § nitan, 0 1 
one dae Hann uausianteed by Great Britain aud Branee, to aecept restritions ons 
{rattle amomuting to 112,388) per annum, and yielding a customs revenue of 9,617 
per annum 7 f o 
Me 1,) How will tbe possible to: provide effteient: machin i 
provisions of the Aci, without adnitting a system of intermtional control i 
vith the anaintennce of the present political predominance of Great Br 


© Seu Lali, amily Kavwelt, 
f Valugof iuparts of arms and ammunition i 
tthe eustimis Hiyat Muscat) on this 


S,017h repersents 3 per eevte (the amount of 
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‘The control of the arms traffic would presumably be vested in the Sultan's 
Customs Department. There is thus afforded an additional argument in favour of the 
jovernment of India’s proposals,° renewed during the present year, that they should 
Customs Administration of Muscat, guaranteeing the Sultan 
n income of 20,000 dollars per mensem (25,6007. per annum at the rate of 
exchange eurrent in 3907), It has been sugested a suitable compensation to the Viceroy's 
Sultan for the loss of income entailed by the prohibition of the arms traffle would ho Wlasran of 
ty double the present subsidy he reecives from Indian revenues (5,7601. per annum), 43° Ray 
and to raise it gradually, as may be necessary, to 15,0001. per annum. Tt is to be | 
feared that if other Powers contribute towards the compensation paid {o His Highn 
they will obtain a locus stand for interference in the Muscat Customs Administ 
ich would constitute is disturlianee of the sfadus quo, 
2. Bahrein.—On the 30th April, 1898, the Sheikh of Balirein, on the advice of the Govern: 
Resident in the Persian Gulf, agreed “absolutely to prohibit the importation of 


info Babiiit fertitory or exportation therefrom; and to enforce the prob 
issued on thi 


Jaring that the import and export of arms into and from | 
the 1 ahrein was absolutely forbidden, and tint in, future all ams and 
ammunition imported or exported would be’ selzcd and cont 

State, 

(2) A Proclamation confer 
to scarch vessels 
waters, as well a 
anus aud ammunit 
the Islands of Bal 


on British and P of war permission 
ving the British, Persian, or Babrein flag in Bahrein territorial 
Balivin vessels in Indian or Persian waters, and to confiscate all 

pons of war) intended for Indian or Persian ports, o for 


The efleet of the prohibition at Balirein was at once perceptible in the customs 
retums, the total value of the imports of arms and ammunition, which had amounted 
in the following year, In October 1905 the Sheikh 
of Balirein aildressed a Memorial to. tHe Government of Tudia, in whieh, among othier 
ances, lie complained of the fuct that he was obliged to interdict the sale 
il was thereby deprived of an advantage enjoyed by all the Aris Chiels 
ic Arabian coast, “He was informed in reply, in May 1906, that {he vest n Govern 
on the importation of arms at Bahrein had frst been smposed in 1895, by himselt’ on. senor 
his own initiative, and his attention was diawn to the measures Lie ind himself 18 
1p the tratlic, twas also pointed out to Ata 
ieikhs of the ‘Mrucinl Const, hit simi 
yy and le was giv sd th 
3 would not consider for a moment the possibility ot 
fying the Agreement he nd concluded with thy British Govern. 


of Koweit 
prohibited the traffie of arms in thei 
the Government of Indi 
cancelling or mol 
ment on t 

‘here se 


od reason to Heliove that a considerable amount of ill 


1906, Major Cox furnish 
acuntie of the tr nist 
had been taken over Compuny, Teudabor 


nid opponents. of customs 2! Hil 
ss liad heen largely extended, and Bahrein was 


business. 


reform, Me aided that th 

Doing used ay a disteibution centre for supplying 
3, Kowrit—On the 24th May, 1900, the Sheikh of Koweit entered into an agrees Gover: 
ment with the British Goveenmeit, by wl ithe waiter 
ion of arms into. Kow ry ole tis 1a 


the impor 
control, and 100. 
HL venis sand 


1] pened thensfrom, i 
will be seized and confiseat ving oa Britis, ay 


of war the right to scareh, in Kow Is ear 
ish, Persian, or Koweit flag, as well as Koweit vessels in Ludinn and P 
and to confiscate any arms and amununition dest 
Roweit ports, 
Iu spite of the above Notification little serious attempt has Leen wade to e! 
import of ams into Koweit, In April 1904, at a time when trill yrarfaro wi 


tory unite 
ie exportation of the same are prohibited,” 


n iinpoxted into 


in, Vitoruy’s 
Alegram of 
May 


ce pps 14, 15 of Foreign Oice Memorandum of the 4 Febraury, 1908 My 
tM 100, 
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full progress in the interior of Arabia, the Goverment of Tndia pointed out that no 6. Persia —In 1981 tho Persian Government issued a Decree tliat “no arms 
Arabgements Ind as-yet, been made with the Porte for the combined suppression Of ‘or munitions of war, such as guns, caps, gunpowder, &e., should enter Persian 
ha tealfle, and that tie importation of arms was proceeding briskly. Tn. view of the territory without the permission of the Great Goverment.” In announcing the Mr. Tin 
support rendered by the Turks to Bin Rashid, Amir of Neji, one of the warring issue of this Decree to the British Legation, the Persian Minister for Fon ‘santo 
Clits of the interior, the Government of Tndia were anions that no additional wrote as follows on the 3rd July, 1851: “Since the right of purchasing hee 
iieek stiouldl He imposed on the arms traffic at Koweit, which aiforded the main introducing the samo into Persia belongs to the Persian Governinent, who exercise wy 
source of supply to the rival Chieftai Saoud, Amir of the Walt Tt was it throuwlt their own specially appointed officials, and if this absolute vight were not 1551 
taplafned (hat, this dil not involye authorizing the Sheikh of Koweit to import arms, exclusively confined to the Government, and everybody who thought fit to do, so 
pr even relaxing: measures actually in force, buf mercly letting matters remain oe were allowed to purchase such articles and introduce them into the country, this 
Neti Gioy wore, is Majesty's Government aeveptel this view, ant the ment of great governmental privilege would become obsolete, and considerable evils would 
1 Hide were informed on the 2th Jane, 1904, that fresh measures for the prevention Seal’ the Slate, iierofore lis Majesty the Shah lias issued orders tha 10, 
Give ofthe importation of arms at Koveit would for the present be deterred. ‘one shall import arms of any description whatsoever info this country from abyond, 
Ai! il any person in whose possess 8 of Foreign make ave found will be liable to 
in 8, liaye tliem confiseated by Government,’ 
‘Tw latest, reports of the Agent at Koweit show that a largo ant ‘As regards the measures taken by the Persian authorities to enforee the Deenoo 
inereasing trafic in arms is being cares Major Knog, in his ‘Tr of 1881, it may be noted that in May 1881 both the Shah limself and the Amin-os- SoM 
Report for. 106-7, drew attention to the i 8 rin the value of Sulta aphed to the Governor of Bushire complain’ e sale in ‘Vehivan pM 
ihe, arais, import in country sailing-boats, and ‘i of arms by British and Pars ts, and giving strict orders that the prolibition. <j 
iain Hiritish authorities to this teatl ‘on imports should be miaintai nd all arms imported should be contiseated, Ia div 
Yaad ition, has Ii ey uuor r the year 1893 the local authorities seized seventeen eases of arms consigned {0 a 1% 
Lb Toxin (0 British Comp sli udia, Stes nt Muscat firm, which were landed at Bushire for tramshipment, on the, ground 
akls worth o 4 2 _ complaints had been received from the Turkish Government of arins 0 
Aner 1 Sheikh Mubarak formally from Persian territory. ‘he gools were confiscated, . In the 1895 the British 
tovtoyeris t tlint it might he more strictly steamer Zulu” lanied by mistake at the Bushire custom-hoase several cases of 
oii enforced, » good part,anid the Resident in the r e were sbized hy the local duthorities, Ii January: 
Wl 44, Persian Gulf gave his opi sone whieh might at any fine chile the “Zaha ill pending, the Mist preventive officer was 
Ae eadanger Ue goo relations: between y Political Agent. “Maju appointed at Bushive by: the Persian Government, 
‘hoe pat the ease sill more stronzly inn letter to the Resident «The Ws aut from these it Ri ia nottibee Lo natin ling elfcuivor nicastires Sle Nt 
fling? he wrote on the Srl duly, 1006, “is vot worth the paper tt is written on, amt ts aris anion the 1th April, 1804) Pari to 
only 4 Guus of friction.” Sir M. Durand, ina despatch to Lord Sali auimitted that thers could bo titte Lat 
ML Dnetal, Chief—-At the close of 1002 the ‘Trueial Chiefs entered into eng doubt that a considerable iligit imp. 
qnenits respec vis teailiy, siitiay to those of the Sheikbs of Balirein and sop firms at nol Who 
Konelt, 7 
5, Dw kew—lio tnoportation of avn and munitions of i to such ancanures as may be taken hy Poysians offieials, Her Hivsinge, 
prohibited Imperial Decree whieh was not i " qunine and search all merelautvessels trading in thy Persian § 
Hinbassy in February 7 He orders issued under this Dec w thee Gull, and confiseate and and ove o the Persian Government all probit ed wns 
huthonidigg were communicated tothe British Embassy by the Otton il wid on board ‘The Grand Virier’s note of the 1sth December, 1897, in which 
ou tle Dit x wy, fort port ito auny. part of this Ag was embodied, fustter stited tint the Persian Goverinent. was 
tHe Olloman Karp a uxce| pines Ho elise ot de rendy to join with Hor Majesty's Government in requesting the Sultau af Muscat 
Haxes les arinds bhineliog, tels que sabres, épdrs ck coutemx, et Lop “dl chi to notify in the ports and territories of Muscat that anus should npt be imported 
tite quantitg, desing A Vusnge privé"; ani stated that all eoutraband artiles from tit aide inty Pstsia ot Minlustan, algo that ‘Bglish ships: should exercisn 
Would he eontisented by thie State, 4 - in reearl to search and confiscation the sume rights in Masti as in Porsian 
On the 1th October, 1893, the Porte made sh communic he Ve waters” 
ssinyy the Reyilations whiele had heen accepted in the 1 i z The joint representations to the Sultan were successful, and it was owing to 
Mroaty just then eonetided, and uotity ni as those in force, the conclusion of an Agreement with Muscat that Hor Majesty's ship Lapwing” » in! 
Hid Regulations was not at the time considered opportune hy Great Bata Wwe alle, on the 2ith Jauuiry, 1898, to seize the steamer’ * Biluchistan,” wear tas 
the othie Powers, but it would seem that, nevertheless, the “Turkish Gov Museat, and capture the ca arms she vying, An aedion was brought: pit 
Fient continual (o vege the Regulations as those in foree in the Ottoman by Mess, Brivis, ‘Times and Co, who hud shipped a consigninent of arms hy the Pa 
dominions. ’ «Baluchistau,” awainst the Sea Tususanee Company, Limited, ti recover a loss idee diy 
Riva {is their despatch of the 304 July, 1903, the Government of India commented 4 policy of marine insurance on the consi Wiis loss the Company hail refused Et 
Cvirie aat au einleavour show bo maite’ to. come to ar armugement with Parkes to pay on taro ereotmds:— (1) ‘Mine the plaints tad, when fl EGpRETIAGE 
Huila’ povunitting vessels under the Turkish th shed for arms by British ships of Noda faet material to the estimation of the rish, viz. that the importation of 
Wriry of, failing this, that the Porte. should be asked to notify formally t His forbidden by Bersinn law 1 (2) that the adventure was illegal, as being 
Najesiy’s Goverment that the importation of ams info Ottoman dominions without tue law of tations. Aire Justice Bighim, ii giving qulgieie 
spoehil Heenee was prokiibite . A 1 of arms Was not ileal aceording to the jw 
SiN, O'Conor, whip wats eousulte (row attention to the notifier: : i Sr AnRU JOR GN ayn Sue MTGuE. 
tions that hast already: be We hy cit ail 8 prohibition existed of aens lute Borstin ports: ‘sls 
purpose the Goverment of India tiv ia vi sot of selcims, the question was determined by the further 
i O'Conor we Tn conversation with the v ines ant E RN, the 
Minister of How i f aslil depeivation of propesty 
Willink: cnongly to co-op arms, Mx, Justice Grantham, who tried the ease in first instance, found for the 
Tut that the right to search ‘Pio defendant, anil his judgment, after being reversed hy the Court of Appeal, wis 
for a reeipuveal priv ever 0 E finally uplield Dy the House of Lords, on the grouid that tie seizure Inu taken 
pinctice, would, 


sisia is being eaivied on, yp ine 
1 wsieoncorned in it? i 
ose of IS07, as a result of Hyitish pressure, the-Porsinn Government: My 0. 
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place in Museat territorial waters, and was, under the Sultau's Proclamation of 
January 1808, justifiable according to the law of Muscat. 
On the ist January, 1900, the Shah promulgated a law reall 

ition against the importation into Persia of arms and ammunit 
other commoditie ‘Ve case of the British steamer * Iathor, a boa f 
faving were seized at Bushire in November 1900, led to. an Order in Council bi 
issued, on the recommendation of the Law Officers of the Crown, by whick t 
Persian Law of the Ist January, 1900, was made applicable to British subjects, in 

as the prov yespecting arms anid ammunition were cones 
Tt may be said generally Uh 
havo en quite ineffectual, * Posi 
106, “when M. Naus lias received the lnunche i 
Goveniment at Honilay’™ (lnco mupplied) “‘aomething. nny be done: by. Bolsian 
‘k the arms traffic. But there is no present likelihood of the Persian 
Government taking the slightest trouble to put an end to it. Even if they desired 
todo so, I doubt iF they lave the power,” or 
he Government of Indi done thi to cheel e Persian 
ports, 1900 1 Viee-Consul was appointed to Bundei hoped 
that the presonee slit leat to the disp) A r in the 
repression of the illiett i ion of arms along the 
it” In id measures were concerted w 
Goeval of Mekem do provent the importation of arms 

iil fo impose tvstvictions on thety possession in that. provine 
ae suRject tok place between the Persian. officials on the Mekran bore 
British frontier offigers in 1006, and the desire to cope with the ile 
Aunms was one of the reaso sume year, to the tempor 
ment of Lieutenant GD, Oily 

Bat the natine of the countey is ments are landed 
‘ind clviae oF the const, it ally impossible to eateh the earavans conveying 
iHignt into the titerion, his view ts ¢ ad by the Roport furnished by Lieutenant 
Ogilvie, who travelled through Persian Baluchistan j 1906 on his way 

ake up his duties at Bam. He said that lo thorities wore quite 
icapablo of dealing with the traitic, and that the Ate! loved fin smugiling 
Arms Upp coinitiy from Ui coast wore invariably well arn anil could overcome 
iy" opposition, oiTerod to, then with tl £ ease ; and he explained in a lator 
Roport that “the communications in Baluchistan are so unspeakably bad that luge 
ans, When ones they have left the coast, ean trayel without any fear of int 
onus, even iF sti tute sontemplated by the authorities, and with the 
F Persian Baluchistan are not 
Hoyond the suspicion of having # pecuniary interest in the trae. 

, As AeA as Noyembe 1007 further measures were introduced by the Gove 
ment of Indit, al the suggestion « w, of the Tnilo-Europ 
Department, for dealing with te wtus traflic on the Mekran c 
ivelided the creation of a sindll corps of camel sowars to 
Jask snd Chahbar, in alter to collect ink ion about the may! u 
expected consignments of rms, Se, which they will communicate without dela 
Thitish ships engaged in the suppression of the trade, ‘ 

Mow fay these measures will be successful remains to he seon, or the preseut 
the situation may bo sun overnment of Th 
their despatch df the 2st Bebru they wrote, 

that elfective action for the suppression of the » taken by the 

Persian authorities. On the coust, the Belgian Customs offieials are few in nuiuber, 

ing to give assistance for the suppression of the trattie, 

t their disposal really to: e efficient measures to deal 

nd, ay is well known, the Persi ri t outside 

the towns, and Inge caravans ean travel by: unfrequented routes without the slightest 
ish of interference,” 
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TE —Quarantine, 
(Communicated by the India Office.) 
A 


“The sanitary defence of the Persian Gulf,” wrote Dr. Theodore Thomson in his 
Report of the 12th July, 1906, “has in the past received, and still continues to 
receive, considerable attention, not only in the interests of countries adjacent thereto, 
Dut also because it is maintained by some authorities that cholera and plague are 
particularly likely to invade these regions by reason of their nearness to, and 
Trequent communication with, India, and thence to extend overland to Europe, 
‘his view was yoiecd by M. Barrére, one of the French Delegates at the Inte 
national Sanitary Conference of 1897, when lie classified the Persian Gulf, all 
with the Red Sea, as the ‘routes naturelles des maladies pestilentielles,’ Tn relation 
with this aspect of the matter the question of what measures should be adopted with 

¥ to guarding against the suggested danger to Rarope was discussed at the 
International Sanitary Conferences of 1894, 1807, and 1903; and in each of the Cone 


ventions drawn up at these Conferences. clatises were incorporated embodying 
measures intended to secure this end, 
Stated briefly, the Ri 


is, on the 
were too 
mailed 


cont. of the shipping in the Gulf, ‘The 

When plagie appeared in India in 1896 the Constantinople Board of Moalth® 
Aisoussed at wreat length and on repeated occasions the question of new ports and the 
régine to he applied in the Gult ports, It was ultimately decided to establish a 
permanent port at Bao, and to repulse plaguesinfected ships from Bussorah, A. Comt- 
mission was sent to Fao to select a site, but nothing further was done, and Fuo 
remained st sanitary offico with no lazaret and no sanitary apps 
In the Veni¢o Sanitary Convention of 1807 provision was mnade simply for a 
sanitary station near Bussoralt and another at or in the neighbourhood of the Island 
of Orninz or of Kishin, newr the entrance of the Gulf, these: stations to he under 
the control of the C wople Boul of Health. ‘The establishment of the Ormur 

station, was to bi n agreement between Murkey and Persia, ho Tdi 

authorities objected to the proposed station at Ormuz on. politieal grounds, hol 
that it would give the inaritime control of the Persian Gulf to Turkey, and might 
Dycome a ineans of harassing British shipping. ‘The proposals wore, however, 

pted by the British nment, and Persia also ratified the Convention, stibje 
vation that the station at the entrance of the Gulf should bo under the 
and should havo Persian guants, ‘Phe provisions of the Venice Convene 
in so faras they relate to the Persian Gulf, have remained, like those of the 1891 
na dead letter. No lnzuret was established at the entrance of the Gulf, 
arot remained, to quote the words of Dr, Clemow, “tho sole and 

ntine station in those regions.” 

Sanitary Convention of 1903, whieh was ratified in April 1907, 
provides for the Bussorah station as before, and fora sanitary station at Ormuy, Dott 
to he under the control of the Constantinople Board of Health, ‘The Convention was 

ied hy the British Delegates, subject to reservations which, it was hoped, would 
result in the abandonment of the Omnuz scheme, ‘These reservations were (1) that 
the establishment of the Ormuz station should be deferred util the Board of Iealth 


eraational composition, Great, Britain being: representid. on it by De 
Mis Majesty's Eubasey at Constant De, Diekstn ‘ 


sielan 10 the British Embassy, thus described the prolecedsor, 


ns 
ary 1898: Notwithstanding its noviual 
Bound Is in rvality a Turkish Departiaenty the Feal or wrtended will 


Saltau, atd wluinisteret by its Turkish members,” aud tho in 
ly maittaived the view that the Beard "is nit indepen 
tat the Porte is responsible fo" all measures adopted on its advice 
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nt lias alway 
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formed i manner provided by the ( (2) that nothing 
Fae es cay at tig celine ontil too Mixed: Commisionson whieh wey 
F th ie Buropean Powers are represented, should have enasiaioely voted th 
necessary funds. Doubts were at the same time expres i by Ts Majestss 
mont, through the British Delegates, as to the ty for a statio 
entrance of the Gulf, which was not proved by the expesienée of 
to the suitability of Ormuz, with its unhealthy climate, as a sif 
proposed. 
athe Persian Gov 
Additionnelle to th 
should he controll 
instead of Ormuz, 





authorities to provide the necessary funds for the purpose. Tu regand to tlits latter 
point, Mr. Grant Duff, writing from Teliran on the 15th November, 190%, said that 

Ne did not think «there is the slightest prospeet of the provisions of ‘the Convention, 1 
or any other sanitary measures, being carried out, except in those ports where the 
quarantine arrangements are under European control, so long as, Versia remaias under 
its present Government.” ‘The Freich Government, however, continued to press the 
Polat and in support of the Persian proposels stated tht Dr. Haivre (whowe Report 
His Majesty's Government had not yet seen) had pronounced in favour of Leng, 
the island chosen by the Persian Government, as being a suitable. position for the 
station, while, at the same time, they pointed out that it would be difficult for them to 

explain to Persia that one of the reasons for which Great Britain had decided not ta i 
accept the Persian. proposal was the incapacity of the Persian. ‘Trews 

























for tie purpose 













al, in the of a Déclaration 

made a furtler proposal, in the form of a 
Paris Convention, that the station at the mouth of HisGal 
by Persia, and ‘should be placed on the Istand of Sten 



























v to bear the 

‘ : Raiyre was sent by the French Government in the early expenses. It was also unged that if the Persian offer were declined, Persia right 
TL eonulettion DE: ivan hn sau Hy th ae whether the Island of refuse to 1 Convention or make lier ratification conditional on reserves, 

Fe carne as a site for a “sentinel” station whieh would cause still further delay fn be 

Henjam would or would not be more a 





ging tle Convention into operation, 
cussion’ Dr. ‘Thomson's Roport: reached the hands of His 
July 1905, Its general conclusions were opposeil to, the 
creation of a sanitary station at the e1trance to the Gulf, (1) because it still romatned 
to be proved that opid iad leon conveyed to. Europe by that route ; (2) hecnuse 

mat that pout would be inelective, inasmuch as it would be ovaded 


craft, the most dangerous class of shipping; and (8) because. no 
Hable position could be found for such a station, Henjam, though upon the whole 
the most suitable site in otlier respects, liein 








f the ¢ : 
‘is recomme ulation 
With the whole questi 


an the Island of O Te reported in, September 
Rei tale ovat tet beyond the terms of his 
n of the sanitary defence of the Gulf, 


At this stage of the di 
Majesty's Government. in 





nioar the entran 
1905, Stated briet 
rete and de: 
were as follows :— 





















R atid Fao, to be controlled 

What Jazavets should be established at Henjam aid Fao, t al 
Soin: Te OU MGGR Government: an by ake Constantinople: Doorls"ok 
Health 5 snd 
























be ‘open to serious ohjeetions on acconut 
. cc oUrerention a aiinullisioetn Uf its climate, its inadequate water supply, and its lack of provisions, 

3, Irhnt sanitary stations for prarposes of “ obsereation” shou ted its nde Hy I . 

NaN GOAT EAR Nati ard a sh, under the control of the Pers Dr, ‘Thomson's owt recommendations were summarized 

Hinder Abbas, Lingah, Busl Mt 


follows at the close of 





Government, amiat Bissorah, Koweit, Balirein, Dobs 


his Report :— 
of tho Constantinople Board ot Health. 





“Ta snletance, then fy 
ble desgtew of 





Hie seionie best adiptoid it the eiremmstancen, to 
unipar anid thi awiuiwinia Of interference with wos 
Poosin cansists in the perfecting of the prostat mat 
i establishment of a ssnitany: station 


ctl Tnterent | 





































prent Wi 
that Dr, Bheodore The 
» Gulf on hebalt of His 
wnts of those regions in 


yro's Theport dit i His Majesty 
sini Dr. Faiyne's Report did not renel Hi 9G 
Horio 0 Ty the meanwhile it had heen decided in pvenber 180 
Hi BH ae the Tacal Government Board, shoul visit the Porsi 
Pevn“Sfajesty’s Govoenmentyand report on. the sanitary require 
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tho entrance it Cute contin nul 
at Persia, but also of Europe, as Well as on the question of the necil band will not impons on shipping tlio mimevess try a prejudicial seater 
Me ere nitary s¥adon, andthe suitability of Oemuz, Henjam, om other sites. for the UAL wonld ycnult fan the liter aeteanes 
weit TPH rghit he alantnaeous at nny: fare diseussfons for tho British Go ae tua cue agua pa le ea 
oil its disposal oxpert information indepentent of that collected by Drv etriiucntal, to eumnmiertal ditureathend othe 
“expressed the earnest hope that British opposition to establishment of san nies aoe A, 
Int express ; tained." Ut anny hese be noted th 4 





Station will be uncompromisingly mi ene Tie 
Joyermmeit,to-the establishinest of sn intomnational, sunita 
Restenednetune emote dave Te by the Fowoign Ofiee in April 100, 
(1) political, in so faras the station would introduce a alnonnt 0 
Control in 4 spliere of British, influene 
yoach of other Powers.a ready means of hamperi 
with Bombay and Kunaehes, against which a fais 
Wis found, and theough which the bulk: of 
finde with Porsing () sanitary, 
from aeting as a check upon dis 
which it would he destined to prevent, bj 
the yessels detained, the ee ane ol 
Se Moen at fon Int PR eat Gul ny Tosa 2000), THe 
i cussed her er, was submitted in the following Jul + 
Never une oh. Perwan  Deelaation AUtionnelie” to Oe 10 Caveat 
(sia (2) tat the station to Ue established af he enttance of the Gulf iu aecorlanco 
ve Convention ol should be under sian, and not interna 
uit and G3) dit seahentd be pect on the Ishnd of Hlenjan, and. aok Ont) 





1 knnoywlouig 


ad at the ply il operation 


«1h 
thaw ou hers donouncernent that sick ieastiren are in 





tions of the | 
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‘Thomson's views as to tle “sentinel station” were adopted by lis Maj 
wit, and the French Government were informed that the Pessiin, proposals 
ceeptable, a decision which was in due course communicated to Persie and 
to the other parties to the Convention, 
©. Spr at theend of 1906 explained the position to De, Selincider, 
of the itary Councils who promised to do his best to prevent 
on hing Schaivider observed, however, t 
ate his task, tie matter be brouglit, before tie Sanitary 
H the Government of India would consent to improve the conditions uilor which 
quarantine measures were at present carried out in the Gulf, te, hy 
European personnel and by supplying disinfeetion stoves ancl rat-destroying app 
cach of the five ports (viz, Mohamtierali, Bushito, Lingab, Bunder Abbas tid 
1), instead of at’ Bushiw only, Ideal that the Pérsinn Government 
Had not tle necessary Turis at their disporal, mid that the expense would necessaily 
fall'on the Indian Government. 









































































unding 






























































swore comunnicatel by the Breneli Government to the Betty Aunbassidos at P seu Madea othe 2 Se raul ate eee anlaaes 

in, Dovetuber 1805, with an intimation that the: Persian propos were farcurabl Rae oa uly We ena | 
Mowad by them. These proposals did not commond. themselves to the British sclera be tena 

Gove rly on the round that any such arrangement would defeat the object + Dr The 


he advaiitaxe ty eauimuoee i aly fully ey 
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Decause they doubted the ability of th 
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stage to give a brief acconnt of the quarantine 
rs of the Indian Government. 


een entirel 
mntivally, © no orig 
‘The appearance we at Bomba 
to adopt quarantine precautions in the Gulf. Phe resources of the Persian Government 
Were uncqual to the inauguration of adequate measures, and the task was, with th 
Consent and at the desire of the Persian Government, undertaken by the British 
Resideney at Busi “Mier some difficulty, quarantine was placed on satisfactory 
and ellient footing at Bunder Abbas, Lingah, and Molammerah, for which the 
Servies of assistant surgeons were lent by the Goverament of India, as well as at 
Bushive, 
In August 1903 the Goyernment of India reported that three assistant surgeons 
‘(mployed exelusively on quarantine duties at Moliammerah, Bunder Abbas, 
ilo at Bushire and Jusk the duty was done by sant- surgeons 
Attached to the Resideney and the telegraph station respectively. ‘The cost of the 
quarantine establishinent ab the fist three ports, estimated at 1,480 rupees a-month 
(WISE per annum) was. ho jan Government, whilea charge of about 
440 rupees aemonth (2724 per annum) fell upon Indian revenues in respect of the 
quarantine dutios discharged by the doctors at Jiask and Bushire. ‘The assistant 
sinrgeons were placed un gcon at Bushire, 
who was inf nancially, eontrol 
Wits vested 
qquararitine 0 
Attempts have fh ne to time heen made tov position of the 
Lnilish Quivantine Administration, On the Gth Av vA. Har 
tthe Russians were pressing the Persian Government to. 
scmonts out of the hands of the British doctors and to place 


charge of the quarantine area 
the Customs Administration, to whom all 


‘them uuder the oleian Customs Department, Sis he Government 


Tuli (slosraphed that they Ind “positive: proof” 
itewded to carry Out this suggestion, and recommended t 
should lie mate’ tea change so injurious to British interests,” ant that His 
ould resolutely resist the “ principle that qu avran 
cil, without our knowledge of consent, or that a body 
of whitch is 


in Governmer 
strongest protest 


Iuwnts i the Gull ¢ 
4 cat be pit inexpressy yor British trade, the tou 

at ti n Government, on being: approached. hy 

linge, dis i doctors; but the 

ritish Minister was informed by the Persian Minister for Ps Alfairs that certain 


complatits the in which thoy administered the quarantine “had 
siewested to the Shalt the loa that it might be advisable to establish some closer 
ion over thle work,” ‘Tho question wa February 1004 by 
Komball’s complaints of interfercace by the Customs Department in the 

oxccittive work of the quatintine, ‘The Government of India recommended “th 
Vigoroits protest shoiild ab once be made against the disturbance of existing sanitary 
igcmeits,” bub Sit A, Hardinge preferred to reserve any strong remonstrance until 
We wore confronted with some definite act of encroachment by the Persian Government 
itself, Vuvther intevferenee on the part of the Customs authorities, eoupled with the 
Activity of M, Bussiére, a doctor in the employ of the Customs Department, and 
ittuched to the French Viee-Consulute, and also, as subsequently appeared, to the 

Russian Consulate, fre, gain raised the question in an acute form,” Re 
Souitations wore made by inge to the Persian Government and to M. Naus, 
the Head of the Persian Customs, with the result that in September 1904 the Grand 
Vizier promised to send telegraphic orders to Bushite that the Custom-house officers 
Shioulil abstain from interfering in the quarantine administration of the Gulf ports. 
Whe actual text of tho instrWetions sent to the Director-General of Customs, Bushire, 
follows: * You as fay as possible from all interference with 
commend this ¢ to Bussidre. At the same time this does not 

vow of the tight to report to Te ops by the qua 

De prejudicial to the Persia Government.” ‘The Grand Vizier told Sir A. 
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Hardinge at the same time that he i 
ra > tim Proposed to reopen the question on M, Neus? 
return from leave, Nothing further was done, however, and the settlemont of the 
case remained forthe fimo being undisturbed. > 
Arising ont of these i 

16th. Austst, 1904, proposed that, i To 
ment of India shoul the ‘oan 
ints 
tov, 
gs 0, 
10. 
Vicoroy's 
Aclogenn of 
October 27, 
100 


they con: 
British-paid of 


n regard 
nade for 


informing him that the Deri 
as the quarantine ia 
, but also on all 


i made by th G 
en the British Legation and the Pei 


result that the latter tacitly deo) ae 


pped the requirement that ships in-quirantine 
that it was contrary to the general practice in oth 
ver, to maintain their attitude as regards 
mntine duties, 
Tussian 
out the 


"fulfilled the usual forniliti 
an at first attempted to argue that tho conduct ol 
the Russ mn Consitl at Bunter Abbas, was pertectly correct, Ene aet agee 
send a telozram to M. Ovscenko enjoining a general compliance with the quarantine 


rules, was settled between the British a ian, Mink 
austin should be Ginpmsed of hy tho Tehran Santry Cour ade a 


Bunder Abbas the “ Trouvor” 
Further 

March 1907, 

steamer Euphrates, 


1 are of M. Ovseinko oe i 
fon with the British steamer “ Madura” and the tas a 


o 


conversations with the 

p of the nine, ister at Woliran (Sir O, Sprncttion 
Spa : eis) commented that Dr, Sehneilis'ssiyggestions for the en ie wan 
European personnel and the improvement of the apparatus of {he stati 

in the Gulf should be submitted to the Government of India for their cane 

those proposals, it umy bo noted, vent somewhat beyond those mae by Dr Theaore 

Thomson in his Report of 12%h July, 1908, iuasmueh as De, Schneider contemplated 
provements at all fve of the Gulf ports, whereas Dx Thomsoa's recommontations 

o far as the coast of Persia was eoncernedy® were limited to, perfecting the existing 

sanitary stations at Mola eral shit i ie ena 
guitry Sations at Mobammerah and Bushine, ana possibly itnproving the station a 


© Dr. Thomson also propose the estab mat K Arabian side of 
i welt, on the Arabian ul 
0 


40 
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acquiescence of Sheikh 
at Tehran telegraphed tht an att 


his apprehensions wer 

the ‘Tehran Sanitary Counc 
of his being replaced by 

‘our quarantine office y 
Belgian Customs officials, Sir ©. Spring-Rico recommended, in aildition to the 
improvements of the sunitary servies on the Tines indieated in his despatch of the 
Ast January, that a communication should be made to the Russian Government to 

‘lTect that, in view (1) of the predominance of British trate and shipping; (2) cf 

inpossibility of securing am efficient Persian service ; and (8) of the necessity 

good administration, Lis Majesty's Government expected that the 1 

ment Would offer no objection to the continuance of the present system, 
ijesty’s Goyeroment decided to postpone maki presentations to the 
Tussian Gove il tlio estimates of the cost. of the proposed improvements 
n weceivesl from the Government: of Inia, 
‘Vhe outbreak of plague at Balrein in April 1907 brought into notice the 
fcieney in the disinfecting equipment of the southern ports, and lent adlaitional 
lugeney to the question of improving thy sanitary defence of the Gull. 

With a despateh dated the 16th Muy, 1907, Sie C. spr © transmitted a 
Memorandum, by Dr Schneider, President of the ‘Tehran Sanitary Council, on the 
measitn nied for the improvement of the quarantine service, he 
tmoasures included the appointment of commissioned officers of the medical serv 
{o all five ports, and the provision of a stove aud Clayton apparatus (lor destro 
vats, &e.), is well as a reserve stove, at Bushire, 8 J, Spring-Rice added, 
tologram ‘dated the 80th May, that the Sanit neil, while strongly approvi 
the weasiies proposed, did riot possess. the ne personnel, appliances, or fun 
{5 carry out the scheme, and would be very grateful for the avistance of the 
Goverment of India, Sir ©. Spring-ltice expressed himself strongly in favour of 
the proposed Improvements hefng midertaken by the British G nity anil in 
this view the Foreign Oflee concurmed, the following statement of policy: bei 
made in May Mallet’s letter of the 2ist Juse, 1907 : 


thoservies, which would he entire! 

Ho made; and Sir H, Grey entirely agrees with Lis Majes 

it of wat Importance, both politically ant commercially, to end 
tle status quo by improving the eflicieney of the modieal servi 


Tn July 1907 the Sanitary Council reported fu favour of an extended scheme of 
improvement including sinitiny stations at Bunder Abbas, Bushire, Mobammerah, 
Jusk, and Lingah, with a mobite sevice under a doctor. 
representative on th Couneil proposed that the sanitary’ service should be in * strict 
collaboration with the Customs,” who should use the tive small steamers they Tail 
recently acquired; he also desired the appointment of the French doctor of the 
Teassinn Consulate at Bushire as Inspector-General, Representations were made to 
the Russian Government, on the 2th duly, in which it was pointed out that 
Tis Majesty’s Government considered “the present quarantine arrangements as one 
Of Geir special interests. in the Persian Gulf and @ part of the staus quo.” On the 
‘he duly the Russian Minister at shawn assured Sir ©. Spring-ltice that the proposal 
the Russian doctor had been nade without his knowledge, and that eare would be 
taken to prevent the recurrenes of a similar incident. 
(On the 7th November, 1007, the following measures were actually sane 
Itis Majesiy’s Goverament:— 
1. Iho provision of four stoves at Jask, Bander Abbas, Lingab, and Moliammemb, 
under the ehirge of the present assistant surgeons; and of oue stove at Balircin 


ned by 


under a military assistant surgeon, to be appointed on a salary of 20 

4 ra rgeon, a 2081. per ann 

The initial cost of the five stoves was estimated at 1,25 “ihe leciene 

MISE AI OR mated at 1,250/, and the annual recurring 
2. The provision of a Clayton apparatus at Bushire, at an initial cost of 1,000, 


The appointment of & mobile assistant, of the India i 
Bishireint al coetor 600 Miperanmumey 00 soe ane cuca Serres a 


lhe total estimated eost was: 2.2501. initial; 1,1001. recurring, 


On the 4th January, 1903, the purchase of a portable stove i 

cake as eanctianed ata SEPT Se ee eS 
‘The whole of this expenditure i ot weer 

ee eee to be shared equally between the Indian und 


he sanctioned strength of the Quarantine Establi i Pers 
Sip Quarantine Establishment in the Persian Gult 


At Bushire. 
Baal the British Government— 
ne Resideney surgeon (in executive chargeof the Quaranti ic 
One mobile assistant (of the Indian Medical ae Sueno Senses) 
One assistant surgeon (in sub-charge of Residency dispensary, stove, &e,) 
At other Ports. 
Puid by the Persian Goverament— 
One assistant surgeon at Bander Abbas, 
»— Lingal, 


Molian 


Paid by the British Government— 
One assistant surgeon at Balirein, 
al Ske 


assistant surgeon attached to the Br 
I 107 to carry out the ne 
on arrivals from Balen, Bahr 


ish Agoney was empowered by 
asures Lor imposing quarantine 
vo of plague in the following July. 


TH.—Question of British Consular Representation in El Has and Kutif, 


(Communicated by the India Office.) 
The question of Vrilish Consular represen 
the Goverment of India in 290. p 
year, Lord Curzon’s Government represented. tha 
teading with the inte crore aire 
‘Turkish C 
een so us destroy the British trade pi 
Yas pointed out, in ilusttation, that the 
reluced from one of 70 0780 eons ta single trader, and, further, that those still 
vo ying on trade at the port tnd, in the same year, expressed thele 
ue eo to pay, in advance, the cost of maintaining a British: Tea Gant 
Ahir interests on the spot, This request it was added, vas repeatel duving Tard 
Curzow's visit to the Persian Gulf in 1903} when the British Indian morehiants of 
Haein petitioned his for the appointment of a British Representative to 
vrotcet thelr interests at Katif. ‘he Government of Tndia aceontingly meommente 
(1) that the Political Agent at Babrein should be appointed Viee-Consul for 1 Has 
and (2) that a Native Consular Agent should hie stationed at Kati, 5 
O'Conor, who was consulted, thought that these su: 
ssed for the moment, and his vii 


pe \ nts of Bahirein, 
subjected to many vexatious restrictions by the 


iously established at that place, 1 
community of Kutif had, in 1900, been 


pied by Iis Majesty's Government, 01 


< t It was azain repeated to Major Cox 1904, the mer re | 


iggestions should not sir, 


set lovin 
the Bist Marvel of that mito 
It 
ni ous Mateli 3, 
official regulations at the Kati? custom-house liad 1001. 


to 


Lond Lanse 
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In communicating this decision to the Government of India, Mr. Brodrick wrote as 
follows, in a despatch dated the Sth August, 1904:—“Tt will he seen that His 
Majesty's Ambassador at Constantinople, .. .. , having regard to the interpretation 
which the Turkish Government might place on the appointment of a Consular officer 
for El Hasa, and to the objection they would fecl, at present, to recognizing such an 
officer, docs not consider it advisable that effect should he given to the suggestion 
that the Political Officer at Bahirein should be invested with Vice-Consular jurisdiction 
over the Turkish district of Bl Hasa. ‘Vor similar reasons, Sir N.O'Conor is of opinion 
that the present moment is unsuited for appointing a Native Consular Agent at Katif, 
nd lie suggests. that the consideration of this proposal should be deferred till the 
result is seen of the representations which he bas addressed to the Turkish Govern- 
ment, in regard to the grievances of the Tndian traders, which formed the subject of 
the Government of India’s letter of the Sst March, 1904, hese views are approved 
Dy His Majesty's 

In September 1904 the British Consul at Bussorah reported that the necessary 
instructions had been sent to the Mutessuif of Hasa, regarding the abatement of 
the excess duties at Katif, of which British Indians had complained ; and Mr. Brodrict 
informed the Government of India, on the 20th December, 1904, that he had intimated 
to the Foreign Office that, “if practical effect is given to these orders, it will be 
unnecesaty to press for the appointment of a Consular Agent at Kati? 

Mie question has not subsequently been raise 



























































1V.—Mohammerah, 


Lis the acknowledged Head of the Muliaisen tribe of the Chaah 
Arabs, living on both sides of the Karun, from n luster to its junction with the 
Sliat-cleAtah near Moliammeral, and on the left bank of the Shat-cl-Avab from 
Molwimmerah to its mouth, ani between the id the Shat-cl-Arab to the 
‘west, and to the devrish Ri the cast. 

‘Asn ' , the position of the Sheikh, who murdered 
his brother, Sheikh M n tlint of a great feudal Prines, who 
in sniafler matters has thonght Central Govern 
romuining at the same tine extremely jealous in matters touching his quasi-indepen- 
donee, 

His attitude to is lus heen fviondly, and in striking contrast to 
that of the Persian ollie Soutli-west Porsin, 

Ever since 1808 the Sheikh has shown himself nervous about his 
the eyeut of t i id anxious to obtain 
regarding the independence of his tevritories in 1 eventualities, 

Tn November 159) and visited the Karun, the Sh 

ssiLEANICUs. to alford guarantees of the nature de 
vil iting ipon our help whenever we 
cout give it without ill-faith to the Persian Goverment.” 

‘The intention formed by the Central Governm include Moham= 
moral in the newly organized Customs system increased the anxiety of the Sheikl 

iain some Kind of gunminter, the more so sinee rumours were prevalent that the 


contemplated clanues would be use asa pretext for putting an end to his power as 
thal of the last of the wil Chiefs of Persia, 

ined that it the Sheikh were foreibly to resist any such 
allempts the Persian Government would retaliate by their favourite method of 


ntviscuc, and endeayour to create dissension in the Claah tribe by setting up the 
nigpher of Sheikh hazel, Sheikh Aboud, who resided at Ahwaz, and was not on the 
most contial terms with his uncle. 

Ii March 1900 a Memorandum was communicated to the Persian Government 
by Hor Majesty's Chargé d'Ataire: 

In this paper it was stated 

ntly called Lovd Salisbury’s atten 
onder to ayoil difficulties in the future his Lordship thous! ait there 
should ea clear understanding of his views as to the ports of Mohammerah, Bushit 
and Dunder Abbas, and other ports of the Gulf, 

‘he control of these ports bya foreign Power might lead to a state of things 
Which Her Majesty's Government, in the interests of the Indian Empire, would be 
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bound to resist. ‘This had been recognized by the Persian Government, who, on 
23rd October, 1897, gave a written promise that the customs of Southere Peres 
qhonld never be placed unter forsizn control nd supervision, Her Maes 
Government must hol he Persian vernmes e stric vi is 
oo ian Government to tho strict observance of this 
As the Persian Government were aware, far the larger part of the trade of tho 
above-mentioned ports was Bri This trade imposed eats duties upon en 
Majesty's Government, and they could not pass without notice any measure. likely 
to elfect its position and prospects. It was from this point of view that the Marquess 
desired to inform the Persian Government that, in viow of British 
n the trade of Mohammerah and in the navigation ‘of the Karun, Hor 
Government must insist upon their right to be consulted before any 
were made in the administration of the customs ox in the position of {le 
ight of consultation, the Persian Government could 
iy of the British Government for the preservation. of 
he Be reignty, and the improvement of Persinn 
the interests of Her Majesty's Government yews seeond only 
































no doubt as to the 
onder, the maintenance of 
resources, Tn all th 
to those of Persia herself. 

‘he reply of the Persian Government was verbal 


“Not only in Mohammerah, but in. every part of Persia whi ish ii 
¢ ly iamn ‘y ersia where British interests Me, sprit 
were concerned, the Versian Government, Hefore taking any steps of importanen, Mes 
Would consult the British Government, hut Persia could not give a definite Agreement Nv? 
il, 


nl toa special point of her territory, as such an Agreement ania 
others like a consent to partition, a aera ar 




































On the 10th May, 1900, Lord Salisbury addressed a despatch jesty’ 
@AMuires ab ‘Tehran, in-whioh he Wrote as Tollowsiee nn) N™ Msiesty's 
“You should take 









pportunity that may offor itself to oxplhin that Hor Majesty's 
serent hive ni deste to-diinishy but rathor week to uphold aid con, tho authors 
of the Persian Goverment in the southern provinces, and that it cront off Pe 
as woll as of Great Britain, that thoy endeavour to prev _ 














‘The annexed extracts from a dospateh, dated Jul i 
ie annexe i r i; July 1901, from His Majesty's 
Minister at Tehran, show in some detail how the question of giving a Bx nee 
wth is ovidont 
1 vs for assistance an prot 
St Hie 









wervous abont the designs of tho Persian Goverment, and looks sie A. 
Hardinge, 
No, 114, 
uly 28, 
10. 





Russians Consnl-Gonera 









pte to coquot with hi 
herto cultivated with 





ne whieh 
loubtedly iinporta 
ul Tam tiveroto 
vet hi ook 

‘tall visit him in the cours of the tour to the Persian. Gulf porta 
maudeHtake next, October, and T should bo grateful if your Lordship. would 
He Tanygtage which Lshould hold to hin in reply to. the questions whi 

and to possible dificulties botwoon himself and tha Pers 

Ly idea i that veo slow endeavour to 
the Persian Cust 

portant. a port 
possihl 









iend and tobe guided by 
such nssitrances of anpport as will 











1 hope to, 
ruck me aw ti 
Host certainly 

























y aveare of tho ditiulty of suppor 
t4 of the Shah against er N vie 
con the power of the C 

‘At tho satus tie. our eid 
detriment of our interests by. an 
Mette aasurauce of astance 
Nonmeral 





nig local qua 
pars iy the Persian; Govern 
erinent at their expense, 
elluctines to do this ni 
vals, and it ix clear that Colonel Kemb 





sreditary Chief who are 
t to weaken their p 
Seistan in a case 











































pveraneny to come, psi tho 
an arrangement with, th 
tration by hinell, ind to trust 
pinion wok impale ono 

U wo give him an assurance 


ion of Tis M 
mvnify hita for the 





hin agaist 
Miho eneroe apa 
that we shill s0- protect likely conti f 
that we likely continggenoy of si 
tempt asl ah and to let the Pues 
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B iepoelina oF tne Shah? gota iShares ating Commissioners Sn 1850, a8 indicated iu sod on the accompanying sketch map; and jn 
wiont goo ream to the deposition ofthe Shek ori GiisiemvecConit way cual tin simseaoaTeada pe Lie OEMRLALHOR aE ET 
SE ee eae ta ink eran Ebrccean Her Majesty's Ambassndor on the 18th November, 1903, tothe eflect that «the Turkish Governin 
ms jade better than T to what estat fl Southern laid no dai whatever to Molitomeral.” 


that. we shall not acquiesce 
Ty the Goyernor-Ceterl of Arab 
*eYouy Lordship can, of - 
fassurgee is in accordance with the’ general poli 








it would be wise aud safe to give it, It is clear that the Sheikh is, perhaps, 
urit would be wise ar % 


ous about his fsture, though no doubt: he is more hut us 


we onde ajc to bc hm ay a ray Gye pete 
Il and I should give him should he appeal to ws, as he seems disposed to do 


ct His Majesty's Consuls at Bagdad and 
aggressive desigus in the district in questi 
In January 1903 the British Consul-General at Bushite reported that the § 
was anxious that His Majesty's Government should guarantee himself and his 0 
family as heirs in the enjoyment of their present position, Sir H, Grey considered 
that it would be advisable to maintain an attitude of reserve on this subject, 








Tdi Ofiee, 
vbnuaty 
25,1908, 








‘he upshot of this correspondence was that Sir A. Hardin th 
on thon Beco 1502, under instructions from Lord Lansdowne, that * we shall 











protect Mohammerali aga fal attack by a foreign Power, whatever pretext for March 18, 1908. 
Deteindee re notion may be alleged, and also, so long as you remain faithful to the Shiah ant 
5 1002, at in accordance with our advice, shall continie to give you our good offices and Gil ans 

support.” es ‘ a 

roils assurance was really H ae Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson, 
of te question, as Sir A, Hardin ns Ii (No. 85.) me 
Teen making offers for over a year to reduce the $I o ig Sitios a Foreign Office, March 18, 1908. 
force) i ff icon pressing the Pei a reference to my telegrams Nos. 68.and Gt of the 2nd instant relative to 
Dy foreo, and that, they had heon pressing the 2 eat to adopt towan ‘WAI. vatéeendaltn ng Blomama NaASOARLCL eet 





an uncompromising attitude, ‘The assurance was actually given after an Arrange- cee Tadic ni 
Hn nein se, Rigas a eal nan tare hoes 
Te iTiy Majesty's Government; but. it was probably only in consequence of this 
Asstirance thatthe Sheikh consented to avoid friction and to make the new Arrangement caty'a Legition at ‘Teluaa relative to, the, eouaitoratons wish, sould bs kept i 


eee i ow in making these changes, and the steps which it is desirable to take to carry 
For a ay December, 1903, Sie A. Hardinge addresseil a note to the Sheikh them‘into elfesse 


existing telegraphic arrangem 
ian Convention of the 3tst August last, I transmit to your Excellency. 
th copies of correspondence between this Office, the India Ofliee, and His 





Persia. consequent on 








ti 





















confirming ree of 1902, and adding that he might rest assured of the support ___, Lave to instruct your Excellency to take an early opportunity of opening nego 
of tis ie AW Cevar ment so long as he on his side observed the conditions of the tiations with the Russian Minister for ign Affairs with regard ‘to these questions 
anjgemont made with the Persian Government, e ou the lines laid down below. 
Ti 1904 & Russian decoration was conferred on the Slicikh and a Commercial With respect to the exchange of the control over the ‘Teliran-Meshed for that 


FEE ae ae over the Khaf-Nasratabad line, the letter of the Go 
Seale Renee a conflict between the Persian Govern- the Tutlia Ollie letter of the 19th ul 
iwent and the Sheikh of Mohammerah bas been the fear that such an event woul they would propose to effect the: transie 

ide (ho mich, Hirger question of the Tureo-Persian froutier dispute, Molamneral ir stiggestions except the 

Aint and tho surrounding distriec have always been a bone of contention between the ween the two Governm Hout any reference to the Porsian, 

Nea ithe Persians, and caly recently de Sheikh expresset his appreliensions to course would, T consider, bo likely to produce an unfavourable impression on 

wil-General at Bushive in regard to recent developments at more 9 soon as the arrangement became known, and to inspite mistrust 
Fee a aaitiio vibwe of his Aajovty's Goverment’ aro n-and Russia, especially at the present roment, when jealousy of 
ecedingly active throughout the country, 
ve tliat tho Government of Tudin express themselves 
sland Russian signallers at terminal stations; and 

Europea mph Department considers that the 

iliese stations is essential to the satisfuctory trans. 

1 in and that the advantage derived therefrom. thercfore 





nt-of India inclosed. in 
of the mannor in whieh 
on, and Tam, fully in agreement with all 
proposal that the matter should be settled infos 

















































f the 28th ulfin w anil telegraphic 

al at Bu the: appreboniois of 1 

dormeaponane wih cant Uovelopniente fro lis any possible drawback which might result from the. presence’ of a entre 
thi See) CO ERTL RSE OETA Hal sea ny nallers. On the other hand, it is aa to remove 
sisting eumtiionsy and Leonsidoe that when ait attack: 9p all British signallers from intermediate stations on the Tine controlled by Russit, and, 
Ait to bu taken by His Majeaty Goverment eat epee : correspondingly, all Russian signallers from similar stations on. that ‘controlled. by 
1b would hss RUST aU A Reenter Great Britain, since in that ease the presence of British signallers is licld to confer but 
Igy flat His, Mieatyr Covorament aia Tot ee mnmoril, avd you. sould Ios slight advantages, while that of Russian signallers on intermediate stations on. the 
agua; the ineiglibaueh : Khaf-Nasratabad Ii considered very undesirable. In spite, therefore, of the 

importance attaclied by His Majesty's Consul-General at Meshed to the continued 

Sin Eileant (ney to Sir M. O'Conor presence of a British signaller at Lutbat-ielaidari (see the copy off is letter to, the 
Government of India fnelosed in the India Office letter of the 25th Februnry), the 

Tndin Office are of opinion that His Majesty's Government are not in a position to press 







































© Foreign Offices February 25, 1908, 
Ne Foreign Office, F 


1 dana to yous sullen both coe of dsl HM Tala Ofene ot pioan bat Ale Mat 
aVAMhiios at to the apprehensions OF the 


: T also. transmit. to. your herewith copy of a telegram from 
He eae a i reat Govenruant havo, os 0 low the Russian ‘Mr. Marling, dated the 16th March,t sctting forth the financial obligations now 
stn rane clossly cece, t take the Toad in regard to mak 















Iulia, Offeo, January 16 


1 Now by 
5, 1908, Major Sykes. to 


oxeeniaient af 





* India Ofice, February. 193 Gow 
Kirk, February 1422. Ditto, India Ofte, 








UE thy. frontier; Uecember 17, 1007 Note by Mr. Kitk, February 23, 10 Gevemment of Tudis, Telegraphic 
position would he mn Fobiiary 235 Tudia’ Ofiew, March 6} Gavermucnt cf India’ Telegraphic, March 4; Mr, Marling, Now 2 
mith, ior apectally eral, In, this February 142 Lodis Ot 





March 41; Note by Mr, Kit 





arch 5, 1908, 


Gov’ it are fot prepared to recognize ax 1 No Bi, 
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discharged by the Russian and Persian Governments respectively in the manage- 
ment of the whole line from Meshed to Nasratabad. * 

Tn his second note inelosed in the India Office letter of the 19th February, 
Mr. Kirk expresses the opinion that the demand of the Russian Acting Consul at 
Birjand, reported in Mr, Marling's telegram No, 44 of the 13th ultimo, for a 
special ‘and. separate room wherein to instal a new tape instrament, should be 
vesisted, and points out that this could be done on the ground that such an arrange- 
tment would constitute a violation of the states quo. Your Excellency has alread 
Accordance with the i jons conveyed in my tel the 2nd instant, 
called upon the Russian Government for an explana point, and as this 


may very well involve a. withdrawal of the Acting Consul’s demand, it seems better at 
sent. to take no action which may subsequently prove to e 
matter, in any caso, is not one which need prevent you from opening negotiati 
th the Russian Government on the general question, but it would be well to re 
of the request which has heen conveyed to them, and to. infor 
‘v's Government. trust that it will receive attention at as carly a date as 


possibl 
Wi Should it be ageved, as Tis Majesty's Government desire, that all signallers, at 
intermediate stations are to be removed, the arrangement would of course apply to the 
Russian signaller at Birjand, and upon his removal the demand for a separate room 
there would fill to the ground of itselt, ‘i 
Wilh referenee to the cession of the British rights over the ‘Tehran-Khanik 
ine, Ma, Marling, in his despatch No. 27 of the 20th ultimo, refers to a suggestion 
nade by tho Russian Minister at Teliran, that these rights, now vested in the Ind 
Buropean ‘elogrs when surrendered to Russ a, be taken over 
on hier behalf by rope raph Company, which is under Russian 
protection, and to this suggestion, he reports a proposal made by the 
Toeal Manager of the Co should the cession take place, the Company, 
instend of taking over tho existin should construct a new line from Kazira to 
Hamdan, and tnke oyer the existing wire from thence to Khanikin, ; 
Tn Mp, Kirk's opinion, as expressed in his note, copy of which is inelosed in the 
Indiv OMe letter of the T1th mstant, M.do Martwis’s suggestion, if carr 
affect, would be advantageous to British interests. If, therefore, the Russian n- 
went should put it forward, your Excellency shoutd allow it to. be tunderstood that His 
sty's Government are favourably disposed towards it, : 
Mi. Kink sees) no objection to M s proposil, but this, as Mr Mf 
observes, isa matter which concerns the Russian Government in their relations 
ihe Tido-European 'elegeaph Company rather than with His Majesty's Government, 
so that your Excelleney is not called upon to press it. 
Tam, Se. 
(Signed) . GREY, 





(9334) No. 881, 
Foreign Office to India Office. 


Foreign Office, March 18, 19¢ 
to any letter of the LOth fustant, relative to the proposed mod 
in Persia resulting from the Anglo-Rnssian Conven 
vy to transtuit to you herewi sher of a 
telegram from lis Majesty St. Potersburgh,? reporting 
Of the Russian Government in the 
il to this question, ; ; 
ir As Nicolson states that he as not yet Iaid before the Russian Mia 
Foreign Afuirs the suggestion jointly put forward by His Majesty's Chara 
Russian Minister at ‘Tehran that the exchange of the Tehran 
astataliad Higes should be bronght to the kuowledge of the Per 
Department by the fido-European ‘Telegraph Department and the Russia 
Suiperintondent if possible without the intervention of the two Leg 
proposes to submit to M, Tsvolsky the ailvisability:of leaving to the Representatives on 
thy spot the clivive of anode of approaching the Persian Government. 


No.7. 
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Sir E. Grey is disposed to approve this suggestion of Sir A. Nicolson, which 
appears to him to be a simple and satisfactory solution of the question, but before 
taking any further action in the matter he would be glad to be favoured with the views 
of Mr. Secretary Morley with regard to it. 
Lam, &e, 
(Signed) LOUIS MALLE 





No. 882. 
India Office to Foreign Ofice—(Received March 19.) 


: India Office, March V7, 1908, 

WITH reference to your letter of the 24th February, as to the appointment: 
of a Military Attaché to His Majesty’s Consula neral at Meshed, I am 
desired to inclose, to be laid before the Secretary of State for Foreign’ Aifairs, 
copy of a Secret despatch from the Government of India it the Army Department on 
the subject. i 

Mr, Morley understands from your letter under reply that Sir B, Grey is not 

sed to adhiere to the view expressed in Sir E, Gorst’s letter of the 11th February, 

that the appointment is “one of purely In interest.” In view of the 
consensus of opinion in favour of maintaining the post, he will be prepared, if Sir By 
Grey will accept the principle of an equal division of ‘cost between tho Indian and 
British exchequers, to approve the retention of Captain Smyth in the post till the 
20th October, 1905, and the continuance of the appointment then for a period, say, 
of three years, the question of maintaining the post being reconsidered ab the end of 
that time. 

‘The cost per annum was stated in my letter of the Ist February, 1905, as 
Amounting, according to the rank of the incumbent, to the rupee equivalent of ‘the 
following sterling rates :— 

For a Lieutenant, 5741. 8s. 
For a Captain, 7001, 
For a Major, 9271. 4.5 


with the addition in each case of a travelling allowance on the seale fixed for Political 
Officers stationed in Persia, Tf the present proposal is accepted, Mr. Morloy will 
recomend to the Government of India that the pay of Cuptain Smyth's successor 
should not be higher than that of the Military Attuché at Tehran, 

As regards the question of status, Mr. Morley secs advantages in leaving tho 
appointment on its present somewhat undefined footing, rather than in placing it on 
the same footing as the Attachéship at ehran, But on this point he will be glad to 
accept Sit E, Grey's opinion, 

‘The favour of an early reply is requested, in view of the telegram from tho 
Government of India of which w ¢opy is inclosed, 

Tam, &e. 
(Signed) "A. GODLEY. 


{nclosure 1 in No. 882, 


Government of Indiu to Mr, Morley. 
(Secret,) 
Sir, ‘Sila, November 7, 1907. 

IN continuation of previous correspondence, ending with your telegram of the 
Gth April last, we had the honour to address you by telegram of the 2nd October, in 
which we recommended the retention of the appointment of the Militmy Attuché, 
Meshied, beyond the 20th October of this year, We have since received your telegram 
of the 4th October, and we note with satisfaction that you have been pleased to sametion 
Captain Smyth's retention at Meshed for a further period of six months, dating from 
the 20th instant, ponding a decision on the whole question, In the present despatch 
we propose to lay before you in detail the reasons that have led us to make this 
recommendation, which embraces— 

(c.) The conversion of the temporary appointment into a permanent one; and 

(b) The retention of the present’ incumbent, Captain Smyth, the Cheshire 
Heginient, for a period of one year to the 20th October, 1908. 
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i r would 
» had hoped to address you at an earlier date on this subject, but, as it woul 
neoowarily heatucled: by the results of the reeont negotiations with Russia, we eon 
sidered it desirable to await the s pours eee Conrentioas esi to Persia 
‘Afghanistan when the situation thereby created would be clearer. fe 
Aeon Tl be seen. from, the inelosare to our Military despatch of the at 
December, 1904, in which the creation of this appointment was sug geile al 
Kitchener considered it a necessity in order that a sound system of ‘ntelligenes of 
vents in Central Asin might be substituted for the conditions then obtaining, under 
which we were dependent chiefly on unreliable and untrained native agents, who, 
too many eases, merely transmitted to Meshed the unsifted gossip of the vari 
Asin bazaars. . 3 ee 
arin propastl was referred to His Majesty’s Minister at Tebran, who replied in 
his despaveh No. 118 of the 22nd May, 1905, that the work of obtaining full, reliable, 
anil carly particulars of political events and military movements in Central Asia and 
on the Afghan frontiers required the concentrated and undivided attention of one 
nan and could not bo combined with the daily multifarious duties of the Agent, and 
Consul-General at Meshed. Sir A. Hardinge consequently supported the propos, 
Dbut at frst as temporary measure wntil the conclusion of the Russo-Japanese war 
Tn te meantime he proposed to visit Meshed, to make himself more fully acquainted 
‘vith, the nature of the work of the Military Attaché, and to consider the questi 
the spot. fee 
5, On the Oth September, 1905, when the war had come to a close, § 
‘apdthgor in his despateh No, 197, reported that his visit to Mesh ad sata bin, 
thal the Work then devolving on Captain, Smyth could not be properly perfor 
iy the Consul-Genoral or the Tndian Politieal Attaché, | He ‘therefore, strousiy 
ragommended that the Military \ttaché should be retained at Meshed, until we lig 
not only obtained from the Russian Government the revognition of a a saree 
At Tslikent or clsewhore in Centsal Asia, Dut had also tested by practical experience 
tlie possibilities of obtaining throughs him all the political and military intelligence 
require In support of is recommendation lie pointed out that for information 
outing military matters in Central Asia the Government of India and. the 
Titelligenes Department must largely depend on news supplied from Miho 8 
reirk that applies with equal force at the prosent time—and he expressed the Lope 
tht, Hf the sucessful system evolved by Captain Smyth were allowed to develop, 
afore long we should be in. possession of early and ample information of every 
ae ear otto tivo. yeas “havo elapsed, and the results atla 
ion, justified Sir A. Hardinge’s expectations. 
jon’ of the importance of Mesled as a centre for the 
cound of the consequent n 
y Sir ©, Sprin 
Viceroy’s telegram of 







































































































A. Hudinge’s 0 
collection of military and pol 
retention tere of the Military 
onenrrense vas comimunieated t0 you in i 

elt lust, Tn his: despateh No. une, 19 
tt oar Heth Seurotary of State for Foreign Alfais, Sir C. Spring-Ii 
Importance of Meshed as a centre for the acquisition 
1 his No, 16) of the 24th of, the following mouth 
‘mendation that the Military Attaché at Meshed should be 
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i intelligence, 
ave his 1 






has + 
maya eal site attention to the opinions expressed on this subject by 
1 Consul-General, Meshed, ' ) 
ek ar le Ss May last to the Governniont of Indin on the subject of 
the recent negotiations with Risin and their posible effets on the position of the 
Meghied Consulate-General, Major Sykes wrote -- - Under Captain. Smyth a 
unique network of intelligence, embracing ‘Transeaspia and Turkestan, as bern 
woven Possibly, too, in the near future this network may eover the provinces tt 
cast... A third point is that the Consulate-General at Meshed watehes Westir 
Afghanistan and Herat, Consequently, it would appear inntvinbl, iF only on thi 
count, to weaken British prestige at the capital of Khorassan.” fe ie 
eee eal thus be seen that until last month the reasons which have influenced 
all eoncered in urging that the Military Attachéship at Meshed should. be made * 
jrtmaneney have beon almost entirely of & military character. We have Deen much 
impressed by the strong consensus of opinion emanating from al ina posit Fal 
speak with authority. on this, subject, but we think that the conclusion of the 
theont Convention with Russin must necessarily involve a reconsideration of the 
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ter in the light of the altered conditions, Hitherto the mov 
parations of Ru: ia have had a very real influence on Indian 
tatters, and there have been periods within tecent years when the disturbing rumours 
which liave reached us from Afghanistan and elsewhere regarding such preparations 
haye caused considerable anxiety in Indie, an anxiety which tended, perhaps, to 
exaggeration chiefly because we were alnost entirely without any: reliable agency in 
Central Asin whereby we could learn the real truth, With tlie conclusion of the 
Convention recently signed, we may reasonably hope that the purely military 
arguments that have previously induenced our opinion on this subject will no longcr 
carry the same weight, though at the sume time we are convinced that we eaniot 
prudently afford altogether to relinquish thoso elementary precautions us regarils 
iilitary intelligence which every civilized State has found from experience to be 
necessary. 

9. It isnow the avowed object of both Powers to maintain a solid and lnsting 
peace throughout Central Asin, But we consider that this object may be jeopardized 
if we are to return to the former state of almost complete ignorance of what is 
passing in Central Asin and on the northern frontionsof Afghanistan, If wo ave to 
continue in the future to receive exaggerated bazawe rumours, or garbled Afghan 
versions, wholly tnchecked by reports derived from trained and reliable agents, as to, 
what is passing in Central Asia, it seoms probable that the mutual suspicion and 
distrust w! unfortunately obtained In the past, and whieh it shothd nov be 

particular object to remove, may continue to exist, ‘The closer relations between 
Trussia and Afghanistan which may now be: expected, consequent on the diseussion of 
ical matters bitween the local officials of the. two countries, will require very 
ing, and may even give rise to some friction. In viowy of the distorted 
accounts of such incidents which we would be liable to receive from both parties, we 
consider that, from the point of view of making the recent Convention a success, it is 
most desirable that we should he in a position fo receive direct and impartial informa 
tion as to what is really happening, As weare placed at present, without any Consulin 
or other Representative im the whole stretch of Russian territory from Baku to 
Kashgar, this can only be obtained by means of the Agency establislied by: Captain 
myth from Meshed a8 a centre. Moreover, we have yet, to seo how the Amin takes 
the Convention with Russia regarding Afzhanistan, “his aspect also will reqnive 
careful watching. Even should his attitude prove studiously correct, his conti) over 
the northern provinces of his kingdom is not, yet so complete and assured as to make 
it certain that his local officers, far removed from the supervision of the capital, will 
carry out his instructions in the exact spirit in which they are given. ‘Phe samo holds 
true toa certain extent, of the local Russian officials, it wo are to judge from the 
examples of the past. In short, local incidents, liable to develop friction, are almost 
inevitable, and we rg fal that we should he placed in position to 
know from other sources its andl wrongs of these really ure, 

10. In this connection we would invite attention to the second of Sir Cecil 
Spring-Rice’s despatches quoted in paragraph 6 above, viz., No, 168 of the 24th July 
last. fe points out that adequate information will prevent unnecessary scares such 
as that of 1900, gerated rimows of the arrival of reinforcements. ix 
Russian Central Asia necessarily led in this country to serious alarm that could have 
beon avoided, had there been a system of intelligence, such as Captain Smyth lias now 
established, to deternine the ral extent and nature of these movements, 

11. It will tie seen that the views expressed by the Government of India in their 
despatches of the Ist December, 1904, and the 19th October, 1905, and now repeated 
Kiave been indorsed by the present Minister at ‘Tehran, by lis immediate predecessor, 
and by the Consul-General, Meshed. Nor have our Representatives in Persia been leil 
by events subsequent to the Russo-Japanese war to consider the necessity for the 
retention of the Military: Attaché at Meshed to be in any way less urgent, 

Tn these circumstances we would ask that the decision conveyed in your telegram. 
of the 25th February last may be reconsidered, ‘Phe abolition of this appointment 
would, we apprehend, lead to a return to the same state of affairs as formerly existed, 
in which information could only be obtained ina perfunctory and incomplete manner, 
‘The valuable work of the last three years would be undone, and tho organization 
established, if now destroyed, could be restored only after the expenditure of much 
time and labour, 

12. We hiave so far dealt with sub-head (a) of paragraph 1 of this despateh. 

‘Our second recommendation, that Captain Smyth should be retained in his present 
post until the 20th October, 1908, is based mainly on the desirability of maintaining 


nents and. 
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during the carly stages of the entente the. happy personal relations which tis officer 
has succeeded in establishing with Captain Skouratt, the Russian Military Attaché, 
‘and M, de Klemme, the Russian Consul-General at Meshed, and with other Russian 
officers and officinls in Central Asi y 
‘This year C Skouratt invited Captain Smyth to accompany him to the 
mancuvres of the Ist Turkestan A’ s,and made the ;plication to 
the authorities at ‘Tashkent ; the request was supported by a private letter from 
M, de Klemme to the Political Agent at that town. Captain Skouratt’s application, 
however, could not he to the employment of half the troops in 
guarding the railways and towns against revolutionary outbreaks and outrage: 
Dut minor mancouvres were to take place thi 
Possibly'the invitation may he renewed! next year. 
regret if we wore not in a. position to utilize such a favourable opportu 
cstiblishing closer personal relations between the officers of the two armic 
thus tomoving the attitude of mutual suspicion and distrust which has unfortunately 
Tioen charactoristie of i the past. Incidentally, too, such an invitation 
information of the progress in training, organiza- 
tion, and equipment made by the troops in Russian ‘Turkestan sinee the war, . 
‘No the value of Captain Work Sit C, Spring-Rice has testified recently, in 
his despatch No. 28 of the 24th July, which transmitted to the Government of India 
iis abovesquoted despatch No. 168 of the same date ve 
3, Should our proposals meet with your approval, the question of the incidence 
of cost willl tuinain Tor disposal, Whis was dealt with in our Military Department 
dospateh of the 10th October, 1905, 
We have, &e. 
(Signed) MINTO. 
KITCHENER. 
HL. ERLE. RICHARDS. 
BE. .N. BAKER. 
©. HL. scort, 
I, ADAMSON. 
J.B, FINLAY. 
J, 0, MILLER, 


Inclosure 2 in No, 382. 


Government of India to Mr. Morley. 
(Polographiec 
AILEN may we expect a reply fo our despatch No, 116, dated the 7th, Nov 
Inst? War Oilice is pressing for information as to date on which Smyth can be 
worbed into veginent, 





No, 888, 
India Office to Koreign Office. —(Received March 19.) 


India Office, March V7, 1908. 

TN reply to your letter dated the 10th instant, inclosingg a copy of a telegram from 

jesty’s Chargé d’ Affaires at ‘Tehran as to the method of effecting the exchange 

of Ue Meshed-Seistan and Meshed-"Telran telegraph lines, Lam directed by Mr. Seere- 

tity Morley to inelose a copy of a note on the subject by the Direetor-in-chiet of the 
Ludo-Buropean Telegraph, Department. - 

Mr, Morley concurs in the views expressed by Mr. Kirk, and, subject, : 

‘< concurrence, is of opinion that the procedure suggested by Mr. Marling may be 

pproved. 
me Tam, &e, 
(Sigued) \. GODLEY. 


931 
Tnelosure in No. 383. 
Note on Mr. Murting’s Telegram No. 70 to Foreign Office, dated March 7, 1908, 


‘THE British maintain the Telran-Meshed tine for the Persian Government wider 
au informal arrangement, which either side can put an end to whenever it may desire to 
do so, The Rossians maintain the Meshed-Seistan line on much the sime conditions, 
When the question of the exchange of control aver the lines is broughit before the Persian 
Government, it is possible they may object to having any chauge made, or may decide 
that their own Telegraph Administration should maintain the lines, It has been 
reported that the fecling in the Persian National Assembly is at present strongly in 
favour of Persian affairs being managed by Persian officials, [t is thought that the 
question of the transfer should therefore, if possible, be made a mere telegraph, and 
not a political matter, and to effect this, both the Russian Minister and Mr. Marling 
consider it should be raised by the British and Russian ‘Delegraph Departments with 
the Persian Telegraph Administration, the Legations not moving in it unless itis found 
to be absolute y. This procedure appears to be a,sound one to adopt, If 
tle question can be shown to be one of telegraph ndministration only, and is accepted 
as such by the Persian Government, it would without doubt be more readily settled in 
the way that we wish, 

The British signallers on the Seistan line belong to the Indian ‘Telegraph Depart= 
ment, and this is why Mr, Marling points out. that the Indo-Buropean ‘Telegraph 
Hepartment is not directly concerned in :lie transfer. He thinks this need not be au 
o\jstacle to the Indo-European ‘Velegraph Department acting in the matter, and I think 
this may be agreed to, ‘The Government of India are most anxions to get the control 
of the Seistan line into British hands, and are likely to accept any procedure that will 
bring this about, 

‘The line Meshed to Tehran is 668, and the line Meshed to Sefstan 528 miles 
Joug. ‘The proposed arrangement is that the British should maintain the section fr 
Khaf to Seistan only, Khaf being some 150 niles distant from Meshed, When this 


comes before the Persian Government, the inquity seems likely to be made why. the 
\shole section is not to be taken over by the British, and be difficult to keep the 


litical element out of the answer, It is quite possible that the Persian Government 
way have proposals of their own to make, However, by putting the question of the 
transfer forward as a telegraph matter, information will be obtained as to the view the 
Persian Government take of it, and it may be treated with less suspicion than if it had 
come before them trom the two Legations, Mr, Marling's proposals might therefore 
be accepted as put forward by him in his telegram, 


(Signed) H. A. KIRK, 
March 9, 1908, 


(9556) No, 884. 


Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey,—(Received March 19.) 
(No, 51.) 
(Delegraphic.) St, Petersburgh, March 19, 1908. 
YOUR telegram No, 64: Seistan telegraph, 
Minister for Foreign Affairs informs me that now instrument was dispatched long 
Defore Russian Minister at Mehiran hind given che instructions to repair line to Khat 
‘The special room is to replace the station which was completely destroyed by 
s. The instrament will not be installed at Birjand, and. no will be 
effected by Russian employés on Khaf-Seistan section, It is nevertheless pointed out 
flint unless the necessary fepairs on the above-named seetion argeffected in time t 
may be interruption of telegraphic communication, while, on the other hand, it 
clearly impossible for the repairs to be executed by Indian Telegraph Department, 
‘until the consent of the Persian Government has been obtained to the arrangement. for 
the exchange of telegraph lines. 
In these circumstances Russian Government are ready to agree to ay 
which His Majesty's Government may propose to meet the above difficulties, and are 
ready to celle to His Majesty’s Government by the 8th April instrument if the latter 
£0 desire. 
(Sent to Tehran.) 





{is 














(9303) No. 385 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Marling. 
(No, 62.) 
(elegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, March 19, 1908. 
WITH. reference to paragraphs Nos. 1 and 3 of your telegram No, 59 of the 
27th ultimo. 
Oil Syndicate desire to leave matter in your hands entirely. They aro satisfied 
with your action and grateful for information supplied. 





[9634] No. 886, 


< Vr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—( Received March 20.) 
Se Tehran, March 6, 1908. 

1 HAVE the honour to transmit herewith copies of Memoranda exchanged 
‘Turkish and Persian Commissioners respecting the Treaties bearmg on the question of 
the ‘Turco-Persian frontier, 

T have, &e, 
(Signed) CHARTES M, MARLING. 


Tnclosure 1 in No, 386. 


Memovanitun hanted on the 26 Kanowi-ieSani, 1328, by the Lnperial Ottoman Commission 
of Inquiry to the Imperial Persian boner Comussion of Azerbaijan. 


(translation, 

HUA Sate puedo Saas ania bateton iol petace rare Ot ral property 
depends on vali title-deeds, $0, too, the tracing of the frontier of two Great Powers ix 
defined by Treaties, Of the lreatics which I have by me, and which are sufficient to 
demonstrate the truth sought by the two parties, the lirst is ¢ reaty contracted in 
Shual 1040 in the time of the deceused ian Murad TV, At that time the frontier 
was delined in conformity with national distinctions, and accordingly assurance was 

on that the ‘ian Government would not interfere with the Kurds, who are ours, 

Second, the Mreaty made on the 17th Sefer, 1140, in the time of the deceased 
Sully Ahmed 111, _Inthisit was 'ecided that not ouly Kurdistan, but a number of towns 
now under the Administration of Persia should remain to us. 

‘Vhird, dhe Treaty made in Jemadisal-Akhir, Li49, in the (ine of the deccased 
ulti, Malinioud {, In this the frontier of Sultan Murad 1V as confirmed, 

Fuurth, the ‘Treaty made on the 17th Shaban, 1159, inthe same reign, In this the 
fronticr-line of the tinie of Sultan Murad LV was taken as the frontier. 

Vitili, the ‘Treaty made on the th Zilkadeh, 128, in the time of the deceased 
Sultan Mahmoud 1, ” tn this also both the ancient frontier way confirmed, and Persia 
hound itself not to interfere with the Sanjak of Kurdistan, Further, it was inserted in 
the ‘Treaty that those of the Haideranli and Sipeki tribes which, seduced by the late 
Abbas Mitzi, had fought against us, who wished to go to Persia should not be prevented, 
such things coring to the rules which prevail regarding those who help the 
inva country which is restored by ‘Treaty. 

eaty mide on the 16th of Jemadi-ul-Akbir, 1263, in the time of 
the deceased Sultan Abdul Mejid, In this also, while certain’ places were explicitly 
mentioned in the direction of Zohab, the foree of ancient ‘Treaties was maintained and 
confirmed, 

‘Thus the interference of Persia, which has sometimes been manifested in the 

kazas, and livas of Kurdistan from Bayazid to the extreme frontier 
of Suleimanieh, ix based on no right, but is a presumptuous thing connecte 
with the-slimness of certain frontier offictals opposed to Treaties and to the iuterests uf 
limitrophe rules, 

But it is well known that, though thus seduced and tempted, the tie whieh bound 

the Kurds to their former sovereign benefactor always existed, and that when somewhat 
pressed by you their senses returned to them, and they spoke the truth, and 
repliei to your funietionories. Even were it possible to shut our eyes to such ailroitness 
on the part of your frontier offieluls in the time of our Derebeys, the: 
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for things which destroy the peace and quiet of the population of both sides, and just a3 
by God's grace the ncighbourhood of Urumia has this year been exempt. from the 
iiicursions of the Kurds, so we expect, in the name of Islam and humanity, that no 
obstacle will be placed in the way of a period of prosperity to assure peace and security 
along this part of the frontier. 


Tnclosure 2 in No, 886, 


Answer, dated 5 Mularrem, 1326, to the Memorandum dated 29 Zilhujel, 1825, addressed 
by the Inperiel Ottoman Commission to the nperial Persian Commission. 


(Translation,) 

YOUR Excellency takes international ‘Treaties as the basis for deli 
national frontiers, ‘This is true, and it is incontestable that snered ‘Tren 
the foundation for tracing frontiers, and they must he held in honour, But, in 
conformity with current principles and international Inve, every new Treaty annuls. past 
‘Treaties, except regariling any item fro-n the pat Treaties, which is explicitly stated to 
he maintained in the new Treaty. Consequently, the basis of both Mussulman States for 
hegotiating and for delimiting the frontier is the last ‘Treaty, contracted on the 
16th Jemadi Akbir, 1263. 

‘There is no need for the Persian Commission to declare and explain that the 
existence of this Treaty rebuts or aunuls or eliminates the various Treaties written in 
the Memorandum of the honourable Ottoman Commission, In the last ‘Treaty made 
between the two Powers on the 16th Jemadi-ul-Akhir, 1263, the delimitation of the 
frontier is explicitly set forth, and if it is examined with the eye of equity, there is nob 
theslightest room fordoubt, After naming with precision and detail in the [Ind Article 
cortain things which the two Mussulman Powers code to one another, it is clearly 
written in the 11rd Article that the Contracting Parties have by the present ‘Treaty 
abandoned their other territorial claims,” From these two Articles it is understood in 
4 manifest manner that approved claims are exchanged in Article 11, and that the two 
parties abandon their claim to the things which are not settled in. Article IT, Iv is 
possible that, relying under a mistaken impression on Article 1X of this ‘Treaty to prove 
the permaneney of past ‘Treaties, you brought this Article inio discussion, ‘Fo remove 
doubt, T may say tlat if ina ndw Treaty the solution of w question or difference. is 
explicitly set forth, no room is left for reverting to past Treaties, Article TX com 
preliends such questions as that of Van, of which mention is omitted in the new ‘realy. 
Consequently, as the Lind and {rd Articles of this Treaty decided the questions of 
territorial anid frontier claims, the IXth Article has no effect in this. mutter, especially 
seeing that in that Article it is clearly stated that “the force and provisions of all 

lauses aud Articles in former ‘Treaties, and especially of the ‘Treaty concluded at 
szeroum in 1288, ace maintained, excepting those, modified or annulled by the present 
‘Vreaty.” 

{have read the sentence in your Memorandum that “the interference of Ue 
Persian Government, which has at times been manifested in the villages, nabichs, 
kazas, and lives of Kurdistan from Bayazid to the extreme frontier of Suleimaniel, is 
based on no right,” as well as the Appendix, which continues to the end of your 
Excelleney’s Menorandum, But even if, apart from possession (occupation) at) the 
rime the last Treaty was contracted, the occupation of any other period he proved, it 

not by any means have # legal and effective result, or be a pretext for founding a 

iaim, For, as the Illrd Article of the last ‘Treaty annuls and abolishes all such claims 

Fights on Doth sides, both parties have explicitly undertaken to renowee such 
claims. Hovever, if attention is to be paid to. such vague and bygone elaiins, and 
Doth parties are at liberty to denand territory in each other's occupation, Persia van 
easily prove its past occupation in most of the territory and provinices now occupiel by 
Marke 





(9624) No. 887. 
India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received March 20.) 


Sir, India Office, March 19, 1908, 
IN reply to your letter dated the 16th instant, inclosing copy of a telegram from 
His Majesty’s Chargé d'Affaires at Tehran as to the subsidy of the German school at 
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Pers s rev directed to say that 
that place, secured on the Persian customs revenues, T am i to say 

Mr Secretary Morley concurs in the terms of the draft telecram which Secretary 
Sit BE, Grey. proposes to ond to His Majesty’s Ambassador at St. Petersburgh on 
fhe subject, with a view to the protection of the existing British and Russian liens on 


those revenues. 








Tam, &e. f 
(Signed) ‘A. GODEEY. 





(9660) No, 388, 


ive—(Reecived Marr 20.) 





Lnidin Office to Bvely Off 
India Office, Moreh 20, 1908. 









AM divected by Mr, Secretary Morley to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
Je 18h March last, huclosing copy of a tologram from His Majesty’s Ambassador 









OF the rights now enjoyed by Great 
‘exchange between the two 





as to the tra to Russi 
in over the Helran- Khan telegraph line, and the 
noents ofthe Aeshod ian and 
reply, Lam to say that Mr. Morley concur ¢ propo i 
ater oe bis Afar to approve the suggestion of Sir A. Nicolson as to submitting 
ility of leaving to tho Representatives on the spot the choice 
node of approaching the Persian Government. 
























Lam, &e. 
(Signed) ' A. GODLEY. 





(9624) No. 889, 


ddivard Grey to Sir A. Nicolson. 





Foreign Office, March 20, 1908, 





ool at Toliran. ; ‘ i 
j of the 19th instant, respecting grant of subsidy. 


's tolegram No. ; F 
Wo consider security on customs is & pretext will 
i \e revenues: 


thereby be afforded for interference in any future loan question 
froin the customs aay bo proposed as security. Please inquire what view is taken. by 
the Russian Government 

Tris not casy to suggest what course can be adopted now, seeing that the Agree 
riont is apparently alreudy concluded, But the two Governments might jointly warn 
thy Porsian Government of the risk incurred by thom by hypothecating their revenues 
Vofore ti ‘boon allowed for the extent of their fesources to be investigated by the 
And the Persian Government might be reminded of the lien 
possoased by the Russian and British Governments on the eustoms revenues, 

























(9252) No. 390. 
z Sir Edward Grey to Mr. G. Barclay. 


hie.) Pe Foreign Office, March 20, 1908. 
SORAT and Persian ports will be visited by the Commander-in-chief, who 
ing on the Ath April for he Persian Gulf. 






is sta 





No, 3o1. 





(9556) 
Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Marling. 
eerie) P, Foreign Office, March 20, 1908. 
SEISTAN telegraph. whe ‘ 
Solution of Bigamd jucident, contained in Sir A, Nicolson's telegram No, 51 of the 


19th March, appears to be satisfactor 
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‘Terms of exchange will shortly be discussed by His Majesty's Ambassador with 
the Russian Government, and meantime there is no objection to necessary repairs being 
carried out by us on the Meshed-Tehran line, and by the Russians on the Khaf- 
Seistan section. 





(20143) No, 392. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir F. Lascelles, 
(So. 81,) 
Sir, Foreign Office, March 20, 1908. 


COUNT METTERNICH took the occasion of being ere to-day to say to me that 
a misunderstanding had arisen in Persia about the Customs administration, 

It had been suggested by the Persians that the Belgians shoul be removed and 
replaced by Germans. The Russian Minister had reported this to the Russian 
Government. As a matter of fact, however, the German Chargé d’Affaires at Tehran 
iad told the Persians at the time that Germany did not desire any change of the kind, 
and the Belgian Government had thanked the German Government for the action they 
had taken. ‘There had, therefore, been no intention on the part of Germany to bring 
about any change of the kind in the Customs adninistrati 















Lam, &o, 
(Signed) P, GREY. 





[9757] No 893, 
Persian Transport Compony lo Foreign Office, —(Received March 21.) 


8, Sulters' Hall Court, Cannon Street, London, 
Sir, Mareh 18, 1908. 

I HAVE the honour to refer to your letter of the 10th October, 1907, relative to 
certain suggestions made by this Company in connection with the management, of the 
Bakhtiari rond. 

We note with pleasure Captain Lorimer’s remar 
between the local agents of this Company and the Khans. 

We are not aware of any personal illawill on the part of the Chiefs against 

idual Directors of this Company, except in go far as Haji Ali Kuli Khan may 
ea grievance in the matter of certain lo sl by him in 1901 and 1906, Tn 
both these instances we have good reason 0 it the Chiefs asa body wero not 

issatistied with our refusal. 








on the relations existing 











a 


lieve 
















ch from Captain Lorimer, transmitted to 
andum of the 4th December, 1907, in which Captain Lorimor 
inadvisable to expend a further penny’ on repairs to bridges on any: 
, Lam instructed to point out that irreparable damage may ensue to the bridges 
se were followed. The bridges constitute our principal hold on. the futiire 
of the road, We have incurred great. expense andl trouble in connection with this road, 
‘aud we do not think it is reasonable to snake us ran a risk of the enterprise becoming 
4 failure owing to neglect just when it is showing such highly successful results, 
Tam further instructed to say that the moment does not appearyet to have arrived 
satisfactory setilement can be come to with the Chiefs as to’ the future upkeep 
of the road. We hope that the time will come soon, but, until it does come. we trust 
His Majesty's Government will agroe with us that the bridges must be kept in proper 





























order. 


Thave, &c, 
(Signed) H, W. MACLEAN, Secretary. 








No. 394, 
Persian Transport Company to Foreign Office. —(Received Mareh 21.) 


[9763] 


8, Salter's Hull Court, Cannon Street, Loniton, 
Sin, March 19, 1908, 

THAVE the honour to refer to your letter of the 10th October, 1907, relative to 
the clain: of this Company against the Bakhtiari Chiefs for sums due on account of 
construction of the Ahwaz—Ispahan road, 

(1563) 48 
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My Board takes note, with regard to the accounts for expenses incurred for 
inspections and repairs of bridges, and tor anjounts due for instalments and interest 
on eapital expenditare on construction, that His Majesty's Government is unable to 
sanction the enleulation of interest on overdue amounts at a higher rate than 6 per cent: 
per annum, 

‘We do not find in Article 2 of the Agreement for construction of the road any 
provision altering the usual rate of interest paid on overdue amounts, In the ordinary 
Course, when a debt falls due, the debtor, if unable to mect it, borrows at such rate 
of interest as he ean obtain from those willing to lend, and so satisfies the claim. The 
market rate of interest in Persia is 12 per cent. to 16 per cent., and the Chiefs are 
‘constantly in need of money, If’ we were to acquiesce in the-rate of G per cent, stated 
in your letter, we should be offering to the Chiefs an inducement at therate of Gto 9 per 

per annum to continue in default towards us. 

With regard to the charge for repairing and painting the bridges in 1901, we 
note:that no exception can rensonably be taken to the account, but that it is not 
desirable. to require payment of interest on this particular bill, which does not appear 
to have heen presonted to the Khans, For this omission we, however, were not 
responsible, His Majesty's Consul-General at. Ispahan failed to present this account 
to the Chivfs, ax mentioned in the copy of a letter from Mr. Preece of the 30th 
December, 1904, ty Sir Arthur Hardinge, inclosed in your letter to us of the 17th March, 
1905, 

With regard to the aceount for instalments and interest on 3,000/., we note that 
His Majesty’s Government cannot press this claim on the Khans on the yeneral ground 
that the sum referred'to was expended in contravention of this Company's undertaking, 
Whatever technical difficulties may exist in stating a ground for pressing this claim 
pon the hans, we submit that there is no doubt as to their moral obligation to accept 
this expenditure, which was essential to the completion of the road, and has already been 
recouped to them with handsome profit out of its revenues. 

We think we have a strong elaim on the assistance of His Majesty's Government 
in this matte 

His Majesty's Legation at Tebran took part in negotiating the original Agreement 
Lhotween tlie Chiefs and the constructors of the road, 

‘hat Agreement provided no profits to ihe constructors on any sum they might 
expend, ‘There was, teyefore, no incentive to the constractions to spend more than 
necessary. 

‘The original Agreement distinetly indicated a probability that more than 55001, 
Wight be spent on the road, In Mr, Lynch's letter of the 18th January, 1898, to 
Mic Hopwood, it was made clear that wien authorizing signature of the Agreement all 

undertook to do for 6,500/, was to erect the bridges and expend any bala m the 
track, 

Acting in the best interests of the Khans, we sunk @ considerable sum in the 
fmprovement of the track before the question of expenditure in excess of 5,600/, 
arose 

lie constr ‘e then confronted with a dilemma. ‘They had to complete the 
ond, cvnfident of its ultimate success, or they had to suspend operations and. proceed 
to revover from the Khans through Ills Majesty's Legation the cost of the incomplete 
venture, . 

Mhe road was completed for 8\500L—a very moderate sum—and has ever since 
conferred a handsome yearly revenue on the Chiefs, We estimate that their nett profit 
tosday, after deduction of all disbursements by them, and allowing for all instalment 
of principal and interest to date as claimed by us, amounts to 4,1302 (Annex (A) 
hereto.) 

Mad the venture failed, the Khans might haye had some reason in endeavouring to 
repudiate the ditional éxpenditure, But it they take the profits resulting from 
this expenditure they should also accept responsibility for it. ‘The least they can do 
is to pay us one twenty-fifth part of the 3,002. and interest thereon for each year 
past and future, so long as the aggregate profits are in exeeas of the expenditure. 

With regard: to the third account for instalments and interest on 5,501, we 
beg to point out that the Chiefs have never to our knowledge agreed in writing to the 
basis proposed by His Majesty's Legation, ‘There are, then, three interpretations of the 
Agreement 

(a) The Khans have never committed themselves to more’ than complianee with 
part of the first clause of the Agreement, viz,, to pay twenty-five instalments of 
11,000 krans each, and interest at 6 per cer 


337 


____(b.) His Majesty’s Legation has proposed a compromise on the basis of a total 
indebtedness of 300,000 krans, payable in twenty-five equal instalments of 11,000 
krans. each, and a-final payment. of 25,000 krans, with interest at G per cent. per 
snnum. 

_(c.) We bave uniformly maintained that such terms of the Agreement as are con 
tradictory must be construed in the light of the reasonable intentions at the time of the 
contracting parties. 


Referring to the Agreement — 


Under Article 1 the constructors are “to make such advances for the execution ot 
the works as hereinafter appear.” 
Under Article 2 the Chiefs agree to pay 6 per cent, interest on the “outlay” 
(undefined) and “to repay the capital sum "”— e 
the course of twenty-five years.” 
3y annual instalments of 11,000 Keays.” 


_ If the capital sum hai proved to be less than 275,000 krans the Chiefs would 
obviously not have paid twenty-five instalments of 11,000 krans, 

Under Article 3 the capital sum is clearly stated to be “a sum not exceeding 
5,500” The debt, therefore, ig in pounds sterling, and the yearly instalments of 
11,000 krans, mentioned in Article 2, must he converted into pounds sterling, If the 
course of exchange had buen such that it would have been more profitable for 
the Kans to pay on the sterling basis we could not have resisted such claim 
yy them, 


‘There is a difference between (a) and (#) of some 1,2501, Between (b) and (c) the 
only difference, as regards the principal sum, is the risk of exchange, If the rate of 
Persians exchange were to remain uniformly at 54°55 per pound sterling the Company 
would suffer no loss. Ax it is the Company has already suffered loss on the basis of (i) 
of 197L on the instalments actually paid to date, At the present woment the exchange 
would be slightly in its favour as regards any sum paid now, 

As regards past due interest, our remarks in the second paragraph of this letter 
apply equally to arrears of capital 
___ The copy of accounts sent ‘your Memorandum of the 12th November last 
is made ont on the basis of (c), with which we are in accord; that inclosed in your 
letter of the Gth instant is a correct account on the basis of (b). 

We are pleased to learn from the despatch from Mr. Marling, inelosed in you 
letter of the 6th instant, that the firm tone adopted tonards the Chiefs, as disclosed in 
the papers inclosed in your Memorandum to us of the 4th December, has produced a 


good effect, and that tere is some prospect of the Chiefs making a further payment to 
a prosp making 1 further payment t 


With regard to your inquiry whether we are prepared to waive the right of 
receiving payment at Ahwaz, {am instracted to say that this Company desires to hol 
to its right of payment at Ahwaz, 


T have, &e, 
(Signed) H. W. MACLEAN, Secretary. 
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Mnonaxount showing Nett Profit to the Khans from the Bakhtiari Road 
. to date, 





Net Profit. 


| £ 
s7i8 


ls received by Khans, 1900-1907. 
Amount expendl— 


Oy orravais: yart of road 


ul opuun Bridge), estimate 
at ma yates 
Paid on account of instalmen's of enpital 
Hnterest fo Match 1907 ea oe 
Paid on aoysunt for bridge repnire 
itl anit spent ow repairs (7 year 
muri aes robberies 
ie mh 
Batininte of other elaime 


"at 10012) 
£ 


Amount due by: Rhnne— 
Hane ai tan 
Tixuinents and Inne othe ext 30008, 08 

SHEA, Se eghee eelt oo 





Ditferenee, being wot profit to Khany «| 





‘This matemont ker no account of the large profits sceruing to the Khans from rents of earavanseraie 
Law il out to contractors with the monopoly of supply of forage. 





(9660) No. 895, 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir A, Nicolson. 


P, Foreign Office, March 21, 1908, 
ference to your telegram No, 48 of tho 17th instant : 
xchange of Porsian telograph lines. ; 
act na cention that we should propose to the Tussian Government that we 
ve to the discrotion of the Representatives of the tivo Powers at Tehran tho 
choice of the best way to approach the Persian Government has my approval. 





(9874) No. 396, 


Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Bdward Grey—(Received March 22. 


ne AN Py St. Petersburgh, March 22, 1908. 
CHANGE of tlygraplg 
patch No, 8) of the 18th instant, 
T should, | presuie, be right in informing M, Tavolsky that the steps to be taken 
by M,dle Hartwig and Mr, Marling at Tehran with @ view to obtain the consent of the 
Persian Government to the exchange, need not be delayed by any discussions here as 


ay 5 a * 
ait M. Esvolsky will raise objection to the retention of British signallers 
UAL PRA U sta oes TauneaTonpa ing sh ure abo a aici a 
egard to the removal of Russian signallers, &c., from the intermediate sections of the 
Khaf-Nasratabad line. We are, I understand, willin to agree that the ae 
signallers should remain at these Jast two places mentioned. If, however, I see that 


Minister for Foreign Affairs is well disposed, I will endeavour to procure their removal 


Nasratabiid, : ‘ bedi rec 
from Nagra enn Dopartnient lias still the question of the Khanikin section under 


its consideratioi, Lthink that Thad better not raise it for the present. 
(Repeated 6 Tehran.) 
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(10028) No. 397. 
Minute by Mr, Kirk—{Communicated ty India Office, March 23.) 


MR. MARLING'S telegram No. 78, dated March 16, 1908. 

‘The Persian Director has informed the Consul-General at Moshed, with reference 
to the Meslied-Seistan line, that the Persian Administration only pays’ rent of offices 
and wages of Persian clerks, and that the Russians pay wages of the gholams and rent ; 
also cost of repairs and all other expenses. It is difficult to say for what purpose rent 
is also paid hy the Russians unless it is for housing their own signallers, But in the 
Government of India despatch No, 16, dated 16th January, 1908, it is stated that it is 
Delieved that the cost of repairs of this Tine is defrayed by the Persian Govornmont by 
means of orders in favour of Russian telograph officials on the local Governors of 
Seistan and Kain, I think the Director of Telegraph at Tehran wrote. me somo threo 
years ago something to the same effect, but Teannot trace the latter as. it was not an 
Official one, I donot think that the Persian Director’s statement that the Russians 
Pay all the expenses of the line that he says they do.is correct. As the whole Persian 
telegraph system is farmed out to the highest bidder, it is to the intorest of the Persian 
‘Telegraph Administration to be relieved of any charges that would otherwise fall on it, 

Mr. Marling’s telegram No. 79 of tho 17th March and Sir A. Nicolson’ telegram 
No. 61 of the 19ih March, 

Mr. Marling reports that the Russian telegraphist is still trying to obtain the 
special room at Birjand for the tape telegraph instrument, But telegram No. 51 
thows that it has) boon sotted nt. $e Potersburgh that the instrument will not be 
installed. In this telegram it is also reported that the Russian Minister at Tehran 
had given instructions to repair the line only beuween Moshed and Khaf, but it is 
pointed out that this may lead to interruption of communication heaven’ Khaf and 

d that the Russian Government are ready to) agreo to any meastires. to moot 
tho above difficulty. It appears to be certainly just) as necessary that the Russians 
should maintain and repair the Khaf-Seistan section of line, until the exchango of 
telegraph lines has taken place, as it is that the British should do the same for the 
Meshed-Seistan line. This seems to be the only working arrangement, and it might be 
Pointed out to the Russian Goverament that this is what its considered. both sides 
sliould do, 


March 20, 1908, 





(20052) No. 898, 


India Office to Foreign Offce,—(Receivedt March 28.) 


Sir, India Office, March 21, 1908, 

IN reply to your letter, dated the 12th ultimo, regarding the setviees of the Khan 
of Bander Rig ih connection with the eapture of the Dayir pirates, 1 am direotod by 
Mr. Sec Morley to inclose copy of telegraphic correspondence with the Govern 
ment of India on the subject, 

Mr. Morley agrees in the view that His Majesty's Government’ appreciation of the 
Klan’ services should be expressed to the Persian Goverment, He proposes, subject 
to Sir Ei. Grey’s concurrence, to approve the suggestion of the Government of India 
that the Khan should be informed directly by the Resident of the intimation made to 
the Persian Government. 

As regards the closing of Muscat to Afghans concerned in the arms traffic, | am to 
refer to the correspondence ending with my letter of the 4th instant, 

Tam, &e, 
(Signed) "A, GODLEY. 





340 


Inclosure 1 in No, 398. 
Mr. Morley to Government of India. 


(Tatogeaphig) |B. India Office, February 18, 1908, 
PLEASE refer to letter to Commander-in-chiet of the 22nd December from Com- 
mander of “Highflyer.” Pirates in Persian Gulf. 

Its propose by Foreign Ofce that appreciation of services of Khan of Bander 
Rig should be expressed to Persian Government, aud it is suggested that your 
Government should make him small present, 1 shall be glad to know whether you 
concur. 

Appreciation of Captain Hickley’s services has been communicated by Foreign 
Onfice to Admiralty. Vnless you see any objection, you should make similar comuunien 
tion to Resident in Persian Gulf, 


——_———E_ 
Inclosure 2 in No. 398. 


Government of Indin to Mr. Morley 
egraphic) — P. March 17, 1008, 
Bay Your telegram dated the 18th ultimo. 

tw Khan of Bandar fig by Resident in 
Porsiau ( i ly benefited b ance 
to him expression of appreciation Majes werament, especi 
Cox is jetiitted to intimate to him the fact, 

We have acknowledged the services of the Resident, 





(10061) No, 309, 


Sir A. Nicolson to dir Buward Grey—(Received March 28.) 
No. 56.) 
(etoare hie.) P, St. Petersburgh, March 23, 1908, 
ERMANY and loan to Persian Government. 
Teportn secelved by Afinistar for Foreign Affaire tram Tehran indicate sone 
‘dom part of Gerinan Minjater there, and M, Tsvolsky understands that the latter 
fe ventilating question of establishment of the German Bank, and of a loan or advance 
te the Persian Government, Although, in M, Isvolsky"s opinion, there is no fear of this 
hetivity taking a definite shape in the immediate future, he considers it advisable that 
oti radurstanding should be arrived at by the Russian and British Goveraments as 
Mo what eases aould be taken in order to forestall any proposal made by the German 
ation. 
wis Excelloney has discussed this quntion with me ance or ein bare, and he 
considers it signiticant that, while the German Minister said nothing to M. de Hartwi 
ho showld h ai to British Chargé d’Affaires. probability of a large Ioan wit 
fan International " Caisse de ln Detto,” and he considers that the motive of ange 
held by German. ister was a desire to sow discord between Russia and Great 
Britain, chongh T ioagine the, Russian Government eoukd Mock auy_ project to which 
thoy objected, as they have, I believe, preferential rights in regard to any future 
advances or loans. 5 
Think Mister for Forsiga Afaire would be glad to hear any suggestions you 
may aks on the subject, He had no very lia one himself beyond that M. Bizot 
should bo recommended to keep the British and Russian Legation’ informed, through 
‘roneh Legal y offers which might be made to the Persian Government, 
hud in the meantime to discourage that Government from making any attempt 10 raise 
‘a loan or an advance until he-has had time to become acquainted with the financial 
situation of the country. 
(Repeated to Tehran.) 
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19832] No. 400. 
Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received March 23.) 


(No. 80.) 
(Tolegraphic.) fn clair. 3 Tehran, Murch 23, 1908. 
/AL-ES-SULTAN left for Shiraz the 20th March, having accepted Governorship, 


No. 401. 
Sir Kdieard Grey to Mr, Marling. 


Foreign Office, March 
: and paragraph 4 (a) of I 
rospecting incidence of cost of repairs on 
Meshod-Seistan telegraph 
Is information respecting division of expenses furnished by th 
Moshed, as reported in your telegram No. 78 of the 16th instant, undoubted! 
in your opinion ? id 





No. 402, 
Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Marling. 


Forrign Office, March 
© 2th Ootober, 1907, n 


inform the Bakhtiari Khans of the repairs which it a aan iF 


to carry out on the Godar Bridge, in accordance with the wish express 


Set by tho 


Tam, &. 
(Signed) B. GREY. 


No, 408, 
Foreign Office to the Persian Transport Company, 


Storetie 


Fam, &e, 
(Signed) W. LANGLEY. 


















{10269} . 404, 
Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received March 25.) 
(No. 57, 
(Telegraphic) Bs Si, Petersburgh, March 25, 1908, 
SEISTAN tel s: Birjand incident. 





her Memorandum from Ministry for Foreign Affairs, stating 
that telegraphic administration at ‘Tiflis gave the order for the dispatch of the 
instrument in October 1907, when they hid no knowledge of the arrangement between 
vat Britain and Russia as to exchange of lines. 

‘The instrunvent ‘dat Birjand, and Russian Minister at Tebran 
us received instructio it 

Would you wish ine to convey yi 
courteous explinations which he has iy 
‘considered closed ? 

















thanks to for the friendly and 
me, as incident may now, I think, be 











(10257) No, 405. 
Mr, Marling to Sir Edward Grev.—(Received March 25.) 
No. $1, 
(Naisenbnieg P. ‘Tehran, March 28, 1908, 
GERMAN ‘inanetal aspirations and possibilities of a loan. (please refer to Sir A. 











Nicolson’s telegram No, 06), T donot think that Count Quadt is attempting anything 
of this latter nature at present, 

hough, of course, the opening of the German bank next autumn would allow 
of nore direct action, all that 1 gathered from his language to me was that Germany 


would try to gol a yoiee inv any scheme of finnneial control if the occasion were offered 
by Povsin raising a lange loam, 

















(10269) No. 406. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir A, Nicolson, 
(No, 87) 


(Melographie) P, Foreign Office, March 25, 1908. 
WXCHANGE of telograph lines. 








As you propose in your telegram No, 57, you may thank Russian Government for 
‘uction in Binjand incident, 





(10061) No. 407. 


Foreign Office to India Office. 


Foreign Office, March 25, 1908. 
¥y Sir Edward Grey to transmit to you herewith decyphor 
y's Ambassador at St. Potersburgh,® reporting suggestions 
Minister for Foreign Affairs as to the steps which His 
ments would do well to take in common in order to 
forestall proposals whieh, the German Government are expected to make for an advance 
to thy Persian Government and for the establishment of a German bank at Tehran, 

As Mr. Secrotary Morley is aware, Sir A. Nicolson is correct in his helief that 
Russia enjoys in Porsin preferential rights as regards loans and advances since one of 
the vonditions exacted by: the Russian from the Persian Government in return for the 
Hoan made by the former to the latter in 1900 was that Persia should, during a period 
Of fon years, contract uo further loan from any: foreign Power without the consent of 
Russia. His Maj jovernment have, however, since that date been able to make 
auyances to the Pe ‘overnment through the Imperial Bank of Persia, and it is 

willy open to the German Government to take similar action either through the 
Gorman bank at Tehran, if it should be established, or through some other intermediary. 


TAM directed by Secrets 
telogram from Mis Maje 
eto hin by. the Russi 
Majesty's and the Russian 












































* No, 




















(9206) No. 407*, 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr, Marling, 


(No. 67.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, March 26, 1908, 
WITH regard!'to the information reported in your telegram’ No. 77 respecting 


the treatment of a Babrein subject in Persia, I am asking tho India Olfibe thet 
Major Cox should be asked for his views of what action could sueoessfully he: taken 
to vindicate our position, 

‘You should make a formal protest to the Persian Government against tho action 
of the Governor of Lingah in arbitrarily punishing a British-protected subject, and. in 
declining to recognize the good offices of the British Resident, 



































1563) 
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The possession by Russia of the preferential rights referred to is therefore of no value 
as a defence against any German scheme for an advance to the Persian Government, 

Tn these circumstances it appears to Sir E. Grey that the suggestion of M. Isvolsky, 
that the newly-appointed French Financial Adviser to the Persian Government should 
be recommended to discourage any attempt on their part to obtain an advance until he 
has had time to study the financial situation, and that he should keep His Majesty's 
and. the Russian Legations informed, through the French Legation, of any offer of the 
Kind which may be made at Tehran, offers the best means of frustrating any attempt 
to provide the Persian Government with money from German sources, He is accordingly 
disposed to instruct Sir A. Nicolson to propose to M. Isvolsky that His Majesty’s and 
the Russian Governments should approach the French Government, either jointly or 
simultaneously, with the request that they will cause the necessary directions to be 
conveyed to M. Bizot through the French Legation at Tehran, 

I am to state that Sir B. Grey would be glad to receiye early information as to 
whether Mr. Morley agrees as to the advisability of this course. 


Tam, &e. 
(Signed) LOUIS MALLET, 











[10384] No. 408, 
Mr. Marling (o Sir Edward Grey.—(Received March 26.) 
‘No. 82.) 
Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, March 26, 1908, 


EXCHANGE of telovraph lines and incidence of expenses on’the Seistan the 

With reference to your telegram No, 66 of the 23r instant, Please repeat last 
Wagniss, Teannot find the reference to the Meshed diary. T have just received here 
detailed Report prepared for the Government of India by Major Resnion, the Majesty's 
fonsul in Seistan, in which the requived information will probably be found, ot ore 
forwarding a copy of it by the messenger leaving 27th instant, 3,102 rupees a-month 
Upkaon ial as being cost of telegraph and line establishment, "As retards ont at 
Upkeep, itis stated that nothing is paid from customs revenues or by local Governors of 
Kain and Selstan, Persian clerks’ wages and rent are not mentioned. 

(enerally this report confirms the information reccived from Meshed, 

Thaye not received the Indian Government's letter of the 16th January, 


ee 


[9874] No. 409, 
Foreign Office to India Office 

















Sir, Foreign Office, March 26, 1908, 
WITH reference to your letter of the 20th instant and previous correspondence 
relative to the proposed modification of telegraph ‘arrangements in Persia consequent 
gon the Anglo-Iussian Convention of the Slst August, 1907, I am dq: eted by 
Secretary Sir Edward Grey to transmit to you herewith, to be lid beter: Mr, Secré- 
’s Ambassador at St. Petershungh 
of the Tehran—Meshed and Khat- 

ussian Governments, 

Nicolson’s proposal to inform the Russian 
s of 
presenta- 
sian Government to 





























Sir B. 
Minister for I 















“ir A. Nicolson appears to have interpreted correctly the wishes of His Majesty's 
Government as to the removal of the Russian signallers fone (ro intermediate 
stations on the Khaf—Nasratabad section and the retention of the British signallers at 
the terminal stations in the Tehran-Meshed line, 

With regard to the penultimate paragraph of this tolegram, Sir A. Nicolson has 
Tow explained in a further message that, if M, Isvolsky shows tio desire t1 retain a 
Russian signaller at Nasratabad, he proposes to endeavour to obtain the removal of 








* No, 396. : 
[1563] 4U 
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that official at the same time as that of the Russian signallers at the intermediate 
stations in the Khaf-Nasratabad section. ‘ 

‘Sir E, Grey considers that such an arrangement would be in itself very desirable, 
pnt that the Russian Government are unlikely to consent to the removal of the 
Teossian signaller at Nastatabad unless His Majesty’s Government, on their part, are 
willing to relinquish the right to maintain a British signaller at ‘Tehran ort Meshed, 
Th whose preserice, he understands, Mr. Morley attaches great importance to insure 
the correct transmission of messages in English. 

Sir E, Grey concurs in Sir A. Nicolson’s view that it is better not to raise the 
question of the transfer to Russia of the British rights over the ‘Tehran Khanikin line 
ng reported in his Exeelleney’s telegram No. 54 of the 22nd instant, it is still 
Index the consideration of the competent Department of the Russian Government, 

‘Sir B, Grey is disposed to reply to Sir A, Nicolson’s telegram in the sense of the 
foregoing observations, but would be glad, before taking any action, to be favoured 
will an expression of Mx, Morley’s views on the subject. 

Thave, &e. 
(Signed) LOUIS MALLET. 
































(10461) No. 410, 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Receined March 27.) 


India Office, March 25, 1908." 
cr of the 4th instant, T am directed by Mr. Secretary 
Morley to inclose, to be laid before the Secretary of State for Foreign Alfains, copy of @ 
om the Political Resident in the Persian (Gulf as to the use of the German flag 
{ain native boats in the Persian G 

"Mhis letter appears to constitute the furt 
Major Cox’ letter inelosetl in his despatch to His Maj 
the 22nd December, 1007. Tt hadl already reached the C 
their wlegram of the 26th Kebruary last was dispatched. 

Apart ftom the subsidiary point whether any unauthorized British flags are bein 
flown by native eratt in these waters, all the information which is likely to be forth- 
coming his now been received. Tt remains to be decided whether there has Iieen such 
Fingoment. of the Brussels Act as to justify action by His Majesty's Governm 
if so, what form such action should take. 





uation of my 









st report promised in paragraph 4 of 
Minister ut Tohran, dated 
Wvernment of India when 

























Mr Secretary Morley would be glad to he favoured with the views of Sir E. Grey 
on the anbject. 
Tam, &e. 
(Signed) ‘A. GODLEY. 
Tnclosure 1 in No. 410, 
Major Cox to Government of India. 
(Confidential) Bushire, February 2, 1908. 


WITH reference to my letter dated the 22nd December, I have the honour to 
report the purport of @ further report. received from the Residency Agent, Lingal, on 
the subject of the three native craft flying the German flag in these waters. 

2 Our Agent had been able to induce the nakhoda, Amin-| 
to have had some slight tiff with Mri Brown, probably over their accounts, to give him 
his conficlence, 7 

Ttappears that Amin had his account with the German Company settled up to 
date before Mr, Brown's recent departure for Bussorah. ‘The amount ori 
borrowed from the Gerinan firm for the purpose of two of the vessels was 8,000 rupees; 
of this amount 2,000 rupees, estimated according to the arrangement previously 
explained, have been aritten off, and the boats now stand as mortgaged to the firm for 
6,000 rupees, vide the statement of which a copy is attached (Inclosure 2(1)). ‘The 
third vessel, the sambookh, is, as before explained, the sole property of Amin-bin-Ali, 





























* Sont with Forsigu Ofica letter No. 
+ Copy communicated to Foreign Ofice, 





21 of February 28, 1908, 
28, 1908. 
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having been acquired before he came in touch with the Germans, but it flies the 
German flag. ‘ i 
3. All three vessels are said to have similar “papers,” and Khan Saheb Ahga Badr 
has skilfully managed to obtain copies of them, taken confidentially by the Assistant 
Surgeon in charge of i tine duties at Lingah. ‘These papers apply to the 
smaller of the tivo booms, the “Fath-el-Rahman,” and to Amin-bin-Ali’s sambookh the 
ath-el-Kh ‘The paper belonging to the other boom, the “Samhan,” which is 
away oni the Malabar Coast, is with its nakhoda, Itis understood 16 be 
terms. Tt will be seen that these docume e not emanated from th 
Consulate at all, but aro simply irresponsible certificates issued hy Mr, Brow 
4. After perusal of ther Government, 1 beg that 1 may be informed as to 
ther any special action, cither through the Persian authorities or direct in the 
ection. er pene 1g these ok these vessels to fly the flag, is intended, 
in my last communication I referred to the provisions of the Brussels Act in this 
connection, but if the quotation of that Act to the Genin Government Soul bs 
sd, it would perhaps be advisable in the first instance that should endeavour 
for certain that no unauthorized British flags are being flown by native 
e waters. T have no reason to think that there are, ; 
case, I shall not take any further action in regard to the vessels, sailed by 
“Ali pending a reply from Goyernment to this referenc , 
moby: goby Of ths Hater is being” communicated to His Majesiy’s Chang d’AMaires, 

















the same 
e Gorman 





















































Tnelosure 2 in No. 410, ‘ 





“rtficates respecting Vessels Flying the German Flay in the Persian Gulf. 
(Gh) ve 


Ae is to acknowledge that we have received from Amin-bin-Ali the sum of 
000 rupees only as a part payment against the sum of 8,000 rupees, for which. his 


two boats are morigaged with us. ‘The remaining 000 Tamou atau 
i ° z sum of 6,0 oa atv 
against those boats, rupees is not ® standing. 





(Per pro, Robert: Wenckhaus and Co,), 


Lingah, December 15, 1907. iSiened) EAS RON: 





(2) 


Von Robert Wénckhaus and Co,, Lingah, Babrein, and Bushire 
Den 19 


Certificate, 
‘This is to certify that the boom named “ Fath-el-R: ” belon, mar (G 
dear taulCiuceergit atelanenitanantanye Qeeiee tise ie wee cas 
(Bor Robert Wonckhaus and Co,), 


Lingah, June 16, 1907. Signed) ROBENEEED 





@) 
Robert Wénckhaus and Co., Bushire, Bussorah, Bahrein, Lingah, and Bunder Abbas. 
2 ‘This is to inform all whom it may concern that the bc led “Fs oI ae 
BME A Mb 
(Per pro. Robert Wonckhaus and to), 
(Signed) THOMAS BROWN, 


Lingah, May 25, 1907. Agentur der Hamburg-Amerika Linie, 





* This word should clearly be “ now," and has been misread by the eopien—P, Z. C. 
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{10530} © 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.— (Received March 27.) 

at ash ic.) P. St. Petersburgh, arch 27, 1908, 
‘elegraphic) P. : 

N telegraph. Birjand incident. ‘1 
in Sak earaP Cite No. 87 of the 25th instant, T addressed note to, 
Resident-Ceneral conveying thanks for explanations furnished by them, Tadded that 
Tavauld communicate later views of His Majesty’s Government in regard to the repairs 
it might be necessary to make on the Khaf section pending settlement of exchange, 

(itepeated to Tehran.) 











/10695] No, 412, 
Mr. Marling to Sir Eihrard Grey.—( Received March 28.) 


Tehran, March 28, 1908, 

of Tnbrecs, entering into partnership 
‘sion for putting steam launches on 
1 proffered to the Prinee, but he has 





¥ objection to Messrs. Steven 
with Pri m Kuli, who holds a Co 
Lake Urmi? Russian participation has b 
efuseil ite : ‘ 
eT HL CESAR ATE granted Tefre the conclusion of the Anglo-Russian 
Agreoment. ‘ mn 
1 presume that thore is no objection. 








(10693) 





No, #13, 





Mr, G. Burelay lo Sir Edward Grey.— (Received March 29.) 

phic.) DP. Constantinople, March 29, 1908, 
FOLLOWING telogram, No. 24, dated yesterday, received from Mrz, Wratislaw, 
Urunia: 


(No. 79.) 
(Tole 











“1 have heard nothing of the Turkish Commission, a 

CHAR R the Minister for Foreign Aairs as to the desirability 
6f the neutral zone being taken as the basis of negotiations, the Persian Commissioner 
Tas sett Homie a despatch to the following effect s— . 

As longs tho Parks remain in occupation of the districts east of the disputed 
jone lo will he at a great disudvantige, as the inhabitants will naturally not dare say 
that they hayo ever been anything but "Turkish subjects; it is therefore necessary dhat 
tho Parks should be compelled to events these dist 
that otherwise they sill simply chim the whole neutral 1 
would be the re 





















aud another deadlock 





alt =*, 

“He heies me to support his proposal, What he says as regards the atti 
(he julubitants is true, but E told him that, though T agreed that ation 
dositable, it seemed too late to insist on it as a preliminary to negotiation 
thoy’ Tuid alroudy bowan, and also that enormous pressure would be necessa 
he gousent of the Porte,” 





















to secure 





{107301 No, 414, 


Sir A. Nicolson (0 Sir Bdwaril Grey.—(Received March 30.) 











‘St. Petersburgh, March 17, 1908 
aceoriimee with tle instructions conveyed in your 
{. Isvolsky the substance of Mr. Marling’s 
made in the Persian representation on the 
on, and also as to the desire of the Persian Govern 
nis shiould be transacted on the basis of the frontier line being 










































OE __ ee 


847, 


traced within the neutral zone. T beg leave to transmit copy of an aide-mémoire which | 
T left with his Excellency on the above subjects. 

Thave also the honour to inclose copy of a reply which [ have received from 
his Excellency, in which he informs me that the Russian Government will not for the 
moment raise the question of a substitute being found for the present. Persian 
Delegate, though they still maintain that not an efficient representative, 

AM. Isvolsky adils that M. 4inoview has been instructed to support at the Sublime 
Porte the proposal of the Persian Government that the frontier negotiations should be 
conducted on the basis of the line being traced within the neutral zone; and that 
AM. de Hartwig has been requested to instruct the Russian Vieo-Consul to do what he 
can to facilitate the discussions on the above-mentioned basis. 

Thave, &e, 
(Signed) A, NICOLSON. 











Inclosure 1 in No, 414. 


Aide-mémoire communicated by Sir A. Nicolson to M, Isvolsky, February 29 
(March 18), 1908, 





VAMBASSADE Britannique a Thonneur accuser réeeption de Yaide-mémoire 
que le Ministire Impérial a bien voula lui communiquer le 24 Révrier (8 Mars) an 
Sujet de la composition de la délégation Persane sur La Commission pour wiglee Te 
différend ‘Purco-Persan, 

L’Ambassade Britannique se permet de faire observer quo, d'aprds ses renseigno- 
ments il n'y a qu'un Délégué Persan, c'est-A-dire, Mokteshemsos-Sultanch, ot que 
Mustechar-ed-Dowleh paral ne pas faire partie de la Commission, mais est ‘actuelle. 
mnent A Téhéran dans sa qualité du Député du Medjliss, 

Du reste, le Ministre de Russio et Mr, Matling ont tout récemment on uno 

tion avec le Mushired-Dowleh, ot tous les trois paraissent Otro davis qu'il 
nieux de ne pas remplacer le Délégué Persan, afin de ne pas enuser. dos ddlaie 
s travaux de la Commission, vu quie Tahir Pacha a regu des ordres do tovenin A 
ia ot de recommencer les négoviations, 
Dans ces circonstances le Ministdre Impérial sera 
‘emenient Britannique, do Inisser les choses tel 
soulever la question d'un changement de Déléqué, 

LAmbassade Britannique profite de cette occasion pour informer le Ministdre 
Tinpérial que le Gouvernement Persan vient de charger son Délégué Winsistor pour 
que les négociations se basent sur la reconnaissance du fait que In ligne do frontidro 
dovrait étre traeée dans la zone neutre, Le Gouvernement Persan espbre que les deux 
Puissances feront A Constantinople des démarches pour quo des instructions sotent 
envoyées de Yildiz au Commissaire Ottoman dans le mémo sens, Le Gouvernement 
du Schah est trds inquiet des préparatifs ‘Turcs & plusieurs looalités sur la frontidre, ot 
il eroit que si les négociations no $0 placent pas sur la base susindiquée les agressions 
Turques recommenceront dans le printemps, 


Le Gouvernement Britannique serait heureux d’étre saisi des yues du Gouverne- 
ment Impérial & ce sujet, 






















































t-btre du méme avis que le 
les quielles sont et de ne pis 
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Tnelosure 2 in No, 414. 







Aiddesmémoire communicated by M. Tevolsky to Sir A, Nicolson, March 8 (16), 1908. 


TOUT en continuant i croire quo Je Premior Délégué Persan dans 1a Commission 
Frontitre n'est gudre capable de suffire 4 ta tiche importante qui lui ineombe, te 
ouvernement Tinpérial pense cependant, d'accord avecle Gouvernement, Britannique, 
gue, du moment que la Sublime Porte, d'une part, semble faire prouve. du dist 
amener les négociations au sujet du différend fronti’re: Aun résultat. salisfaisant, ot 
que le Gouvernement Persan, de autre, fait au Gouvernement, de Turquie une 
proposition claire et nette tendant & faire tracer In ligne-trontidre dans “la zone 
neutro, il est prifirable d’abandonner la marche des affaires & leur cours naturel ot de 
ne yas soulever pour le moment Ia question d'un remplacement de Moklitechamsous. 

Saltaneh par une autre personne. 
Nhu reste, le Gouvernement Impérial reconnait que la proposition du. Gouverne: 
1863) 4x 
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siatic i tic lig frontiére 
a "établir comme base des négociations la considération que la ligne fronti 
nant Te aete dang la zone neutie et de nature & faire renatie Vespoir dane 
solution du diférend acceptable pourles deux parties. Bn conséquenee, !Ambaasatane 
tle Tussie A Constantinople n été ehangé de soutenir auprés de Ia Porte la proposition 
bsmentionnée: des instructions ont 6t6 envoyées en méme temps au. Minisite 00 
Russie A éhéran Mvitont A prescrire au Baron Teherkassove de eontribuon, aston 
que esla sera en son pousoir, Ala marche favorable des pourparlers 
BA it i i jouvel it Britannique 
& Gouvernement Impérial serait fort reconnaissant an Gouvernement Britanniqy 
demain Sek OrConor de Me, Marling d'instructions analogues & celles gut ont été 
expédides AM. Zinoview et M. 'Tcherkassow. 
































[1oran) No. 415. 


Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received March 30.) 


Ge St. Petersburgh, March 17, 1908. 
Sih \vprer regard to your despatch No. 58 of the 2nd infant, have th Ronoas to 
ansinit, herewith copy of a letter which Th rom SM. I iat 
thn ho tusian Goverment Te oct trating spr he auton 
the exchange of the telegraph lines ehran—Meshe Kia Neaiaied eae a 
e or of the B rights over the ‘Tebran-Khanikin section. ul 
te ne tions will le ant to Ade HLarig in the sense of the ‘communication 

wvade fo me on the 25th January (0, 8), when he is informed that similar instruct 
Taye een sont to Mr, Marling. 
ven his telegram No, 70 of the 7h inst 



























te, Marling stated that he and the 
i 8 dif the Indo- 
xian Minister were of opinion that matters would te it 
Miran Uelegraph Deparment andthe Kvsin Telegraph Soerpentnt wa 
virdaelt the Perstan Government on the question of the exchange of the two 
eared tags L have not soentioned this proposal to MG Islay, but X think that 
vould be ready to full iu with any suggestion on whieh both the British and 
eet ntatives were in accord ; and, if you approve, T might propose to lis 
h of procedure stiould be left to the 

































Thave,&e 
e (Signed) A, NICOLSON. 





—— 





Tnclosure in No. 415. 
M, Isvolshy to Sir A. Nicolson. 


Suint=Det le % (16) Murs, 1908. 
on cher Ambassador, Suint-Detersbourg, le & (16) Mors, 1908. 
son gyms h votre lettre du 23 Povaier (7 Mary), Je “nvempres do vous fate 
savoie quo, pug le Gouvernement ritamigue pisre tater aay 
sti (os Phdran=Méolied ot Khaf—Nasratabad, ot celled : 
fan oie Hees Je Gouvernement Impérial ne trouve aucune objection & suivre 
dure. toe at . 
aa roe ersiuon}, joauis prot A muni ML de Hartwig dt trucions dante ns 
do ma lettre di 25 Janvier, op qui regard Tes deux premies Tignes, aust gue 
Yous aurea fait savoir que le Gouvernement Britannique consent 
ing des ordres analogues. 5 E 
ae aa Rederas ‘ession au Gouvernement Impérial des droits sur ta 
ligne airan-Khanékin, consent pa Ye Gouvernement Britanniqus, eette question 
y . i i ente. | 
eo trouve atullomont NW étude de PAdninistraton gompstent 
(Sind) ISVOLSKY. 
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110732] No. 416, 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey—(Received March 30.) 
(No. 149.) 
Sir, St. Petersburgh, March 19, 1908, 

ON ‘receipt of your telegram No. 64 of the 2nd instant, with reference to 
Mr. Marling’s telegram No. 41 of the 13th ultimo, relative to certain steps which hail 
been taken by the Russian authorities on the Khaf-Nasratabad telegraph line, 1 
communicated to M, Tsvolsky a pro-meriorid forth in detail the information 
which T had received on the subject 

T now have the honou mistnit copy of a reply which I hav 
his Excellency, giving explanations as to what had passed, and 
of the Ri Jovernment to consent to any measitres which His Majesty's Governnient 
might be disposed to propose in regard to the upkeep of the line pending the consent 
of the Persian Government. being obtained to the exchange of the telegraph lines 
Meshed“Tehran and Khaf-Nasratabad, 












received. from 
ig the readiness 




















Thave, &e. 
(Signed) A, NICOLSON. 


P. 





March 25.1 have to-day received a confidential pro-wemori 
for Foreign Affairs, copy of which I have the honour to inclose, gi 
uations in regard to this incident, 


from the 
ing further 





Minist 
expl 

















Inclosure 1 in No, 416, 


Pro-memorid communicated to M, Isvolsky by Sir A. Nicolson, 





TL appert des renseignements fournis par Je Ministre de Russie A/Tiéran que 
voi d'un appareil télégraphique a Birdjand s'explique par le fait que LAdministrae 
ion du district ct télégraphique de Tiflis, dans Te ressort duquel se trouve ta 
ligne Méched-Scistan, prend eonsidérablement & Tayance, toutes les mesures propane 
toires pour les séparations annuelles 4 fairo sur cette Ligne; Pappareil en question 
avait é16 envoyé sur les liewx, en conséquence, bien avant que le Ministre de Nussie t 
Téhéran efit donné les instructions nécossaires pour faire procéder & la réparation «le la 
ligne jusqu’A Khaf seulement, Quant ila question d’un bureau spécial pour Vemployé 

‘aphie Russe, Ja demande adressée aux autorités Porsanes s'explique par le 
‘difice de Ia station avait 6 compldtemont détruit par les pluies, cette 
ide ne visait géuéralemont qu’d obtenir un nouveau local, que le Gouvernement 
eat tenu & mettre 4 la disposition des employés, 

11 va de soi que lappareil en question ne sera pas installé 4 Birdjand, ot qu'aneune 
réparation no sera faito par les employés Russes sur la section Khat-Seistan, 

‘Tout de méme, il est a prendre en considération, d’une part, quo si les réparations 
nécessaires no sont pas faites temps sur la section susindiquée, if pourrait on résulter 
ne interruption complite des communications télégraphiques; autre part, il 1'es 
évidewment pas possible de confier ces réparations A des employes du béparton 
‘Télégraphique des Indes avant que le consentement du Gouvernement Persan 
VArrangement Télégraphique du 18 (31) Aott ne soit obtenu, car une paroille mesure 
provoquerait de juste mis dle Ja part des Persans, 

Dans ces conditions, le Gouvernement Impérial se éclare prét & conse 
moyen que lo Gouvernement Britannique proposerait afin d’écarter. les dilficultes 
exposées plus serait prét également & céder A ce dernier Pappareil télégraphiquo 
en question, ai le désir Iui en était exprimé. 


Saint-Pétershourg, le 5 (15) Mars, 1908, 


















































iri tout 

















Tnclosure 2 in No. 416. 


Pro-memorid communicated by M. Isvolsky to Sir A. Nicolson, 


(Confidentiel.) 


EN 0 référant & son pro-memorid du 5 Mars courant, le Ministdre Impérial des 


Affaires Etrangéres s'empresse d'informer l'Ambassade de la Grande-Bretagne de co 











852 


ailvances to Persin had the right to “‘rachete 
to see some definite line of policy in 
ought that the matter should be taken 


sanction, and even 9s regards temporary 
them if they were made. But he would wi 
respect to future loans decided upon, and he 


into consilleration. 5 
T said I would be happy to communicate his observations to you, and I should be 


Jad to know what proposals he had to make, On this point I founil his Exeelleney to 
Fea litte vague, He said that perhaps it would be well i'a recommendation were to 
be conveyed to M. Bizit mot to encourage the Rersian Government to seek for any 
Joans or advances until he had had time to study the financial situation, and that he 
should keep the two Legations informed, through the French Legation, of any projects 
which might come to his knowledge. 

L think that ML Isvolsky may be meditating some joint loan to be offered to the 
Jian Government, but that his views on the subject have not yet been developed 
‘on detailed project, iia that the statement of the German Minister to Mr. Marling 
the reports which haye reaclied him trom M. de Hartwig have a little perturbed 

him, He evidently feared that the German Minister was endeavouring to sow a 
difference between us, bit L told him that he could make his mind quite easy on that 
feore,. The iden of a joint loan of some dimensions to the Persian Government lins 
been for some time floating in the minds of the Russian Foreign Office, as on one or 
two occasions the matter has been mentioned to me, and it is possible that som 
proposal may be liereatter brought forward for the consideration of His Majesty's 


Government, 
Thave, &e. 
(Signed) A. NICOLSO! 





(10771) No, 419, 


Mr. G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey. —(Received March 30.) 
No: 1 


Sin, Consiantinople, March 24, 1908 


| HAVE the honour to forward herewith a despatch from the Military Attaché at 
this Embassy, roporting a conversation with the Russian Military Ataché regard 
the Turco-Porsian frontier question, 

T have &. 


(Signed) G, BARCLAY. 
Inclosure in No. 419. 


Colonel Surtees tn Sir N, O'Conor, 
e Constantinople, March 19, 1908. 
Vt the honour to inform you that in the course of a conversation held 
yesterday between me and the Russian Military “Agent” here, Colonel Holmsen, of the 
Thussian Genoral Sta the latter informed ie that Russia had notmoved a singlesoldier 


in respect of the difficultios on the 'Turco-Persian frontier, and that she had not the 
Teast intention of involving herself in a war with ‘Turkey at present. 
He added, however, that, should the ‘Turks by their methods render interference 
necessury, it was presttned that England and Russia would be found acting together. 
Colonel Holinsen is in close touch with his own General Staff at St. Petersburgh, 
although his relations with the Russian Ambassador here are not of an intimate character 
officially. 


Thave, &e, 
(Signed) H, CONYERS SURTEES, 
Colonel, General Staff, Military Attache, 
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(10885) No. 420, : 


India Office to Foreign Office. —(Received March 80.) 
Sir, 
1 India Office, March 
ane agen eh ay Ie of the 3 Ferry an 
direeted by Mr. ry Mo inclose, to be laid befure the Sec f State 
fee Mar ote le tm mre 
epee snc at f-Nasratabad telegraph line should be vested in the Indo. 
; ‘partment instead of the Indian Tel 
Fata ea: nee lan Telegraph Department. 
ie sje Bae eiesDirecl r-in-Chief of the Tndo-Buropean Telegraph Department on 
Mr. Mork FO} 38, subjec Sir P, " 
et ae ney p ere aibheet te, Sir B. Grey's concurrence, to send in reply the 
The favour of an early reply is requested, 
a Tam, &e, 
. (Signed) A GODT 
eee 
Tnelosure 1 No, 420, 


Wtbeaghia 08 Government of India to Mr, Morley. 

Exbutha of Persinn telegraph lines Se are 
ar Tea neiED, Office telegram of tho 26th ultimo to tis Majesty's. Miniafor 
Costauent thet see Baraataph 7 of our despaich of the 19th May, 1907, was merel 
iad not inpotns ght be convenient to work line entirely by telegeaphiss from Inn's 
Todian telegraph, faeblance of Russian obligations for Indian ‘Talogragh Dopartinent 
diahatee geraph authorities point out that, though they will do whit they ch 
altel wil be involred by control from India, as gap between Robat and Nasratabar 
soa Dottan intstatabed section trom telegraphic communication with India, Xe vould 
Tail barguentmceabonsble coutrol of Khat-Nasratabad. section sould be vested 

raph Department, if former Department have spared stalt available 


froin Tehran~Meshed line, which i intain 
fates ag ia is no longer to be maintained by the 


——____ 
Tnclosure 2 in No, 420, 


Note by the Director-General of the Indo- 


po af BHINK the 

the arrangement tha 

oe ; : : arry out, namly, thine 

European Telegraph Departmen eee ate 

orate for the sake of nity 
the reply might be that it is pro init 

cco ea be hat ie proposed he tial tat of 

that when the Teiran-Meshed 

of te Indo-Kurope 


European Telegraph Department, 


March 24, 1908, 


P.S.—I wish to add that sending sign: 


ental somo inarene fe the ace aSiallers (0 tho Khat-Nasratabadoffees would 


i. A. K, 








* Printed elsewhere, 
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No, 421. 
(10695) ‘ . 
Sir Edward Grey (0 Sir A. Nicolson. 


Foreign Office, March 30, 1908. 
N@'S telegram No. 83: Princo Imam Kuli’s Coneession. ie 
es ie ee eras rn 
inform Russian Government 0 
Any objection to Messrs, Stevens hecoming partner. 
~ (Repeated to Tehran.) 


(No. 88.) 
Glelesrapkio) 











No, 422. 
{11018) No. 425 
Rdward Grey.—(Received March 31.) 





Mr. Mailing to Si 


(Nut al ial. ‘Tehran, March 31, 1908. 
(elographic.) P. 


ignati p -es-Sultanch, 
AIEE Anjuman five brought about the, resignation of Hesham-cs-Sultane 
i bo y, an inister-designate non. : = 

See Na nh Hee REN CTEE ta for the time at lena that is oxpilaion 

fro ectlteenatyy has been mooted, he ht sil) misy spat in Tel han. He Delieves 

fat his former post in Berlin is always ope i" ree 

i epee Utarral in anda teehee Han in Gormany, Aa pay is uncctatn, 

Wd ic Himself i not rich, ho is not particularly to go, and hie fg, moreover, 

aa Mit tena that His Safest Govoramont may well take offence a his beaver, 
ee hat he would probably have joined the reactionaries, and hoped 

Grand Vi is shown hy Jatest developmonts, 
In these circumstances, would he still be re 























ed.as Minister in London ? 








(11013) No. 423. ; 
Mr. Marling to Sir Edvard Grey.—(Received March 31.) 


i Tehran, Murch 31, 108. 
i y to Gen 1. 
PLEDGING of customs for subsidy to German school, f 
M 4 eae ot a that the joint protest, which he tells mall hss roca ed 
instructions to make wsith mo, would, for the reasons set forth below, be inadvi ; 
1, It fis made out of suxplus of customs revenues, the two Legations 


Ro art deca ipveverraActorleettheyontea @riuyraTieta 
to honour it. 

















will not dare 








1 tae lady verbally waned the Miner for Ronin Asis fn ths connection 
NES Oar ean sa voyally (de Mtn, Grane: Dull dospateh No. 185, Secret of 
say TARA RyaUADIGyAnaFdaciiprect Sr /Flie soatliem customs ae only pleged to 
us a8 am additional security, it would be’ even more difficult for m 
proposed protest. 














[11026] 
Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey—(Received March 31.) 
(No. $6.) 


(olesraphie,) 2 Tehran, March 81, 1908. 
Ce TE TNG fund of Britih loan, and possibility of a small German loan. 
ase consider the following as very confident 








8 
Ple 
Your telegram No, $5 of the V7th ultimo, : toe 
ae eT torn hy the Minister for Foreign Altai Chat in a day or two 
ould receive the reply referred to in his acknowledgi of my of 

ities 9 hus ‘subject of the sinking fund, in which he stated that a reply was 
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being prepared by the Minfster of Finance. Mushir-ed-Dowlch could not tell mo the 
note oF that reply, but the Afinister of Finance was, so he said, making artanger 
ments to pay the sum overdue for sinking fund. 

It is more than probable that the instalment due 
Paid punctually, though the promised reply and perhaps 
Sea Teieaing fund may he reesived. It is, however, possible tha, sinee the Cashing 
Sea Fisheries are again available, and would cover the total instalment ao ante 
Sig hs tle Persian Government may also be able to pay it, ‘Their iden is that ihep 
Could, ou the security of the southern customs, raise a loan independently of us, Mi 
conditions, which we attached to the suspension of the sinking tind are distectefule 
Particularly, in all, probability, our prior right in ease of a loan—and i effet fo 
evidently to be made to avoid accepting them 
If the next instalment is not paid panetually, and it 


on the 4th April will not he 
also the overdue instalment 

















h T reevive their note, T might 
answer that no discussion of the conditions attached to our assent to the suspension of 
the 





nking fund will he admitted by His Majesty's Government, in those ahecme 
stances, 









patent condition of 
Per w to seotire a foothold in the Gulf, 
Germany might make a small advance secured on 





the Gulf customs as a “ 
We might be brought into an awkward conflict with German: 


Persian Goyernme 


second. 
mort 



















avoid this contingency would be the following, which, 
although I hesitate to suggest it, may avert graver difculties later >, ‘The 
Manager of the Imperial Bank of Persia should, without being informed of che real 
reason, be instructed from London to ei 











neash all payments made by the Persian 
Gerernment against overdrafts of various Government accounts, -'The, Porinn 
Government would thus be prevented from mali 








d ing any immediate payment on 
count of the service of our loan, 


T stiould add that it may fora time be diMeult to combat 
Finance, who tas adopted’ an unexpected, but probably 
independence towards M, Bizot. 
















the Persian Minister of 
ephemeral, attitude of 























(10384) No. 425, 






Foreign Office to India Office. 
Sir, Foreign Office, March 81, 1908, 
1 AM directed by Secretary 
























ir Edward Grey to acknowledge the receipt of a 
Minnite, dated the 20th instant, by the Directo: fof the Indo-European ‘Telegraph 
Dopartnent containing observations on No.78 of the L6th and No. 19 of the 7th 





from His Majesty 
His Majesty's Ambassador a 
lines in Persia, 
eipt of this paper Sir B. Grey a 
niring whether he was. sure of the acum 
vision of the expenses of tho Meshod-Seistau line given by the Porsiae Dine on ct 
‘legraphs at Meshed to His Majesty's Consul-General at that place, as renee te 
lis telegram No. 78, aud referring him to the Gorerament of India's despatch Mer an 
of the 16th January last, which gives a diferent statement of the incidence of the easy 
of repairs on that line. 

tg transmit to you herewith a decypher of a further telegram trom 
Mr. gv" referring to a report, not yet teceived at this Office, which has been 
Prepired by His Majesty's Consul in'Seistan for the Goyerament of India, and whiels ig 
Stated to confirm the information already received from Meshed, 

Tain, &e. 

(Signed) LOUIS MALLET, 


——————— ee Se 


* No, 408, 


ini 
Affaires’ at ‘Tehran, and No. 51 of the 19th instant 
St. Petersburgh, relative to 





om 
the exchange of telogeaph 
























iddressed a telegram to Mx Marling 
icy of tho information regarding tho 
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[10885] No. 426, 
Foreign Office to India Office. 


Sir, Foreign Office, March 31, 1908. 

TAM directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 28th instant, relative to the proposal that the control of the Khaf- 
Nasratabad telegraph line, when ceded by the Russian to His Majesty’s Government, 
should be vested in the Indo-Ruropean ‘Telegraph Department, and not in the Indian ' 
‘Telegraph Department. 

Tam to inform you, in reply, that Sir E. Grey shares the view expressed by the 
Government of India on this subject, and that he concurs in the terms of the telegram 
which Mr. Secretary Morley proposes to address to them with reference to their 
suggestion, 


Tam, &c. 
(Signed) LOUIS MALLET, 








9252) No. 427. 
Foreign Office to Admiralty. 


Sir, Foreign Office, March 31, 1908, 

IN reply to your letter of the 16th instant, relative to the proposed visit next 
month of the Commander-in-chief, Bast Indies, to the Persian Gulf, I am directed by 
Secretary Sir Edward Grey to state, for the information of the Lords Commissioners of 
the Admiralty, that he sees no objection to this cruise including calls at Bussorah and 
the Persian ports. 


Tam, &. 
(Signed) LOUIS MALLET. 


